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PREFACE. 


It  has  been  my  endeavour  in  tlic  present  version  of 
Dante's  great  Poem  to  be  strictly  literal  in  Hie  render- 
ing of  the  original  Italian  into  the  English  of  our  own 
times,  so  far  as  I  found  it  possible,  regard  being  had  to 
the  idioms  of  the  two  languages,  atid  to  the  preservation 
of  a  metrical  form.  To  a  certain  extent  also  I  have  tried 
to  represent  to  the  Header  the  actual  arrangement,  as 
well  as  the  true  English  equivalent  of  the  original,  and 
I  have  made  it  a  condition  to  retain  the  order  and 
identity  of  the  lines,  except  where  this  could  not  he 
done  without  violating  more  essential  requirements. 

In  working  out  this  design,  it  will,  I  trust,  he  found 
that  no  words  of  individual  importance  have  been  added 
or  omitted  by  me.  Omission  indeed  is  almost  out  of 
the  question  in  dealing  with  Dante  ;  the  obvious  danger 
lies  the  other  way,  and  it  is  by  the  dilution  of  liis  words, 
and  by  the  insertion  of  epithets,  not  to  be  justified  by 
the  text,  that  he  has  most  suffered  in  translation. 

I  urn  very  conscious  how  imperfect  any  attempt  of 
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be  comprised  Theology,  Philosophy,  Natural  Science, 
Ancient  History  and  Literature,  Mythology,  and  what- 
ever else  was  studio!  in  tin1  Kim>pc;m  Universities  of  the 
Thirteenth  century.  Such  a  commentary,  not  too  diti'use, 
nnd  yet  doing  equal  justice  to  all  the  multifarious  subjects 
to  which  it  must  refer,  is  still  wanting,  and  might  well 
occupy  the  years  that  should  be  devoted  to  it. 

My  best  thanks  and  acknowledgments  are  due  to 
many  friends  from  whom  I  have  received  encouragement 
and  assistance;  iitnl  juirlii  iilnrlv  to  Mr.  (icor^c  Scluirf, 
for  the  great  zeal  and  kindness  with  which  lie  has 
brought  his  well-known  taste  and  ability  to  bear  upon 
the  illustration  of  this  volume. 


W.  F.  POLLOCK. 
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NOTICE  OF  DANTE 


(1IOVANNI  VIM.AN],  FLOHESTCKE  CUROH1CLH,  Urn*  TX.  Chap.  UK 


In  tlie  year  1821,  and  in  tlie  month  of  July,  died 
Dante  Ahbuibiii,  of  Florence,  nt  the  city  of  Ravenna, 
in  Komagnn,  upon  his  return  from  nn  embassy  to 
Venice,  in  the  service  of  the  Lords  of  Polenta,  with 
whom  hi;  WBS  living;  and  lie  was  buried  before  the  gnti- 
of  tlie  principal  church  with  much  honour,  as  became  a 
ureat  poet  and  philosopher.    He  died  an  exile  from  the 
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Xli  NOTICE  OF  DANTE. 

community  of  Florence,  at  about  the  age  of  fifty-sii  years. 
This  Dante  was  a  citizen  of  Florence,  of  an  ancient  and 
honourable  family  of  the  Porta  sun  Piero,  and  my  own 
neighbour;  and  his  banishment  from  Florence  was  by 
reason  that  when  Charles  of  V  Alois  of 
the  hounc  of  France  rame  into  Florence, 
in  the  year  1301,  and  drove  out  the 
White  party,  Dante  WfU  one  of  the 
Chief  Magistrates  of  our  city,  and  of 
that  party,  although  a  Guelf.  So  that 
without  any  other  crime  he  was  ex- 
pelled, and  banished  from  Florence 
along  with  the  Whites,  and  betook 
himself  to  study  at  Bologna,  and  after- 
wards at  Paris  and  other  places.  He 
was  n  great  seholar  in  every  kind  of 
knowledge,  :dHioni;li  n  layman;  he  was 
;l  distinguished  poet  and  philosopher, 
and  an  accomplished  master  of  language 
both  in  prose  and  verse.  For  he  was 
n  very  noble  orator ;  and  unrivalled  in 
poetry ;  with  the  most  perfect  and 
beautiful  style  ever  seen  in  our  tongue, 
before  Ins  time  or  since.  In  his  youth 
he  composed  the  book  of  the  Seta  Life 
of  Low  ;  and  afterwards,  wheu  in  exile, 
he  wrote  twenty  moral  and  amatory 
Canzonets  of  much  excellence ;  and, 
beside  others,  he  wrote  three  especially 
noble  Epistles— aw  to  the  government  of  Florence  to 
complain  of  his  banishment  for  no  crime— the  second  to 
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the  Emperor  Henry,  when  In-  una  at  the  siege  of  Brescia, 
to  reprove  hint  (acid  it  was  almost  prophetical)  lor  bis 
delay  — the  third  to  the  Italian  Cardinals,  upon  the 
vacancy  alter  the  death  of  Pope  Clement,  urging  them  to 
agreis  in  electing  an  Italian  Pope.  All  these  were  ill 
Latin,  in  an  elevated  style,  of  excellent  opinions  and 
judgment,  aud  much  commended  by  learned  renders.  He 
also  wrote  the  Gomedg ;  where  in  perfect  rhymes,  and 
with  deep  mid  subtle  questions  of  morals,  natural  science, 
astronomy,  philosophy,  and  theology ;  with  lien*  and 
beautiful  figures,  coin  pari  son  a  and  poetical  turus,  be 
described  and  set  forth  in  one  hundred  cantos  or  chapters 
the  existence  and  condition  of  Hell,  Purgatory,  and 
Paradise,  in  that  lofty  manner  with  which  acquaintance 
may  be  made  by  persons  of  intelligent  mind.  In  this 
Comedy,  with  a  poet's  licence,  he  indulged  himself  in  invec- 
tives and  expressions  of  indignation,  sometimes  perhaps 
carried  too  far,  but  to  which  he  may  have  been  driven  by 
bis  exile.  lie  also  wrote  the  Be  Monorchia,  ill  which  he 
treats  of  the  offices  of  the  Pope  and  Emperor ;  and  he 
commenced  a  Commentary  (called  the  Caarita)  upon  four- 
teen of  the  above-mentioned  Canzone!*,  in  Italian,  which 
was  not  complete. 1  oa  ing  to  his  death,  except  as  to  three. 

This,  ho  far  as  it  can  bo  judged,  is  a  beautiful,  ingenious, 
and  most  important  work,  having  all  the  adornment  of 
line  style  and  of  profound  philosophical  and  astronomical 
arguments.    Farther,  he  wrote  a  little  treatise  called  the 

Dr.  Vulgar  I  Elfiijucntiii,  of  which  he  promised  four  books; 
but  only  two  exist,  probably  in  consequence  of  his 
premature  death.  In  this  he  finds  fault  with  all  the 
forms  of  Italian  in  common  Use.  in  forcible  and  admirable 
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Latin,  and  with  well  chosen  reasons.  Thin  Dilute  upon 
the  strength  of  hia  knowledge  was  somewhat  haughty, 
reserved,  and  disdainful  :  and  like  an  ungracious  philo- 
,  sopher  eoitld  not  well  endure  to  converse  with  the 
iguonuit :  but  on  account  of  bis  many  excellences,  and 
of  the  wisdom  and  worth  of  such  a  citizen,  it  seemed  to 
me  that  I  was  bound  to  give  him  perpetual  remembrance 
in  this  our  Chronicle  i  considering  id3o  tlmt  t  he  glorious 
works  left  by  him  in  writing  give  to  him  n  true  testimony, 
and  to  our  city  an  honourable  reputation. 
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THE  INFERNO. 


THE  INFERNO. 


n  the  journey  of  our  life,' 
I  found  myself  within  a  gloomy  wood. 
By  reason  that  the  path  'direct  was  lost. 
Ah  !  what  a  hard  thing  is  it  to  describe 
This  savage  wood,  so  tangled  and  so  dread, 


2  INFERNO.  cum! 

The  very  thinking  on  it  renews  fear ; 

So  bitter  is  it,  death  were  little  more  : 

But  uf  the  good  to  speak  which  there  1  found, 

I  will  the  rest  of  what  I  met  with  tell. 

1  cannot  how  I  entered  there  recal; 

I  was  so  full  of  slumber  at  the  time 

At  which  I  h.id  abandoned  1 1n-  (rue  way  : 
But  when  I  was  arrived  at  the  bill's  foot, 
At  that  part  where  the  valley  terminated, 
Which  with  affright  hail  pierced  me  to  the  heart, 
Upwards  1  looked,  and  1  its  shoulders  saw- 
Already  clad  with  rays  of  that  bright  orb, 
Which  guides  us  faithfully  on  every  way. 
Then  was  the  terror  for  a  season  stilled, 
Which  in  tin:  hollow  of  my  heart  had  dwelt  ™ 
Throughout  the  nighl  which  I  in  such  grief  passed  : 
And  as  a.  man  who  with  exhausted  breath 
From  forth  the  ocean  lo  the  shore  escaped. 
Turns  round  to  gaze  upon  the  perilous  sea ; 
So  too  my  spirit,  which  still  lied  away. 
With  backward  glances  turned  to  view  the  track, 
Which  yet  no  person  ever  left  alive. 

After  I  had  reposed  my  weary  frame, 
Over  that  desert  place  I  took  my  way, 
So  that  the  lino  loot"  ever  lower  was  :  " 
And  lo  I  at  the  co  nunc  nee  incut  of  the  slope, 
A  Leopard  of  light  form  and  very  quick, 
And  coated  with  a  many-spotted  hide : 
Before  my  sight  she  never  ceased  to  be; 
And  even  on  my  way  so  hindered  me, 
That  many  limes  I  turned  round  to  go  hack. 
It  was  the  season  of  the  early  mom, 

:  In  wnjkin;  mi  .'i  K:v.'l  tin-  lii  lUijuin  !][■■  I's-.miiil  i-  iilinivs  the  hmpst. 

It  ix  utht-nii-v  in  rliinliiiiL!  :i  hill,     ill-        it  is  Ln.li.jiUii  thill  Dilute  in 

still  nn  the  plain,  «Nii>h  in  tin-  nil  lint.-  l-.'-in-  to  ii'v  tn.nt.ls  tin'  hill. 
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The  Sun  was  rising  in  the  self-same  slurs' 

That  were  with  him  what  time  the  Love  Divine 

First  into  motion  failed  thoso  sinning  ones : 

And  thus  (here  was  a  ground  for  me  to  hupe, 

In  the  gay  raiment  of  that  animal. 

The  hour  of  day,  and  pMfious  lime  of  year ; 

Yet  not  so  hut  that  filled  me  with  affright 

The  vision  of  a  Lion'  which  appeared  : 

it  seemed  as  if  upon  me  he  advanced 

Willi  uplift  head,  ami  such  a  hungry  rnjir 

As  seemed  to  ierrify  flic  very  air. 

And  then  a  She-Wolf,  that  with  all  desires 

Appeared  in  her  lean  Inufciiicr  to  he  tilled; 

And  m:uiy  she  has  made  live  in  misery. 

She  laid  upon  rae  such  a  troublous  load 

Of  terror,  which  sprung  from  the  sight  of  her. 

That  I  lost  hope  of  mounting  to  the  heiL-lits. 

And  as  a  man  on  acquisition  bent, 

Meeting  a  time  which  strips  him  of  his  all, 

To  grief  and  tear-  abandons  all  bin  thoughts: 

Such  one  made  me  that  never  resting  beast 

Before  me  always,  so  that  step  by  step, 

She  drove  me  back  to  where  the  sun  was  mute. 

As  I  was  sinking  towards  the  lower  place, 
Presented  to  me  was  before  mine  eyes 
One  who  appeared  as  l>v  loii.tr  silence  dumb.'' 


.'lyMip-*  :i„,l  t;1,i,,l  (Vlii.il*     [l.rli..  .it         1  f.r  Fiai:.,-  iiitri-imu 

itilli  tlio  i'..t.rt  i.,t  tli..-  oivcti-iri  -f  Ohnrk-H  ..f  Vnluin  as  V.ui}«nx, 

mid  f„r  the  f-Uil.liJirn-nr     Vv  i.'ii  imiiii-  in  [fcilv:  ami  tliu  wolf  w 

Hums,  or  the  black  lluelf  (or  vol/)  party. 

■''  Viruil  miiy  !»■  said  1"  linn-  Ii.-cii  sikn!  .lining  thi-  long  pprirni  nf  the 
middle  npta,  whan  Ms  works  were  not  rtadjad. 
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Soon  as  I  saw  him  in  that  wilderness : 

"  Have  pitv  on  me,"  to  him  I  exclaimed, 

"  Whate'er  thou  art,  or  shade,  or  truly  man." 

He  answered  :  "  Not  a  man,  a  man  though  once ; 

Lombards  my  parents  were  on  either  side, 

And  they  were  both  by  country  Mautuans. 

Sub  Julio  I  was  born,  though  it  was  late,1 

In  good  Augustus'  reign  I  lived  at  Home, 

In  time  of  tbr-  tli  reiving  and  false  gods. 

1  was  a  Poet,  and  sang  of  that  just 

Son  of  Anchises,  who  set.  forth  from  Troy, 

After  proud  Ilium  was  consumed  by  flames. 

But  why  dost  thou  back  to  such  troubles  turn  ? 

And  dost  not  climb  the  mountain  of  delight 

The  cause  arid  first  beginning  of  all  joys  ?  " 

"  Art  thou  then  Virgil,  and  that  fountain-head 
Which  pours  forth  such  an  ample  stream  of  speech?"  " 
I  answered  him  with  countenance  abashed  : 
"  0  thou  the  light  and  pride  of  other  bards. 
Repay  me  the  long  sludy  and  great  love. 
Which  in  thy  volume  oft  have  made  me  search  ; 
Thou  my  preceptor  and  my  master  art, 
Thou  only  be  from  whom  I  have  derived 
The  noble  style  whence  I  have  honour  won. 
liehold  the  beast  that  forces  me  lo  turn, 
Protect  me  from  her,  0  illustrious  Sage, 
For  she  makes  tremble  every  pulse  and  vein."  *° 

"  Needful  it  is  to  take  another  path," 
He  answered,  when  he  saw  me  moved  to  tears, 
"If  thou  wouldst  from  this  savage  place  escape. 
The  creature  that  now  makes  thee  cry  for  help, 
Will  suffer  none  to  pass  along  her  way, 

*  Bnni  ton  Inlt  in  the  time  cf  .tnlius  Cn«nr  I"  Wluiig  lo  Inn  age,  anil 
in  fact  LeluDging  fci  the  Angmtu  age. 
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JSut  hinders  them,  aye,  even  ti>  their  deatli; 

And  lias  a  nature  so' depraved  and  bad, 

Tliat  slie  can  never  sale  her  craving  will, 

Hut  after  fivdin;:  hungi-rcdi  the  more. 

Many  tlie  beasts  are,  with  whom  she  doth  wed, 

And  more  there  will  be  yet,  until  the  Greyhound' 

Shall  come,  to  make  her  in  vexation  die  r 

And  bn  will  covet  neither  lands  nor  gold, 

liut  only  wisdom,  viilue,  and  esteem; 

Between  the  I'Vltros"  shall  his  country  lie  ; 

To  that  low  Italy  will  he  bring  help  " 

For  sake  of  which  the  maid  Camilla  died, 

And  Turnus,  Nisus,  and  Euryalus : 

lie  will  pursue  her  through  the  cities  all, 

Until  at  last  he  drives  her  back  to  Hell, 

Prom  whence  in  haired  she  was  ur?t  despatched. 

Now  for  thy  good  revolving,  I  decide 

That  thou  shouldst  follow,  and  be  leader  1, 

To  guide  thee  hence  through  an  eternal  place ; 

Where  thou  wilt  hear  the  shriekings  of  despair, 

And  see  the  vexed  soids  of  the  former  times, 

Where  all  are  calling  for  the  second  death. 

Kext  thou  shalt  visit  those  who  are  content 

To  he  in  fire,  because  I  hey  hope  to  come, 

Whenever  it  may  he,  among  ihe  blest: 

To  whom  if  aflcrwards  thou  wish  to  mount, 

A  Soul'  for  this  there  w  ill  be  worthier. 

To  whom  I  shall  consign  lin  e  when  I  pari  : 


Hie  uhjt^t  of  y,.iillifnl  a.nl  crolllrinj!  In  ilie  Divino 

(V'lnuil)-  nils.'  r»yirr'-nil»  lILrinn  nr-:!  Kterinl  I'lii]..-  ij.liy,       Virgil,  tire 

pvtiml  lii-|..n.in  nf  til.-  f.  Ulimi  i>f  llie  Hun        1!ti][.mc.  -i-nilit.i 

' fui iinu  ;ir,il  r-liu-nl   E. Iii  iin.!  Literature. 


Seeing  that  Emperor  who  rules  above. 

Because  I  was  rebellious  to  his  laws. 

Wills  not  that  1  Ills  city  should  attain. 

His  empire  is  through  all,  ami  there  he  reigns; 

There  is  liis  capital,  mid  lofty  throne ; 

0  happy  they,  elected  to  that  place!  " 

Then  I  to  him  :  "  O  Poet,  I  entreat 
By  that  God  whom  it  w  as  not  thine  to  know, 
That  I  may  this  and  greater  evil  fly, 
(..'(induct,  me  to  the  places  tliou  hast  said, 
That  I  may  have  sight  of  Saint  Peter's  gate, 
And  those  whom  thou  describest  as  so  sad." 
Then  he  advanced,  and  I  behind  him  held. 


CANTO  ir. 


WIUilL'S  sl'MSIIJNS.- liANi'K  AIR.PTS  HIS  OUIIMNCK  THIiGUUU 


Tim  day  departed,  ami  iliti  darkened  iiir 
lielievcd  iill  living  tilings  upon  the  cirtli 
From  their  fatigues,  and  1  the  one  ulone 
Prepared  myself  to  enter  oh  the  toil 
Doth  of  the  journey,  and  I  lie  piteousncss, 
Which  memory  that  fails  not  shall  retract-. 

O  Muses,  O  high  genius,  aid  me  now  ! 

0  mind,  describing  that  which  1  have  seen. 
Let  thy  nobility  be  now  set  forth. 

Then  I  began  :  "  0  bard,  that  guidest  me, 
Look  to  my  merit,  if  it  will  suffice, 
Before  thou  trust  me  on  this  deep  emprise. 
Thou  tellcst  bow  the  sire  of  Silvius,1 
While  yet  corruptible,  to  the  immortal 
World  did  proceed,  and  sensibly  was  there : 
Whence,  that  the  Adversary  of  all  ill 

That  was  to  spring  from  him,  the  who,  and  what. 
Seems  not  unfitting  to  the  man  of  thought  ; 

1  Tin-  il™.-ut  ■■['  .EiK-.i-  duL-j  ItiL  irili-iuiil  uti'-L-  ik-.-.-riU;J  ii)  \  Jir-il. 

SmH.  >L 
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For  lie  was  of  grti.it  Koine,  and  of  its  sway,  " 

Chosen  as  father  in  tlie  lughcst  heaven ; 

And  both  of  these,  to  speak  111  verity, 

Were  stablished  for  the  sacred  place's  sake, 

Where  the  successor  of  great  Peter  sits. 

Upon  this  journey,  whence  thou,  givest  him  fume, 

Some  things  he  learned,  tiiat  were  the  origin 

Of  his  successes,  and  the  Papal  robe. 

That  Vessel  of  Election1  after  went 

Thence  to  obtaiu  a  succour  for  that  faith, 

Which  is  the  opening  of  salvation's  way. 

But  why  should  I  go?  who  should  grant  it  me? 

I  that  am  not  .Eneas,  and  not  Paul ; 

Nor  I,  nor  others,  for  it  hold  me  lit. 

Therefore  if  I  resign  myself  to  go, 

I  fear  lest  the  adventure  may  be  rash : 

Thou  art  wise,  knowing  more  than  I  can  reach." 

And  as  a  man  who  unwills  what  he  willed, 
.  Changing  for  fresh  intentions  liis  design, 
So  that  he  quile  frem  his  beginning  swerves  ; 
Such  one  did  1  become  in  that  dark  tract : 
And  in  these  thoughts  I  wasted  the  resolve, 
That  was  so  quickly  (aki  n  at  the  first. 

"  Rightly  thy  words  if  I  have  understood," 
Answered  the  shadow  of  that  noble  one, 
"Thy  spirit  is  by  cowardice  assailed  ; 
Which  oftentimes  embarrasses  a  man, 
From  noble  enterprise*  turning  him. 
As  seeing  false  decs  animals,  at  dusk. 
Therefore  thai  thou  itiayst  rid  thee  of  iliis  fear, 
I  will  tell  why  I  came,  and  what  I  knew 
From  the  first  moment  when  1  pitied  thee. 

-  St.  Faul-a  "drcaui  (Acta  is.  IS.) — "  euight  Dp  to  Um 

third  Henveii."  (2  dr.  ill.  2.1 
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cum  II.  ISPEBSO.  9 

I  was  among  those  in  the  middle  stilts, 

When  a  fair  blessed  lady  called  to  me. 

One  such  that  I  besought  her  to  command. 

Her  eyes  were  beaming  brighter  than  the  suu. 

Sweetly  and  gently  site  began  to  me. 

With  voice  angelical  in  her  own  tongue : 

'  0  courteous  spirit  of  the  Alautuun, 

Whose  fame  doth  yet  upon  the  earth  endure, 

And  will  endure  as  long  as  motion  lasts, 

One  that  js  mine,  but  is  not  fortune's  friend, 

Is  in  the  wilderness  so  much  perplexed 

Upon  bis  way,  that  be  lias  turned  in  fear. 

And  now  I  fear  he  is  so  far  astray, 

That  I  am  late  unto  his  succour  raised. 

By  what  in  Heaven  I  have  of  him  heard. 

Arouse  thee  then,  and  with  thine  ornate  speech, 

And  in  whatever  tends  to  his  escape. 

Assist  him,  so  that  1  may  be  consoled. 

I  that  commission  thee  am  Beatrice, 

Come  from  a  place  where  I  would  fnin  return  ; 

Love,  winch  now  makes  me  speak,  has  brought  me  thence. 

When  I  sliall  be  in  presence  of  my  Lord, 

To  him  thy  praises  will  I  often  tell.' 

"Then  she  was  sdeut,  and  I  thus  began: 
'O  Lady,  lone  in  excellence,  through  whom 
The  human  race  surpasses  all  within 
That  heaven1  which  the  smallest  circles  has. 
Such  pleasure  I  receive  from  thy  behests, 
Obedience  on  the  instant  seems  but  alow;  •* 
Disclosing  needs  no  farther  thy  intent. 
But  tell  the  reason  why  thou  dost  not  shun 
Descending  hither  to  this  central  part, 
From  that  clear  space  to  which  thou  wouldst  return.' 

1  The  lienrco  or  uphcte  of  the  Mono,  whicli  in  the  smallest,  nod 
most  immediately  centai.n  the  earth.    See  In.  U4. 


" '  Of  this  thing  which  thou  longest,  thus  to  know, 
Briefly  I  will  explain/  she  answering  said, 
'  Within  this  place  why  fear  not  1  to  come. 
Only  it  needs  to  be  in  dread  of  things, 
Which  have  the  power  to  do  others  ill. 
But  not  of  such,  aa  are  not  terrible. 
Thanks  he  to  Him,  I  am  so  framed  by  God 
That  by  your  suffering  I  am  not  touched. 
Nor  injures  me  the  burning  of  these  flames. 
A  gentle  Lady*  is  in  Heaven  who  weeps 
Over  the  trouble  whither  1  send  thee, 
So  that  she  bends  the  stem  decree  above. 
She  called  to  Lucia  in  lier  request, 
And  said  :  "  Now  is  thy  faithful  one  in  need 
Of  thee,  and  I  commend  him  unto  thee." 
Lucia,  the  foe  of  nil  that  cruel  are, 
Ad\';itia.'il,  ami  to  the  pluee  where  I  was  came  ; 
Where  with  the  Rachel  of  old  times  I  sat. 
She  said :  "  O  Beatrice,  true  praise  of  God, 
Dost  thou  not  succour  him  ivho  so  loves  thee. 
That  for  thee  from  the  common  herd  be  went '( 
Dost  thou  not  hear  the  woe  of  his  complaint  ? 
Dost  thou  not  sec  the  death  he  grapples  with 
Upon  that  stream'  whence  lias  the  sea  no  gain '(  " 
On  earth  no  person  ever  was  more  swift 
To  seek  advantage,  or  to  lly  from  ill, 
Than  I,  upon  conclusion  of  these  words, 
Descended  hither  from  my  blessed  seat, 
Confiding  in  that  excellence  of  speech, 
Which  honours  tlice,  and  those  who  have  it  heard.' 

*  Ucnersllv  t.-iktu  :u  ri  i«T!.irjitL.-;i(^j  •  Uivim?  Mercy,  n»  Luein 
i.  nf  tllllliiilMliiii;  Gnu*.  Hut  I'll.  xivii.  S  nnJ  Hti,  where  [lie 
usiirl  liken  i.f  St.  :inil  hVatrL-L-  in  litsivtu  rini  ftiewu,  in  the 

|>rweuce  „f  the  Virgin  Mar),  whu  moiiis  mure  properly  in  It  ben- 

5  Dajite  »iu.  Milking  t.  Mr.ivL,  tl.e  kink  -f  Aelierim,  the  firaL  uf  the 
iuleraal  riv.is  :  ami  the,- .1..  nil  full  int..  the  ».    In.  xiv.  112. 
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"After  she  had  addressed  me  in  this  sort, 


And  eauie  to  thee  acrordiii!;  lo  her  wisli. 
And  took  thee  from  the  presence  of  that  beast, 
Which  stopped  thy  quick  way  over  the  fair  hill. 
Whj  what  is  this  'f    0  wherefore  dost  thou  stav  ? 
Why  dost  thou  nurse  such  cowardice  of  heart  P 
Why  dost  thou  tint  take  courage  and  he  bold, 
Ueeimse  there  are  such  blessed  Ladies  three 
Who  for  thee  in  the  courts  of  Heaven  watch, 
And  that  my  words  engage  thee  so  much  good  !J " 

Then  as  the  flowers,  by  the  cold  of  night 
Depressed  ami  closed,  when  silvered  by  the  sun, 
Become  erect,  all  open  on  their  stem; 
Such  was  1  in  my  valour  that  had  drooped, 
And  such  good  courage  ri^hed  into  my  lieart, 
That  I  began,  as  one  emancipated : 
"  How  gracious  she,  that  has  my  succour  been, 
And  courteous  tliou,  thai  didst  so  quick  obey 
The  truthful  words  which  she  to  thee  addressed  ! 
Thou  hast  with  ardour  so  possessed  my  heart 
To  venture  onwards,  by  thine  eloquence, 
That  to  the  first  decision  I  return. 
Proceed  we  now,  we  both  have  but  one  wish  : 
Thou  art  my  iruidr,  my  master,  and  my  lord." 


So  I  addressed  him,  ami  as  be  advanced, 
I  entered  by  the  deep  and  wooded  path. 


CANTO  III. 

TUB  GATE  OF  EIKU.-TUE  NBOTBALB.-ACH BROS.— CH ABOti. 


I  WAS  EKECTEI.  BY  THE  1'oKEK  UlVlSE, 

III   MlnilKST  WliPOM,  AKD  UV   MUHJL  LoVB. 

Binn  it  nai  got  asy  nuns?  oibatk, 

ExgK.n  ETEBJI1L,  ASH  I  AM  ETERNAL  : 

These  sentences  in  dusky  colouring 
Over  a  gale-way  I  could  see  inscribed; 
Then  I:  "O  Master,  their  import  is  grave." 
lie  then,  as  one  experienced,  to  me : 
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]  N  f'KIINi  i. 


II 


"  Here  must  thou  leave  behind  thee  all  distrust  j 

All  cowardice  must  here  become  extinct. 

Come  to  the  place  we  are,  in  which  I  said 

That  thou  wouldst  see  the  people  sorrowful, 

To  whom  are  lost  the  good  gifts  of  the  mind  ; " 

And  placing  then  within  his  hand  my  own 

Willi  cheerful  countenance,  to  comfort  me,  ™ 

lie  took  me  iu  among  the  hidden  things. 

Here  lamentations,  groanings,  and  loud  cries 
Resounded  through  the  starless  atmosphere, 
Whereat  at  the  beginning  I  shed  tears. 
Languages  divers,  horrible  discourse, 
Accents  of  wrath,  and  muttcrings  of  woe. 
Hoarse  and  sharp  voices,  sounds  of  striking  hands, 
An  uproar  made,  which  circled  in  »  round 
For  ever  in  that  air  unchanging  dark. 
As  does  the  sand  what  time  a  whirlwind  blows. 
Then  I,  whose  mind  was  rapt  iu  ignorance, 
Said  :  "O  my  Master,  what  is  this  I  hear? 
And  who  are  these  who  seem  thus  whelmed  by  grief  ?  " 
Then  he  to  me;  "This  miserable  state 
Possesses  the  distressful  souls  of  those, 
Who  lived  without  or  infamy  or  praise. 
Arc  mingled  with  this  wretched  company 
Some  of  the  angels  who  did  not  rebel, 
Nor  were  to  God  true,  but  were  for  themselves  : 
Heaven  cast  them  out,  its  beauty  not  to  mar,  " 
Nor  would  receive  them  the  profound  of  Hell, 
Lest  from  them  should  the  wicked  have  some  boast.1" 

Then  I:  "O  Master,  what  is  grievous  thus 
Upon  them,  making  them  to  wail  so  sore  ?  " 

1  As  tliej  would  thru  fiinl  itiOiiisolvuf,  w)io  hw\  in-tunlly  iv.imniltt.l 
(runt  grimes,  ,ifd:r  nil,  in  no  w.irsr  [iinii.l.mciil  llian  llicse  whwic  wily 
"Hen*;  wns  iiiililfi'ivTico  nnrl  rcnifflffliee. 
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He  answered ;  "  I  will  tell  flier  in  brief  space. 

All  tlieae  are  they  which  have  110  hope  of  death, 

And  so  degraded  is  their  blinded  life, 

That  they  are  envious  of  all  other  stales  : 

Mention  of  tliem  the  world  will  not  allow, 

Mercy  and  Justice  hold  them  in  contempt,  * 

Let  us  not  speak  of  them,  lull  look  and  pass." 

As  then  1  looked  around,  I  saw  a  flag, 
That  whirling  moved  with  sneli  rapidity 
It  seemed  intolerant  of  any  rest. ; 
And  followed  after  it  so  long  a  train 
Of  peopli',  (hat  1  sriinrly  had  helieved 
That  death  so  many  ever  had  destroyed. 
As  soon  as  any  I  could  recognise, 
I  looked,  and  I  beheld  the  shade  of  him' 
Who  dastardlike  the  great  refusal  made.  * 

I  understood  soon,  and  was  well  assured, 
This  was  the  company  of  those  poor  knaves, 
To  Clod  displeasing,  and  His  enemies: 
And  these  unfortunates  who  never  lived, 
Were  naked,  and  perpetually  stung 
By  hornets  and  by  wasps  that  swarmed  around. 
They  had  their  faces  wetted  by  their  blood, 
Which  mingled  w  ith  their  tears,  and  at  their  feet 
Win  gathered  up  by  loathsome  ereeping-t lungs. 

Next,  when  to  further  survey  1  betook, 
People  1  saw  on  n  great  river's  bank ; 
Wherefore  T  said  i  "  O  Master,  tell  me  now 

:  Okatinc  5th,  who  wns  friKhtt-iu'il  <ir  riijukil  liy  IiLn  siirWH-uir 
Ro^fecc  Sth,  into  resigning  Uio  Fniacj^nftc^  hulJin);^  It  from  July  to 

lift  III!  hail  l.vu  li.  riN;i  1'  ii:ii.;h  r.  I'Ht-'l  1 1 ■  1 : ty ,  ;iuj  una  ouiDuiaxI 
in  L:!13      Am  Vii-lrt-  .11  Jliiminr. 
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That  1  may  know  who  these  are,  and  what  law 
Obliges  them  to  cross  thus  rapidly, 
As  by  the  feeble  light  I  can  discern." 
lie  then  to  mc:  "This  thing  will  plain  appear, 
As  soon  as  we  our  footsteps  shiill  implant 
Upon  the  mournful  shore  of  Acheron." 
Thereon,  with  modest  and  submissive  looks. 
Fearing  lest  my  discourse  should  trouble  him, 
From  speech  1  held  until  we  reached  the  stream. 

And  lo !  towards  us  coming  in  a  boat 
An  old  man  with  his  ancient  locks  all  while, 
Crying  out :  "  Woe  to  you,  ye  wicked  souls  ! 
Hope  not  that  Heaven  ye  will  ever  see. 
1  come  to  bear  you  to  the  other  shore, 
Amid  eternal  darkness,  beat,  and  cold. 
And  thou,  who  standest  there,  a  living  soul, 
Asunder  get  thee  from  these  who  arc  dead." 
But  when  he  saw  that  I  departed  not. 
He  spoke :  "  By  other  ways,  by  other  ports, 
That  strand  thou  inayst  attain,  but  not  by  this : 
To  carry  tliee  there  needs  a  lighter1  bark." 
Then  spoke  my  guide:  "0  Charon,  vex  thee  not. 
Thus  is  it  willed  there,  where,  will  come  to  pass 
All  that  is  willed,  and  further  ask  not  thou." 

Thenceforth  were  motionless  the  shaggy  cheeks 
Of  that  discoloured  lagoon's  ferryman, 
Who  round  about  his  eyes  had  wheels  of  flame  : 
But  all  those  naked  and  exhausted  souls 
Changed  colour,  and  together  gnashed  tlieit  teeth, 
The  instant  that  they  heard  his  frightful  words. 
They  blasphemed  God,  and  I  heir  own  parentage, 
The  human  race,  the  place,  the  time,  the  seed 
Of  their  own  lineage,  and  of  their  birth. 


'  Tin  angel'*  kirk.    Pg.  Si,  Jit. 


Then  altogether  they  betook  themselves, 
With  loud  lamentiugs,  to  the  dreadful  bank. 
That  waits  for  every  man  who  fears  not  God. 
The  demon  Charon,  with  his  coal-hot  eyes 
Makes  signal  to  them,  and  collects  the  whole; 
Whoever  lingers  with  his  oar  he  strikes. 
As  when  the  leaves  in  autumn  take  their  flight, 
Each  following  the  rest,  until  the  bough 
Has  rendered  all  its  spoils  up  to  the  earth ; 
The  evil  seed  of  Adam  in  like  sort, 
One  by  one  cast  themselves  from  oiF  that  hank, 
At  signals,  Uke  a  bird  at  its  recall.' 
And  so  they  went  across  the  waters  dark. 
Vet  ere  they  landed  on  the  other  side. 
Again  on  this  side  tr:tt lu-n'il  :i  fresh  crowd. 

"My  sou,"  thus  said  the  Master  courteous, 
"They  who  have  left  Ufe  in  the  wrath  of  God, 
Mast  alt  assemble  here  from  every  land  : 
And  ever  ready  are  to  cross  the  stream. 
For  Divine  Justice  does  so  spur  them  on, 
That  apprehension  to  desire  is  turned. 
But.  never  any  good  soul  crosses  here ; 
Therefore,  if  Charon  did  of  thee  complain. 
Thou  mayst  conceive  the  meaning  of  his  words." 

When  this  was  finished,  all  the  murky  land 
Trembled  so  violently,  that  with  fear 
Itcmcmbranec  of  it  bathes  me  in  a  sweat. 
The  mournful  earth  gave  out  a  storm  of  wind, 
Which. forth  from  it  Hashed  lightning  crimson-red. 
And  nil  sensation  in  me  overwhelmed ; 
Then  fell  I  like  a  man  by  slumber  seized. 


'  In  fklororj. 


CANTO  IV. 


UMBO,  "B  THE  FIRBT  CIRCLE.— THE  DBSCBNT  OF  CHRIST-— THE 
GltEAT  POETS— CERTAIN-  [LLCSTBIOUB  PAGANS. 

Broke  through  the  slumber  deep  that  held  my  brain 

A  heavy  thunder,  and  I  started  up, 

Like  to  a  man  by  violence  awaked. 

I  turned  my  rested  cyea  on  every  side, 

Standing  erect,  and  looking  earnestly, 

To  gain  intelligence  of  where  I  was  : 

And  true  it  is  I  found  me  on  the  brink 

Of  the  valley  dolorous  of  the  Abyss, 

Which  gathers  the  deep  sound  of  countless  woes. 

It  was  obscure,  profound,  and  vaporous, 

So  that  by  straining  to  the  depth  the  sight 

I  could  not  in  it  anything  discern. 

Descending  as  we  went  in  this  dark  world. 
The  Poet,  pale  as  death  his  face,  began : 
"  I  will  go  first,  and  thou  shalt  follow  me." 
Then  I,  who  from  his  visage  took  alarm, 
Said :  "How  shall  I  go,  if  thou  art  afraid, 
Thou  that  art  wont  to  cheer  mo  in  my  doubts?" 
He  then  to  me  :  "The  anguish  of  the  race 
Here  dwelling,  on  my  countenance  depicts  " 
This  pity  which  thou  dost  mistake  for  fear; 
Let  us  proceed  ;  so  prompts  the  length  of  way." 


Thus  he  advanced,  and  thus  he  led  me  in 
To  the  first  circle,  which  surrounds  the  Abyss  : 
And  here,  as  was  reported  by  the  car. 
There  were  no  lamentations ;  only  sighs 
Which  made  the  eternal  atmosphere  to  throb. 
And  this  came  from  the  sorrow  without  pains, 
Felt  by  the  crowds,  that  numerous  were  and  large. 
Of  children,  and  of  women,  and  of  men. 

Spoke  the  good  Master:  "Dost  thou  not  demand 
What  are  these  souls,  whom  thou  dost  now  behold? 
Yet  thou  shouldst  know,  before  we  further  go ; 
These  have  not  sinned ;  and  if  they  merit  have 
'Twas  not  siiilieient  without,  Baptism, 
The  portal  of  the  faith  in  which  ye  trust : 
And  if  they  lived  before  the  time  of  Christ 
They  did  not  pay  due  reverence  to  God ; 
And  I  myself  am  one  of  those  placed  here. 
Por  these  defects,  and  for  no  other  crime, 
We  are  undone,  and  only  thus  much  grieved 
That  we  exist  in  liminiig  without  hope." 

When  this  I  learned,  deep  grief  possessed  my  heart, 
Because  of  many  persons  of  great  worth, 
Who  as  I  knew  must  in  this  limbo  float, 
"Tell  me,  0  Master  mine,  0  tell  my  Lord," 
I  thus  began,  in  w  ish  to  be  assured 
Of  that  Faith,  which  all  error  overthrows, 
"Goes  any  forth  hence,  by  his  own  desert, 
Or  through  Another,  so  that  he  is  blest  ?  " 

Then  he,  my  covert  meaning  understood, 
Said:  "I  was  newly  come  to  this  estate, 
When  here  I  saw  arrive  a  Mighty  One, 
Crowned  with  the  evidence  of  victory. 
The  soul  of  our  first  parent  he  drew  hence ; 


Of  his  son  Abel ;  also  that  of  Noah  ; 
Moses  the  lawgiver  ;  obedient 
Abrara  the  patriarch;  and  David  king  ; 
And  Israel  with  his  father  and  his  sons; 
And  Ilachel  for  whose  sake  he  served  so  long  ; 
With  many  others  whom  he  rendered  blest. 
And  understand  thou,  that  before  this  time. 
Salvation  was  not  for  the  souls  of  jneD." 

We  ceased  not  to  advance,  the  while  he  spoke, 
But  through  the  thicket  ever  onwards  went, — 
I  mean  the  thicket  of  close-serried  souls. 
We  had  not  long  been  going  on  our  way, 
Down  from  the  highest  part,  when  shone  a  light 
Which  in  a  hemisphere  repelled  the  dark. 
We  by  some  little  distance  were  removed, 
Yet  not  so  far  but  that  I  partly  saw 
That  honourable,  persons  held  that  place, 

"0  thou  that  bonnurest  all  skill  and  art. 
Who  may  these  be,  in  such  great  honour  had, 
That,  they  are  thus  distinguished  from  the  rest  ?" 
Then  he  to  me :  "  The  honourable  fame 
Which  sounds  their  praises  in  your  world  above, 
From  heaven's  favour  this  advance  has  won." 

In  the  meanwhile  I  heard  a  voice  proclaim  : 
"  Give  honour  to  the  greatest  of  the  poeta, 
Whose  shade  that  had  departed  is  returned." 
Soon  as  the  voice  was  silent,  and  bad  ceased, 
Approaching  us  I  saw  four  noble  shades, 
Of  countenance  that  shewed  nor  grief  nor  joy ; 
And  my  good  Master,  thus  commencing,  spoke: 
"  Behold  him  with  the  falchion  in  Ins  band, 
Who  comes  before  the  three,  as  if  their  lord, 
That  one  is  Homer,  poet  sovereign  ; 


Horace,  the  satirist,  advances  next; 
Ovid  is  third,  mid  Lncan  is  tlic  Inst 
And  because  each  of  them  with  me  ...J- 
The  name  which  they  with  one  voice  all  pronounced, 
They  honour  me,  and  doing  so,  do  well." 
And  thus  I  saw  united  the  grand  school 
Of  him  the  master  of  the  loi'tv  song, 
Who  like  an  cade  soar*  above  the  rest. 
Tiiltu'Iii.t  after  they  h;id  talked  awhile, 
To  me  they  turned  with  eourtcous  salute. 
And  thereupon  my  Master  something  smiled. 
Then  they  went  on,  and  greater  honour  shewed  j 
Me  they  admitted  of  their  company, 
And  I  was  sixth  of  those  great  intellects. 

Thus  we  proceeded  towards  that  lighted  space, 
Discoursing  matters,  best  in  silence  left. 
As  was  the  speaking  them  where  then  I  was. 

The  base  of  a  grand  castle  we  approached, 
That  seven  times  was  circled  with  high  walls, 
And  guarded  round  about  by  a  fair  moat. 
This  we  passed  over,  as  if  on  dry  ground ; 
By  seven  gateways'  entered  with  the  Sages, 
And  on  a  meadow  of  fresh  verdure  came. 
Here  there  were  piuple  with  deep  serious  eyes. 
And  they  had  looks  of  awful  dignity, 
Seldom  discoursed  they,  and  in  accents  sweet. 

Here  we  withdrew  ourselves  upon  one  side 
Within  a  Intuitions,  hiirli,  ami  open  space. 
So  that  at  large  wc  could  survey  the  whole. 

1  Ths  seven  walls  ami  srifaw  iwiy  imllenle  tliL-  seven  cardinal  virtiios- 

the  ueven  srienivs  il>-  7Y ,'■■;.( j„  'rm.l  (;.i.r..<,-,; ii  hk'Wormed  th 
i.]n.':.Ui.i::il  Li'Hnft'  'jf  the  uiiiidlu  tw  .  viz.  I.njiif,  Uramnifif.  KIk+tL- 
and  Millie,  (ie,.:i[(ti;,  A 1 31  lin.. ■}',.;  Astronomy. 


And  so  before  rue,  on  the  ejiaorel  green, 

Then  were  displayed  to  me  suck  noble  shades 

That  in  beholding  them  I  felt  exalted. 

I  saw  Electra'  with  large  company, 

'Mongst  whom  1  Hector  and  JSneaa  knew, 

Ca:sar  in  armour  with  his  falcon  eye; 

Camilla,  too,  and  Penthesilea, 

And  king  Latinos  on  the  other  side, 

Who  with  Lovimaj  liis  daughter,  sat. 

And  I  saw  Brutus,  he  that  Tarqnin  chased ; 

Lucretia,  Julia,  Marcia,  Cornelia 

I  saw,  and  Saladin  alone,  apart. 

Then,  when  I  something  upwards  threw  my  glance,  ™ 

I  saw  the  Master1  of  all  meu  that  know, 

Sitting  among  the  philosophic  race; 

They  all  admired,  and  gave  him  honour  due. 

Plato  and  Socrates  I  also  saw. 

Who  nest  to  him  before  the  others  stood ; 

Deinocritus,  who  builds  the  world  by  chance; 

'['hales,  Diogenes,  and  Anaxagoras, 

Zeno,  Empedocles,  and  llcraclitus: 

I  saw  that  writer  good  on  qualities, 

I  mean  Dioscoridcs ;'  I  Orpheus  saw, 

Tully  and  hivy,  moral  Seneca, 

Geometrician  Euclid,  Ptolemy,' 

Galen,  Hippocrates,  and  Avicenua," 

Averroes,'  who  wrote  the  comment  great. 

'  Daughter  <if  All;,,.  :n:.i  tht;r  .if  Illiniums,  lliu  tnibiltr  ol  Tni.v, 

,'irnl  |.n«Hiit..r  "I'  (In.'  Hi.itnr.iiH.  Ace,  inline  Ui  (i.  Villiini  (i.  7),  the 
Kl.,ivnliii.:  lii.-t.iriiLM,  ..]>.■  riiiivrii.il  :ni-.i)j-r  .Mi  l-,  wl"  tiuiie  to  Europe 
nfl.-r  tliiMlisinTsiun  ■  (  H:il.i-1,  im.l  f,  nnil.  .1  Fir-iiY,  t>>r]iamitnf  Florence, 


•  Or  Khn^Sjia,  the  celebrated  Arabian  philosopher  and  physician; 
b.980,  d.1036. 

;  I  i|'  KI.M  li'  -1..1.  ..|'C  .v.  I  ii.i.  ;il-..  mi  Alibi  .in  ii  i.lii!.-  .[M.-r  i.ii.I  [.liv-ii'iim. 
and  a  famous  commentator  on  Aristotle  ;  b.  1149,  d.  1193. 
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22  UCFBHM,  CumlV. 

Of  all  of  these  I  cannot  treat  in  full. 
The  length  of  subject  so  pursuing  me. 
That  words  oft  fail  me  to  describe  the  tilings. 
To  two  diminished  was  f lie  band  of  six  : 
Another  way  my  U-jirrn.-d  Master  led 
Fur Ih  from  the  quiet  to  the  throbbing  air ;  "" 
And  to  a  part  T  came  where  shines  no  light. 
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CANTO  V. 


WINNERS  IS"  [,i>VE-Pll.lNVi:s('.\  ANDLMOLO, 

From  fill!  lirst.  circle  [  departed  thus 

On  to  the  second,  which  includes  less  space, 

And  by  so  inlicll,  more  shriek -compelling  wot. 

There  Minos  stands  all  horrible  and  frowns : 

lie  at  the  entrance  the  offences  tries  : 

Hears  and  gives  judgment  as  he  wreathes  himself. 

I  say  that  when  the  evil-fated  soul 

Before  him  comes,  all  stands  at  once  confessed  ; 

And  this  examiner  of  wickedness, 

l'erreives  uliat  pan  of  Hell  for  it  is  meet, 

And  girds  him  with  his  lail  us  many  times 

As  grades  below  lie  wills  it  should  be  placed. 


Always  before  liini  stands  a  multitude. 

And  each  one,  in  his  turn,  for  judgment  comes ; 

They  plead,  and  bear  tlieir  doom;  Iben  are  cast  down. 

"0  thou,  wlio  contest  to  (.his  sad  abode," 
Said  Minos  to  me,  when  he  mc  beheld, 
Leaving  tiiu  luifiiiL'-H  of  his  awful  post, 
"Beware  of  entering,  and  in  whom  thou  trustest. 
Nor  let  the  broadness  of  the  gate  deceive."  "■" 
Then  spoke  my  guide  to  him  :  "  Why  cricst  thou  ? 
Hinder  not  thou  his  progress  destinicd, 
lie  wills  it  there,  where  all  is  possible 
That  enn  be  willed ;  no  further  question  make." 

Already  did  W-aiu  the  summing  sounds 
To  make  them  heard,  for  now  I  had  arrived 
Where  much  complaining  struck  upon  the  ear. 
I  came  into  a  place  deprived  of  light 

And  roaring  as  the  sea  docs  in  a  storm, 

When  it  is  fought  with  by  opposing  winds.  * 

The  infernal  whirlwind  which  has  never  rest 

final  ehus  the  spirits  in  its  fierce  career; 

Turning  and  bruising  them,  it  tortures  them. 

When  they  arrived  upon  the  precipice. 

Then  were'  there  shrieks  and  outcries  and  laments; 

They  cursed  the  power  of  divinity. 

I  understood  that  to  this  punishment 

Were  damned  those  sinners  in  the  carnal  flesh, 

"Who  to  desire  their  reason  had  abased. 

And  as  the  starlings  on  their  wings  are  borne, 

In  time  of  winter,  in  a  full  broad  flight. 

So  did  this  blast  the  evil  spirits  bear, 

Above,  below,  on  this  side  and  on  that. 

No  hope  to  them  can  ever  comfort  bring, 

Either  of  rest  or  lesser  punishment; 

And  as  the  cranes  fly,  singing  forth  their  cries, 


L>n:li: 


Forming  themselves  a  long  tile  in  the  air, 

So  saw  I  come,  ejaculating  sobs. 

The  shadows  carried  on  this  gust  of  woe. 

Then  said  I,  "  Master,  tell  mc  who  arc  these 
Whom  the  dark  blast  so  sorely  castigates  ?  " 
"  The  first  of  these  of  whom  iutelbgence 
Thou  wouldst  obtain,"  he  then  tn  me  thus  spoke, 
"  Was  empress  over  many  languages ; 
So  prone  she  was  to  vicious  luxury. 
That  lust  was  licensed  by  her  very  laws,1 
To  sink  the  shame  at  which  she  had  arrived: 
This  is  Serniramis,  of  whom  we  read 
That  she  succeeded  ivinus,  was  bis  wife, 
And  held  the  country  which  the  Soldan  rules. 
The  next  is  she'  who  killed  herself  for  love, 
And  with  Siehau*'  ashes  broke  her  faith; 
Luxurious  Cleopatra  comes  the  nest," 
I  saw  that  Helen  for  whom  so  much  crime 
Was  so  long  worked  :  1  great  Achilles  saw, 
Who  perished  at  the  last  for  sake  of  love.1 
Paris  I  saw,  and  Tristram;'  thousands  more 
He  shewed,  and  pointed  out  to  me  by  name. 
Whom  love  from  life  on  earth  did  separate. 
After  my  learned  teacher  I  hod  heard 
These  knights  of  old  and  ladies  tell  by  name, 
Pity  subdued  me,  and  I  was  amazed. 

Then  I  spoke  out ;  "  0  Poet !  I  could  wish 
To  speak  to  (hose  two  who  together  come, 

1  Mailing  (fri  -i'l-s  III''  I  !liri-'i:nL  U i> [. -ri.Lii.  writi:!!'  ^.iLiir;u<];*h  Im. 
this  jnuiiuige  (i.  i): — "PriyjiLm:  i.ninuLiriiiitii  |.ul.]iiM  -cr-lpre  nbU-lit. 
I'ri.LqiiL  tllim  III  .  .  .  I'lli'i:!.-  liliiliun  i'-'T,  lil".ni:n  fiLTtt."  She  Jim- 
rlsimnl  imivi!rs:il  lkTI:;v.  In  milk.'  (hi;  -h.ilui;  nf  her  "Mil  lift  (III;  Its* 

remarkable. 

5  Dido.  1  Adiilk*  »■:«!  Mln.it  :it  his  1  ■  cj ■  J :> I  with  I'lilv.vMa. 

'  In  Ihe  Boinanci!  uf  Arthur  -tins  lnver  nf  Qumi  Inntla,  nwf»lain  by 
Mark,  king  of  Cumwalt,  her  husband. 


And  arc  so  swiftly  borne  upon  tin;  wind." 
Then  lit  to  me :  "Thou  wilt  mark  when  they  draw- 
More  near  to  us,  and  them  thou  maysi  invoke 
By  the  love  moving  them,  mid  ihcv  will  come." 
Soon  as  the  wliirlniml  turned  to  ns  their  course, 
t  raise<!  my  voiee  :  "  0  persecuted  souls. 
Come  and  speak  w  illi  us,  if  none  el.-o  forbids." 
Like  turtle  doves  who  by  affection  called, 

Wheel  through  I  lie  air  as  walled  by  their  wish, 
These  issued  from  the  throng  where  Dido  was, 
To  eome  to  us  through  that  malignant  air: 
Such  power  had  the  voice  of  kindliness. 

"  0  thou  benignant  ano1  most  gracious  one, 
Who  through  this  grey  air  goest  visiting, 
We'  who  have  dyed  the  earth  with  bloody  stains. 
If  He  who  rides  the  world  wi  re  friend  to  us, 
Him  would  we  pray  to  grant  lliee  happiness, 
lor  that  thou  ]ii(ies(  our  linpless  fate. 
Of  what  it  pleases  (.hoe  to  hear  and  speak 
We  will  both  hear,  and  with  thee  converse  hold, 
While  the  great  wind,  as  now,  shall  silent  be. 
The  country  lies,  which  gave  to  me  my  birth. 
On  the  sea-border  where  the  l'o  descends, 
With  all  his  tributaries  to  find  rest. 

-'■Thcwnit,  Krai  *-n  (liaiidil.T,  f  i,-|i..!,.,la  I'„k-iju,  L-ml  uf  liavcnual, 

:iu.l  Tjwl.1,  (s.jti  i.f  .Miil;.t.- 1..,  l,..nl  i.f  liinmii.)  li>;r  IliisI^iuI'h  l.r..ll],:r. 
They  Men.-  -uri'Ti-.-l  t-  .-■.llj.r,  i.J:liii  b.^  lli'-  iiu.-l  .iii.|.  jji'l  burk1.!  ill  1  li'- 
aiimif  (frave.  Tliin  hiij>]n:ii«l  in  ]->SS.  A  ut.-I.iIii.!  in.nriai;.-  luul  Ion 
.■■iri(Tiv..-.l  by  :l  '.Tll'-l  il-mil.  AlU-r  I"!.:;  L-nrilily  I'Jullta  ajl'l  MiillLt'-lil 
■Aish.il  tn  fnliiUi-li  |«:i.-i-  liy  ;in  E  aj  l  I  a . ->  ■  Ih-nv.-.-ri  lli.ir  families,  .(iiira 
Ci.rtt..  (in- .1. ill ii  tin/  Limit )  .me  i.f  tilt'  s  n-.if  .Malutota.  a  .M'.iriiidl  man 

iiliiMr.'|iul?ivt  riin.cjri         v:i.  fir  |...!LlL.-;Li  nii...:i.-.-h'rl.'il  by  tin  n- 

tra.-tii.i;  |.itl.i,-B  us  l.)iv  f.itnri'  tin-bun  1  nf  KraruWJi.  Ilul  tin-  r,.r.ilmliilit) 
■jf  tier  nlniiii-  liim  uii.  Envi-.-.-ii,  anil  ii  «-  arrai]:.-.-.!  thill  the  Imly 

hIimiiM  It-  «i.«J  by  his  tiiiiiilM.ru.'  iiml  n  -iul.li.bi-1  lu-.ilher  ra.il. .,  »hi, 
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i.irrn.'l'.,  Hun  iiin...i.ii!lr  .■..rmiinui.t,  remained. 
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Love,  which  soon  occupies  a  iriider  heart, 
Laid  hold  on  this  one  by  the  beauteous  form 
Torn  from  me  so,  that  1  resent  it  still. 
Love,  who  permits  no  loved  one  not  to  love, 
Laid  hold  on  me  because  1  so  pleased  him 
That  us  thou  secst,  still  he  leaves  me  not. 
Love  led  ns  both  on  lo  the  one  same  death. 
And  Caina*  waits  for  hirn  who  spilt  our  life." 

Such  were  the  words  that  reached  ns  from  those  two, 
And  as  I  heard  this  from  those  tortured  souls, 
I  bowed  my  face,  and  held  it  downward  long,  "' 
Until  the  Poet  spoke;  "What  arc  thy  thoughts?  " 
And  as  I  answered,  I  began  :  "Alas! 
How  many  tender  thoughts,  how  much  desire 
Have  brought  them  n>  this  miserable  puss !  " 
Then  I  returned  to  them  and  spoke  again, 
Beginning,  "O  Francesca,  thy  great  woes 
Have  made  me  in  all  grief  and  pity  weep: 
But  tell  me,  in  the  season  of  sweet  sighs, 
At  what,  and  in  what  way  love  granted  you. 
To  understand  your  wishes  dubious  P" 
Then  she  to  me,  "There  is  no  greater  grief 
Than  the  remembering  of  a  happy  t  ime 
In  mi  sen  ;:  and  this,  thy  teacher  knows  : 
But  if  to  learn  the  root  original 
Of  this  our  love,  thou  hast  so  great  desire, 
I  will  be  like  to  one  who  sohs  and  speaks. 
For  our  pleasure  we  were  one  day  reading 
Of  Lancelot/  and  how  love  held  him  fast : 

s  Tlie  pin™  fir  broUter-miuderers.    In.  xcdi.  59. 

•  Alni"L-1  I'tu  rlv  lYurn  [>■  I.nlin  nf  ISn.lljiii^  :  "In  muni  ?nlvi>r^it;iT.- 
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We  worn  alone,  and  fret;  from  all  distrust. 
And  many  times  our  eyes  were  made  to  meet 
By  tliat  perusal,  ami  mjr  cheeks  turned  pale; 
But  it  was  one  place  only  vanquished  us; 
For  as  we  read  of  the  desired  smile 
And  how  by  such  a  lover  it  was  kissed  j 
lie  lvlin  uiav  never  pari  from  me  again 
Trembling  all  over,  kissed  me  on  the  month  : 
A  Galahad  the  book  was  and  its  writer: 
And  Cor  that  day  wc  read  in  it  no  more." 
\\  hilc  the  one  spirit  thus  delivered  her, 
The  other  cried  in  such  wise,  that  for  pity 
I  sank  whbin,  as  if  about  to  die: 
And  even  as  a  dead  corpse  falls,  I  fell. 


CANTO  VI. 


TTlfi  THIRD  CIRCLE.— THB  ETBBSAt  HAIL— THE  GLUTTOSC-ust.- 
■  CUCCO.— rLOBBNCB.— THB  day  of  juoqment. 

Whbh  sense  came  back  to  mc,  which  had  retreated 

Before  the  anaiii.Jii  of  tlui.-i'  kinsfolk  twain, 

Who  had  in  sorrow  all  confounded  mc ; 

Fresh  torments  and  fresh  persons  tormented 

I  saw  around,  wherever  I  advanced. 

Wherever  turned,  or  ever  threw  mine  eves. 

I  was  in  the  third  circle,  of  the  rain 

Eternal,  cold,  and  grievous,  and  accursed; 

Its  law  and  quality  are  never  changed. 

Great  hailstones,  and  discoloured  rain,  and  snow  " 

Through  the  dark  afmo:-pl:(Ti'  come  rn.-hmg  down, 

And  the  earth  stinks,  that  takes  it  to  itself. 


i  ixrauo.  c„„, 

Cerberus,  cruel  nml  stnmge-shapcn  beast, 
With  triple  throat  is  barking  like  a  dog, 
Over  the  people  that  an;  whelmed  here. 
His  eyes  arc  red,  anil  black  bin  greasy  mane; 
His  belly  large;  with  talons  on  bis  pans; 
Ho  rends  and  tears  the  spirits,  tossing  them ; 
The  heavy  shower  makes  them  howl  like  dogs; 
Under  one  side,  the  other  they  protect, 
With  frequent  shift,  these  outcasts  impious. 

Now  ran  at  us,  the  great  worm  Cerberus, 
His  mouth  wide  open,  and  be  shewed  bis  fangs  ; 
There  was  no  limb  of  him  that  did  not  quake. 
And  my  conductor,  spread  his  hands  apart, 
Collected  earth,  and  with  his  grasp  full  charged, 
Flung  it  within  that  gullet  ravenous : 
As  is  a  do«  that  hungers  when  be  barks, 
And  after  ho  has  ate  his  food  is  still, 
Thinking  and  striving  oidy  to  gorge  this  ; 
In  such  sort  did  the  filthy  jaws  behave 
01  t  Viherii*  (he  demon,  who  so  stuns 
The  souls  as  makes  them  wish  that  they  were  deaf. 

Now  passed  we  over  on  the  similes,  beat  down 
By  that  bard  rain,  arid  planted  our  footsteps 
Upon  their  empty  forms,  that  seemed  like  men. 
They  all  lay  without  rising  on  the  ground 
But  one,  who  raised  himself  to  sit,  so  soon 
As  he  observed  us  passing  over  him. 
"0  thou,  that  art  conducted  through  this  Hell," 
lie  said,  "consider  it'  thou  knowest  mo, 
Fur  thou  wast  born  before  1  was  undone." 
Then  I  to  him  :  "  The  anguish  which  thou  bast , 
Haply  has  chased  thee  from  my  memory. 
So  that  it  seems  I  never  thee  beheld : 
But  tell  me  who  thou  art,  that  to  this  sail 


Place  art  remiUt'il,  and  pains  so  ordained 
That  others  may  lie  greater,  sharper  none." 

Then  lie  to  me :  "Thy  city,  which  is  full 
Of  hatred,  so  that  measure  it  exceeds. 
Held  me  within  her,  in  the  life  serene : 
Ye,  townsmen  mine,  did  call  me  Ciacco.1 
For  my  pernicious  sin  of  gluLtonj 
I  am,  thou  scest,  harassed  by  this  rain. 
And  I  atn  not  the  only  wrctr-hrri  soul, 
For  all  these  sull'er  the  like  punishment 
For  the  like  fault ; "  and  then  lie  said  no  more. 

Answer  I  made  :  "Ciacco,  thy  sad  case 
So  weighs  on  ran,  that  it  invito  to  tears. 
]iut  say,  if  known  to  thee,  to  what  will  come 
The  citizens  of  that  divided  state ; 
If  any  there  are  just;  and  tell  the  cause 
Why  by  such  di^ronl  it  has  hern  attacked." 
Then  he  to  rae  said  :  "After  long  disputes1 

1  CiVm  niei.nsW;  it.  is  ills"  1.11  nl  .1  in-i-i.it  i.  .u  ,.f  Tampo,  winch  may 
have  bran  the  (.'liristinri  iiriuiL'  'if  thl.-  l''l--n  utii-.L:.  Hi-  ikmily  linrjiu  li.-i 
n.it  Iwi  |>rcscni-.l.  lit-  li=iir.>s  I nl. .til;  u-illi  T'ilij.|i..  Arji-nti  mill  (iiran 
Di'lmtit  in  'jnu  ..-I'  tin1  iH'irir.:.       til"  IXvriiNi.T'irj  ti\,  M  as  ml  muusiiii* 
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And  to  the  level  of  that  blind  crew  sank. 
Then  said  my  guide  to  mt :  "  No  more  he  wakes 
On  tin's  side  of  the  angel  trumpet's  sound, 
Wlien  will  arrive  the  .!udge  his  enemy. 
Each  to  his  drear  grave  will  again  return, 
And  will  resume  his  flesh  ,ind  outward  form. 
And  will  hear  that,  which  shall  for  ever  ring." 

So  we  passed  over  on  that  ugly  mass 
Of  spirits,  and  the  rain,  with  tardy  steps. 
Something  conversing  of  the  future  life. 
And  then  I  said :  "  0  Muster,  will  these  pains 
After  their  sentence  great,  be  multiplied 
Or  be  diminished,  or  as  pungent  be  ?  " 
Then  he  to  me  r  "  Unto  thy  Science5  turn, 
Which  says,  that  the  more  perfect  is  the  thing 
The  more  it  will  or  pain  or  pleasure  feel : 
And  thus,  nltlmugli  riu's  miserable  race 
To  true  perfection  never  can  attain. 
Yet  will  they  then  expect  it  more  than  now:" 

We  took  a  circuit  round  upon  the  bank, 
Conversing  more,  of  which  I  nothing  tell ; 
And  came  to  that  place  where  the  way  descends: 
Here  we  found  Phitus  the  great  enemy. 

■  The  IrittoWiio ptulstopbr.  The  immediate  illmton  may  tw  to  the 
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CANTO  VII. 


"Paps  Sa/irh,  pap,'  6V./w,  nh'/ipe!"' 

])roke  forth  thus  Pint  us,  with  a  choking  voice. 
And  then  that  learned  one,  who  all  things  knew. 
Said  to  restore  me :  "  1*1  not  trouble  thee 
This  terror,  for  no  power  that  he  has 
Can  hinder  thee  from  going  ihiwn  this  steep." 
Then  he  turned  round  to  that  inflated  face, 
And  said  ;  "  Be  silent,  thou  accursed  wolf; 
Consume  thyself  within  with  thine  own  rage. 

Above  it  is  resolved,  where  Michael 

The  vengeance  for  the  proud  rebellion  worked/' 

Then  as  a  ship's  sails  that  are  swelled  with  wind, 
Fall  all  involved,  if  ever  snaps  the  must, 

Ailvanein^  Mi\v;mts  to  the  mournful  hank 

1  Mriy  >*.■  ri::iiliTi.il.  H''  SutaTi  '  1  [.i  >.-,l:in  !  tn  v  : l  1  -|  ■> - : l  i.r  etiicf !  " — nil 
(■\nlniii:iti..n  t,f  ulnriii  iiinl  w^.Tiiiiii  :i1  Ihi-  .[.r. .n.-Fi  ..I'  Vtrsril  iin.l  ['antr, 
ntti'i'Ml  )>>■  I'lntii.--.  111.'  hi-nlli.'ii  fTiiii-  .if  rii'li'-s,  «-ln>  |>n.wirlw  "v.ir  ttiB 
jnuii^  Inn  (ill  i  if  111.'  iiViiririMii!.  :iii.I  ].r.«lii;:il,  n.-  -lift  (VrWrus  nvnr  ilint  i.f 
tin?  ^nHnnnm, 
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Which  all  the  ills  of  all  the  world  confines. 
Ah  !  Justice  of  the  Lord  t  w  hich  so  heaps  up 
New  pains  anil  (orim-nCs,  such  as  I  have  seen, 
Anil  vhj  does  our  offence  expend  them  thus  ? 

As  does  a  wave  upon  Charybdis'  pool, 
That  breaks  in  dashing  with  another  wave; 
So  here,  it  seemed,  the  people  circled  round. 
Here  I  saw  more  than  1  had  seen  before, 
On  this  side,  and  on  that,  with  bowlings  loud, 
Who  rolled  huge  weights,  by  pushing  with  their  breasts 
Meeting,  they  struck  each  other;  afterwards, 
They  all  faced  round,  returning  back  again, 
Crying :  "  Why  hoSdcst  ?    Vhy  dost  throw*  away  ?" 
So  in  that  murky  round  they  ever  went. 
In  eacli  direction,  to  the  other  side ; 
And  still  thus  sang  that  burl  lien  of  reproach. 
Turned  each  one,  as  tin-  other  side  was  gained. 
Through  half  the  circle,  for  another  joust. 

Then  I,  who  fell,  iny  heart  to  pity  stirred, 
Said :  "  0,  my  Master,  show  me  now,  1  pray. 
What  men  arc  these,  and  if  they  all  were  priests. 
These,  with  the  shaven  crowns,  upon  the  leftr1" 
Then  he  to  me :  "  All  these  were  slant- sighted 
In  their  souls'  vision,  in  the  former  life ; 
So  that  they  nothing  in  just  measure  spent. 
The  howling  voices  clearly  this  proclaim, 
When  to  the  two  points  of  the  course  they  come, 
Where  the  opposing  vice  encounters  them. 
But  those  were  priests,  who  have  no  covering 
Of  hair  on  head,  and  cardinals  and  popes, 
In  whom  did  avarice  its  power  work." 

Then  I :  "O,  Master,  of  so  many  such 
There  must  be  some  whom  I  could  recognise, 
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Who  by  this  kind  of  evil  were  deformed." 

Then  he  to  me :  "  Thou  dost  a  vain  thought  nurse ; 

The  sordid  life  which  thus  detruded  them 

Condemns  thein  now  to  dark  obscurity. 

Ever  will  these  to  the  two  joustings  come; 

One  set  will  rise  from  out  their  sepulchres 

With  close  shut  lisls,  flu;  others  with  shorn  hair, 

111  keeping,  and  ill  spending,  the  fair  world 

Has  lost  to  them,  and  brought  them  to  this  shock. 

Which  what  il  is  no  hinuriiiiire  needs  de-eribe.  '* 

Thou  mayst,  my  son,  now  see  how  short  the  joy 

Of  the  good  things  that  are  in  Fortune's  gift. 

For  which  the  human  race  such  struggle  makes. 

And  all  the  guld  that,  is  beneath  the  moon. 

Or  ever  was,  of  all  these  wearied  souls, 

For  even  one,  could  never  buy  repose." 

Then  said  I :  "  Master,  tell  me  yet  again  : 
This  Fortune,  of  whom  thou  hast  mention  made. 
What  is  she,  that  the  world's  good  so  can  wield  ?  " 
Then  lie  to  me  said  :  "0,  yc  simple  ones,  " 
What,  ignorance  is  this,  that  injures  you  1 
But  noil'  I  would  that  all  should  learn  iny  words. 
He  whose  intelligence  traiisccndeth  all, 
Laid  out  the  heavens  and  gave  them  ministers,1 
So  that  each  part  upon  each  part  should  shine, 
The  brightness  equally  distributing. 
So  likewise  for  the  splendours  of  the  earth 
Ordains  he  a  chief  minister  and  guide. 
To  shift  from  time  to  time  the  fickle  good 
From  race  to  race,  and  among  families. 
Beyond  the  weak  control  of  human  sense. 
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Thus  rules  one  nation,  while  another  sinks. 

As  following  the  course  of  Iter  decree, 

Which  lies  deep  hidden,  like  the  snake  in  grass. 

Your  wisdom  nothing  can  with  her  compare, 

For  she  forcsct--,  ilt-libcriUrs,  and  rules 

Her  kingdom,  as  the  other  Powers  tiieirs. 

Her  permutations  no  repose  admit, 

Necessity  obliges  her  to  speed : 

So  thick  they  come,  one  dogs  the  others  close. 

And  this  is  she  who  is  so  mueh  reviled 

By  those  who  ought  the  most  to  give  her  praise, 

Giving  her  wrongful  blame  and  evil  words. 

But  she  is  blest,  and  nothing  hears  of  this  ; 

Glad  with  the  other  first  created  ones, 

She  rolls  her  sphere,  delighted  in  her  joy. 

Descend  we  now  to  what  more  pity  claims : 

Already  setting  are  the  stars,  which  rose 

As  we  went  forth,  and  we  must  not  delay." 

TVe  crossed  the  circle  to  the  other  bank  ** 
Whore  rose  a  spring  which  bubbled  forth,  and  flowed 
In  a  deep  channel  which  led  down  from  it : 
Darker  tiian  perse-colour1  the  water  was, 
And  we,  in  company  with  that  black  stream. 
Entered,  descending  hv  a  ruu'gcd  way. 
A  marsh  is  formed,  which  has  the  name  of  Styx, 
By  this  sad  river,  when  it  has  descended 
Down  to  the  foot  of  its  malign  dark  bunks. 

Then  T,  who  stood  intent  and  wondering, 
Saw  people  that  were  mire'd  in  that  slough  "° 
All  naked  and  of  tortured  countenance. 
These  struck  each  other,  not  with  hands  alone, 
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But  with  the  head,  and  with  the  breast  and  feet, 
And  ton;  cadi  other  piecemeal  with  their  teeth. 

Spoke  lilt  L'ihhI  .Master:  "  Here,  my  son,  thou  seest 

The  souls  of  those  whom  anger  overcame ; 
And  further,  I  would  have  tlice  well  to  know 
That  'neut.li  the  water  there  arc  some  who  sigh 
And  make  this  wafer  bubble  at  the  top, 
As  the  eye  shows  thee  casting  it  around." 

Then  spoke  those  plunged  in  mire  :  "  We  were  morose 

In  the  pure  air  which  in  the  sun  is  glad, 

Within  us  carrying  a  sullen  fume; 

Now  are  we  sad  litre  in  this  darksome  sliiue." 

This  lay  came  thickly  gurgling  out  of  throats, 
That  could  articulate  no  perfect  words. 
Then  took  we  round  thai  sink  of  loathsomeness 
A  vast  sweep  'twixt  the  dry  bank  aud  the  sludge, 
"Willi  eyes  still  turned  upon  the  inud-engulfed ; 1 
And  came  at  length  uuto  a  tower's  foot.  '" 
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i-llJ.KCV.lS.— l  ll.in-H)  .lllilKNTl-THK  SIXTH  i:mCLK.-THE 

BURKING  CITY  of  Jiia.  -THE  PALLBM  ANQEI& 

(.'untinui.no  my  tide,  as  soon  as  we 

At  foot  of  that  high  tower  were  arrived, 

Our  eyes  were  upwards  to  its  lop  attracted 

By  two  ilamcs  wliich  we  saw  in  station  there; 

And  from  afar,  another  made  a  signal, 

So  far,  as  hardly  could  the  eye  discern.' 

And  fo  the  Sea1  of  all  lore  as  I  turned, 

I  said :  "  \\  hat  says  ihis,  anil  what  answer  gives 

That  otlier  fire  ?    Who  arc  they,  that  make  it  ?  " 

Then  lie  tonic;  "  Upon  the  filthy  waves  " 

Thou  mayst  now  see  that  wliich  is  waited  for, 

Unless  bv  vapimrs  nl  I  lie  marsh  concealed." 

Mo  i|uiek  no  bowstring  ever  urged  llie  shaft 

As  now  I  saw  a  hark  diminutive, 

Approaching  us  n;niu  flu;  waters  there, 

Under  the  guidance  of  a  single  boatman ; 

W  ho  cried  :  "  What  art  thou  come,  thou  caitiff  soul  ?  " 

"  l'hlegyas,'  l'hlcgyas,  thus  in  vain  you  cry 

1  A  .-i-inl  f.ir  tlir  hat  is  m:i<k-  ami  aiis«cr«L  :  Virgil. 
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For  this  time,"  answering  him  my  Master  said;  * 
"  He  is  your's  no  longer,  than  to  piiss  the  marsh." 
As  one  who  hearing  of  some  great  deceit 
That  has  been  worked  on  him,  bewails  himself; 
Sucli  one  was  I'hlegyns,  in  his  gathered  rage. 

My  leader  now  went  down  into  the  boat, 
And  then  caused  me  to  enter  it  with  him  ; 
Hut  it  seemed  laden  only  when  I  came. 
Soon  as  my  leader  and  myself  embarked, 
The  ancient  prow  moved  on,  and  cut  its  way 
Deeper  in  water,  than  with  others  wont. 
As  we  were  going  on  the  stagnant  pool. 
Before  me,  threw  himself,  one  bathed  in  mud, 
Haying  :  "  Who  art  thou,  coining  ere  thy  time  r  " 
Then  I  to  him  :  "I  come,  but  not  to  stay; 
Hut  who  art  thou,  that  art  become  so  fold  ?  " 
He  said  :  "  Thou  seest  1  am  one  that  wails." 
I  then  to  him  :  "  With  mailings  and  with  pains. 
Accursed  spirit,  mayst  thou  here  remain, 
Tor,  all  fouled  as  thou  art,  I  know  thee  well." 
Then  on  the  boat  lie  seized  with  both  his  hands:  " 
On  which  the  prudent.  Master  thrust  him  off, 
Saying  :  "  Away  !  to  join  the  other  dogs." 
Then  with  his  arms  nicirclerl  lie  mv  neck, 
Aud  kissed  mv  face,  and  said  :  "  6  noble  soul, 
How  blessed  she  who  bore  thee  in  her  womb. 
This  was  a  proud  une  in  the  world  above; 
There  is  no  good  to  deck  his  memory, 
And  so,  his  shade  is  here  with  torture  mad. 
How  many  mouarehs  held  tliein  high  on  earth, 
And  now  here  wallow  like  to  swine  in  mire, 
Leaving  behind  them  horrible  dispraise." 
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Then  I :  "  O  Master,  I  have  great  desire 
To  see  him  sui locating  in  the  slough, 
Before  we  leave  the  limits  of  the  lake." 
Ami  he  to  me  :  "  Before  the  other  shore 
Shall  show  itself,  tlion  wilt  be  satisfied  ; 
Thy  wish  shall  be  fulfilled  to  thy  delight." 
Soon  after  this,  beheld  1  such  a  rush 
Made  on  him  by  the  miry  populace. 
That  yet  I  praise  God  for  it,  and  rejoice. 
They  all  yelled :  "  At  Filippo  Argent i ! "  '  . 
And  the  wild  spirit  of  that  Florentine 
Turned  himself  with  his  teeth  against  himself; 
And  so  I  left  him,  and  no  more  can  tell. 

Now  on  my  cars  there  fell  a  sound  of  woe. 
So  that  I  strained  my  eyes  intent  to  look. 
And  the  good  master  said:  "And  now,  my  sun, 
The  city  nears,  which  has  the  name  of  Dis, 
With  its  dread  citizens,  and  host  of  men." 
I  then:  "O  Master,  all  its  minarets  " 
There  in  the  valley  clearly  I  discern 
Bright  red,  as  if  from  forth  a  furnace  come." 
Then  he  to- me  :  "  The  everlasting  fire 
Which  hums  within,  thus  ruddy  makes  them  show. 
As  thou  canst  sec  in  this  low  depth  of  hell." 
We  now  advanced  within  the  fosses  deep. 
Which  trenched  about  that  place  disconsolate  : 
The  walls  appeared  as  if  of  iron  made. 
Not  without  making  tirst  a  circuit  large, 
Wo  reached  the  place  at  which  the  boatman  shouting,  " 
Cried  :  "  Get  ye  out,  for  here  the  entrance  is." 
Within  the  gate  beheld  I  many  thousands 
Of  those  rained  down  from  heaven  :  angrily 
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They  tiiiil  :  "  \\  ho  may  this  be,  wlio  without  death 
Thus  tlirougli  the  kingdom  of  the  dead  proceeds  P " 
Then  did  my  learned  Master  signal  make. 
To  show  he  wished  lo  speak  with  them  apart; 
And  they  a  little  hated  their  gnat  rage, 
And  said  :  "Coine  thou  alone,  hut  lie  must  go. 
Who  lias  so  boldly  entered  on  this  realm; 
Alone  he  must  return  on  his  fool's  way; 
See  if  lie  can :  hut  thou  sludt  here  remain, 
Who  oti  so  dark  a  road  hast  marshalled  hiiu." 

Ik'thiok  thee,  reader,  how  I  must  have  sunk 
At  hearing  of  these  most  accursed  words; 
liecause  I  thought  I  never  should  return. 
"0  my  dear  leader,  who  these  seven*  limes. 
Hast  hrought  me  safety,  ami  hast  rescued  me 
Prom  depths  of  danger  which  surrounded  me. 
Do  not  now  leave  me,"  I  said,  "  thus  undone. 
If  the  advancing  further  is  denied, 
Together  let  us  our  swift  steps  retrace." 
And  then  the  Master  who  thus  far  had  led, 
Said  to  me :  "  Fear  not ;  for  our  onward  course 
No  one  can  stop,  by  such  is  made  our  grant 
Mere  wait  for  me,  ami  to  thy  anxious  soul 
Give  comforl,  and  with  good  hope  nourish  it. 
Forsake  thee  will  I  not  in  this  deep  world." 

Thus  then  departed,  leaving  me  alone, 
Mv  loving  father,  and  in  doubt  T  stayed, 
Revolving— Yes  or  No— would  he  return. 
What  he  proposed  to  them,  I  could  not  hear, 
Hut  he  for  no  long  lime  stood  there  with  them  ; 
To  get  first  in,  they  with  each  other  vied, 
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Ami  these  our  enemies  then  shut  the  gale 
Against  my  Master  who  remained  outside, 
And  with  slow  p;u-es  wended  back  to  me: 
With  downcast  eyes,  and  looks  that  were  deprived 
Of  all  their  courage,  he  with  sighings  spoke: 
"  Who  has  denied  to  me  these  sad  abodes  ?  " 
Then  said  to  me  :  "Because  I  am  in  wrath, 
tear  not  but  I  shall  conquer  in  the  strife, 
Whnte'er  resistanr-e  is  prepared  within. 
No  novelty  is  this  their  insolence; 
They  showed  it  once  at  that  less  secret  gate/ 
Which  without  locks  remains  until  this  day, 
And  over  which  thou  sawest  the  dread  scroll : 
And  hither  now  from  it  descends  the  steep 
Proceeding  through  the  circles  without  guide, 
One  such,  that  for  him  will  the  city  open." 

«  Referring  to  a  similar  rcrisUuu-e  supposed  to  hm  beta  inn.1 
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SoON  83  the  colour,  which  by  fear  was  chased. 

My  k'adcr  saw  returning  to  my  cheeks. 

Again  his  own  looks  lie  himself  resumed  : 

Intent  lie  held  himself,  as  listening, 

Rcran-c  for  no  long  spaee  the  eve  could  pierce 

Through  the  black  air,  and  through  the  vapour  (lell^e. 

"  Yet  will  it  fall  to  us  to  win  this  fight," 

lie  thus  began  ;  "  if  not— then  we  have  help— 

And  j  et  how  slow  i.o  me  that  one  arrives." 

T  eould  perceive  liim  Irving  (o  correct 

What  he  first  said,  by  that  which  followed  it, 

Which  was  iii  conflict  with  what  went  before  : 
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And  not  the  less  his  speech  occasioned  four, 
Because  itiliTjirci  ill!-  Ins  broken  words, 
Perhaps  I  took  them  worse  thau  lie  had  meant. 

"  Into  this  depth  of  the  distressful  hollow 
Descend  they  ever  from  that  upper  stage 
Where  loss  of  hope  is  all  their  punishment  P  " 
Such  question  made  T ;  then  he,  "  Hare  indeed 
Jl  happens,"  answering  me,  "that  one  of  us 
Performs  the  journey,  on  which  now  I  go. 
Yet  true  it  is,  that  once  to  upper  life 
I  was  evoked  by  liurce  tlriehi.lm's 1  spells, 
Who  to  their  bodies  would  call  spirits  back  : 
A  short  time  was  1  parted  from  the  flesh. 
When  me  she  forced  to  go  within  that  wall, 
To  fetch  fofther  a  soul  from  Judas'  plaec. 
That  is  the  lowest  place,  most  dark  of  all. 
Farthest  from  heaven,  which  the  whole  surrounds. 
I  know  the  road  well,  therefore  he  secure. 
The  lake,  which  its  great  stenches  thus  exhales, 
In  midst  of  it  the  Woeful  City  holds. 
Where  without  rage  we  cannot  enter  in  j  " 
And  more  he  said,  but  what  I  cannot  tell, 
For  I  was  wholly  by  a  sight  engrossed, 
Near  that  high  tower  witli  the  burning  ton, 
Where,  in  a  moment,  suddenly  I  saw 
The  three  infernal  Furies,  .stained  with  blood  ; 
A  woman's  limbs  and  gesture  they  displayed, 
And  were  begin  wiili  hydras  of  green  hue ; 
Serpents  and  vipers  had  they  for  their  hair, 
With  which  their  horrid  brows  were  filleted. 
Then  he  who  knew  them  as  the  waiting-maids 
Of  her  who  is  the  Queen1  of  endless  woe : 


1  The  rmme  i>r  n  TLeswlinn  sorceress  introduced  by  Lumn  (Fhnriilto, 
vi.  Mi.In.ll.i  r.iin  i  Bj.'irit  f  m  Si;  i  tin  I'mnffim.  il  is,  nilhrii.'iix 
kn„im,  :in  ir:vrni:,.ii      I>;i:it,^  l!i:,t  V  r-il  v.:,.*  imiiiivil  liy  kcr. 


IXFKI1SI). 


"  Beware,"  lie  said,  "  the  dread  Errimes : 

That  is  Megssra  on  the  left  hand  side, 

Alecto,  she  who  howls  upon  the  right, 

Tisiphone  the  mid  one"  —then  he  slopped. 

With  talons,  each  of  them  did  (car  her  breast  j 

They  struck  tlieir  hands,  and  cried  in  such  loud  tone," 

That  to  the  Poet  1  in  terror  shrunk. 

"  Come  now.  Medusa/  if  we  made  him  stone," 
They  all  cried,  looking  on  me  from  above, 
"  We  should  not  Theseus'  foray  ill  avenge." 

"  Turn  thee  away,  and  keep  thy  face  concealed, 
For  if  thou  see  the  Gorgon  show  herself, 
Again  thou  never  canst  return  above." 
Tlius  spoke  the  Master,  and  he  turned  me  round. 
And  not  relying  wholly  on  my  hands, 
lie  covered  also  with  his  own  my  face. 

0  yo,  that  arc  of  sound  intelligence, 
Note  the  instruction  which  conceals  itself 
Under  llle  mantle  of  unpolished  verse. 

And  now  approached  across  the  troubled  waves 
The  uproar  of  a  terror-laden  sound, 
Before  which  quaked  the  bank  on  either  side. 
Not  otherwise  than  when  a  hurricane, 
Rendered  impetuous  by  cucoimtcrin!!  heats, 
Attacks  the  forest,  irresistible, 

To  rend  the  boughs,  and  scatter  them  abroad;  * 

By  dust  preceded  proudly  sweeps  along, 

And  puts  to  fliiritt  ihc  shepherds  and  the  beasts. 
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Then  lie  released  my  eyes,  and  said  :  "  Now  Inrn 
Intent  thy  sight,  along  the  ancient  foam. 
Yonder  where  thickest  gathered  is  the  spray." 

As  frogs  before  their  ancient  enemy 
The  water-snake,  betake  themselves  to  (light, 
And  each  one  strives  to  hap  upon  the  shore; 
I  now  saw  thousands  of  convicted  souls 
Ho  living  lu  l'ore  tine,  who  at  a  stride 
Passed  over  StyN,  with  feel  that  were  not  wet. 
He  heat  the  heavy  air  from  olf  his  face, 
Ever  before  him  moving  his  left  hand, 
And  only  by  this  trouble  seemed  annoyed. 
The  messenger  of  Heaven  I  well  knew, 
And  turned  me  to  the  Master,  hut  he  signed 
That  I  should  silent  he  and  bow  to  him. 
How  full  he  seemed  to  me  of  high  disdain  : 
He  to  the  gate  advanced,  and  with  a  rod 
He  opened  it  :  for  him  it  had  no  bars. 

"0  chased  from  heaven,  miserable  ones!  " 


Against  the  pricks  why  kick  ye,  of  that  Will, 
Whose  ends  can  never  of  completion  miss ; 
And  which  has  often  added  to  your  pain  ? 
What  hoots  it,  entering  the  lists  with  Fate  ? 
Your  Cerberus,  if  well  yc  recollect, 
Yet  bears  for  it  his  throat  and  dewlap  flayed." 
Then  he  returned  him  by  that  way  of  slough, 
And  moved  not  towards  us ;  for  lie  had  the  mien 
Of  one  on  whom  pressed  other  cares  and  thoughts, 
Thau  of  the  persons  who  before  him  stood. 


thus  began  upon  lb 
Vhcnce  the  encourag 


he  threshold  dread, 
iireineni  to  this  excess 


Advanced  we  then  our  footsteps  towards  the  town, 
Securely  resting  on  those  blessed  words. 
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Within  we  entered,  without  any  strife  j 

And  I  who  was  desirous  to  survey 

The  stat,.  of  those,  within  such  fortress  pen) . 

Soon  as  I  entered,  threw  my  eve  around, 

And  saw  on  every  side  a  rast  champaign, 

fertile  in  woes,  and  full  of  torturing. 

Like  as  at  Aries,'  where  stagnant  is  the  Rhone, 

And  as  at  Pola  to  Quarnaro  near, 

(That  shuts  in  Italy,  and  laves  her  shores) 

The  graves  uneven  render  nil  the  plain ; 

Likew  ise  so  did  they  here,  on  every  side, 

But  ordered  only  in  more  dreadful  sort. 

For  here  among  the  toml)!?  wen;  II res  dispersed, 

By  which  they  were  to  such  a  heat  inflamed, 

That  no  art  wishes  iron  made  more  hot. 

The  tombstones  all  were  lifted  in  the  air ; 

And  from  them  issued  sounds  of  agony, 

Such  as  would  come  from  men  in  pain  and  woe. 

Then  I,  "  0  Master,  tell  me  who  are  these 

Who  lying  buried  thus  within  these  vaults. 

Make  themselves  heard  in  miserable  sighs  ?  " 

Then  he  to  me,  "  These  are  Heresiarchs, 

With  all  their  followers  of  every  sect ; 

These  graves  are  crowded  us  would  p;iss  belief : 

Here  with  his  fellows  each  one  is  emtombed,  "* 

And  more  or  less  hot  are  the  sepulchres." 

Then  to  the  right  hand  turning  we  passed  on 

Iietween  the  sufferers  and  the  lofty  walls. 

*  AtlfB  lh  in     iiL.'ir-li.v  ili-  Tvk;    :i  llii:  R1l  irn'  ;      im  :in  jiriL-ii-cil  iviiii  - 

t-*ry.  fMll.-il  CiLNLims  l\l}.-in-.  in  *  li[  .|i  Wjn-  1'- .in n-yiv  ri  y  jrii'litiTiirTiljtl 

Htuiiiw.— Pcti  i*th>.  ■  -i  t  v  i:i  I.-lri;i,  nwir  I  In'  -nlf  .if  (Junmrm),  rcmnrknbl.! 
for  ita  architectural  antiquities. 
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CANTO  X. 


THE  UNBBUBVHBS  AHD  UEEIESJAItCllS. -PARI  NAT 

L'kockkued  onwards  by  a  narrow  path, 
Uctiveen  the  town  wulls  and  these  suli'erers. 
My  Master,  and  1  followed  close  behind. 
"  0  bravest  one,  that  through  the  wicked  rounds 
Hast  led  me,"  I  began,  "if  tlice  it  please, 
Discourse  to  me,  and  satisfy  my  wish: 
The  people  that  are  lying  in  the  graves, 
Can  they  be  seen  ?    Por  there  are  lifted  up 
The  gravestones  all,  and  no  one  kecpeth  guard." 

Then  he  to  me,  "  They  all  will  be  enclosed  " 
When  from  Jehosaphat'  they  here  return, 
Bringing  the  bodies,  which  Ihcy  left  on  earth. 
Their  cemetery  in  this  place  possess 
With  Epicurus  aU  his  followers, 
Who  with  the  body  hold  the  soul  extinct. 
Further,  for  the  request  which  thou  hast  made, 

imti<  nisf  nod  wUnjrhig  Shu  "down  to*  the  Valley  ef  Johosipbat,  »■»] 
uill  j.lrjfiij  Chilli  l.lii  in  tlniiv."  iii.  2. 

1  l'rolsibly  the  wish  I"  M-i'  I''ririri;it«,  -n^eaLiil  liy  Uuweu'a  annuel- 
reganling  him. 


INFBRKO.  l'jbh..\ 

Tlieii  I :  "  Gooil  leader,  1  do  not  conceal 
From  tine  my  heart  except  to  say  the  less, 
And  thou  hast  cliicdv  to  this  tutored  me." 

'■  0  Tuscan  !  tllOU  that  through  this  laud  of  lire 
Goest  living,  with  such  excellence  of  speech, 
I'lcasi-  thee  to  slav  awhile  upon  this  place. 
Thy  conversation  'makes  thee  plain  appear 
By  birth  belonging  to  that  noble  land. 
To  which  jicrhaps  1  was  too  troublesome." 
All  on  a  sudden  issued  forth  this  sound 
from  out  a  vault,  and  thereon  1  approached 
Something  more  closely  to  my  iruide  in  fear. 
And  be  to  me  said  :  "Turn  thee  round,  what  dost  I' 
Itehold  there  Farinata,'  standing  up ; 
Thou  mayst  sec  all  of  him  above  the  waist." 

I  had  already  fixed  on  him  my  sight, 
And  he  was  rising  with  a  breast"  and  brow, 
As  if  be  entertained  great  scorn  of  bell. 
And  then  my  h  alter's  strontr  and  ready  band 
Drew  me  to  him  across  the  sepulchres, 
And  said  to  me  :  "  lie  sure  thy  words  an:  clear." 
As  soon  as  1  to  his  grave's  foot  had  come, 
Awhile  he  scanned  me,  and  as  in  disdain 
lie  made  demand  :  "  Who  were  thy  ancestors?" 

1,  who  was  all  desirous  to  obev. 
Nothing  concealed  from  him,  but  opened  all ; 
At  which  he  superciliously  frowned, 
Then  said:  "They  were  most  bitterly  opposed* 


 n-li-jvirii:   .l..:trii,"<  ..fEi-iomw. 

•  Dru^-M  :m«-.(.  i-;,i..li,m,:..  ||-l;,I  ii|  1..  t!,v  nMl  -I  III.  tmdt*. 

in  lilrtrt.  int.,  llliL-k*  :u,.|  Whiles,  .f  » li  Hi.'  t«tt.r,  ii|-Hi  III. 

-i.liiiii  iv  it  1 1  tl,i-  lilni'li.s  unluiT.llv  l.i'iiiiii'  liuilieliiii',  i  ucrc  IIii.IIh;  mill 
tln-y  hwl  lufli  (ii|->-lM  Icn,  r'l..r,T  l.y  the  limKlinw  in  I24S,  m„l  ,^,i„ 


To  me,  and  to  my  fathers,  and  my  side, 
Wherefore  T  did  Uiicv  banish  iliem  abroad." 
"If  they  were  banished,  they  returned  again," 
I  answered  him,  "  the  one,  and  other  time. 
An  art  which  thine  have  not  contrived  to  learn." 

And  then  there  rose  upon  the  sight,  revealed 
Down  to  the  chin,  a  shadow'  by  his  side; 
1  think  that  lie  was  raised  upon  his  knees  ; 
He  looked  around  me,  as  if  lie  desired  ■ 
To  see  if  with  me  some  one  else  were  not ; 
Then  when  his  gazing  was  exhausted  quite. 
Weeping,  he  said  to  me :  "  If  through  this  dark 
Prison  thou  goi-sl  bv  em'llenre  of  miud, 
Where  is  my  son,  and  wherefore  not  with  thee?" 
Then  I  to  him  :  "I  come  not  of  myself; 
lie  that  attends  tue  there,  by  whom  1  come 
Perhaps  thy  Guido  had  him  in  contempt." 1 
The  manner  of  his  torture  and  his  words 
Already  had  informed  me  of  liis  name. 
And  therefore  was  my  answer  thus  precise. 
Starting  up  suddenly,  he  cried  out :  "  How  ? 
Dost  thou  say  had,  then  is  he  not  alive? 
Does  not  the  sweet  light  fall  upon  his  eyes  ?  " 
On  the  encounter  of  some  short  delay 
Made  by  me  ere  I  answer  gave  tn  him, 
Supine  he  fell,  and  forth  was  seen  no  more. 

That  other  of  great  soul,  at  whose  request 
I  had  remained,  nor  silently  looked  on, 

1260,  niter  the  battle  nt  MontMperto ;  Irat  flmj  hurl  returned,  w  Um 

1  Thi*  >h  (SiviikvniU-  .hi  i  ■,,>;i:,.,ui.  ■.!!,:'  i'.Ulc.-'  of  ShnU't  fr" 
iid.>  CarHlouiti,  himself  ■■•  |-et  run]  |iliilu~>|>her.  Iluidu 
-ili-lnw      i'nriTULta  il.ut  U.'l-ni'jr.i  In  tlie  i'p|n>sitc  l>ortv|,  and 

v  :il  H;.-t,T.  lnil  di.nl  in  th-  I  iiWriiMSOO. 

*  I'mlmhly,  ns  nut  Win-  :uh:iiti-.l  Virgil  ijjh  In  entiofy  Daiite. 


Nor  turned  his  neck,  nor  moved  in  any  part ; 

"  Arid  if" — continuing  tlie  former  talk — 

"  As  tliou  sayst,  I  hey  have  failed  to  learn  this  art, 

That  gives  me  torment,  greater  than  this  bed. 

But  fifty  times  shall  not  be  re-illumed 

The  disk  of  her,  that  is  our  sovereign  here. 

Ere  thou  shalt  know  how  difficult  that  art  is/ 

And  as  thou  wouhlst  to  tiie  sweet  world  return, 

Say,  why  thy  people  are  so  firrecly  set 

Against  my  party  in  all  their  decrees." 

Then  I  to  him  :  "  The  rout  and  slaughter  great* 

That  tinged  the  Arbia  with  ruddy  hue, 

In  our  assembly  to  such  measures  leads." 

After  his  head  he  had  with  sighing  shaken  : 

"  There  I  was  not  alone,"  lie  said,  "  nor  yet 

Without  good  reason  with  the  others  moved. 

But  alone  was  I  when  it  was  agreed 

By  every  one  that  Florence  should  be  razed, 

The  one  that  saved  her  in  the  sight  of  all." 

'■'If  thou  wouldst  have  thy  progeny  find  rest," 
I  prayed  him,  "  now  unloose  for  me  the  knot, 
Which  has  my  mind  entangled  in  this  thing, 
it  seems,  if  I  hear  right,  that  thou  canst  see 
Beforehand,  that  which  time  shall  bring  with  i(, 
But  with  the  present,  it  is  otherwise." ' 


•  Tlic  Vi'hiltf,  cx]>clM  1'r.nn  Wereum  in  1302,  made  their  Inst 
attempt  to  return  m  Join-  Kil'l  itt;:il.  i~.  ivilliin  lifly  lmmth.1  of  the, 
time  "f  Knrinatn's  i.<"l''<i"ii!.  ,liilt  ^"'K  ,1"','r  r""ni 

Illiin^  unit  more  Iiuj  i  T.---.,  urn],  in  fin-i,  ncviT  t«ik  jitnee. 

"  Farinatn  liindeil  tin-  f"n.«  if  llie  fiaiMiru'  allies,  vlini  tlii-v 

ii.iijii4.-le I v  ili-rulii-ii  IIlo  Kli.ri'iitin—  and  i.ttnT  Uucifs  i.t  Turamj-,  at 
M..i]tt-ri|.prti.,  mi  tli-  river  Arl.in,  M.Tiua,  i.ii  Jtli  Seemlier,  VM-.H. 

Soon  Bfl*r  tliu  kittle,  ri  diet  el'  llie  linil-'liiie  e-itics  »:ts  lit!.]  lit  iiln] ■■  l=. 
when  it  Kan  ].n.]h.~e.l  U  rrirt  Kli.rt-ii.-e  to  tin:  p-.iinil,  rui.l  nlt.yillier 

Ji-Htruy  ill-  )'"liti'"il  e \ i ■  [  l'.     Fririniil.'i  iili-uc  n-isltd  tin-  (Instruct  ii'li 

.if  IlL-  iialivt-  pit},  iitni  i.vcl  il  fr.  mi  c\lt.nn  illation. 

''  It'.'iuiK-  nitlMiuli  Ivirinata  liii.l  l-n  ilirued  Dante's  elile,  Cavulcanti 
did  not  know  that  bin  win  was  nut  dead. 


"We  see,  like  they  wJiick  liave  impt'rfwt  light,"  "" 
He  said  :  "  the  things  th:>t  are  remote  from  us. 
So  much  of  light  the  great  God  to  us  grants  ; 
But  as  they  draw  near,  or  exist,  then  nought 
Our  sense  is,  and  except  what  others  bring 
We  have  no  knowledge  of  your  human  state ; 
Further  thou  must  conceive,  that  all  extinct 
Will  he  our  power  of  knowing,  from  that  point 
When  of  futurity  the  gate  is  shut." 

Then  somewhat  grieving  at  my  own  delay, 
I  said :  "  Reply  now  to  that  fallen  one, 
That  with  the  living  still  his  son  is  joined, 
And  if  to  answer  I  before  was  dumb. 
Inform  him,  so  it  was,  because  I  thought 
Upon  the  doubts,  that  thou  for  mc  hast  solved." 
And  now  the  Master  called  to  come  away; 
Wherefore  I  prayed  the  spirit  in  more  haste 
That  he  would  tell  me  who  were  laid  with  him. 
"  Here,  with  some  thousands  do  I  be,"  be  said  ; 
"  Within  there  is  the  second  Frederick," 
Also  the  Cardinal 11 — nought  of  the  rest."  "' 
Then  lie  withdrew,  and  I  towards  the  old 
Bard  turned  my  steps,  revolving  in  my  mind 
That  converse  which  seemed  ominous  to  me. 

Onwards  lie  moved,  and  then,  as  we  advanced, 
He  said :  "  For  wherefore  art  thou  thus  amazed  ?  " 
Him  in  this  question  then  I  satisfied  : 

M  The  Emptor  ]'']■■■■  I  rl.'k  -Jn.1.  ni.  n.u  elnDmnmnicsted  by  the 

private  lift,  01  ptwed  him  to  the  | m .|.n lut-  -li  ji  -.  i.|  .<;.i.  ir"iniara  and  heresy. 

"  Ollni'io  .ii^li  i'ltil'lini  (.1.  a  I  .'Lit  1  "J 7 : 1  ■  iiml  -.ull'il  !l'  t.'uniiiia],  as 
-uffii'ioiiily  imli'-il"!  in  tlinl  »'fiy.  Hensol  f-uuij  that  if  he  hat]  annul, 
he  hid  lost  it  for  the  Onibelhua. 


"  Let  thy  mind  treasure  that  which  thou  host  heard 
Against  thee ;"  thna  the  learned  otic  advised, 
"  Hut  now  attend  " — and  he  his  linger  raised— 
"  When  thou  sliiilt  lie  before  the  gentle,  sight 
Of  licr,  whose  fair  evos  en'rvtliing  can  ace. 
Thou  wilt  by  her  "  of  thv  life's  course  he  taught." 

Then  he  direeted  to  the  left  his  steps, 
We  left  the  wall,  and  turned  towards  the  midsl 

Which  over  il  made  lwmlile  its  .stench. 


canto  XI. 


lillAVK  nF  AN'ASTASIL'n  -  ■  [l KKl.'ltl I'l'll  tN  I  IK  THE  REMAlMNIi 

Upon  tliu  margin  of  a  lofty  cliif 

Formed  by  liui-r  sheltered  rttr  ks  tluil  circled  r'niiid, 

\Vc  came  above  a  crowd  more  dreadful  yet. 

Aud  here  by  reason  of  the  dread  increase 

Of  stench  thrown  up  from  the  profound  abyss, 

Wc  made  approach  to  it  behind  the  stone 

Of  a  large  tomb,  on  which  I  Baw  a  writing, 

Which  said:  I  hold  Pope  Anastasius,' 

Him  whom  Pbotinus  drew  from  the  right  path. 

1  Out  uf  tliu  I'npc-  if  tint  ".mil-  l<>n,laWy  rJii;  [Vc'tiili 
lime    Imei)  struck  i!c:ul    lor  Fulnjilirif!  ttiL-    Iil-ivkv   uf  I'hdtiiiun 


"Needful  it  is  that  our  descent  be  slow 
Until  tin:  senses  somewhat  are  inured 
To  this  foul  blast,  and  it  shall  cease  to  vex." 
Thus  much  the  Master;  then  :  "  Some  recompense, 
[  said,  "discover,  lest  the  time  should  pass 
Useless."    Then  he :  "  For  that  will  I  provide. 
My  son,  on  the  within  side  of  those  rocks," 
lie  thus  began,  "  there  are  three  lesser  rounds 
Bach  below  each,  like  those  which  we  have  left. 
They  all  arc  peopled  with  accursed  souls; 
And  that  hereafter  seeing  may  suffice, 
Now  learn  for  what  and  how  they  are  confined. 

"  Of  all  the  wickedness  that  Heaven  hates. 
Injustice  is  the  aim,  and  to  this  end 

Displeases  God  most,  and  most  deep  are  placed 
The  fraudulent,  to  suffer  greater  pains. 

With  those  who  used  force,  is  the  lirst  staLTe  lilled  ; 

But  as  there  arc  three  to  whom  force  is  done. 
In  three  rings  it  is  separately  planned. 
To  God,  to  self,  and  to  his  neighbour,  man 
May  violence  do;  I  mean  to  them  and  theirs. 
As  thou  shalt  hear  at  greater  length  explained. 
Tor  death  hv  violence,  aud  grievous  wou.ids 
Man  to  his  neighbour  deals,  and  to  his  goods 
Plunder,  and  lire,  and  despoiling  waste. 
Whence  murderers,  and  all  (hat  strike  in  wrong, 
Spoilers,  and  robbers  all,  are  tormented 
In  the  first  circle  in  their  divers  bands. 

"  Upon  himself  a  man  may  violence  do, 
Or  on  his  goods,  and  therefore  in  the  next 

Thi  — Jit- ■nv-.-j.  Bin.  livi.l  in  fimrtli  Mnlurv,  ami  »-]-<tli-  ni-aiiisi. 
ilivi[iily  "1  Ji.--.ih  Chrift. 
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Circle  it  is,  that  fruitlessly  repents 

Whoever  banishes  himself  from  earth, 

Or  games  away  and  squanders  his  estates, 

And  mourns  the  life  whence  joy  he  might  have  hail. 

"  Man  may  do  violence  to  the  Deity 
By  ciu-sing  and  denying  him  in  heart. 
And  by  despising  nature  and  her  gifts : 
And  therefore  does  the  smaller  circle  stamp 
Under  its  signet  Sodom  and  Cahors,* 
And  those  who  speak  in  heart  despising  God. 

"Frauds,  for  which  every  conscience  feels  remorse, 
A  man  may  use  with  those  who  trust  in  him. 
Also  to  such  as  lend  no  confidence: 
It  seems  as  if  this  hitter  case  destroyed 
Only  the  kindly  bonds  by  nature  framed, 
Whence  in  the  second  circle  there  arc  lodged 
Witchcraft,  hypocrisy,  and  flattery, 
Falsehood,  and  privy  stealing,  simony, 
Pandars,  and  coseners,  and  such  like  filth.  ** 
lint  in  the  other  case,  is  lost  the  love 
Natural  to  all,  and  that  additional 
Prom  which  ensues  a  special  confidence : 
Whence  in  the  smallest  circle,  central  point 
Of  all  the  universe,  and  where  sits  Dis, 
Tor  ever  every  traitor  is  consumed." 

Then  I :  "  0  Master,  clear  enough  proceeds 
Thine  explanation,  -ml  di.-liiiLiuiskcs 
Tins  dungeon,  and  the  people  it  contains. 
But  tell  me — those  in  the  morass  of  slime —  10 

-  Tin:  ritv  i'f  ll^il  i':inn'  ii;  i  riri  ri>-h  ::ivi  it h  :i.sjiu'  ["  [Ik  '  ''t'l'tiru  it 
(■],ri*!i<.]l  tisolvl-s.-Ctlu;  Kill.  -'-.I Inry,  wl.u^  .-.Mttiut-  wi-re  ckii  »■<«»; 
tbui  thesw  of  tilt  Jd«-;j.        jilh-  ..|  iln. Til  L'aint-  I;  Kn.'l™,!  in  Ihc  tnun  rif 

tilt-  r.ji*.'s  U-KiiU;  it  til,,,:  ,.f  }|l-,:ry  :ir,i.  !u„|  M.HUW  Pari.  (12351 
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Those  whom  the  wind  drives— and  tile  rain  assails— 

And  those  who  meet,  with  sucli  reproachful  tongues  - 

Why  these  arc  not  within  the  Burning  City 

Panished,  if  in  the  wrath  of  God  lhey  ntc  '; 

And  if  they  arc  not,  then  why  in  such  slate?" 

Tlicn  tic  (o  me :  "  Why  sucli  digression  make 

Thy  thoughts  beyond  what  is  tlieir  usual  wont. 

And  whither  does  thy  mint]  (litis  wandering  stray  ? 

Hast  ihou  no  recollection  of  the  words 

In  which  thine  Ethics,1  handling  them,  describe 

The  three  desires  upon  which  Heaven  frowns. 

Incontinence,  and  Malice,  and  insane 

lSrutishncss ;  and  in  what  way  Incontinence 

Ollends  God  less,  and  lesser  blame  attracts? 

If  thou  this  passage  wilt  consider  well, 

And  to  remembrance  call  what  kind  are  they 

That  out  of  litis  place  sutler  punishment. 

Well  thou  mayst  see,  why  from  these  reprobates 

They  arc  apart,  and  why  with  less  of  wrath 

The  Divine  Justice  on  them  lays  its  pains."  1 

"  O  Source  of  light,  that  clears  all  troubled  views, 
So  much  of  pleasure  thy  solutions  give. 
To  doubt  is  as  delightful  as  to  know  ; 
And  now  again  a  little  back  return 
To  where  thou  saitlst  that,  usury  ollends 
The  divine  goodness,  and  the  knot  resolve.'' 

1  Arisl-llf.  .Vir-iii.  KlJii'w,  vii.  1  :  -  "  lii  iihthIs  Itinv  ttiinj.-  tin  tni  L- 

nvnini'il  — .Mrili.i',  If  titimn.-'.  Hrutistiiii-si.."     of  tt  '  fHconlimnec 

knniiK  i'l.i.li'r.  vil  nii.l  i.r.  Ci  i  -.  h-mm!,  l.ul  .-urn.!*  v.-i-I  tin-  t-.- ej 1 1 .tj Lt L. .Ti 

t.itvM.    Mlllirr  kri.-ivs  L-.»..l  lY..m  I- til,  l.il I  [.i.  I'.t.  ,  Unit 

Ilm  no  rncral  ch.)i«-c.  mil I  ii.iiv  >...  1-;ill.-.l  instinctive Iv  evil. 

'  Tlii-  1-t  rirel.-  is  i.i.nlH..  "i  lit..  ,.l:i-.-..f  Hi..  vi,i„..ii-  Itoatheii.  iTfi 
the  2n<l,  3rd.  111,,  '.i><!  ~.t],  .ItvI,  -  ;iiv  i.nm.1,,,1  tl.r  d,:„llv  »>»h  nf  (.'anial 
l.llMin,  (ilml^.y.  li.v  .1.  ...... ..i I.- ,.  A n fl I,  Firiil  SI.. III.   .1  l.i.-l, 

III!'  Hcn-tii'*  unil  Kiiii-iinstrip  :  in  till'  Till  ciri'lc  nit  tin:  Vii.lunt  in  three 
division*,  via.,  an  ajstiu-t  .itljr-i>.  -'If.  rind  (iml  ;  tin-  tint  htin>r  HBniii 
-nUlivi.lv.l  into  ..l1l'ih1h.|--  n:;:ili;-t         in  hi-  .'vri  i-.u^i-n.  in  nature,  una  in 


l-.HM  i. 


"PhiloBophy,"  lie  said,  "to  him  that  marks, 
Teaches,  and  that  not  only  in  one  place. 

From  the  divine  mind,  and  its  faculties  : 

And  if  thy  l'liysirs1  then  wilt,  well  consult. 

After  not  many  pages  thou  wilt  find 

That  man's  art  her  as  close  as  possible 

Follows,  as  scholar  on  his  master  waits ; 

So  that  man's  art,  as  'twere,  is  God's  grandchild. 

By  these  two,  if  thou  wilt  recal  to  mind 

The  book  of  Genesis,  from  first  ivas  fixed 

That  man  should  gain  his  life  and  speed  his  race  :* 

And  as  the  usurers  take  another  course, 

Nature  herself,  and  nature's  follower, 

They  outrage;  for  on  oilier?  they  depend. 

But  follow  me  now,  to  proceed  seems  good ; 

On  tiic  horizon  do  the  Fishes'  slide, 

The  Wain  lies  wholly  over  the  north-west, 

And  further  onwards  there  the  dill'  descends." 

nrt,    Iti  tiK  Slli  cirnV,  ..rMiiH..]^,  !»■..  ill.' Frawliilrtit  in  ten  i1Ivw.uk, 

vii.:--l.  St.ln.-tts..|-  \\. .,:„.;,;  -J.  l-l;,t,,.ivr-  :  :t.  K  nisti;  I-  Diviners; 

5.  Trnlfirkir.rs  ;  (!.  Tlvii.mHl...- ;  7.  Tliiev™  ;  S.  <'r;ill,-  Cinuis.  lli.rs . 
!>.  KiiinoiiU-rs  i.fCKil  l^i'i  ri! ;  in.  F:Ll.itii  :>.  iii.'lii.lEnjf-nr  JiiWivi-i..ii- 
«f  AIcheiiHHta,  r.rr.-..n..l..ry,  l'„i„.-v.-,  nil, I  tl.,;  I'alw  in  Wunls.  All  tl«H' 
iH'l.iiir;  Ih.  til.'  tir-a.l  .1'  ISSjiLi.-.-.  ivlii.-h  i...rr.'si..'1'.ls  1..  (In'  rlmilly  siri  "l 
KlLVV.  Tim '.'111  rj  n->  - 1 .  -  ■"IHriilL.  Tr-.ili.l  -ih  fi.iirili.  ii  .i-.,  :.■_':[!  nst  kill, 
muutrr,  friends,  nnil  l.'Mi  l;i.'t..iv,  mul  i.i  ]int  ilii.K-i-  [lit'  Wl  .,|'  ilnilisli- 
ii.1^.m  Iil.;]i  i'..rr.-.i...r;..ln  '^ill.  I'l-;.!.'.  ]]k-  sh.  v.  tiI Ira nu  .  1 I  li.|  ,l.:-rifl]  V r-irif. 
1  Arat.  riiYHies,  H.  2.  (iniiiwv  nl~,ll.-.k.  r.  K.vl.  1.3.  i*  :- 
TIl"sll  (iiiiiL's  « liiijii  natm-i:  i-  -ni'l  i->  ilu,  nr.  -  1  y  .iivinr-  :iit  |H.rf  -imcl, 
lining  lIRtnri!  lis  an  instrument 

*  "In  tin-  Kivmt  i  f  111)  I'm.-,  strill  lli. .ii  nil  E.rwul."-— <*fHPKis  iii- 
1  The  min  (wins  in  Arii-H.  itinl  tin'  Fishes,   llur  next  si2U  in  tin; 
luilinc,  risitje;  nil  111'-  Il'irim.,1,  ii  i,  iu.lii'ateil  tlir.1.  ii  lh  tt'n  hiWJH  Iji  Blln- 
"  rino,  US  is  .lis"  mrirfce.1  l.y  III,  iiL;iw  ill  the  Wnin. 
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CANTO 


TUB  EBVEfJTU  CIRCLE.  WHICH  HAS  THBBH  DIVISIONS  E-tilt 
THE  VIOLENT.— TBB  MISotauk  -the  CBNTAUBS.— THK 
VIOLENT  AriAIVST  OTHKliS  -I'III.K(iKTIH)N.  THE  RIVBtt  OF 
BO  I  LI  SO  BLOOD. 

Thk  place  where  lo  descend  the  precipice 
We  came,  was  alp-hke,  and  by  what  was  there 

And  like  that  landslip  which  upon  the  bank, 

On  this  side  TYento,  to  fhc  Adige  fell. 

Caused  by  an  earthquake,  or  the  loosened  soil, 

Where  from  fhc  highest  point  at  which  it  starts 

Down  to  the  plain,  so  lu'ndlon^  is  the  steep 

That  all  means  «f  di'sr:cjidlii[r  are  denied : 

Such  was  the  steep  why  down  this  chasm  of  rocks.  '* 

Upon  the  summit  of  the  rugged  brow 
Extended  lay  the  infamy  of  Crete 1 
That  was  conceived  in  the  pretended  cow. 
When  it  saw  us  to  bite  itself  it  fell 
As  if  by  inward  rage  it  was  distract. 
My  learned  one  then  called  to  it:  "Perhaps 
Thou  thinkest  this  the  Duke  of  Athens  is 
Who  pnt  thee,  on  the  earth  above,  to  death. 
Begone,  0  monster,  for  he  comcth  not 
With  information  from  thy  sister  gained, 

1  TLd  Minotaur,  -l:lih  l.y  Thir-.cn-  '  Ihike  "f  Atlicnal.  l.y  liclp  of  the 
clue  lii  the  Lalijrinlli  ..f  1'ivtt-,  liim  liv  iMM-istcr  Ariiuliu-  :  nnii 

|Jan«l  Iktl-  us  pianliiiH  nf  tin-  circle  ..f  (lie  Violent. 
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Hut  oiilj  cornea  to  see  thj  punishments." 
And  like  a  bull,  that  reding  on  the  spot 
Where  lie  has  just  received  his  mortal  wound 
Cannot  wheel  round,  but  staggers  to  and  fro. 
In  like  sort  tlieu  I  saw  the  Minotaur. 
Cried  then  the  prudent  one  :  "  Run  to  the  pass  ; 
While  in  its  rage  'tis  well  that  thou  escape." 
So  we  our  way  took  through  the  scattered  waste 
Of  reeks  that  often  were  to  motion  stirred 
Under  my  feet,  by  the  unwonted  weight. 

Reflecting  went  I.    Then  he  said  :  "  Thou  thinkest 
Perhaps  upon  the  chasm  that  is  guarded 
By  that  brute's  rage,  which  I  have  put  to  flight, 
lie  now  acquainted,  that  the  other  time 
When  I  descended  to  this  lower  hell. 
These  roeks  had  not  yet  tumbled  from  above. 
But  just  before  that  time,  if  I  well  know. 
When  He  arrived  who  that  most  noble  spoil 
From  the  flrst  circle  carried  off  from  Dis  : 
The  deep  and  noisome  hollow  all  around 
So  trembled1  that  I  thought  the  universe 
With  that  desire  yearned,  which  some  believe 
To  Chaos  often  baa  the  world  reduced  :* 
And  at  that  time,  upon  these  ancient  heights 
Here  and  else"  lion',  litis  devastation  fell. 
But  or  the  valley  look,  for  we  approach 
The  river  of  the  blood  within  which  boil 
All  that  by  violence  their  neighbours  hurt. 
O  blind  cupidity,  0  foolish  rage, 
That  so  incite  men  in  the  fleeting  life,  " 
And  in  the  clermil  plunge  litem  sadly  here ! " 

=  In  the  E.irthijiuki.'  -A  tin.-  firn.-iiixiun,  «-lii<-]i  |.iv,'iiltil  Christ's 
<h»«nt  into  He] I. 

J  H in in»l luhi  (li;it  tiv  tin-  .ijfl'i-ntii.ji  of  certain  imtural  f.irn's  i'f 

Elut.  i  Lnvv.  tin'  w..t-li.l  is  ;it  ultimate  epochs,  reduced  to  chain 

wet  restored  iignin  In  order. 
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1  saw  a  wide  trench  rounded  in  a  curve. 
Like  that  which  girdles  all  the  plain  around, 
According  to  (he  teaching  of  ray  guide: 
Along  the  dill's  foot,  ami  in  single  file, 
Centaurs  were  going,  willi  their  arrows  armed 
As  to  the  chase  on  cart.li  tlicy  used  to  go. 
Seeing  us  come  down,  halted  everyone ; 
And  from  the  (wop,  then:  separated  three 
Prepared  with  bows  and  with  their  javelins : 
One  from  afar  cried  :  "To  what  punishment 
Advance  ye,  that  descend  on  the  hill  side? 
Speak  whence  ye  arc,  or  else  I  draw  my  how  ! " 

Then  said  my  Master,  "  Our  reply  to  this, 
To  Chiron  we  will  make,  who  close  by  stands. 
Thy  hasty  will  did  ever  injure  thee.'' 
And  "This  is  Nrssns,"  touching  me,  he  said, 
"  Who  for  fair  IViauira  lost  liis  life, 
And  at  the  same  time  planned  his  own  revenge. 
He  in  the  middle,  lazing  mi  his  breast, 
La  the  great  Chiron,  who  Achilles  nursed  ; 
I'holus  the  other,  w  ho  was  full  of  rage. 
They  go  in  thousand*  round  about  the  trench, 
And  shoot  their  arrows  at  the  souls  that  rise 
More  than  their  crime  allots,  above  the  blood." 

Then  as  to  these  swifr  mongers  we  appro;ielled, 
Chiron  an  arrow  took,  and  with  its  notch 
Combed  back  his  be;in!,  that  hung  about  bis  jaws. 
When  his  capacious  mouth  he  thus  bad  bared, 
He  said  to  his  companions  :  "Do  ye  sec 
That  what  the  hinder  touches  is  disturbed, 
As  is  not  wont  with  footsteps  of  the  dead  P  " 

Then  my  good  guide,  now  .^landing  by  his  breasl, 
Where  Hie  tvro  natures  in  conjunction  met, 
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Answered:  " He  truly  Uvea  j  to  me  alone 
Belongs  the  showing  him  this  vallev  dark, 

Necessity  irniuprls  liim,  and  tint  love; 
From  siiisiina  Allcluiahs  broke  awhile 
Slit  that  committed  tu  me  this  new  charge  s 
He  is  no  robber :  I  no  felon  soul. 
Hut  by  that  Power,  under  which  I  hold 
My  footsteps  now  Dpon  (his  savage  strand, 

And  carry  this  one  mi  Ins  back  behind, 
Por  lie  is  not  a  spirit  that  can  flj." 

Chiron  then  turning  round  on  his  right,  side, 
To  Nessus  said  :  "  Return,  and  be  their  guide, 
And  pass  them,  if  the  other  troop  thou  meet." 
Then  with  this  faithful  escort  we  advanced 
Along  the  margin  of  that  boiling  gore, 
from  which  the  seething  ones  seni.  piercing  shrieks. 
There  I  saw  people  to  the  eyebrows  plunged  ; 
And,  said  the  Centaur :  "  These  the  tyrants  are 
U  ho  upon  bloodshed  mid  mi  rapine  lived ; 
Here  they  are  wailing  fur  their  cruel  deeds. 
Sec  Alexander,  and  fierce  Dinnysius  ' 
Who  laid  on  Sicily  Mich  heavy  years; 
And  thai  head  which  so  black  a  scalp  displays 
U  Axzolino,'  and  thai  while  one,  there,  "" 
Is  Obizzo'  of  Este,  who  in  sooth 
Upon  earth  by  his  son  was  put  to  death." 
Then  to  the  b;ird  I  turned  me,  but  he  said  ; 
"  Now  he  is  first  with  thee,  I  second  come." 

1  Ali-i.nni.T  llic  < i iv.it.  :it!<l  llii.nv.m*  .jf  Sicily. 

'  Azi>>lin»  it  Km.Mi:-  i l-i  K.iriLJii..-,  Vi.vir  l]:ij»Tbl  .if  ill.!  liriijn-]-..! 

KmU-ri.:k  2<i.1,:.ii.I  l,.r.l  ,.f  IVl.i:.  r.ii'1  Mi|„.r  .-Iti.-^  in  I.  .1.1},  il.l2fiil. 

Tin-  tii.t.ii.-.  ..('  tin:  tiiiii'        full  .1  hi-  minify  riuii  trnum.v. 

"  <)la?..:n  i.l  K-l.\  M:.|-.|iiis  .if  I-j  i  i ;lj .1.  ;i  .th.'I  i.n.l  r:i(  iLtimis  lv.:uil, 
«H  m.nWl  lij-  hia  mn  Aso  in  1288. 
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A  little  onwards,  and  the  Centaur  stopped 
Before  a  multitude,  who  lo  tlie  neck 
Emergent  from  the  bubbling  flood  mere  seen, 
lie  showed  a  soul '  apart  upon  one  side. 
And  said  :  "  He  struck  within  the  pale  of  God 
A  heart  which  still  is  honoured  on  the  Thames."  ja* 
Next  I  saw  people  who  from  out  the  stream 
Held  up  the  bead,  and  afterwards  the  chest, 
And  among  these  I  many  recognised. 
Thus  lowering  by  slow  degrees  still  sinks 
The  blood  until  it  only  hides  the  feet ; 
And  here  across  the  channel  was  our  ford. 

"If  thou  wilt  from  this  station  well  observe 
The  boiling  flood,  and  how  it  docs  abate," 
Tims  spoke  the  Centaur,  "thou  mayst  understand 
How  towards  the  other  end  aye  deeper  falls  "" 
The  bottom,  until  that  part  it  has  reached 
Where  tyranny  must  ever  groan  in  pains. 
On  that  side.  Divine  Justice  punishes 
That  Altila,  who  was  a  scourge  on  earth, 
Pyrrhus  and  Sextus,"  and  for  ever  draws 
Their  tears,  that  with  the  seething  it  unlocks  ; 
Comoro's  Rinier  and  Pazzo  *  too 
Who  did  such  robbery  along  the  ways." 

Upturned  he  then,  and  once  more  crossed  the  ford. 

•  (iuj  Ae  Montfort,  who  in  1271,  in  a  church  at  Vitsrbo,  ami 
imij;  Ill-  .vl,.!.,-..1i  f  ma-.  n^riK-irmlnl  I'rin.v  llf.iry,  Die  win  of 

i-'rirv  ;!r,l.;  if,  <■  v,  i._-  f'.rliv  ;,m,I  li  ,,\ u-'i,: ..f  Li-  li.iler  Sii  

■  II  f.r-t,   K:,rl  .f  Ui.-Mer.     Henry- b  l-.ly  was  liiMudil  ever  to 

ii^Llii'!.  mill  ljiiii'-'L  n(  Il.iv|.>  in  M.-ii'-i-.-tei-liiTV.     Hi-  fi-nrr.  n.is 


n  p.l.lni  Tier.r  St.  VAm 

i  xliltilN  .1  ^  li  I.  .11. lei-  Id  -ilrLr 

itus  Pompeioi. 
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CANTO  XIII. 


THE  VIOLENT  AflMSST  THBUNKT.VKS -THE  WOOl)  OF  SUICinES. 
—  THE  HARPIES.  —  F1ETR0  DBLLB  VIUSB.-TUE  8PKND- 
THR1FTS.-T11E  HUNT  OF  THE  BLACK  HOUNDS 

Nrasna  not  yet  the  other  side  had  gained. 

When  we  on  tliis  side  came  into  n  wood, 

That  had  in  it  no  sign  of  any  path. 

Not  green  the  leaves,  but  of  a  dusky  stain  ; 

The  boughs  not  straight,  but  knotted  and  involved; 

There  was  no  fruit,  but  poison-laden  thorns  : 

And  no  such  rough  and  darkling  lairs  possess 

The  savage  animals,  that  hold  in  hate, 

Betwixt  Cornet  o  nud  Cecilia,'  the  tilled  land. 

In  this  place  llie  foul  llarpies  have  their  nests  '* 

Who  drove  the  Trojans  from  the  Strophades, 

With  a  sad  prophecy  of  future  ills.' 

They  have  broad  wiiii;.-:,  uiih  human  face  and  neck, 

Claws  on  their  feet,  and  feathered  their  vast  paunch  : 

And  over  those  strange  trees  they  make  their  cries. 

Then  the  good  Master  :  "  Ere  thou  farther  gocst. 

Know,  that  thou  art  within  the  second  ring," 

1  Cunu-tn  nni!  CViiift  are  turns  rt-sfi'i-tivdy  n,,t  fiir  fruiu  Lrgliiirn, 
mvl  Civile  Vtivliia,  ami  ItUvitii  uliitli  li.-  :i  i!<.ii*ii[i:r!il>li!  ti;u:t  i.f  tliu 

Martmmt,  nr  ti 1 1 w  li . . I ■ . ^  ■  l.mknl.  i-UvhiUm-  nli.ii-  111-'  M<'.lik:muu::iii 

cuiml  <jS  lulj. 

•  Viigil.  Jin.  iii. 
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He  thus  began,  "and  so  long  thou  wilt  be, 
Until  thou  comi'st  to  tin;  ilre;ulful  sand. 
Bit  now  attentive  look,  and  tliou  wilt  see 
Tiling  th;it  will  give  tin1!-:  faith  in  my  discourse."* 

1  now  beard  wailing  upon  every  side. 
But  I  saw  none  from  whom  it  could  proceed ; 
So  that  in  all  amazement  I  drew  up. 
I  think,  that  be  thought,  that  I  must  suppose 
That  all  these  voices  rose  among  the  trees 
prom  people  who  were  hiding  from  us  there ; 
Then  said  the  Master  :  "  If  thou  wilt  break  off 
A  little  branch  from  any  of  these  plants, 
The  thought  thou  hast  will  then  appear  untrue.''' 
Then  I  a  little  putting  forth  my  hand, 
Tore  a  small  branch  from  0(1  a  prickly  tree, 
When  the  trunk  cried:  "Why  dost  thou  pluck  at  me?" 
And  it  became  ilisniltmrcd  with  dark  blood. 
Again  it  cried  :  "  Why  dost  thou  rend  me  thus  ? 
Hast  thou  not  any  pity  in  thy  breast  ? 
Wc  once  were  men,  but  now  we  are  made  trees  : 
Indeed,  thy  hand  should  be  more  merciful, 
If  we  had  even  been  the  souls  of  worms." 

As  a  green  faggot,  which  the  while  it  burns 
At  one  end,  at  the  other  makes  a  moan. 
And  hisses  with  the  air  as  it  escapes ; 
Su  from  this  stem  together  issued  forth 
The  voice  and  blood  ;  on  which  I  let  the  branch 
Fall  on  the  ground,  and  stood  as  one  in  fear. 
"If  he  could  only  have  at  lirst  believed/' 
Answered  the  wise  otic,  "  0  offended  sou], 
What  he  has  seen  now,  on  my  verse '  alone, 

*  The  rtflrr  of  PnlyilMUi! 
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(lis  hand  agniust  thee  he  would  not  have  raised  ; 

But  I  was  led,  as  passing  all  belief, 

To  prompt  him  to  a  thing,  which  grieves  myself. 

liut  toll  him  who  thou  wast,  that  in  the  place 

Of  Borne  amends,  he  may  renew  thy  fame 

In  life  above,  to  which  he  will  return." 

Then  spoke  the  trunk  :  "  With  such  sweet  speed 

Silent  I  cannot  be ;  but  patience  have. 
If  in  my  talk  a  little  I  enlarge. 
I  then  :nn  he/  who  both  tin-  keys  possessed 
Of  Frederick's  bosom,  turning  them  about 
So  softly,  locking  and  unlocking  it. 
That  all  men  from  his  conlidence  1  kept. 


Of  EmpeP 
The  comm 
Inflamed  i 


■  i'iili.i  ilille  Vi^ite,  "I  Polnnik'  Vlu.'l^,  hus  l.ir  niiuiy  y^io  I  In- 
.■■irilMiTilliil  iiiini-W  . . T  KrvrWi.-k  Sn.l.  In  l'J:Jf>  In;  was  in  Kti-laii.l  ii.i 
the  liin].i-r,tr's  jmisy  <«  hi*  ran  n  !:,■.'.■  n-itli  I -ill  II a,  i-i-ltr  i.f  ll.-urj  SkI, 

:■■  ii, [.■!!. r  . - . I  >  1-  ■■■  hi-  i-y.-.  ;.n.t  [.  I..  h;n.-  ■-.  urn  ill.  •  !  -ni.'Me  liy 

lU-liin?  hit.  Wl  iitiiiiisl  :i  ivall  in  1^1.".  :  Inn-  t litre  in  n.u-.ili  uinirfcirrily 
rut  In       Mill,  unit  tin-  imtli  uf  tin;  ■■Irar.TM  naniliKt  him. 
*  Hnvie  in  biventler  u!  tiui  ».urt 
Fiir  "lie  in-  imrU'th  millicr  iiialit  n.ir  day, 

Oulnf  tlm  Ii  eiltV^.r,  tlni.tsaith  IMr.it 

CHllCEIl. —  J'liJo;iue  fo  ml       <('««/  U'limm. 


With  my  good  Lord,  to  whom  all  honour  is  due ; 
And  if  of  you  one  to  the  world  returns, 
Support  my  memory,  which  prostrate  lies 
Yet  from  the  wound  that  envy  dealt  to  it." 

lie  paused  awhile;  and,  "As  he  ceases  now," 
The  Poet  said  to  me,  "lose  not  the  time, 
But  speak,  and  ask  of  him,  if  more  thou  wilt," 
Then  i  to  him :  "  Do  thou  demand  of  him 
What  thou  dost  think  will  give  me  most  content ; 
For  cannot  I,  such  pity  seizes  me." 
Then  he  began  :  "As  thou  wouldst  have  him  do 
Most  freely  that  which  thy  discourse  implores, 
Imprisoned  spirit,  may  it  please  thee  further 
To  tell  him  how  the  soul  is  fast  confined 
Within  these  knots,  and  answer,  if  thou  canst. 
If  any  from  these  liinhs  will  he  set  free." 

On  this  the  trunk  sighed  heavily,  and  then 
The  breath  resolved  ilself  into  these  words : 
"  Shortly  an  answer  shall  be  made  to  thee; 
What  time  the  tierce  soul  its  departure  takes 
From  out  the  body,  whence  itself  it  tears, 
Minos  assigns  it  to  the  seventh  pit. 
Into  this  w  ood  it  falls,  with  no  fixed  place ; 
But  in  whatever  part  chance  flings  it  down. 
Like  to  a  grain  of  corn,  it  germinates, 
Grows  to  a  shoot,  then  to  a  forest  tree  : 
The  Harpies  then,  by  i'mlmi:  on  (he  leaves, 
(iivc  sinjniisli,  ;iinl  ;i  vent,  for  its  escape. 
Like  others  for  our  bodies  we  shall  come ; 
But  with  them  none  of  us  shall  be  rcclothcd  ; 
For  none  should  have  what  he  has  robbed  himself  of: 
Here  we  shall  drag  them,  and  throughout  the  sad 
Forest  our  bodies  will  suspended  be, 
Lath  on  the  thorn  of  its  unquiet  soul." 


CutdXIIL 
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We  were  still  waiting,  listening  to  the  trunk. 
Thinking  that  something  further  it  would  say, 
When  we  were  startled  by  a  sudden  noise: 
Kot  otherwise  than  he,  who  in  approach 
Perceives  a  boar — the  chase  upon  his  track — 
And  hears  the  uproar  of  the  hounds  and  woods. 
And  lo  !  now  two  upon  the  left  hand  side 
Naked  and  torn,  and  flying  with  such  force 
That  they  broke  all  the  brandies  from  the  tree?. 
The  first  one  cried  :  "  Haste,  haste  to  us,  0  Death  !" 
The  other,  thinking  that  he  lagged  too  much, 
EidiiiuK.-d  :  "  0  Lano,'  not  so  quickly  ran  "° 
Thy  feet  upon  the  pluiii  ;il  Tuppo's  light!" 
And  then  as  if  his  breath  were  failing  liim, 
Clinging,  he  threw  himself  within  a  bush. 
Close  on  their  heels  the  forest  all  was  full 
Of  black  dogs  ravenous  and  coursing  swift, 
Like  greyhounds  bounding  forward  from  the  slips. 
They  fixed  their  teeth  upon  the  one  who  crouched, 
And  into  pieces  tore  apart  the  bush; 
Then  carried  off  with  them  the  quivering  limbs. 

My  leader  then  laid  hold  upon  my  hand  '" 
And  led  me  to  the  hush,  which  sent  forth  cries 
Through  all  its  bleeding  fractures,  to  no  use  ; 
And  said  :  "  0  Iacopo  of  Sant'  Andrea,1 
What  made  thee  choose  me  for  thy  harbou ring-place  'i 
Wherein  am  1  to  blame  for  thy  bad  life?" 
Soon  as  the  Master  stood  before  the  bush. 
He  said :  "  Who  wast  thou,  at  so  many  points 

'  Idllio,  ft  f^Tllli'JI.iiTI   "I'  SiiTin;!,  whi>.  laving  'ii-^:[vtln..3  his  i.'s<;.U-s, 
fuiiafjt  urn!  fmiul  Illm  iSnitli  ill  tin'  liplil  kUi-i-n  tin'  !'"[■. n:rit::jiv. 
Ari'tiiiu*  nl  Tii|i|m.,  in  iilieri        [iiiL'li!  linve  suvcd  him.ielf  by 

tight. 

"  A  Fmlu;in,  wli.i  m|hiin.I,tc.1  :i  v;mt  f,>i-|iim',  ri.ni  ttjn-n  niNiniltto] 
Jiuiriili'.  Hi  is  sniil  Vi  Il:iyc  set  Kre  In  thi>  tH1ii#c  at  hin  country  salt 
fur  the  entertainment  nf  m  unexpected  z«wt. 
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That  pourest  forth  Bad  accents  with  thy  blood  ?" 
He  tlicn  (o  us :  "0  souls,  who  arc  arrived 
To  see  this  ignominious  attack, 
Which  lias  tints  rudely  torn  from  mo  my  leaves, 
Gather  them  up  at  foot  of  tins  sad  plant; 
I  was  of  that  town,  which  for  Baptist  John 
Cllftngcd  its  first  patron  ; '  wherefore  he  for  this 
Will  ever  make  it  wretched  by  his  art  : 

Upn \r^n"fcftby  Itlz^" 

\\  ould  but  in  v:iin  their  labour  hnve  bestowed  : 

1  inaite  my  house  ;i  sjihbtl  fur  myself,"1 


t..  In'  ni|»Tstiti..in!v  i ■■■nn i ■(<■■!  villi  rlii'  f.rtuiKs  nf  the  city.  At  it* 
f  ><(  IWin-li'llll  .ill-  iv.i-  Hlnin  in  I  in-  ilniir  uliii-li  I.'  1  t.i  tin:  inti-.i-liir-l.inri 
■  -+"  1 1 J  ■ "  '  ■  i]'-l  I  :n  ■:  I  i  nl'-'l;  m'  I ".  .  ■  r :  -  - 1 1  -  in  I  'J  ]  :  mil  if-  |"i-'.li  n  Ij;n1  l-.-.'-i 
nltenxl  in  tin-  j-cnr  iirenaiin^  tliot  iit  wliicli  the  Bbflk  ami  White 

■The  numt  of  lhii  Flmi.:itino  -nii-i-li.'  Ims  not  Ueu  pnuravoil  with 
certainty. 


CANTO  XIV. 


IBB  VIOLENT  AGAINST  OUP.-TFIE  BUHSISli  BAND 
RAM  OF  FIRE,—  CA1MNEU3.- THE  SOURCE  OF  TIIK 
INFERNAL  lit  VERS. 

Because  affection  for  my  native  place 
Moved  tne,  I  gathered  up  tlic  scattered  (eaves, 
And  I  restored  them  to  him,  now  grown  hoarse  : 
We  ctimc  thence  to  the  border,  where  divides 
The  second  circle  from  the  third,  and  where 
The  dreadful  art  of  .Itistire  was  displnyt'd. 
To  make  more  manifest  these  novel  thin  its, 
I  must  describe  bow  on  a  plain  we  came, 


[NFKRN'n. 
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That  from  its  surface  banished  every  plant. 

The  mournful  wood  to  this  is  as  a  belt,  '* 

Lying  around,  as  is  the  trench  to  that : 

And  here  our  steps  we  stayed  upon  its  skirts. 

The  soil  was  of  a  thick  and  arid  sand. 
In  its  appearance  not  unlike  to  that 
Which  once  was  trodden  under  Cuto's  foot.1 

0  Vengeance  of  the  Lord,  how  much  shouldst  thou 
Be  held  in  terror  by  each  one  who  reads 

This  which  was  manifested  to  mine  eyes  ! 
Here  I  saw  many  troops  of  naked  souls, 
Who  all  of  them  did  miserably  shriek  : 
And  they  seemed  snlijeHcd  to  different  rules. 
Prostrate  on  earth,  lay  some  of  them,  supine ; 
Others  were  sitting  with  their  limbs  drawn  up ; 
And  some  there  were  who,  without  censing,  ran. 
Those  who  went  round  were  the  most  numerous. 
And  fewer  those  who  in  their  torment  lay ; 
But  these  were  louder  in  their  notes  of  woe. 

Over  the  sandy  plain,  with  lazy  fall, 
Wide -spreading  flakes  of  fire  were  raining  down, 
Like  snow  upon  ilic  Alps,  when  winds  are  still.  *" 
As  Alexander,  in  those  sultry  parts 
Of  India,  saw  that  over  all  his  host 
Flames  were  descending  solid  on  the  earth, 
"Wherefore  he  ordered  trampling  on  the  ground 
By  bis  battalions,  fur  the  burning  fumes 
Were  easier  extinguished  wliile  alone.* 
E'en  so  descended  this  eternal  fire  : 
And  the  sand  kindled  as  the  tinder  does 

1  On  hip  inarch  ncrow  the  Lil.ysri  'li^i  it  fn.m  Cyrcnn  to  I'tica. 
Lucan.  I'ii.ii-.  in. 

1  Allvrlon  Mngnna  is  mill  t"  rplnte  this  phenomenon  on  the 
•ntiority  ofn  luppwd  letter  from  Alexander  the  (heat  to  Aristotle. 


Under  the  steel,  tu  double  their  distress. 
There  was  a  constant  dance,  without  repose, 
Of  wretched  hands,  that  first  here,  and  then  there, 
Were  brushing  off  a  fresh  attack  of  flame. 

Began  1  :  "  Master,  thou  that  overcomest 
All  things,  except  those  demons  obdurate, 
"Who  made  resist  a  ace  at  the  entrance  gate: 
Who  is  that  great  one,  who  seems  not  to  fee! 
The  burning,  and  lies  scornful  and  inrapt. 
So  that  the  rain  seems  not  to  soften  him  ?  " 
And  then  this  same  one,  who  became  aware 
That  I  of  him  was  questioning  my  guide. 
Cried  :  "  Such  os  I  was,  living,  I  am  dead : 
Let  Jupiter  fatigue  his  smith,  from  whom 
He  borrowed  the  sharp  lightnings  in  his  wrath, 
By  which  I  was,  on  my  life's  last  day,  struck ; 
Let  him  fatigue  the  others,  gang  by  gang, 
In  Mongibello/  at  the  swarthy  forge, 
Galling  'Good  Vulcan,  send  me  help,  more  help  ! ' 
Like  as  he  did  on  Phlegra's  battle'  Held, 
And  let  him  launch  at  me  with  all  his  might, 
A  sweet  revenge  he  never  shall  possess." 

Spoke  then  my  leader  in  so  strong  a  voice. 
That  so  loud  never  had  I  heard  bin)  sprak  : 
"0  Capancus,  because  thou  humblest  not 
Thy  pride,  for  this  thou  hast  more  punishment : 
No  retribution,  but  tliiue  own  mad  rage, 
Would  for  thine  outrage  be  a  pain  enough \" 
Then  he  returned  to  me,  with  softer  look. 
And  said  :  "  This  of  the  seven  chiefs  was  one, 
Who  besieged  Thebes;  he  held,  and  seems  to  hold, 
God  in  disdain,  and  nothing  values  him  : 


*  ISntwiir-ii  tho  tul-  mill  Uii'  i;i:iiiL'. 


Cut  as  to  liim  I  said,  Ills  own  despite 
Is  in  his  breast  a  torment  justly  due 
Follow  itic  now,  imd  lake  heed  lust  thou  put 
Thy  feet  as  yet  upon  the  burning  sand  : 
But  to  the  Forest  ever  keep  them  turned." 

Arrived  we  silently  to  where  there  sprung 
Forth  from  the  wood",  a  little  rivulet, 
Whose  crimson  hue  yet  tills  me  with  affright. 
And  as  the  stream  of  Bulicame 1  ilows, 
Which  afterward*  [hi-  sinful  women  share, 
So  through  the  sandy  plain  this  took  its  course. 
The  bottom  anil  the  banks  upon  each  side. 
With  both  the  edges,  all  were  made  of  stone. 
Whence  I  concluded  that  there  lay  the  path. 

"Through  all  the  rest  which  I  to  time  have  shown, 
Ever  since  first  we  entered  by  that  gate. 
Of  which  the  threshold  is  denied  to  none. 
Nothing  has  been  submitted  to  thine  eyes. 
So  noteworthy  as  is  this  present  stream, 

Over  which  are  extinguished  all  M it-  Haines."  " 
Such  were  tin;  words  proceeding  from  my  guide; 
And  then  I  prayed  him  to  display  the  feast 
To  which  he  had  excited  appetite. 


"  111  middle  sea  (here  lies  a  desert  land," 
Thus  he  continued,  "  which  is  known  as  Crete, 
Under  whose  king  the  world  was  one  time  chaste. 
There  is  a  mountain,  which  one  time  rejoiced 
Tn  foliage  and  fountains,  Ida  called. 
But  (low  forlorn  and  like  a  bygone  thing. 


*  The  Bulinne  Is  ji  mitnml  !«ol  of  hot  wntCT  ncir  VitcrW  fo,l  hy 

luirir^il  -|.[iriLr.      Vl        il  is'-lli'-  n   '-Ijuil  ^In-nn,  ll|hi|j  nhii'h  ijirli^.i 

tif<!i*i.>lnti.'  iwrt       mill  |.l  |,„V|.  f.rmi'rlv  stood. 
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Of  her  young  soti,  and  better  to  conceal  him 

When  lie  might  cry,  she  cansctl  be  made  great  noise. 

Within  the  moimlam  stands  a  vast  Old  Mull, 

Who  towards  Damiata  turns  liis  back, 

Add  towards  Rome,  as  to  his  mirror,  looks. 

His  head  is  fashioned  of  the  finest  gold, 

And  of  pure  silver  arc  his  arms  and  breast. 

Thence  to  the  middle  he  is  made  of  brass : 

The  rest  below  is  iron  of  good  proof, 

Kscepl  the  right  fool,  which  is  of  linker!  clay,  "" 

On  which,  more  than  the  other  one,  he  rests. 

Each  part  of  liim,  except  the  gold,  is  cleft 

By  a  deep  fissure,  which  distils  the  tears 

Which,  when  collected,  to  the  hollow  picric 

Determined  to  (his  valley  is  (heir  course; 

Styx  they  form,  Acheron  and  Phlegethon: 

Then  by  this  narrow  conduit  they  descend 

Beneath,  where  can  there  be  no  lower  fall : 

They  form  Cocytus :  and  what  is  that  lake 

Thyself  shalt  see ;  not  hero  it  needs  be  told."'  15° 

I  then  to  him  :  "  If  this  same  rivulet 
Thus  lakes  its  origin  within  our  world, 
How  is  it  only  upon  these  banks  seen  f" 
Then  he  to  me ;  "  Thou  knowest  this  place  is  round, 
And  for  all  that  thou  hast  so  far  advanced 
Descending,  ever  keeping  the  left  hand. 
Thou  hast  not  yet  the  perfect  circuit  made. 
Therefore,  if  as  a  new  thing  this  appears, 
A  wondering  face  it  should  not  make  thee  show." 

!  The  figure  nf  the  OH  Mud  (token  fi™  the  iningo  seen  by 
Xi-l.mriiiL.lin/Eir  i'l  ]ii<  dr-i.ni  riM.l  «  V|,lrii,„.l  t.v  Dauii.i)  rrj.rwuils  [],'.. 
mtwaivc  :v.:i-.*  r-f  the  w.rl.L  :  nmt  ii  cniieru-ri  wit!,  rani ,.,!„,.!,,,]  ar„| 
i-i.-u]iir  tii^r.n  v  Iry  ir-  | ■  t--*-- ■ : ■  in  t!:.  li-,  t J i r ■  1.iii1i-i>1:l''i-  •  f  .lii|ii^T,  riml  r!i.' 
cradle  i.f  the  Trrjiin  nnil  Human  rocpa.  Till;  tcirs  of  mankind,  which 
have  Unwed  in  ill  ige«  except  the  golden,  are  maris  to  ropplj  the 


Then  I  again  :  "0  Master,  where  are  seen 
Lethe,  and  PHIegethon ;  silent  of  one. 
Thou  sayest  the  other  from  this  rain  proceeds  r" 
"  He  sure  that  all  thy  questions  give  delight," 
He  answered :  "  but  that  red  and  boiling  ilood. 
Ought  easily  to  solve  one  which  thou  makost. 
Thou  wilt  see  Lt'the,  but  from  this  stream  far, 
Where  the  souls  gather  fur  llie  deansing  bath, 
When  the  repented  crime  i?  purged  away." 
Then  be  said :  "  It  is  time  that  we  depart 
From  out  the  wood :  be  sure  tbou  follow  tlose ; 
The  banks,  which  are  not  burnt,  denote  the  way. 
And  over  them  the  vapours  all  arc  quenched." 


CANTO  XV. 


One  of  the  solid  brims  supports  us  now, 

And  overhead  hang  vapours  of  the  stream. 

Which  save  tlie  banks  and  water  from  the  flames. 

Like  as  the  Flemings  'twist  Cadsand  and  Bruges, 

Fearing  the  sea  which  presses  in  on  them, 

Throw  up  defences,  to  repel  the  waves; 

And  as  the  Paduans  along  the  Brenta, 

Their  country-seats  and  ca sties  lo  protect. 

Before  Uhinreutana  feels  the  heat:' 

These  were  constructed  with  the  like  design,  " 

Only  that  not  80  lofty  nor  so  large. 

Their  engineer,  whoe'er  lie  was,  made  these. 

We  had  already  from  the  wood  advanced. 
So  far,  I  could  not  see  it,  whence  1  was, 
Although  I  backward  turned  myself  to  look, 
When  with  a  company  of  souls  we  met. 
That  went  beside  the  hank,  and  each  of  them 
Surveyed  us,  as  at  nightfall  men  are  wont 
To  scan  each  other,  when  the  moon  is  new ; 
And  in  such  sort  they  strained  their  eyes  on  us,  " 

1  When  Oie  Know  inciting  "n  the  Alps  would  incrt-M)  tho  waters  of 
tlie  riier ;  Cliisreiiliuia  m-  <Virintlii;i.  Wmg  jiut  fur  tlic  wbols  Alpine 
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As  an  old  tailor  on  his  needles  eye. 

On  this  wise  scrutinised  by  all  that  crowd. 

One  recognised  me,  and  laid  hold  on  me 

By  my  robe's  skirt,  and  said  :  "  I  low  wonderful ! " 

And  I,  as  be  put  forth  to  mc  bis  arm, 

So  keenly  gazed  on  his  burnt  countenance, 

That  notwithstanding  i(  was  I  ire -changed, 

It  claimed  a  recognition  in  my  mind : 

And  holding  down  my  hand  towards  his  face, 

I  answer  made :  "Brunette,"  art  thou  here?"  ™ 

Then  he:  "My  son,  if  good  to  thee  it  seems, 

Brunetto  Latin!  with  thee  awhile 

Backward  will  turn,  and  let  the  troop  proceed." 

Then  I  :  "I  pray  thee  all  I  can,  to  this; 

And  if  thou  wilt  that  1  witli  thee  should  sit, 

I  will,  with  leave  of  him,  with  whom  I  go," 

"My  son,"  lie  said,  "whoever  of  this  troop. 

One  moment  halts,  a  hundred  years  must  lie, 

Nor  fan  himself,  when  by  the  lire  smitten. 

Therefore  move  onwards,  I  will  follow  close, 

And  presently  rejoin  my  company, 

Who  go  lamenting  their  eternal  painfl." 

Down  from  the  causeway  dared  1  not  descend 
Level  with  him  to  walk,  but  low  my  head 

Then  he  began  :  "  What  fortune  or  what  chance 
Brings  thee  down  here  before  thy  dying  day  ? 
And  who  is  this,  who  marshals  thee  the  way?" 
"  Above  there  in  the  life  serene  on  earth ," 
1  answered  him,  "I  wandered  in  a  valley, 

=  ilrunetw  Latbi  jl..  1220,  .1.  12M),  nn  eminent  Flotetitiui-  i>hil™,- 
plict  mill  M:it.-m:ui.  aii'l  III"  ]iiViv|,1u  ,.f  [Hilt.;  in  hirf  ymtlli.    He  eum- 
tl.e  Travr  ..r  JWij,  uliii'li  \i:U -1  :(t  an  ai>ri'lj:urii'iil  ,.f 

M  kiiuivk.lp-,  iuul  induiltil  n  v1Tsii>L  "f  Arist-.lltV  Etliiw.  It  yean 
ivrittvn  in  Fri'ii'li.  lint  liii:.  ■■nl.v  >-.vii  |.i-|iili.'.1  iu  :iu  IUiliiin  vtrnii.i]. 
Bninetln  Wl  tin'  rei.LiUti'.n  ..f  liuitie  n  "ui.rKllv  mini," 


7fl 


Before  was  yet  fulfilled  my  prime  of  life  ; 
Y ester  morn  only  from  it  I  turned  back ; 
This  one  appeared  as  I  to  it  returned, 
And  lends  me  to  my  home  along  this  way." 

Then  lie  to  me  :  "If  thou  observe  thy  stars, 
Thou  canst  not  miss  to  find  a  glorious  port, 
If  well  I  studied  in  the  upper  life  : 
And  if  I  had  not  been  thus  early  dead, 
Knowing  the  heavens  were  to  thee  thus  kind, 
I  should  hiivi:  brcmiflit  thee  comfort  in  thy  task.  " 
l!ut  that  malignant  and  ungrateful  race. 
Who  iu  old  times  came  down  from  Fiesole,' 
And  smack  yet  of  the  mountain  and  the  rock, 
Wake  thee  their  enemy  for  thy  good  deed? : 
With  reason  too ;  for  of  the  bitter  sorb 
No  man  expects  to  gather  the  sweet  lig. 
On  earth  the  ancient-  proverb  tails  them  blind  ; 
A  people,  greedy,  envious  iind  proud! 
Be  sore  to  keep  llice  from  their  customs  pure. 
Such  honour  will  to  thee  thy  fortune  bring, 
That  both  the  factions  will  have  craving  need 
Of  thee;  but  from  the  goat  be  far  the  grass  ! 
Let  the  beast  1'icsolans  rind  provender 
In  one  another,  and  not  (ouch  the  plant, 
If  any  such  yet  on  their  dunghill  grows. 
In  which  there  nourishes  the  sacred  seed 
Of  Romans,  who  remained  in  it  what  time 
That  nest  of  so  much  malice  was  first  built." 

"  If  all  my  prayers  fulfilment  had  oblaiunl, 

3  The  inhnliiWnla  oftbc.M  wn  ..["  Fi, ...  I.  - ■  c i  i'.io  hill  mixni  with  tlic 

Families  who  bowted  a  pure  liomin  nmsstty.  "  Dnnte'h  fnrnily  was  one 
tit  time,  tuui  cbiiNi  il  (lin.ii.L'li  111-  Kli.i'i  il|>  to  Uio  "Id  oilixnliir  lini!  of 
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I  answered  him,  "thou  wouldst  not,  at  this  time,  " 

Have  been  an  outcast  from  the  life  of  men  : 

For  in  my  mind  ia  Used,  and  moves  me  yet 

The  dear  and  excellent  paternal  form 

Of  thee,  who,  hour  by  hour  upon  the  earth, 

Instructed  me  of  man's  eternity. 

For  this,  my  gratitude,  while  I  shall  live. 

Ought  to  be  manifested  by  my  tongue. 

I  note  what  thou  hast  said  of  my  career. 

And  keep  for  comment  with  another  text, 

Dy  a  Lady,  if  I  reach  her,  who  will  know.  " 

My  only  wish  is,  flint  it  lie.  made  clear; 

Conscience  upbraids  me  not  with  any  stings. 

And  I  am  ready  for  the  will  of  fate. 

This  earnest  of  the  future  is  not  new  : 

Therefore  let  Fortune  turn  about  her  wheel 

As  pleases  her,  the  countryman  bis  mattock." 

And  now  my  Master  on  the  right  hand  side 
Turned  round,  and  fixed  upon  me  bis  regards  : 
Then  said ;  "  lie  listens  well,  who  takes  good  note." 
lint  not  for  this  the  less  I  went  in  speech 
With  ISrunctto,  and  asked  him  who  might  be 
The  best  known  and  the  chiefest  of  his  baud. 
Then  be  to  me  :  "  Of  some  'tis  good  to  know  : 
Hut  of  the  others  silence  were  the  best; 
Time  would  prove  short,  to  hear  so  long  a  tale. 
Know  in  a  word,  that  these  were  of  the  Church, 
And  celebrated  students,  of  L'reat  fame, 
Upon  earth  by  the  same  oH'enec  defiled. 
Priscian  has  fellowship  wilh  this  sad  herd, 
And  Francesco  d'Accorao : '  to  be  seen, 

*  Priffiiax,  till!  iiuiii.iis  an  iirimi  nf  111.:  fllli  otntnry—  FnuicrMM 

rVArtMi-X",  ;i  FliTwilirn-,  lib.'  ivIvIiivHh"!  jini-iMiiMill  ih1L  l!i.l..a.iir.  Iri  tli- 
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If  thou  hast  nny  wish  for  such  s:nl  "ighl. 

Is  lie,*  who  by  the  servants'  servitor, 

Was  sent  from  Arno  to  Bacclugltone, 

Where  ho  his  ill-strained  sinews  left  behind. 

More  I  would  any  :  but  company  and  speech 

Pnrther  I  cannot  give,  for  I  perceive. 

Yonder  n  fresh  cloud  rising  from  the  sand, 

And  some,  with  whom  I  should  not  be,  appiwcli  : 

Let  my  Tesoro  be  to  thee  commended 

In  which  I  now  live,  and  no  more  I  ask." 

Then  he  turned  back,  and  was  as  one  of  them 
Who  nt  Verona"  run  for  the  green  cloth, 
Across  the  plain ;  and  he  resembled  him 
Who  wins,  und  not  the  loser  in  the  race. 

'  Amlrpn  <ii'  Mi./ii,  l.i-licj.  i.f  Ftoiviuv,  nn  the  Amu,  alia  fur  hi« 
Mllir]:il-.lls  [IIV  u:i«  [Mliiivi.l  !,v  lln-  j ~- ■  | -  I. .V ni'  >Vn ni-tmi  /Jftl,  ti>  11 
lins  [Ullilip  J.iaili.in  at  Vi.'MjM,  on  til.-  Itin-liTiilii'lli!,  o  ll.Tf  lit  lliwl. 

"  A  clonk,  nr  |>i«'P  "f  d.rlli,  was  tin'  u-ilnl  jiriie  nt  the  f.mt-m«w  nf 
tlie  time.    At  Viwim  it  was  pa. 
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Conn  to  a  place  I  was,  where  there  was  noise 
Of  water  falling  in  the  other  round, 
Like  to  the  murmuring  which  beehives  make, 
When  spirits  three  together  made  advance 
]{'.mniiii,'  from  out  a  iroop,  as  it  went  by, 
Under  tlic  shower  of  that  smarting  plague. 
Tbej  came  towards  ns;  ami  they  all  exclaimed  ; 
"  Stop  thou,  for  by  thy  habit  tliou  dost  seem 

Ah  me  !  what  scars  1  saw  upon  their  limbs 
Recent  and  old,  from  burning  of  the  flames ! 
The  recollection  of  it  grieves  me  still. 
My  learned  teacher  listened  to  their  cry, 
Then  hinted  his  looks  on  inc.  and :  "  Wait  awhile," 

The  nature  of  the  place,  I  should  pronounce 
This  haste  were  more  becoming  thee  than  them." 

As  we  our  steps  staid,  they  again  began 
Their  Former  burden,  and  when  us  they  joined, 
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The  three  perpetually  round  us  wheeled. 

And  as  do  wrestlers,  when  stripped  and  oiled. 

They  eye  their  vantage,  where  to  plant  their  hold. 

Before  they  actually  join  in  strife, 

So  each  of  these,  with  face  aye  veering  round. 

Looked  straight  at  me,  so  that  his  neck  reversed 

Was  ever  turned  contrary  to  his  feet. 

"  And  if  the  misery  of  this  shifting  soil, 
Renders  us  despicable,  and  our  prayers," 
One  of  them  said,  "  and  our  dark  blistered  looks ;  " 
Yet  may  our  reputation  turn  thy  mind. 
To  tell  ns  who  thou  art,  whose  living  feet 
Convey  thee  in  security  through  Hell. 
He,  in  whose  ('outsteps,  as  lliou  seest,  I  go, 
All  naked  and  excoriate  as  he  is. 
Once  was  of  higher  rank  than  thou  mayst  think  : 
The  grandson  of  the  good  (lUaldrada1  he, 
His  name  was  Guidoguerra;  in  his  life 
Ho  was  distinguished  both  in  arms  and  wit. 
The  other  who  behind  me  grinds  the  sand, 
Was  Tegghio  Aldobrandi,'  whose  advice 
Should  have  been  followed  in  the  world  above  : 
And  1  who  am  in  torment  placed  with  them, 
Was  lacopo  Iiusticucei ;  sootli 
My  proud  wife  worked  me.  the  most  injury." 

If  I  had  been  protected  from  the  llames, 
Among  them  I  should  surely  have  leaped  down, 

1  (Junldrada  ™  llic  linui'iiliir  »f  IttiUmi-iurir  IS-.rli.  ;m  nnricnt  noMn 
'■f  Fl"t^inc  10-  F:i.  xv.  iiiui  ivi.  h,  iiii.l        ■■i-li'l.rik-.l  [.(]■  htr  IhmiiI y  .hi.! 

rntylgHtv.     (illirI.iL.-n.  rr.i  c  'Him  I li  (J;..  |-].ivi,(i[ji-  lim-lfr  nl  111.!        [  ]l- 

ln.'.'ir  Ilcm-Yiiiito,  in  "lii'li  MiiMfiwi,  Mi.-  minimi  m.ii  ..I"  Kr.-ilrvi.-l.  liml, 
•  ■'inlt-tiiiLj  [in-  i.T-'iin  . . r"  .-=  i I y  ■ii-ii  -Hj.i-Tl-ii  1..  iLi-  lalik-lin™  uf  HjiIv. 
»-;ih  rMraUi!  bv  I'lmrli*  .if  Aiijuu  in  12fiS. 
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And,  as  I  think,  with  good  leave  of  my  guide; 

But  ns  I  must  thus  have  been  scorched  and  burned, 

Terror  the  inclination  overcame 

Which  made  mo  long  to  fold  them  in  my  arras. 

Then  I  began  :  "Compassion,  not  contempt, 

This  your  condition  lias  impressed  on  me, 

So  great,  it  will  bo  long  ere  it  departs ; 

Ever  since  this  my  leader  spoke  to  me 

Words,  upon  which  I  thought  within  myself, 

Nninr  lull:  ::[>]) r: ): i c-j !11:lt,  Mich  as  ye  appear. 

I  of  your  city  am,  and  at  all  times 

Your  actions,  and  your  honourable  names, 

I  have  heard  mentioned,  and  retraced  with  love. 

1  leave  the  gall ;  and  go  to  the  sweet  fruit 

Promised  to  mo  by  my  veracious  guide : 

Hut  to  the  centre  first  I  must  descend." 

"As  for  long  lime,  thy  spirit  may  inform 
Thy  members,"  thereupon  lie  answer  made, 
"  And  as  thy  fame  may  after  llico  be  bright, 
Valour  and  courtesy,  say,  if  (hey  abide 
TVitbin  our  city,  as  was  wont  to  be, 
Or  if  they  wholly  are  from  it  gone  forth  ? 
For  Guglielmo  Boraiere/  who  is  plagued 
Since  late  with  us,  and  goes  there  with  his  mates, 
lias  much  distressed  us  for  it  by  his  tale." 

"The  upstart  families,  and  sudden  gains, 
Excesses  have  produced,  and  arrogance, 
Florence,  in  thee,  as  thou  hast  ere  now  grieved." 
Thus  I  spoke  loudly  with  a  front  erect; 
And  the  three,  hearing  as  my  answer  this. 
Looked  each  on  each,  like  men  who  felt  the  truth. 
"  If  at  all  times  it  shall  not  cost  thee  more," 

1  A  FlonntiDe  scutlemiiis.  An  anmliitc  of  him  formi  <•»<• 
B-cracciu'a  Ulcs  in  tire  Drcamerun  (i.  8.) 


INFKitXiV 


Ticplicd  they  all,  "  to  answer  In  content, 
Happy  thy  lot,  to  speak  as  pleases  thee ! 
When  from  these  dark  abodes  thou  shalt  emerge, 
And  shalt  return  to  sight  of  the  fair  stars, 
When  thou  wilt  joy  in  saying,  I  have  been  ; 
Encourage  men  lo  some  discourse  of  us." 

Then  they  broke  up  their  wheel,  and  for  retreat, 
It  seemed  as  if  flifir  nimble  lecp  were  wings. 
An  Amen  one  could  not  articulate 
So  quickly  as  they  vanished  out  of  sight : 
Then  to  the  Master  to  depart  seemed  good ; 
I  followed  him,  and  not  far  had  we  gone, 
When  so  near  to  us  was  the  water's  noise, 
That  hardly  each  could  hear  the  other  speak. 
Like  to  that  stream'  which  holds  its  proper  course, 
At  iirst  from  .Monte  Viso,  towards  the  Hast, 
Upon  the  left  flank  of  die  Apennine; 
Which  lirM  i:  Acijiiiichdii  called,  above; 
Into  a  lower  channel  after  sinks, 
And  is  at  Forli  of  that  name  deprived : 
Over  San  Benedetto  loudly  roars 
Down  from  the  hills,  to  fall  in  a  descent, 
"Where  for  a  thousand  there  should  refuge  be.' 
So  downwards  o'er  a  broken  precipice, 
We  heard  the  rushing  of  the  tinted  stream. 
In  such  sort,  as  for  long  would  crack  the  ear. 

A  cord*  I  had,  which  girdled  me  around. 
With  which  at  one  time,  I  indulged  in  hope 

'  Tlie  river  Montonc,  wbicli  lines  on  Uonteviao  in  lie  Apennino 

'  Eillicr  t*v:iuM  tlji'  :.l.ln  v  i  f  >:in  Iti'iiC'Uu.i  hIi.hiIiI  lime  been  better 
filled  with  liluak.s  "r  in  nlliLi-i-m  1..  a  ilwijrn,  afterwards  abandoned,  nf 
building  a  new  lawn  near  it. 

*  An  alkv'i.rini!  Miinilicanti  li.u  In-.m  pvon  In  this  |Kuwngc,  founded 
on  iLi;  belief  that  IWte  in  hi*  vmitli  lind  Iwine  a  Tertiary,  or  lay 
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To  fake  the  leopard  of  the  spotted  skill : 

After  I  bad  unloosed  it  from  myself, 

According  to  desire  of  my  guide, 

T  gave  it  to  him  knotted  in  a  coil. 

Then  he  advancing  on  the  right  hand  side, 

But  yet  a  little  siunding  from  the  edge, 

lute  that  deepening  chasm  threw  it  down. 

Arid  now  "Needs  must,  some  new  tiling  will  respond," 

Within  myself  I  said,  "  to  tliis  new  sign, 

Which  now  my  Jlastcr  follows  with  his  eyes." 

How  cautious  it  behoves  that  men  should  be, 

When  near  to  ibose  who  see  nut  acts  alone, 

lint  with  their  knowledge  can  look  into  thoughts.  '* 

To  me  be  said :  "  Thou  soon  above  wilt  see 

What  I  look  for;  and  what  thy  fancy  dreams 

Will  soon  display  itself  before  I  by  sight." 

To  truth  which  has  the  semblance  of  a  lie. 
Much  as  can  be,  a  man  should  close  his  hps ; 
To  shame  it  may  expose  him,  without  crime : 
But  here  I  must  speak  out ;  and  by  the  words, 
I  swear  thee  Header,  of  this  Comedy/ 
And  as  (hey  may  not  of  long  favour  miss, 
I  saw  through  that  thick  gloumy  atmosphere,  '" 
A  figure  swimming  upwards  that  approached, 

partofitatmbit    ll    I      I         |  II       tn-itnl  iliKiplimi 
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lie  lias  [.Bwl  tla™  cirri.-  in  ivliirli  art;  ]niiii-li.-,i  ll,..  ..in,  wlii'Oi  may 
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riivli  s  in  v  liii'li  arr  e'l'ii  ■l.i.l  flu-  sins  ..fa  fal...  ami  evil  heart,  and  of 
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signal  of  tie  raa-J  sunes  lo  bring  \iy  Qeryon, 
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.Endd  a  TragBh.  in.  n.  IIS. 


Most  wuurltT-tiniviiig  in  the  firmest  mind; 

Like  lo  :i  mmi  reluming,  when  lie  hiis  Jived 

Sometime  to  loose  lln:  (iiirhor,  which  !i;i3  cauglit 

A  rock  or  oilier  lliitig  liiJ  in  the  sea, 

Who  upwards  strike-,  and  towards  liim  draws  his  led. 
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THE  VIOLENT  AQAIVST  GOD  IN  AST.— DESCENT  TO  TFIE 

"  Behold  the  monster  with  tlie  pointed  tail. 

Who  [Kisses  mountains,  breaks  through  walls  and  arm;) 

Behold  tlu'  Miiiifr  which  all  tin-  world  pollutes !" 

With  such  aihlre-s,  mv  irukli.'  to  me  began, 
And  beekoned  to  it  to  the  bank  to  eomc. 
Near  where  the  marble,  w  e  had  traversed,  ended  : 
And  that  ill-favoured  i r i iult i n ij  of  fraud 
Approached  and  landed  both  his  head  and  bust, 
But  lifted  not  his  tail  upon  the  brink. 
His  face  was  as  the  face  of  a  just  man. 
He  had  an  oulward  semblance  so  benign  ; 
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lint  all  the  trunk  of  him  was  serpen!  likr. 
Below  the  armpits  he  hail  tiro  rough  paws  ; 
His  back  and  breast  and  ribs  on  either  side, 
He  had  diversified  with  marks  and  knots; 
With  more  of  colour  in  the  ground  and  pattern, 
Than  ever  Turks  or  Tartars  gave  their  stud's, 
Nor  was  such  fabric  by  Aracline  worked. 
And  as  the  barges  lie  beside  the  shore 
Partly  that  ate  iu  water,  part  un  land, 
Or  as  among  tin;  I  itrrmaiis  gluttonous, 
The  beaver  pluufs  iiinifcSf  In  hike  his  prey  ; 
So  rested  this  most  execrable  brute 
Upon  the  stone  brim,  which  contains  the  sand. 
His  tail  was  writhing  iu  the  empty  space 
And  upwards  turned  its  venom-bcaring  fork 
Armed  at  the  end,  as  is  a  scorpion. 

The  leader  said*:  "  Deflected  here  must  be 
Something  our  course,  that  we  may  go  to  that 
Mischievous  beast,  who  yonder  lies  outstretched." 
Then  we  duscftidt'il  kt-i-piri^  tin:  left  hand, 
And  took  ten  paces  on  the  outer  edge. 
Tor  the  avoiding  of  the  sand  and  flames ; 
And  when,  at  where  he  lay  we  were  arrived, 
Onwards  a  little  on  the  sand  1  saw 
People  that  sat  close  to  the  void  abyss. 
My  Master  then  :  "  In  order  that  a  full 
lApcrietUT  of  this  circle  thou  innyst  gain," 
He  said  to  me,  "  now  go,  and  note  their  state. 
But  let  your  conversation  there  he  brief: 
Whilst  thou  art  gone,  with  this  one  I  will  speak, 
To  make  him  grant  to  us  his  shoulders  strong." 

Further  then  thus  upon  the  front  extreme, 
Of  this  the  seventh  circle,  all  alone 
T  went,  where  this  sad  population  sat. 


Forth  from  their  eves  their  ainiuish  forced  escape: 
Hither  and  thither  with  their  hands  they  flew 
Now  to  tlie  fumes,  nun  to  t lie  burning  soil : 
1'iveu  as  dugs  ilo  in  llie  summer  time 
With  paw  or  muzzle,  when  they  have  been  hit 
liy  gadflies,  or  mosquitoes,  or  by  fleas. 

Uline  eyes  I  cast  upon  the  face  of  some 
Of  those  on  whom  tins  dreadful  lire  descends, 
And  I  knew  none  of  them  ;  but  I  observed 
That  from  the  ocek  of  each  one,  hung  a  purse 
WMch  had  a  certain  mark  and  colouring. 
On  which  it  seemed  their  eyes  delighted  fed. 
And  as  J  passed  among  them,  taking  note. 
Azure  I  marked  upon  a  yellow  puree 
The  impress  and  resemblance  of  a  lion.' 
L'rncecdmg  in  the  course  of  my  survey 
1  saw  another,  ruddier  than  blood, 
A  goose  than  butter  whiter,  which  display  ed  ; 
And  one  that  with  a  pregnant  sow  ia  blue, 
His  argent  satchel  decorated  had; 
Who  said  to  me  :  "  What  dost  thou  in  this  deep  P 
Begone,  but  since  thou  art  yet  in  the  life, 
Vitnlinno,'  iny  old  neighbour,  kuow, 
Will  one  day  sit  upon  my  left-hand  side. 
1  am  a  Paduan  with  these  Florentines  : 
And  they  continually  stun  rny  ears, 
Crving  :  '  J.i-I  come  iiie  sovereign  cavalier," 
Who  with  three  goats,  will  bear  his  purse  adorned  !' 
Awry  he  pulled  Ins  muiilli  then,  and  lulled  out 
His  tongue  like  oxen  when  they  lick  the  nose. 
Then  I,  alarmed  lesl  more  delav  should  vex 
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Ilim,  who  admonished  inc  brief  stay  lo  make, 
Abandoned  to  themselves  these  tortured  souls. 

I  found  my  leader,  who  had  mounted  up 
Already  on  the  back  at  the  fierce  brute ; 
He  said  to  inc  :  "  Now  be  thou  brave  and  bold ; 
Now  must  we  by  such  stair  as  lids  descend: 
Mount  thou  in  front,  the  middle  I  will  hike. 
So  that  the  tail  may  do  no  injury." 
Like  as  the  man  who  feels  the  sluvcring  fit 
Of  ipiarlan  auiie,  colon  rluss  bis  nails, 
Who  shakes  all  over,  only  seeing  shade ; 
Such  I  became  on  hearing  of  these  words : 
But  such  reproaches  made  me  feel  ashamed 
As  make  a  servant  brave  for  a  good  lord. 
Upon  the  shoulders  settled  I  myself: 
I  would  have  spoken,  but  my  voice  eamc  not 
As  I  expected  :  "  Hold  me  fast  around." 
And  he  who  other  turn1.-  Inn!  been  my  help, 
In  other  straits,  so  soon  as  I  had  mounted, 
Sustained  and  grasped  me  eireled  in  his  arms. 

lie  said  :  "  O  Gcryon,'  proceed  thou  now, 
lie  Ihy  wheels  ample,  and  slow  thy  descent ; 
Consider  the  new  burden  which  thou  hast." 
As  from  its  place  puts  out  some  galleon 
With  backward  motion,  so  he  gathered  way  ; 
And  when  he  felt  himself  at  large  and  free, 
Turned  round  his  tail  to  where  his  breast  had  been, 
Then  worked  it,  straight-extended,  like  an  eel. 
And  with  his  paws  towards  him  clutched  the  air. 
Greater  dismay  I  think  could  not  have  been, 
What  time  that  Phaeton  let  go  the  reins, 


'  licrTnn,  one  i.S  tin-  nuclei-  '■{  IimiiIm  ]nylli"l  'i-y,  is  unci)  a."  tin? 
symbol  .if  Fraud,  null  jitoced  m  gunrdiiui  orcr  tie  circle  in  which  it  \x 
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Whereat  the  sky,  as  still  is  seen,  was  burnt.' 

Ivor  when  the  wretched  (earns  his  loins 

Saw  lose  tlieir  pinions  from  the  melting  wax, 

His  father  calling  :  "The  wrong  way  thou  boldest  :" 

Than  was  then  mine,  perceiving  that,  I  was 

Hy  air  surrounded,  and  I  saw  withdrawn 

All  objects  from  the  eyes,  except  the  beast. 

With  gentlest  motion,  wafted  on,  he  went  ; 
Wheeled  and  descended :  yet  I  had  not  known. 
Hut  for  the  wind  from  'ncath  and  on  my  face. 
Now  could  I  hear  the  torrent  on  the  right 
Which  underneath  us  made  a  frightful  din  ; 
With  eves  turned  downwards  [  lemied  fori]]  mj  head, 
But  was  more  fearstruck  by  the  nether  gulf: 
For  1  saw  tires  and  1  heard  laments, 
At  which  I  trembling  tightened  all  my  grip  ; 
And  then  I  marked,  as  I  could  not  before. 
The  turning  and  descent,  by  the  great  woes 
Approaching  us  in  all  directions  round. 

Like  as  a  hawk,  who  long  upon  the  wing 
Without  a  sight  of  quarry  or  of  lure ; 
Slakes  say  the  falconer :    "  What  ?  comest  down  ?" 
Drops  wearily,  whence  swiftly  lie  took  flight, 
With  many  wluvjings,  and  nliglita  afar 
OH'  from  Ins  master,  sulky  and  enraged  : 
Thus  nt  the  bottom  placed  us  Gcryon, 
Upon  our  feet  at  foot  of  the  rough  clilf, 
And  soon  as  of  our  persons  he  was  rid, 
Shot  away,  bke  an  arrow  from  the  string. 


s  In  nlluaiou  to  uoe  belief  uf  the  origin  of  tie  Milky  Wnj. 
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MALEBOLGK,  OR  THE  ElQITTf!  CHICLE.  WHICH  HAB  TEN  DIVISIONS 
FOIl  THE  FRAUDULENT. —THE  BEOUCETIH  OF  WOll  EN.— TIIK 
WHIPS.— THE  FLATTE HERS.— THE  SINK  OF  FILTH. 

Thkbe  is  a  place  in  Hell  tailed  HalebolgeV 

Made  all  of  rock,  and  of  an  iron  stain, 

As  is  the  circle  which  around  it  goes. 

Right  in  the  middle  of  this  dreary  plot, 

There  yawns  a  pit  profound,  of  wide  extent. 

The  plan  of  which  its  own  place  will  relate. 

The  belt  then  which  remains,  is  circular. 

Between  the  pit  and  the  tall  scarp  it  lies. 

And  has  its  tloor  divided  by  ten  mounds : 

Such  figure  as  is  given  by  the  plan  >" 

Of  foss  on  foss,  as  its  defences  traced. 

About  the  circuit  of  a  castle's  wall, 

The  like  appearance  did  these  mounds  present ; 

And  ns  in  such  a  fortress,  from  the  gates 

There  are  drawbridges  to  the  outer  bank, 

So  ledges  from  the  bottom  (if  the  rock 

Proceeded,  traversing  the  banks  and  moats. 

On  to  the  pit,  where  they  unite  and  end. 

In  this  place,  when  off  shaken  from  the  back 
Of  Orrioii,  we  found  us,  and  the  Poet 

1  JInli!  BnlRfi,  or  Evil-pita. 
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Held  to  the  left,  and  I  beliind  iiim  moved. 
Upon  the  right,  I  saw  new  misery, 
New  torments,  and  new  executioners. 
With  which  t]ic  i'.rsi  cumparf.nicnt  was  replete. 
Tlie  naked  malefactors  were  below  : 
Pacing  they  came  on  one  side,  from  the  midst. 
With  us  upon  the  other,  hut  more  swift. 
Like  as  (he  Romans,  for  the  crowd  immense, 
In  the  year  of  Jubilee,'  upon  the  bridge. 
Took  order  how  the  multitude  should  pass ; 
So  that  on  one  side,  they  all  turn  the  face 
The  castle  towards,  and  to  .Saint  Peter's  go; 
Hut  on  the  other  go  towards  the  Mount. 

On  either  side  upon  the  livid  rook 
1  could  see  hiiriiAi  devils  v.ilh  gieat.  whips 
Who  flogged  them  from  behind  most,  cruelly. 
Oh,  how  they  forced  them  to  lift  up  their  legs 
At  the  first  stroke !  and  hardly  one  of  them 
Did  for  a  second  or  a  third  remain. 

While  I  was  moving,  my  regards  on  one 
Were  centred,  and  immediately  I  said  : 
"  I  have  not  been  wilhmit  a  sight  of  him 
So  to  recall  him  I  gazed  earnestly, 
And  the  good  Muster  with  me  paused  awhile. 
Giving  me  leave  a  little  to  go  back. 
This  scourged  one  thought  he  coidd  conceal  himself, 
By  holding  down  his  face,  but  it  served  not : 
For  I  said,  "Thou  (hat  limkesl  on  the  ground 

:  Enormous  wnnds  fljeti-i  t  >  IV  :i:-t  Jul.ilu  ii.-lii'it..!  L.y  r.ii»> 

i.uV-.i  til, ■'i.i-i.k', ■  -I"  r=t.  Su'y]..,  t  :,;!,]  irtuini,-; 

r.-ni,.-  ..(  [.il-ni,,-;  vl-ii;.,.-  St.  IV^rs.  Tin'  M..iml  U  ((,.-  .lreiinil'i.ii. 
.1  m.ire  (hat  part  mi  wliirli  tin:  dmrrfi  i,f  S.  t'ittri.  in 

uiiU.rin  sluuib.    Tin.-  .■a-.tlr  is.  UtL.  ™.tl.-  ,>f  St.  AngslD. 
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Unless  tin;  feaiures  borne  by  thee  arc  false, 
Art  Vcnedico  Caceinnimico,' 

But  what  has  brought  thee  to  such  pungent  pniiisP" 

He  then  to  me :  "  Ilcluctantly  I  tell : 
But  thy  char  accent  fo  it  forces  me, 
Bringing  r en icmb ranee  of  the  former  world. 
I  am  the  man  who  the  fair  Ghisola 
I'o  do  the  pleasure  of  the  Marquis  led, 
However  else  the  shameful  story  runs. 
I  am  not  here  the  only  Bolognese  ; 
Indeed  this  ri'pritin  so  idsoimds  in  them. 
That  now  nrc  not  so  many  voices  found 
'  Sipn,'  to  say,  'twist  lteno  and  Savena : ' 
And  if  for  this  thou  lacteal  faith  or  proof, 
Remember  our  avariciousness." 
A  demon  struck  him  as  he  thus  replied 
With  his  lash,  and  cried  out  to  him  :  "  Begone, 
Pandar,  here  are  no  women  to  be  coined." 
I,  thereupon,  my  escort  overtook  ; 
And  afterwards  in  lew  steps  we  arrived 
At  where  a  ledge  projected  from  the  roek. 
On  this  we  mounted  with  enough  of  case. 
Turned  to  the  right  upon  its  jutting  stone, 
And  thus  departed  from  these  circling  rounds. 

When  we  were  come  where  was  an  opening 
Beneath,  to  give  n  pa-sagi'  to  (he  whipped, 
Mj  guide  said  :  "  Stop,  in  order  t  lint  may  meet 
Thy  sight  the  faces  of  the  others  ill-born, 
Whose  coimteti.uiir*  (lion  h,i>t  not  yet  seen. 
Because  they  have  iilong  wilh  us  moved  on." 

The  Bcnu  uml  Silvern  ran  jiii-ullc!  I"  tatii  "fliLT  f.ir  ,1  conriikmMc 
ilisLmw,  rinil  In-twerii  llr  iii  lii  -  H  .li^rni.  ,V;w  (uuw  ri)*>)  Mia  unil 
by  tbe  Bolopen  inatoul  nf  Ida  usunl      nr  yi  nf  Italy. 
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Prom  the  old  bridge  we  looked  upon  the  troop 
Which  came  towards  us,  from  the  other  side. 
And  wham  the  whip  in  the  same  manner  flayed. 
Then  my  good  lord,  without  request  of  mine, 
Said  (o  me  ;  "Note  that  lofty  one  who  comes, 
And  in  his  anguish  sheds  not  any  tear  ; 
See  what  a  royal  bearing  he  retains  ! 
That  one  is  Jason  ;  with  stout  heart  and  craft 
He  of  their  fleece  despoiled  the  Colchians. 
The  isle  of  Lemnos  in  his  course  he  took, 
After  the  women  with  bold  cruelty 
To  <lcath  had  dedicated  all  their  males ;  ■* 
There  by  his  actions,  and  his  smooth  address 
Hypsipile  the  youthful  he  deceived, 
She  who  before  had  all  the  rest  deceived, ' 
Pregnant  he  left  her  there,  and  all  alone ; 
Such  crime  condemns  him  to  such  punishment. 
And  for  Medea,  too,  is  vengeance  worked. 
With  him  go  those,  who  in  like  sort  deceive. 
This  of  the  first  entrenchment  is  enough 
To  know,  and  those  who  in  it  suffer  pain." 

We  now  advanced  to  where  the  narrow  way  "" 
The  second  line  of  rampart  intersects. 
And  makes  it  for  another  arch  a  hutment. 
Hence  we  heard  people  who  a  low  moan  made 
In  the  next  moat,  with  spattering  from  the  mouth 
And  striking  of  themselves,  wilh  their  own  bands. 
The  banks  were  crusted  with  a  monhliness 
From  vapours  from  below,  which  settle  there, 
And  gave  offence  both  to  the  eye  and  ear. 
So  deep  the  bottom  is,  that  there  is  not 
Room  to  look  down,  unless  one  mounts  the  ridge,  "" 

1  In  th?  munler  ijtlie  raalos  uf  Leitm.-.s,  !ly|.si|>ili>,  thi-  queen  of  thi> 
isliiml.  .Itwivnl  E.I  1 1-  "ili.T  u-ninni  l.v  |iri'H<rvin<;  tin-  life  nf  her  own 
futlitr.  Th™». 
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Upon  the  arch  where  highest  is  the  rock. 

Thither  we  moved,  and  in  the  moat  below 

People  I  saw  who  stilling  were  in  filth, 

Which  from  the  draught- ho  uses  of  men  sunned  brought. 

Below,  while  I  was  searching  with  mine  eyes, 
I  saw  a  head  with  filth  so  much  bedaubed 
It  showed  not  if  it  was  of  lay  or  clerk. 
It  called  to  me  :  "  What  makes  thee  so  intent 
To  gaze  on  me,  of  all  the  loathsome  crew  ?  " 
Then  I  to  him  :  "  liccausc  I  recollect 
Before  to  have  seen  thee,  when  thy  hair  was  dry; 
Thou  art  Alessiu  lutarrmiid  of  Lucca, 
Wherefore  on  thee,  more  than  the  rest,  I  look." 
Then  he  replied,  and  struck  himself  his  head  : 
"  My  flatteries  have  plunged  me  here  below. 
With  which  I  ne'er  could  satiate  my  tongue." 

My  leader  next :  "Endeavour  to  advance," 
He  said,  "a  little  further  on  thy  sight, 
So  that  the  countenance  may  meet  thy  view 
Of  that  foul  woman  with  dishevelled  hair, 
Who  with  her  filthy  nails  there  tears  herself, 
Now  crouching  down,  now  standing  on  her  feet. 
That  is  the  harlot  Thais,'  who  replied 
To  her  gallant,  when  lie  asked — '  Have  I  thanks 
Largely  from  thee  ?'—'  Aye,  marvellously  large.' 
With  this  let  our  regards  be  satisfied/' 

"  Thnis,  tllii  Cirji.--.1JH  (-■nu-liv.in  .if  Ath.-m  linlrulinvl  lij  Dryrtim  in 

lii-  ■'  Ali'iiiMili  r't  F.  ;i-l"l,  I-  In-.  .-minu.-il  :u  si"  sli,-  *-..nj  iili-ntii-al 

with  tin-  clianirti-r  ..f  tin-  MLtiu;  n.mir  mill  t,r,.tWi.,n  in  tlm  iVusm.-lms 

■■f  T.ire   Th,-  «-,,r,l,  [r,  ll„>  |,||.,  :„-,—  ■'  It;,,;,,;,,  v.-i-.,  r.ii.-r-  srtnins 

Thais  Tnilii  !"  -"Wnt.'s"  ui"t  iii.  sc.  I),  ftl.iflli  uri-  <i-tn  Imnsh.ti.l  it, 
the  tent.  Tlio  vlmlc  s.-i-n,.  is  si  saliri'  iii>.n  jara-iW,  luit  Thnis  Wn-i-lf 
iI.m-s  lint  rij'[n.-nr  in  it.  nsnl  [he  wus-ils  r.-sisnii-*!  I,.  Iht  hy  I'ant^  ur- 

*-|n-kii!i  hy  linitli".     I'll,-  II.1.-.-.-I-JI-  \-  qii-.|--.i      nn  in^r.-ji       ..f  i-nriisiti.-.-il 

iis-i'dlaliim  hi-  l'i,vr-i  ill.-  Amii-itiii.  ■•■>.  u-lu  n-  Hint-  nss.v  Imvn  smn  it, 
m.d  not  in  Traemr,  whi.ih  w,..i|.[  ru-i-Mnnl  (,--r  this  lmstrikn. 
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O  Simon  Magus,  O  his  wretched  tribe, 
The  tilings  of  Cod,  which  to  integrity 
Ought  to  be  wedded,  ye  rapaciously 
Adulterous  make  for  silver  and  for  gold. 
Now  sounded  must  the  trumpet  be  for  you, 
Because  in  the  third  dungeon  ye  abide! 

We  were  now  over  the  succeeding  depth, 
Upon  the  stone  ledge  mounted  in  that  pari. 
Which  the  mid  foss  exactly  overhangs. 

0  Highest  Wisdom,  how  trrt-;it.  is  (he  art. 
Shown  by  thee  in  earth,  heaven,  and  in  hell ; 
What  just  allol  iiu'mIs  do-s  thy  Tower  make ! 

1  saw  along  the  bottom,  and  the  sides, 
The  livid  rock  pierced  full  of  apertures, 

Of  the  same  bigness,  and  they  all  were  round. 
And  not  less  ample  seemed  to  me,  nor  more 
Than  those  which  in  my  beautiful  St.  John's 
Arc  as  a  place  for  the  baptizers  made : 
And  onr  of  which  not  many  years  agone 


I  broke  for  one  who  there  was  suffocating ;  " 
Be  this  ,1  seal  to  undeceive  the  world.' 

Forth  from  the  mouth  of  each,  outside  appeared 
The  feet  of  some  transgressor,  and  of  his  legs 
Far  as  the  calf;  the  rest  remained  within. 
With  all  of  them,  the  feet  were  both  in  flames, 
Wherefore  the  joints  such  fearful  struggles  made 
As  would  have  broken  any  bands  or  withes. 
Like  as  the  flame  from  every  unctuous  thing 
Flickers  upon  the  upper  side  alone, 
With  these  so  was  it,  from  the  heel  to  toe.  " 

"  Who  is  that  one,  0  Master,  who  so  frets 
Writhing,  more  than  the  others,  his  companions ;" 
I  said,  "  and  whom  a  redder  flame  does  lick  P" 
Then  he  i  "If  thou  wilt,  I  will  carry  thee 
Helow  upon  this  bank,  which  lower  lies. 
To  learn  of  him  and  his  crimes  from  himself." 
Then  I :  "It  pleases  me  as  much  as  thee. 
Thou  art  my  Lord,  and  know'st  I  do  not  stray 
From  thy  desire ;  and  know'st  what  is  not  said." 

On  the  fourth  rampart  we  had  now  arrived : 
We  turned,  and  on  the  left-hand  side  went  down 
Deep  in  the  narrow  perforated  trench, 
And  the  good  master  still  upon  his  hip 

1  In  Dante's  Hum:  :ini1  ihmvi  tu  !.r>7°,  IIuti-  utiv  four  little  wells,  nr 
place*  for  the  i>fficiatinK  priests  to  Bland  in,  ronnd  the  central  font  in 
the  liajilisterj  of  St.  .Mm  :il  Fl..rer;(V  ;  iui'1  .in  (irriiriKMtieiit  f..r  tin: 
!>.mie  |Htr|-iM.L  xtill  lAi.-r-  :it  Tlu.'>r  *irvh..il  i..  iirntii't  tin'  ].rti.-1-. 

fr..ni  ifie  er.m-il.  uh<:ii  i<  .1:1-  ii^nul  l".r  :iiliilIti>  t..  1--  l-ii.tizi.l  t'^i  ll  1  1 

tli  it.  .-..in,.  i'hililn-1  '.H  i,-  1 . L.-i v i r  1  [1,  III.'  .k.itvli.  ,:nl  1  fell  into  one 
i>f  these  liclt-a  .mil  gut  weilji.'il  in  it,  w>  11*  to  1h<  in  ilwip'r  of  Miiff..-.iii.iti. 
People  OOllwtod,  Mil  na  the;  wen  wonderinc  whnt  eould  Uo  dime, 
Pant*  arrivwl,  hoiI  with  mi  iv  l>n>ke  i.[*n  I  he  i>law,  and  sated  the 
boj'a  life.  Prelablv  this  was  afterwards  impntcd  if  him  as  an  set  uf 
wanton  sacrilege. 
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Retained  me,  till  he  brought  me  to  the  cleft 
Of  him  who  showed  his  anguish  with  his  legs. 
"  Whoe'er  thou  art,  that  art  turned  upside  down, 

0  wretched  spirit,  like  a  stake  in  earth," 

1  thus  began,  "address  me  if  thou  canst." 

I  stood  as  does  the  friar  to  confess 
The  vile  assassin,  who  when  he  is  fixed, 
Recalls  him,  to  postpone  the  time  of  death.' 
Then  he  cried:  "Art  thou  come,  and  oo  thy  feet 
Art  come,  and  on  thy  feet,  0  Boniface  ? 1 
By  many  years  the  prophecy  has  failed. 
Art  thou  so  quickly  satiate  with  that, 
r'or  which  thou  dulsf  not  fear  to  put  deceit 
On  the  fair  Dame,  and  then  make  waste  of  her?" 

Became  I  upon  this  like  those  who  stand. 
Not  understanding  what  is  said  to  them, 
When  jeered  at,  and  who  know  not  their  reply. 
Virgil  then  said  :  "  Reply  to  hiin  at  once— 
'  I  ain  not  he,  I  am  not  he,  thou  thinkcsl.'  " 
And  1  made  answer,  as  I  was  enjoined  : 
At  which  the  spirit  tossed  about  his  feel. 
And  groaning  and  in  accents  of  complaint 
Me  said  ;  "  What  hast  thou  to  enquire  of  me  ? 
If  to  know  who  I  am,  so  trouhles  thee, 
That  thou  hast  therefore  crossed  upon  this  hank  ; 
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Know  tliat  1  was  with  the  great  robe  invested, 

And  that  I  was  a  son  of  the  She  Bear,'  " 

So  greedy  to  advance  the  She  Bear's  cubs, 

That  on  earth,  wealth,  and  here  myself  I  pouched. 

Beneath  my  head,  the  others  are  extended, 

Who  have  preceded  me  in  simony, 

Buf  hidden  in  the  fissure  of  the  rack. 

Down  thither  likewise  shall  I  drop,  what  time 

He  shall  arrive,  whom  that  thou  wast  I  thought, 

When  I  that  sudden  question  made  to  thee. 

But  for  more  time  I  have  had  seorehed  my  feet, 

And  in  this  posture  thus  remained  reversed, 

Than  he  with  glowing  feet  shall  planted  he  : 

For  after  him  will  come,  of  fouler  deeds. 

From  out  the  West,  a  Pastor  without  law,* 

Such  that  both  him  and  me  he  will  conceal : 

A  second  Jason,'  of  whom  one  may  read 

In  Maccabees ;  and  as  to  him  did  yield 

His  king,  so  France's  ruler  will  to  this." 

I  know  not  if  I  was  too  daring  now, 
When  I  made  answer  to  him  in  this  mood  : 
"Inform  me  how  much  treasure  did  demand 
Our  Saviour  from  St.  Peter  at  the  first 
For  putting  in  his  custody  the  keys  ? 
All  he  besought  of  him  was  r  'Follow  me.' 
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Asked  not  Matthias,  Peter  and  the  rest 
For  goid  or  silver  when  he  was  elected 
To  that  place  which  the  guilty  soul  had  lost. 
Therefore  remain  for  thy  just  punishment, 
And  take  good  care  of  thine  ill-gotten  gold, 
Which  against  Charles'  did  render  thee  so  brave  : 
And  if  it  were  not,  that  forbids  me  still 
My  reverence  towards  the  keys  supreme, 
"Which  thou  didst  hold  in  the  glad  life  above, 
I  should  have  used  words  yet  more  violent ; 
Because  thine  avarice  afllicts  the  world, 
The  good  oppressing,  raising  np  the  bad. 
Shepherds  like  you  beheld  the  Evangelist, 
When  she  that  upon  many  waters  sits, 
Was  seen  by  him  in  harlotry  with  kings ; 
She  who  did  with  the  seven  heads  appear. 
And  had  the  token  of  the  twice  five  horns 
While  virtue  to  her  husband  gave  delight." 
Ye  have  made  gods  of  silver  and  of  gold, 
la  nought  ye  differ  from  idolaters, 
Hut  they  to  one,  ye  to  an  hundred  pray. 
All,  Constantino,  of  what  ills  was  the  cause. 
Not  thy  conversion,  but  the  heritage 
Received  at  thy  hands  by  the  first  rich  Pope ! " 

The  while  T  was  delivering  these  words. 
Whether  by  anger  or  by  eouscience  stirred, 
He  violently  struggled  with  his  feet. 
I  think  that  this  was  pleasing  to  my  guide ; 
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With  looks  contented  the  whole  time  he  heard 
The  sound  of  my  truth-telling  sentences. 
Whereon  he  lifted  me  in  both  his  arms. 
And  after  he  had  raised  nie  to  his  breast, 
Ascended  by  lln-  path  down  which  lie  came: 
Nor  tired  to  have  me  to  himself  close  pressed, 
Until  be  put  me  on  the  crown  of  the  arch 
Which  from  the  fourth  to  the  fifth  bank  is  thr 
He  gently  here  deposited  the  load 
Dear  to  him,  ou  the  steep  and  rugged  roek, 
Which  would  have  been  for  goats  no  easy  paaa 
From  hence  another  foss  came  into  view. 
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THE  DIVINERS  AND  MAGICIANS.- THK  TWISTEl)  H  EAII3. -JUNTO 

!  mi;st  make  verses  on  new  |iuiiisliuie]ils, 
Am!  fiirnisli  matter  fur  the  twentieth  song 
Of  lilt  first  lay,  which  treats  of  the  doivn-sunkcii. 
I  nas  already  standing  all  intent 
To  look  into  the  fresh  discovered  deep 
Which  by  laments  of  agony  was  bathed : 
And  I  saw  people  tlirough  the  circling  loss. 
Weeping,  in  silence  moving  at  the  pace 
OfLitany  processions  in  this  world. 
When  on  them  lower  down  my  vision  fell, 
[n  wondrous  sort  appeared  to  be  transposed 
'Each  from  the  cbin  Ui  where  the  chest  begins, 
For  to  their  backs  their  visages  were  turned  ; 


Some  may  have  been  entirely  (1ms  transformed, 
But  such  I  never  saw,  nor  tliiiik  can  be. 

Reader,  if  God  permits  thee  to  gain  fruit 
Prom  tills  thy  reading,  thou  mayst  well  conceive 
I  could  not  keep  my  face  by  tears  uuwet. 
When,  close  to  me,  such  semblance  of  man's  form 
I  saw  so  twisted,  that  (lit-  weeping  eyes 
At  their  division  bullied  ihe  hinder  purls. 
Truly  I  wept,  supported  by  a  crag 
Of  the  rough  bridge,  in  such  sort  that  my  guide 
Said  to  mc :  "Art  thou  with  the  other  fools  ? 
Here  pity  lives,  when  it  is  wholly  dead. 
Who  caii  show  greater  wickedness  than  be, 
Whose  passion  by  the  will  of  Ood  is  moved  ? 
Lift  up  thy  head,  and  see  the  man  1  for  whom 
The  earth  was  opened  in  the  sight  of  Thebes, 
Wherefore  all  cried  ;  '0  whither  sinkest  thou, 
Ampbiaraus,  why  dost  leave  the  fight?' 
And  ceased  not  rushing  downwards  to  the  deep 
Till  he  reached  Minos,  who  lays  hold  on  all. 
Mart  how  his  breast  is  of  his  shoulders  made ; 
Because  be  wished  to  see  before  too  much, 
He  looks  behind,  and  has  a  backward  gait. 

"Behold  Tircsias,5  who  changed  his  form 
When  from  a  man  a  woman  he  became, 
In  all  his  members  suffering  a  change; 
And  first  he  was  compelled  again  to  touch 

1  AmrhiaiiiuB,  raw  "f  ilu-  mivcil  tinj;s  w!m  lisriejei  Thebes.  Ho 
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Tlie  two  entwining  serpents  with  his  rod, 
liefore  he  could  recover  his  male  plumes. 

"  Tliat  is  Aruns,'  with  back  towards  him  turned. 
Who  in  the  hills  of  Luni  (where  do  till 
The  Carrarese,  who  have  their  homes  below), 
Midst  the  white  marble  rocks  a  cavern  had 
For  his  abode;  from  whence  to  gaze  ou  stars  " 
And  sea,  uninterrupted  was  the  view. 
And  she  that  has  her  bosom  covered  over. 
Which  thou  canst  not  see,  by  her  flowing  hair, 
And  has  her  tresses  growing  on  that  side. 
Was  Mnnto/  who  through  many  lands  had  searched, 
Before  she  iked  her  seat  where  I  was  born; 
Of  which  I  would  that  thou  sliouldst  something  hear. 

"  After  her  father  had  from  life  departed. 
And  when  the  town  of  Bacchus  was  enslaved, 
She  for  a  long  time  wandered  through  the  world.  " 
High  in  fair  Italy  there  lies  a  lake 
Beneath  the  mountains  which  lock  in  Almain, 
Above  the  Tyrol ;  and  is  called  Benaeo ; 
I  think  that  in  a  thousand  streams  is  washed 
I'cnnino,  'twist  Camonica  and  Oarda, 
By  waters  nl'tciwanls  ssiilicivil  1:1  ibat  lake. 
There  is  a  place  in  midst,  where  the  Treutine 
Bishop,  and  they  of  Brescia  and  Verona 
Might  stand  to  bless,  if  on  that  n  ay  they  went. 
Pcscluera  stands,  a  fortress  strong  and  fair, 

3  Ani™  iu  n  Tuimiii  KaOuajBr.    Loan,  Phnrn.  i.  SM. 
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To  check  the  Bresaiuu  iind  Bcrgamese, 

At  that  part  where  the  shore  is  the  least  steep  j 

Here,  of  necessity  all  that  Hows  over 

Which  can  no  more  lie  in  Bennco's  lap; 

And  now  a  river  is  through  pastures  green. 

Soon  aa  the  water  gains  a  head  to  run, 

No  more  Benaco,  it  is  Mincio  culled 

Down  to  Governo,  where  it  meets  the  Po. 

Not  long  its  course  is,  ere  it  tiuds  a  plain 

Where  it  extends,  and  forms  of  it  a  marsh,  " 

And  becomes  jiestUent  in  summer  time. 

The  savage  virgin  wandering  by  this  place. 

Noted  the  land  surrounded  by  the  feu 

As  void  of  culture  and  inhabitants : 

There  to  escape  the  company  of  men 

She  with  her  servants  stayed,  to  work  her  art. 

And  lived  there,  and  there  left  her  body  dead. 

The  people,  thinly  spread  round,  afterwards 

Together  drew  in  this  place,  which  was  strong 

By  reason  of  the  marsh  on  every  aide.  " 

They  built  a  city  over  her  dead  bones, 

And  after  her,  who  did  the  place  erst  tlx. 

They  called  it  Mantua,  without  other  lot. 

Its  population  was  one  time  more  thick, 

Before  the  foolishness  of  Casalodi,1 

From  Pinamontu  had  endured  deceit. 

And  thus  I  warn  thee,  that  if  eJer  thou  nearest 

The  origin  of  my  town  differently. 

No  falseliood  may  deceive  thee  in  the  truth." 

Then  I  said :  "  0  my  Master,  thy  discourse  ""' 
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That  others  with  mi;  as  i[uenchcd  brands  will  be. 

But  tell  me  of  the  people  us  they  pass, 

If  thou  secst.  any  otic  deserving  not,:; 

For  only  upon  lliis  my  mini!  is  bent." 

Thou  said  he  io  me :  "  lie  that  from  his  cheek 

Lets  fall  lus  bean!  upon  Ills  shoulders  brown, 

Was  (what  time  G  reeee  was  emptied  of  if  s  males, 

So  that  none  hardly  in  their  cradles  stayed,) 

Au  augur,  and  with  C;dchns  cbose  the  time, 

At  Aulis  to  dissever  the  first  rope : 

His  name  Eurypylus,'  and  of  this  sings 

In  one  part  of  it  my  high  Tragedy ; 

Thou  know'st  it  well,  for  thou  dost  know  the  whole. 

"That  other  one,  so  snare  about  the  Hanks, 
Wns  .Mieli:ii-1  Scot!/  who  in  all  verity 
Knew  well  the  art  of  the  magician's  frauds. 
See  Guido  Bonatti ;  Asdcnte  see, 
Who,  that  he  had  to  leather  stuck  and  thread, 
Ere  now  has  wished,  too  late  in  his  remorse. 
Hehold  those  wretches,  who  the  needle  left, 
And  spool  and  spindle,  to  turu  sorceress, 
And  work  their  charms  with  herbs  and  images. 
But  conic  thou  now ;  already  skirls  the  bounds 
Of  the  two  hemispheres,  and  meets  the  sea 
Underneath  SrviuY,  wiih  his  fuatfots,  Cain;" 
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And  the  moon  yester  cveii  was  at  full : 
Thou  must,  remember,  she  assisted  thee 
Before  in  the  recesses  of  the  wood." 

So  speaking,  at  the  same-  time  we  advanced. 
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Piioh  one  bridge  to  the  other,  thus  in  talk 
Of  which  my  Comedy  cares  not  to  sing, 
We  came,  and  stood  upon  its  summit,  where 
Paused  we  to  look  into  the  other  cleft 
Of  Malcholgc,  and  more  vain  laments: 
And  I  saw  it  was  marvellously  dark. 

And  as  in  the  Venetian  arsenal 
In  winter  season,  boils  the  sticky  pitch, 


One  all  his  ship  ri'sicws,  aiiiilbcr  caulks 

The  sides  of  one  that  hits  made  many  a  voyage  : 
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Some  hammer  at  the  prow  and  some  the  poop; 
Others  shape  oars,  and  others  twist  the  shrouds, 
Or  renovate  the  main  and  lesser  sail. 
So  not  by  means  of  fire  but  by  art  divine, 
lioiled  in  this  depth  a  viseous  bitumen, 
Which  clung  around  tenacious  to  the  sides. 
It  I  could  see,  but  nothing  in  it  saw 
Saving  the  bubbles,  which  the  boiling  raised, 
As  swelled  they  each,  and  then  collapsing  sank. 

While  I  in  wonder  fixed  was  looking  down, 
My  pilule,  exclaiming:  "  Have  a  care,  take  lnvd  [" 
Polled  mc  towards  himself,  from  where  I  stood. 
Then  I  turned  round,  as  does  a  man  who  waits 
To  see  a  thing,  from  which  be  ought  to  fly,  ' 
But  whom  a  sudden  terror  robs  of  nerve, 
So  that  to  look  he  does  not  stop  his  flight. 
Behind  us,  a  black  devil  I  could  see 
Approaching  us  upon  the  rocky  bridge ; 
All  me  !  how  terrible  a  look  he  wore  ! 
And  in  what  cruel  aspect  was  he  seen, 
With  open  wings,  and  swift  upon  his  feet ! 
His  shoulders,  which  were  angular  and  high, 
A  sinner  by  the  haunches  did  support, 
Whom  by  the  sinews  of  the  legs  he  grasped. 
He  cried ;  "  0  Malebranche  of  our  bridge. 
Behold  one  of  the  ancients  of  Saint  Zita : 1 
Drag  him  below,  for  I  again  return 
To  that  land,  which  is  well  stocked  with  the  like ; 
Except  Bonturo,'  all  men  there  arc  cheats; 
For  money  No  is  made  to  turn  to  Yea." 
Beneath  he  flung  him,  and  by  the  rough  bridge 
Returned,  nor  ever  was  a  mastiff  loosed 

1  One  (if  ttie  stiiattm  u!  Lima,  on  thi-  !Wlii,.,  uIh  m  S:iini  Tita 
still  venerated. 
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More  sw  ii'i  in  I  lie  pursuing  of  a  thief. 

The  otlier  plunged,  and  came  up  all  defiled ; 

Whereon  tlie  fiends,  who  were  beneath  the  bridge, 

Cried :  "  This  is  no  place  for  the  Holy  Face,* 

Nor  canst  thou  swim  as  in  the  Scrchio. 

And  therefore  unless  thou  our  hooks  wouldst  feci,  ™ 

Take  care  thou  dost  not  rise  above  the  pitch." 

And  then  they  seined  him  with  an  hundred  forks ; 

Saying :  "  In  covert  thou  must  range  about, 

And  if  thou  canst,  mayst  plunder  secretly." 

Not  otherwise  a  cook  his  servitors 

Makes  in  the  middle  of  the  pot  force  down 

The  meat  with  flesh-hooks  that  it  may  not  float. 

Then  the  good  Master  r  "  Lest  it  should  he  seen 
That  thou  art  here,"  he  said,  "  now  sit  low  down 
Behind  a  crag,  that  may  some  shelter  give : 
And  for  offence,  which  may  be  done  U>  me, 
Fear  not,  to  me  it  is  a  thing  well  known ; 
The  otlier  time,  I  met  with  some  such  strife." 

Advanced  he  then  beyond  the  bridge's  crown, 
And  when  lie  was  arrived  on  the  sixth  hank 
Need  was  for  him  to  keep  a  daring  front. 
With  such  a  fury,  and  in  such  a  storm, 
As  when  doip  inn  ii|inii  a  hi-Lrgar  rush, 
Who  sudden  asks  for  alms,  where  he  makes  halt, 
Issued  tlioy  forth  from  underneath  (lie  bridge,  :" 
And  turned  against  him  all  their  crooked  pikes. 
But  he  cried  to  (hem  :  "  None  of  ye  he  rash  ; 
Before  your  pitch-fork  wi/cs  hold  on  me, 
Let  one  of  ye  come  forward,  and  give  ear, 

'  A  MiOimU'il  ctli.;y  T  Iln-  Kavi.iur  ii.  ■  1  ■ .--  ,-:itln-.]i;il  nl  Liicm,  "By 
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Aiui  thi:n  let  liiiu  of  hooking  me  debate." 
Thej  nil  cried  out :  "  0  Mnlacoda,  go !" 
Olio  then  stood  forth,  tin-  others  kept  their  ground, 
And  came  to  liim,  and  said :  "  What  hoots  it  thee 

"  Dost  think,  0  Mid.ituilii,  ihou  «.>i;ld;t  see  tnc 
Hither  arrived,"  my  Master  said  to  him, 
"  Tims  far  protected  from  all  your  attacks, 
Without  the  Will  Divine,  and  favouring  fate  ? 
Let  me  proceed ;  in  heaven  it  is  willed 
That  1  should  show  another  this  wild  way." 

Thereon  his  fury  was  so  much  subdued. 
That  at  his  feel  he  let  his  hook  fall  down. 
And  to  the  rest  cried  :  "  He  must  not  be  struck." 
Then  said  my  guide  to  me  :  "0  thou  that  sittest 
Crouching  among  the  rocks  upon  the  bridge, 
Securely  thou  mayst  tome  to  me  again." 

On  this  I  moved  and  quickly  came  to  him  ; 
And  all  the  devils  threw  themselves  in  front, 
Ho  that  I  feared  they  would  not  keep  their  word. 
And  thus  I  once  the  soldiers  saw,  in  fear. 
Who  under  treaty  fnmi  (.'aprona'  marched, 
finding  themselves  among  such  deadly  foes. 
With  all  my  body,  I  myself  drew  close 
Beside  my  Master,  and  turned  not  mine  eyes 
From  oil' 'their  faces,  which  were  nowise  good. 
Their  hooks  they  lowered,  and :  "  Shall  I  prick  him,"  ™ 
One  to  the  other  said,  "  upon  the  haunch  ?" 
And  answered  :  "  Aye,  contrive  to  tackle  him." 

'  C*proM,  a  Plsun  ttronghok!  upon  the  Aran,  »m  in  1230  beaErgoI 
sui.l  taktn  l-v  Uio  mtn  ...C  l-p-lli.-r  «ilh  (lii!  ..Ilur  Uiirlfc  -f 
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b"l urcn Line  forces. 
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But  tbeu  the  demon,  who  had  held  discourse 

Willi  uiv  conductor,  qnirUv  flew  to  us, 

And  snid;  "Be  still,  be  still,  Sea  rndgl  lone !" 

Then  snid  to  us  :  "  To  pass  along  on  this 

Bridie  is  not  possible;  because  is  laid 

Below  in  ruins  nil  (lie  sixth  arch  fhruwn  : 

And  if  oil  further  progress  ye  are  bent, 

Ye  must  advance  upon  fills  ridge  of  roek,  "° 

Another  bridge  is  near  which  gives  a  way ; 

Five  hum's  laler  than  it  is  now,  yesterday, 

One  thousand,  hundreds  hv»,  and  sixty-six 

Years  had  elapsed,  since  there  the  way  was  broken.' 

Some  of  my  troop  towards  that  part  I  send 

To  watch  lest  any  of  ihem  respite  hike: 

Go  with  tliein,  for  they  will  not  do  ye  harm. 

Come  forward,  Aliehiun,  Oil  [.-ablins," 

He  then  called  out,  "and  thou  Cagnazzo  (no, 

And  Barban'ccia  to  lead  the  ten;  m 

Let  Lihieoeto  go  too,  Dragliina/.zo, 

The  tusked  (Jiriatto,  (irafliacane, 

With  Farfarello,  and  mad  Rubicantc. 

Search  all  around  the  boiling  bitumen ; 

Be  these  protected  to  the  other  bridge 

Which  all  unbroken  leads  across,  the  pits." 

"  Ah  me !  0  Master,  what  is  this  I  see," 
I  said,  "  0  let  us  without  escort  go, 
Thou  know'st  the  way,  I  ask  it  not  for  me. 
If  thou  art  as  observant  as  thy  wont, 
Host  thou  not  notice,  how  they  grind  their  teeth, 
And  how  they  threaten  with  their  eyebrows  harm?" 
Then  he  to  me :  "  T  would  not  have  thee  fear ; 

"  Tiint  k.  Iij  lie-  wa-lliijiiiii.!.'  ill  tile  uintli  Imur  u|h,u  llic  ik'atti  «l 
<'lil  i-l  :  iinil  wl.lilijj  :U  i«ir  Smi-iii'-  ate  Jit  (In  I'ni.'iri.ii.ml  Hi  I'Jliti, 

till-  lailll,  tlicvi-ar  ..f  BanUr'f  ilfwlil  ;  "Ink-  <i  t  I'Viday  is  imli.'aUil 
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Upon  the  rampart,  to  the  left  we  turned ; 
Not  before  each  out;  had  his  tongue  compressed 
ISeMvcei)  liis  tedh,  In  signal  lo  their  chief : 
And  lie  the  trumpet,  sounded  from  his  rcitr. 


CANTO  XXII. 


THR  TRAFFICKED  <»jNTI MIKO.-THE   Hfl HUES E. -TEE  GAME 
WITH  THE  DEMONS. 

I  have  seen  cavalry  move  in  the  fluid. 
Engage  in  battle,  and  display  tlieir  force. 
And  I  have  sometimes  seen  them  in  retreat; 
I  have  seen  skirmishers  in  your  domain, 

0  Arctincs;  and  foragers  seen  rove; 

Seen  tournaments  fought,  and  seen  I  il  tings  run, 

Either  at  sound  of  trumpet,  or  of  bells,' 

By  drums,  or  signallings  from  fortress  made, 

With  things  both  national  and  outlandish ; 

li lit  never  to  such  slraiigc  wind  instrument,  '* 

Have  I  seen  moving  cavalry  or  foot, 

Nor  ships  b;  beacons  <m  the  land,  or  stars. 

With  the  ten  Demons  we  together  went; 
Ah  !  dreadful  company  !  but — "In  a  church 
With  saints,  with  gluttons  in  an  eating-house." 
All  my  attention  on  the  pitch  was  bent, 
To  note  the  whole  appearance  of  that  deep, 

1  A  tower  upon  wbwln  KcompuM  itie  Ftmntfw  nnd  other  torn 
tn  Hie  field,  ntiil  ft" in  il  -^iiiiI-  Mvri-  tin-ii  l.y  >i  li.ll.     The  1*11 
wiuurti-il  f.ir  .-in-   ltli  |>ivviiras  |.'  mi  tl[*diliijll. 


And  of  thu  people  who  willlin  it  burned. 
Like  to  the  dolphin*,  when  I  liny  give  ii  sign 
To  sailors  by  the  bowing  of  their  bucks. 
To  make  them  ready,  to  preserve  their  sbip; 
So  here,  his  torture  to  alleviate, 
One  of  the  sinners  would  expose  his  back, 
Then  quick  ns  lightning,  draw  it  in  again. 
And  as  along  the  edge  of  a  wet  ditch, 
With  their  mouths  only  seen  the  frogs  abide, 
Concealing  thus  their  bodies  and  their  limbs, 
So  were  the  sinners  posted  :ill  around  ; 
But  soon  as  Barbariccia  drew  near. 
So  they  retreated  under  the  hot  flood. 

I  saw  (mj  heart  vet  trembles  at  the  thought) 

That  one  frog  stays,  when  Ii  the  rest  have  fled  : 

And  (jralTiaeane",  who  was  nearest  to  him, 

Uphookcd  him  by  his  pitch-entangled  hair, 

And  dragged  him  out,  he  like  an  otter  looking. 

Already  was  I  of  their  names  aware, 

For  T  had  marked  them,  when  they  were  picked  out, 

And  then  had  heard  how  I  hey  each  other  called. 

"  O  liubieante,  manage  thou  to  lay 

Thy  claws  upon  his  back,  and  tear  his  hide!" 

Then  I :  "  O  Master,  if  thou  canst,  contrive 
To  learn  who  may  be  this  unfortunate. 
Delivered  to  his  adversaries'  hands." 
My  Master  then  approaching  to  his  side. 
Asked  whence  he  was;  on  which  he  made  reply  ; 
"I  in  the  kingdom  of  Navarre  was  born, 
My  mother  made  me  servant  to  a  lord. 
She  that  had  borne  me  to  a  worthless  one, 
Destroyer  of  himself  and  his  affairs. 


The  good  king  Tluluull  '  afterwards  I  served  : 

Here  I  betook  me  to  ill  trafficking, 

Kenson  for  which  I  render  in  this  hunt  '." 

And  Ciriatto,  from  whose  mouth  there  grew, 

Like  to  :i  boar's,  on  either  side  a  tusk. 

Caused  him  to  feel  how  one  of  them  could  rip. 

The  mouse  had  fallen  :iiiioriir  cruel  cats: 

lint  BarbiinVcia  look  liim  in  liis  grasp, 

And  said:  "  While  I  transfix  him,  all  stand  back;"  * 

And  tu  my  Master,  turning  then  his  face, 

He  said :  "  Ask  f'nrllier,  if  thou  wishest  more 

To  know,  ere  by  the  others  lie  is  torn." 

My  guide  then  :  "  Of  the  other  guilty  ones 
Knoweat  thou  any,  that  Italians  are, 
Beneath  the  pitch  I"'    Then  he  :  "  I  have  hroke  off 
Newly  from  one  a  neighbour  of  that,  land  : 
Would  that  I  were  again  with  him  enclosed. 
And  then  nor  hook  nor  talon  should  I  fear." 


Turned  round  upon  them,  with  a  frowning  1 

Soon  as  they  were  a  little  pacified. 
Of  him,  who  vet  was  gazing  on  liis  wound, 
My  leader  question  made  without  delay : 
"  Who  was  the  one  from  whom  such  hapless 
Thou  say'st  thou  hast  taken  on  the  shore  to  e 
And  he  made  answer:  "It.  was  Era  Gomita 


11!> 


He  of  Galium,  vessel  of  nil  fraud ; 

Hi-  in  hts  power  luul  his  muster's  foes. 

And  so,  that  they  :ill  praised  him,  treated  them  : 

Money  he;  took,  and  left,  them  at  their  ease, 

As  they  besought  him,  and  in  other  tilings 

Frequents  w  ith  him,  the  Lord  Michel  Zanclir' 

Of  Logodoro  ;  converse  of  Sardinia 

To  hold,  their  tongues  are  never  wearying. 

Ah  me !  look  on  that  other  how  he  grins  : 

More  would  I  tell,  but  am  in  fear  that  he 

Makes  himself  ready  to  elaw  oil'  my  skin." 

Their  officer  to  Farfarello  turned, 

Who  rolled  iiis  eves  as  if  about  to  strike, 

And  said  :  "On  one  side  stand,  thou  wicked  bird." 

"  If  jc  have  any  wish  to  sec  or  hear," 
Close  by  began  again  thai  frightened  soul, 
"Tuscans  or  Lombards,  [  will  make  tlicm  come, 
lint  let  tin'  ,\lal(liralirlii;  -land  aside. 
That  of  their  vengeance  lliey  may  have  no  fear  : 
And  I  remaining  in  tills  self-same  place, 
For  one  that,  I  am,  will  make  se.yen  come, 
When  I  shall  whistle  as  our  custom  is, 
To  make  the  others  any  time  come  out." 
I  pnn  these  words  C;igna/./o  raised  bis  face, 
Wagging  liis  head  j  and  said  :  "  His  mischief  note, 
He  has  a  project  to  leap  in  below." 
The  other  then,  abundant  in  device, 
Answered  :  "  1  am  indeed  on  mischief  bent, 
Since  1  cause  greater  suffering  to  my  friends." 
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Alicliin  could  not  liolil  himself,  and  'gainst 
Tin;  "f  liers,  said  to  liiin  ;  "  If  tlion  descend, 
I  shall  not  after  thee  ivitli  running  come. 
But  I  shall  wave  my  wings  above  the  pitch  : 
Leave  him  the  top,  and  he  the  bank  between. 

Now,  Reader,  thou  shiilt  hear  of  a  new  sport,. 
Each  from  the  other  side  his  eyes  withdrew, 
He  first,  that  was  least  keen  in  the  affair. 
Tin;  i\;iviirri'.<f  selected  well  his  time, 
Pressed  Ui  the  earth  his  feet,  anil  in  a  trice 
Leaped,  and  from  their  proposal  thus  escaped: 
At  this  they  all  immediately  grew  mad. 
Hut  most  he  that  was  cause  of  the  mischance. 
Forward  he  sprang,  exclaiming  :  "  You  are  caught ! 
\imuht  It  availed,  for  with  hi~  terror  wings 
Could  not  keep  puce,  nnd  lie  e-enped  below; 
The  other,  dying,  upwards  turned  his  breast : 
Not  otherwise  than  when  a  duck  at  once, 
As  nears  the  falcon  to  her,  dives  beneath, 
U  hile  lie  ilies       defeated  and  provoked. 

Then  Calcabrina,  at  the  cheat  enraged, 
Followed  behind  him  Hying,  nnd  well  pleased 
He  should  escape,  that  there  might  be  a  brawl. 
And  when  the  trafficker  had  disappeared, 
I  )n  his  companion  he  his  talons  turned. 
And  was  engaged  with  him  above  the  foss. 

Fell  in  the  middle  of  (lie  bulling  pool. 
The  heat  was  a  most  sudden  separator, 
But  it  was  vain  for  tliem  to  try  to  rise, 
Their  wings  were  so  embarrassed  by  the  pitch. 
Then  liarliaricehi  pitying,  and  the  rest, 


Caused  fly  four  of  them,  to  the  other  side. 
With  a!)  their  grapples,  and  immediately 
Each  from  Ins  p] ;ir-i-  dqiani'd  to  that  gaol. 
They  stretched  their  hooks  out  to  the  entangled 
That  were  already  scalded  through  the  skin ; 
And  m  we  left  them  in  this  wise  embroiled. 


CANTO  XXIII. 


L' :  J  li:0"J  c- 


And  as  one  &KICJP  f 
So  of  this  one,  thei 


Tims  thought  I  to  myself 
Are  made  ridiculous,  with 
In  suoh  wise,  as  I  think  r 


Already  I  felt  bristling  all  my  akiu 
With  fear,  and  listening  1  backward  hung; 
And  I  said  :  "  Master,  unless  thou  conceal 
Quickly  thyself  and  me,  I  hold  in  fear 
The  Malebranche-;  they  are  vet  behind, 
And  I  imagine  that  I  feel  them  now." 
Then  he :  "  If  I  were  made  of  silvered  glass, 
Thine  outward  image  couh!  not  be  conveyed 
Sooner  to  me,  than  'the  within  I  we. 
E'en  now  niili  mini!  thy  incdilalions  mis 
With  the  same  action,  and  the  same  design, 
So  that  between  us  twain  they  make  one  will. 
If  it  he  true,  that  here  tin:  right  bank  slopes'. 
So  that  upon  the  other  rampart  we  can  climb, 
We  shall  escape  from  their  imagined  chase." 

He  had  not  finished  giving  tins  advice, 
When  I  perceived  t.heai  coming  with  spread  wings. 
Not  far  from  lis,  on  seizing  us  intent. 
My  lender  suddenly  laid  hold  on  me, 
Like  to  a  mother,  wakened  by  the  sound, 
"Who  seeing  close  to  her  the  burning  flames, 
Snatches  her  boy  up,  tliesj,  and  dues  not.  stay, 
Having  for  him  more  care  than  for  herself, 
Even  so  long  as  to  put  on  a  dress. 
From  oif  the  summit  of  the  rugged  bank 
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Face  upwards  lie  slid  down  on  the  steep  rock 
Which  on  one  side  the  other  fuss  includes. 
Courses  so  swift  no  water  through  the  trough 
To  (urn  tile  wheel  round,  of  an  upland  mill. 
Near  to  the  iSoiit-liunrds  w lien  it  makes  approach, 
As  did  my  Muster  down  aloni;.  that  bank, 
Bearing  me  witli  him,  pi  need  upon  his  breast, 
More  like  unto  his  son  than  his  companion. 
His  feet  were  hardly  rested  on  the  ground 
At  bottom,  when  upon  the  top  they  came 
Above  us :  but  this  caused  him  no  alarm, 
For  the  high  Providence  which  has  decreed 
In  the  fifth  foss  to  place  them  ministers, 
Has  stripped  them  of  all  power  to  go  thence. 

Down  there  we  found  ;i  people  painted  o'er, 
\\  ho  with  nuisl  tardy  step*  were  paeitijr  round, 
Weeping,  and  seeming  overcome  and  weary.  " 
'  Mantles  they  wore  with  hoods  descending  low 
Before  their  eyes,  and  cut  in  the  same  shape, 
As  for  the  monks  of  Cologne  they  are  made. 
Upon  the  outside  they  are  gilt  and  shine, 
But  all  within  of  lead,  and  of  such  weight. 
That  by  them  FrederiekV  would  seem  light  as  straw. 
O  weary  mantle  for  eternity  I 
Here  we  a  turn  made  on  the  left  hand  side. 
Together  with  these,  hearing  their  sad  moans; 
But  hy  their  load  fatigued,  this  family 
So  slowly  went,  that  we  were  ever  new  . 
[n  company  al  even  step  we  toolt. 

Whence,  to  my  lender,  I :  "See  that  thou  find 
Some  one  renowned  or  by  his  name  or  deeds ; 

;  It  was  a  rnnihlsmnnt  ,.f  l-'ir.liri,  k  iri.1  In  HLnte  critiiinals  m 
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And  as  thou  goest,  throw  thine  eyes  around." 
Thou  one  who  understood  the  Tuscan  toiigm: 
After  ns  called  out:  "Stay  awhile  jour  feet, 
Ye  that  are  speeding  Mmnigli  the  dusky  air : 
Perchance  ye  may  from  me  gain,  what  ye  seek." 
Then  turned  my  leader  round,  and  he  said:  "  Wait;  " 
And  then  proceed  observant  of  his  pace." 

I  stayed,  and  1  saw  two  who  allowed  great  wish 
Of  mind  to  join  me,  in  their  countenances; 
Cut  hindered  them  the  load,  and  narrow  way. 
When  they  came  up  with  us,  with  eyes  askance 
Oil  me  tbey  looked,  but  never  said  a  word ; 
Then  they  turned  round,  and  with  eacli  other  spoke  : 
"One  seems  alive  by  the  action  of  his  throat; 
And  if  they  arc  dead,  by  what  privilege 
Go  they  uncovered  by  the  heavy  stole?  "  " 
To  me  then  :  "Tuscan,  who  to  this  assemblage 
Of  the  sad  hypocrites  art  now  arrived, 
Disdain  not  to  inform  us  who  thou  art." 
And  1  to  them :  "  Horn  was  I  and  grew  up 
In  the  great  city  on  fair  Arno's  stream, 
And  in  the  body  am,  which  aye  I  bad. 
But  who  ore  ye,  to  whom  distils  so  much. 
As  I  perceive,  of  anguish  down  your  checks ; 
What  is  your  pain  to  cause  this  glistening  P  " 
And  one  replied  to  me:  "  These  yellow  cloaks 
Arc  made  of  lead,  so  heavy  that  their  weight 
The  balances  in  this  way  makes  to  groan. 
We,  Joyous  Friars'  were,  and  liologriese; 

J  This  was  a  units  i;  ik  t  i-i  vi.-l  v  L'i  vi-N  [<j  tin:  Br  llitT"  i-f  the  Military  Dpl.-v 
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(  CafulaDo,  Loderingo  he, 
Ely  name;  together  chosen  by  thy  ]«id. 
Where  thej  are  wont  to  choose  a  single  man 
Their  quiet  to  preserve;  and  such  were  we 
As  may  lie  jet  in  the  (iardingo  seen." 

I  then  broke  out:  "  0  Brethren,  your  evil — " 
But  said  no  more,  for  now  thore  met  mine  eves  " 
One  crucified  by  three  stakes  lo  llie  ground. 
When  me  lie  saw,  to  writhe  about  he  fell, 
And  in  his  sighs  was  breathing  through  his  beard: 
Then  Catalano,  who  oh  this  came  up, 
Said  to  me  :  "This  transfixed  one,  whom  thou  secst, 
Counselled  the  Pharisees,  that  it  were  good, 
That  one  man  for  the  people  should  be  slain. 
Naked  lie  is,  and  laid  across  the  path 
As  thou  dost  see,  and  of  need  must  he  feel 
Tin'  wt  iglit  of  each  before  lie  passes  by.  I! 
In  the  like  mode  is  laid  his  fit  Iter-in-law, 
In  this  foss,  and  the  other  counsellors, 
Who  were  the  cause  of  evil  to  the  Jews." 


Virgd  1  could  perceive  uow  wondering ' 
Over  the  man  who  on  the  cross  was  strained, 
So  vilely  outcast  for  eternity: 
Then  to  the  Brother  in  this  wise  he  spoke  : 
■'  Would  it  might  please  thee,  if  allowed,  to  tell 
If  on  the  right  hand,  any  passage  lies, 


By  which  vc  two  may  possibly  go  forth. 
Without  resorting  to  the  angels  black, 
Who  aiiai'  to  aid  imr  L'l'iiii;  fruiti  llieir  fuss." 
lie  answered  :  "  Nearer  than  thou  dost  expect, 
A  rock  at  band  is,  which  from  the  great  round 
Proceeds,  and  bridges  over  the  dread  deeps; 
But  here  is  broken,  and  no  p;iss;ige  gives  : 
Yet  can  ye  clamber  by  the  ruined  mass 

Awhile  my  leader  stood,  with  head  inclined  ; 
Then  said:  "  He  taught  us  most  deceitfully, 
lie  who  the  sinners  upon  lliut  si<ie  books." 
The  Brother  then  :  "I  beard  told  at  Bologna 
The  devil's  many  vices;  with  the  rest 
That  lie  a  liar  is,  and  sire  of  lies." 

On  this  my  guide  villi  rapid  si  rides  advanced, 
Something  disturbed  bj  auger  in  his  face : 
Then  from  these  laden  souls,  1  touk  my  way, 
Following  the  prints  of  those  beloved  feet. 


CANTO  XXIV. 


THE  THIEVES.— THE  SERPENTS.— TUB  BURNING  To  ashes. 

In  that  division  of  (lie  youthful  year 
When  in  Aquarius  cools  his  rays  the  sun. 
Ami  when  the  nights  approach  the  equinox  ; 
What  time  tlie  hoar-frost  copies  on  flu:  ground 
Of  her  white  sister  the  similitude, 
But  short  time  lasts  the  vigour  of  her  pen;' 
The  husbandman,  whose  stores  begin  to  fail, 
iiiscs,  looks  forth,  and  notices  the  plain 
All  whitened;  upon  which  lie  strikes  his  thigh, 
Ileseeks  his  cottage,  up.  anil  down  complains 
Like  a  poor  wretch  who  knows  not  what  to  do : 
Returns  again,  and  all  Ins  hope  resumes, 
Seeing  how  altered  is  t  he  face  of  earth 
In  little  space;  and  taking  up  his  switch, 
Drives  forth  his  cattle  to  their  pasturage. 
E'en  so,  the  Master  made  me  to  despond. 
Perceiving  that  his  face  was  thus  disturbed. 
And  e'en  so  quick,  lie  brought  the  remedy  : 
For  to  the  ruined  bridge  when  we  approached, 
My  guide  turned  to  me  with  that  countenance 
Of  sweetness,  at  the  mountain's  foot  first  seen. 

'  An  it  tluiwK,  Hit  irsi'inlilmici'  nf  llie  li.gu--rnu>t  !■>  Hum-  "sirs  kui 
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His  arms  he  opened,  after  some  resolve 
With  himself  taken,  having  first  surveyed 
The  ruin  well,  and  then  on  me  laid  hold : 
And  like  a  man  who  mirks,  ami  ealculates. 
Providing  for  the  future  ever  seen ; 
In  like  sort,  when  he  raised  me  to  the  crown- 
Of  some  huge  mass,  ainilliei-  stone  he  ehose, 
And  would  say  ;  "On  this  must  thou  next  lay  hold 
But  first  essay,  if  it  will  bear  thy  weight." 

It  was  no  way  for  one  robed  in  a  cloak. 
Tor  hardly  we,  he  tight,  and  I  assisted, 
I'rom  resting  place  to  resting  place  could  mount : 
And  if  it  had  not  been  Mint  on  this  side, 
Than  on  the  other,  shorter  was  the  slope, 
For  liim  I  huow  not,  but  I  must  have  failed. 
But  because  Malebolge  towards  the  mouth 
Of  its  lowest  pit  inclines  continual, 
It  so  affects  the  planning  of  each  foss, 
That  high  one  side  is,  and  the  other  low. 

Finally  we  arrived  upon  the  place, 
From  which  the  last  stone  had  been  broken  off: 
My  breath  was  so  exhausted  in  mj  lungs, 
mien  I  was  up,  that  I  could  do  no  more. 
And  so  immediately  I  sat  me  down. 
"Needful  'tis  now,  that  then  c\ert.  thyself," 
The  Master  said  ;  "  by  lying  upon  down 

No  fame  is  won,  nor  under  coverlets; 
Without  which  he  that  does  Ins  life  consume. 
Leaves  of  himself  on  earth  such  vestiges 
As  smoke  in  air,  or  in  the  water  foam. 
Therefore  arise,  and  vanquish  tins  fatigue 
With  courage,  which  in  every  battle  wins, 
Unless  by  the  gross  body  overcome. 
There  is  a  longer  stair  which  thou  must  climb  : 
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'Tis  not  enough  to  have  escaped  from  these : 

If  tliou  dost  nofe,  apply  it  for  thy  good." 

On  tlus  I  rose,  to  show  myself  supplied 

Better  with  breath  than,  as  I  felt,  I  was; 

And  said :  "  Proceed,  for  I  am  strong  and  bold."  * 

Above  upon  the  rock  we  took  our  way  ; 
It  was  uneven,  narrow,  difficult. 
And  much  more  rugged  than  tlic  former  one. 
Not  to  seem  faint,  I  talked  as  on  I  went ; 
On  which  came  from  the  other  foss  a  voice 
That  was  not  able  to  define  its  words. 
I  know  not  what  it  said,  though  on  the  crown 
I  now  was  of  the  arch,  which  thither  led, 
But  he  who  spoke  appeared  to  anger  moved. 
Downwards  I  turned  my  sight,  but  human  eyes  :° 
Could  not  the  bottom  fathom,  through  the  dark : 
"Wherefore  I :  "  Miisler,  prithee  now  advance 
To  the  next  round;  let  us  the  bank  descend; 
As  hence  I  hear,  but  cannot  understand, 
So  I  look  down,  but  nothing  can  discern." 
"  No  other  answer  I  return,"  he  said, 
"Than  doing  it,  for  a  becoming  suit 
Should  work  its  own  fulfilment,  silently." 

Down  on  the  bridge  we  went,  towards  the  end, 
With  the  eighth  rampart  where  it  is  united,  *° 
And  then  the  hollow  to  me  lay  disclosed  : 
Within  it  I  could  see  a  fearful  swarm1 
Of  serpents,  and  of  such  diversity, 
The  memory  of  it  freezes  yet  my  blood, 
hibya  cannot  in  her  sands  boast  more; 
Though  she  her  land  and  water  serpents,  asps, 

'  Tlnitiilel  from  mi  OphiologiQa]  jsiflHi(B  in  Lnoin.    Phsmlil,  fat. 


INFKRSI). 


Ami  spotted  snakes,  anil  nmphisbcenas  rear  j 
Nor  such  a  terrible  and  monstrous  plague. 
With  Ethiopia  to  boot,  e'er  showed, 
Or  with  the  land  which  lies  on  the  lied  Sea. 

Among  this  cruel,  frightful  multitude, 
People  were  running,  naked,  horror-struck, 
Without  hope  of  escape,  or  heliotrope." 
With  snakes  they  had  their  hands  behind  them  bound ; 
And  passing  through  the  loins  these  hail  the  tail 
And  head,  and  were  in  knots  entwined  in  front. 
Lo!  now  upon  one,  who  was  by  our  side, 
Darted  a  serpent,  on  him  fastening. 
Where  with  the  shoulders  is  the  neck  conjoined. 
Nor  I  nor  0  can  be  more  quickly  writ. 
Than  lie  took  fire,  burned,  and  ashes  all 
Uecame,  in  act  of  falling  to  the  ground. 
And  after  on  the  earth  he  thus  was  strewn, 
The  ashes  gathered  up,  and  of  themselves 
Upon  the  instant,  to  the  same  returned. 

Thus  by  great  sages  it  is  understood 
The  Phmnk  dies,  and  rises  up  again. 
When  it  arrives  at  the  live  hundredth  year. 
During  its  life,  it  eats  not  herb  nor  seed, 
Hut  only  tears  of  incense,  and  amoinum, 
And  its  death-cradle  is  of  nard  and  myrrh. 

Resembling  one,  that  falls  and  knows  not  how. 
Or  by  a  devil  thrown  upon  the  ground. 
Or  other  seizure,  which  may  take  a  man; 
Who  when  he  rises,  gaxes  round  about, 

•  Tlie  heliotrope  or  bloodrtone  ww.  nippMed  U>  reader  Ore  person 
marina  it  i.iv^Ui.    Tiii-  Mini*  intuiu.v.l  W  I!  -laimio  in  the  tnle 
of  CblandriDD.    Dkiuh.  riii,  .1. 
Hmm  Orid,  lletam.  iv.  3Bi. 
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As  all  amazed  at  the  great  agony 

Which  lie  lias  undergone,  and  looking,  sighs : 

So  was  this  sinner,  after  he  was  raised. 

Ah !  how  severe  the  justice  of  the  Lord ; 

That  in  its  vengeance  showers  down  such  blows.  "' 

Questioned  liim  then  my  Leader,  who  lie  was  : 

And  he  replied  :  "  I  fell  from  Tuscany 

Not  long  ago  into  these  cruel  jaws. 

Pleased  me  a  brutish  life,  and  not  a  man's, 

As  'twould  the  mule  I  was ;  I  am  Vanni  Fucci ;  * 

A  beast,  Pistoia  was  my  lifting  den." 

I  to  my  guide:  "Deaire  him  to  remain, 
And  ask  what  crime  has  sunk  him  thus  so  deep, 
For  him  I  knew  a  man  of  blood  and  wrath." 
Tlii'  siimtT  w'hti  IkiiI  lir.inl,  tlispcniblnl  mil, 
But  turned  me  his  attention  and  his  face, 
And  with  a  dreadful  shame  was  overspread  ; 
Then  said  :  "  It  grieves  me  more,  that  me  thou  hast  met 
In  misery,  as  here  thou  seest  me, 
Than  when  I  from  the  other  life  was  torn. 
What  thou  demandest,  cannot  I  refuse : 
So  low  am  I  sent  down,  because  I  was 
The  thief  of  fair  goods  from  the  sacristy. 
Of  which  another  falsely  was  accused. 
But  lest  thou  shouldat  in  seeing  me  exult, 
If  ever  thou  escape  from  this  dark  place ; 
Open  thine  ears  to  my  presage,  and  hear. 
Pistoia  first  will  chase  from  it  the  Blacks  : 
Then  Florence  will  it r=  laws  and  people  change; 
Wars  will  a  vapour  bring  from  Val  di  Magra 
Enveloped  in  a  hurricane  of  clouds 

*  Vanni  Fiicd  van  tlic  lsist.ni I  s..n  uf  pnitleninfl  i)f  PislOlB.  He 
nibbed  tbc  sftcristv  .if  lin-  cntWral.  in  Vi\C,  mi!  fiiisfly  amnned  cno 
Uiimi'i  ■ftli.'  iWfl.    Il«  t<.  hnrc  ben  letter  known  Ui  Dante 
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rhen  from  the  cloud  it  will  buret  suddenly, 
o  that  by  it  shall  every  White  be  struck. 


a  thee,  this  I  tell." 
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THE  THIBTBB  COHTUnJED— CA008- THE  TBAKSPOiDUTIONfi 

The  robber  on  the  ending  of  his  words, 
Raising  on  high  botli  hands  in  act  of  scorn, 
Cried :  "  This  for  thee,  0  God,  for  thee  I  show." 
From  thence  the  seqienta  were  endeared  to  me. 
Tor  round  his  neck  itself  twined  one  of  them, 
As  if  it  said  :  "  I  choose  thou  sayst  no  more  : " 
And  round  liis  arms  another  pinioned  hiin 
Clenching  itself  h>  tightly  in  the  front, 
That  not  the  slightest  movement  could  he  make. 

Alas !  Pistoia  why  dost  not  resolve  " 
To  burn  thyself  to  ashes,  thus  to  end, 
Since  in  ill  deeds  thou  dost  surpass  thy  stock  ! ' 
Through  ail  the  <  n  cie<  urii nutiu ring  of  hell, 
I  saw  no  soul  to  God  so  arrogant,— 
Not  him  who  topped  from  the  walls  of  Thebes. 
He  fled  away,  nor  spoke  another  word : 
And  I  perceived  a  Centaur  full  of  rage 
Come  crying :  "  Where  is,  where  the  stubborn  one  ?  " 
M.'irenmvi,  ii>  I  think,  does  not  contain 

1  The  ferocity  (if  1 1n-  u-.ni  -i  ri«tii!in:i.«i..|iul:irly  attributed  to  their 
nujiljoaed  dcatcnt  from  L'ataJinc't  foltoireiK. 
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So  many  snakes  is  he  had  on  his  back,  "' 
At  that  part  where  the  human  form  begins. 
Above  his  shoulders,  close  behind  the  neck, 
A  dragon  lay  ou  him,  with  open  wings, 
And  every  one  it  meefs  it  sets  a-blaze. 

Said  to  inc  my  instructor  :  "  This  is  Cacus, 
Who  underneath  the  rocks  of  Aventine, 
Would  oftentimes  create  a  lake  of  blood  : 
He  goes  not  with  his  brothers  the  same  road. 
Because  of  the  deceitful  thefts  he  made 
From  the  great  herd,  which  he  had  near  to  him : 
For  which  his  evil  deeds  came  to  an  end 
Under  the  club  of  Hercules,  who  in  sooth 
Gave  lum  a  hundred  blows ;  he  felt  not  ten." 

While  he  was  speaking  thus,  he  passed  away. 
And  underneath  us,  there  came  spirits  three, 
Of  whom  nor  I,  nor  was  my  guide  aware, 
Until  they  shouted  forth  :  "  Who  may  ye  be  ?  " 
And  thereupon  our  conversation  ceased. 
And  we  were  only  upon  tliera  intent. 
I  knew  none  of  them,  but  it  so  occurred. 
As  it  might  happen  accidentally, 
That  one  occasion  had  to  name  another. 
In  saying ;  «  Whore  can  be  Cianfa 1  left  ?  " 
Then  I  my  guide's  attention  to  secure, 
My  linger  laid  between  the  nose  and  cluti. 

Beader,  if  thou  art  slow  to  give-  belief 
To  what  I  now  tell,  'tis  not  marvellous : 
For  I  that  saw  it,  hardly  could  consent. 
Keeping  my  eyebrows  lifted  as  I  looked. 

:  Cinnfii  du'  Dormti,  nf  wliora,  aaof  the  following  persons,  tkc  nuna 
unly  hm  been  prmmd 


Digitized  b/  Google 


A  serpent  having  six  feet,  Hung  itself 

In  front  of  one,  add  close  adhered  to  him  : 

With  its  mid  feet  his  body  it  embraced. 

And  with  the  forward  pair  it  grasped  his  anus, 

Thcti  bit  him  on  the  one  and  other  eheek : 

Tin;  hinder  parts  it  fixed  upon  his  thighs, 

And  introducing  'twist  tin;  I  wo  its  tail, 

It  spread  it  out  upon  bis  loins  behind. 

Ivy  was  never  yet  so  fast  entwined 

Around  a  tree,  ;sm  did  this  horrid  beast 

With  the  other's  members,  interlace  its  own  ; 

They  clove  together  as  if  of  melting  wax 

They  bad  been  made,  and  mingled  all  (heir  forms  : 

And  neither  of  them  as  before  was  seen. 

So  there  creeps  on  before  it  bursts  to  flame, 

Over  a  scroll  of  paper  a  brown  hue, 

Not  wholly  black,  and  the  white  colour  dies. 

The  other  two  looked  on,  and  each  of  them 
Cried  :  "  Ah  me,  Agnolo,"  how  art  thou  changed  ! 
Behold  thou  art  not  cither  one  nor  two." 
Already  had  the  two  heads  one  become, 
When  the  two  visages  were  seen  to  mix 
In  one  face,  in  which  both  of  them  were  lost. 
Of  the  four  pieces,  I  here  became  two  arms ; 
The  thighs  mid  legs,  the  belly  and  the  chest, 
Became  limbs  which  were  never  seen  before. 
The  whole  appcal'iliec  as  at  lirxt  was  gone  ; 
And  the  distorted  figure,  two  not  one 
Seemed,  aud  in  that  shape  went  with  paces  slow. 

Like  as  a  lizunl  under  the  iirrcc  scourge 
Of  the  dog-days,  in  shifting  its  retreat, 
flashes  like  lightning,  if  it  cross  the  path  ; 


'Agnolo  Bnroslluchi- 


C*»TU  xxv. 


INFKKNO. 


So  tliere  appeared  advancing  to  the  front  a 

Of  the  two  otliers,  a  small  burning  snake  ' 

Livid  and  black  as  is  a  peppercorn  : 

And  that  part  by  which  earliest  is  drawn 

Our  aliment,  in  one  of  them  it  pierced, 

Then  fell  down  stretched  before  him  on  the  ground. 

He  that  was  pierced  looked  at  it,  but  said  nought ; 

Then  standing  rigidly  began  to  yawn, 

As  if  by  sleep  or  by  a  fever  seized. 

He  eyed  the  serpent,  and  the  serpent  him  ; 

One  from  his  wound,  the  other  from  the  mouth 

Sent  forth  a  thick  smoke,  and  the  two  smokes  met. 

Let  Lucan 1  now  be  silent,  where  he  treats 
Of  poor  Sabellus  and  Nasidiua,  , 
And  stay  to  listen  to  what  I  shall  tell ; 
Ovid  say  nought  of  Arclhuse  or  Cadmus ; 
If  to  a  fountain  her,  him  to  a  snake 
lie  change  in  poetry,  1  grudge  it  not : 
For  at  no  time,  two  natures  face  to  face 
Has  he  transmuted,  so  that  both  the  forms 
"Were  ready  to  t;xcll;iiigr:  their  mb.stauces. 
llefponded  they  in  such  wise  mutually, 
That  to  a  fork  the  serpent  split  its  tail, 
And  the  pierced  man  together  drew  his  feci. 
Each  with  the  other  of  his  thighs  and  legs 
So  clove  together,  that  the  juncture  soon 
No  token  left  hy  which  it  could  he  traced. 
In  twain  the  tail  divided,  took  the  shape 
Abandoned  there;  and  its  integument 
Turned  supple,  while  the  other's  became  hard. 
Within  the  armholes  I  saw  drawn  the  arms. 
And  the  two  legs  of  the  creature  which  were  small 
Elongated  as  much  as  these  grew  abort. 

1  Ttii<  i*  liiiiT.  in  Cuvnltniitv.  *  Plmrs.  ix.  7^7. 
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Entwined  togetlier  then  the  legs  behind 
Became  the  part,  which  is  bj-  man  concealed, 
And  his  tlie  wretched  one  had  cleft  in  twain. 

Meanwhile  the  smoke  the  one  and  other  clothed 
With  a  new  surface,  generating  hair 
On  this  hand,  on  the  other  making  smooth.  ' 
One  raised  itself,  the  other  fell  to  earth, 
Yet  did  they  not  avert  the  hideous  eyes, 
lleneath  which  each  of  them  changed  visages ; 
He  that  stood  up,  drew  his  towards  the  brow. 
And  of  the  abundant  matter  which  was  there  ' 
The  ears  were  formed  upon  the  naked  jowl : 
That  which  went  not  behind,  hut  was  retained, 
Of  ils  excess  gave  to  the  face  a  nose, 
And  formed  the  lips  as  large  as  it  was  meet : 
The  other  grovelling,  forwards  llirust  the  face, 
Retracting  wiilimsiilr  the  head  the  cars. 
Like  as  a  snail  disposes  of  its  horns : 
And  the  tongue  which  it  had  entire  and  short. 
For  speech  adapted,  split;  and  the  forked  otic 
In  the  other  closed  :  and  there  was  no  more  smoke. 
The  spirit  which  was  now  a  beast  become, 
1 1  is.-iii!r,  betook  to  flight  along  the  foss ; 
The  other  with  ill  words  spat  after  liim, 
Then  turned  on  him  his  new  acquired  back, 
And  to  the  third  said  :  "  I  would  Buoso'  went. 
As  I  have  done  to  crawl  upon  the  path." 

Beheld  I  thus  the  seventh  hollow  deep 
Change  and  rechaugc ;  and  let  mc  here  excuse 
The  novelty,  if  somewhat  roves  my  pen  : 
And  notwithstanding  that  mv  eves  confused 
Were  in  some  measure,  and  my  soul  amazed. 
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TllfriC  could  not  inaki'  ['sciijh',      much  cnuri'ided, 

But  that  I  made  out  Puccio  Sciancato  ; 

Hie  only  one  he  of  the  three  companions 

Who  «t  the  first  came,  that  was  not  transformed  :  ™ 

The  third  vas  he/  whom  mournest  thou,  Gaville. 

i  amnio  CRmloinlr  wm  killed  at  Guville  near  Florenw,  wLicli 
liirm-jif-i  thu  ]-<.-Vt  ii.L.'u  t.ikin  j'jr  Lii  dentil. 
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Ki.om-.NL'E.  rujoiee  ln.'cau-!.-  tlmu  nrt  so  great, 

That  over  sea  ami  land  thy  wings  are  spread, 

And  thy  renown  extended  throughout  Hell. 

Among  the  robbers  I  found  five  of  note 

Thy  citizens,  whence  came  on  me  a  shame, 

And  thou  from  them  great  honour  dost  not  win : 

But  if  towards  the  morning  one  dreams  true, 

Thence  thou  wilt  suffer,  in  a  little  time. 

What  Praia  and  the  rest  desire  for  thee  :' 

If  it  were  done,  it  were  not  done  too  soon ;  " 

So  let  it  be,  since  so  it  is  to  be, 

Older  when  grown,  it  would  oppress  me  more. 

Here  we  departed  :  and  up  by  the  stair 
Which  erst  the  stones  had  lent  for  our  descent, 
Remounted,  leading  mo  with  him,  my  guide ; 
And  following  the  solitary  path 

1  The  other  toiiin  will  n-j™  I"  wo  tin.-  t  iag  mi.-furtunisi  nf 

Florence.  In  Him.,  t!,,  liljd;  :.:,il  Wl.it,.  f:i.-ti,.iis  commenced.  In 
Muj  ISM,  «  wimkn  liriilpt  i.vtr         Arm,  bt"k<'  1W11,  while  it  waa 

....Vir'^l   Vh- L 1 1  ■  ].L'i.|ik'  t..    M,-  ;L   ].Uv    ..f   Hvll    !|tl-l  l-UIII-llts. 

In  June  of  tlii:  Kiuit'  yv:ir;i  mat  tin:  iU'.Iim.i!  iinjn:  th;iij  1  7Hi  Ijuildiups, 
witb  much  pni]«rty  anil  mercluincliw. 


Among  the  rocks  and  fragments  of  the  bridge, 
Without  tilt;  hands  the  feet  no  way  could  make. 
I  was  afflicted,  and  am  heavy  yet, 
'fuming  on  that  which  I  had  seen  my  thoughts, 
My  wishes  reining,  more  than  is  my  wont, 
Lest  they  should  stray,  where  virtue  lcadeth  not  j 
That  if  a  kind  star,  or  some  hetter  thing 
lias  given  me  good,  1  might  not  blast  myself. 

Like  as  the  hind  reposing  on  a  hill, — 
What  season  lit  that  lights  the  universe 
Least  scantly  shows  to  us  his  countenance. 
When  to  the  gnat  the  flv  is  giving  way, — 
Below  him  in  the  valley  sees  fire-flies  ' 
Perchance  where  he  his  vinevnnls  (end.*  and  ploughs 
llesplendcnt  with  as  many  flames  was  all 
The  eighth  compartment  deep,  when  1  conld  see, 
Soon  as  I  came  to  where  the  bottom  showed. 
And  like  as  he  who  with  the  bears  took  vengeance, 
Departing  saw  Elijah's  chariot, 
M  haf  time  the  horses  rose  to  heaven  erect, 
Sn  thai  lie  could  not  follow  with  his  eyes. 
And  could  see  nothing  but  the  flame  alone 
(Iti  high  ii^vinlnig,  like  a  liltle  cloud; 
Prorreding  so  was  each  along  the  gorge 
Of  tliis  foss,  so  that  none  its  prey  disclosed, 
And  every  llame  a  sinner  did  conceal. 

To  look,  on  tiptoe  on  the  bridge  I  stood. 
So  that  unless  a  rock  had  near  me  been, 
Though  never  struck,  I  might  have  fallen  down. 
My  guide  who  saw  that  I  was  so  intent, 
Then  said  :  "The  spirits  are  within  the  flames  : 
Wraps  itself  each,  in  that  by  w  hich  it  burns." 
Answered  I :  "O  my  Master,  hearing  thee 
More  sure  I  am,  already  though  aware 
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That  thus  it  was,  and  so  I  would  have  said  : 
Who  is  in  that  flame  which  divided  cornea 
Above,  wluch  from  the  pyre  seems  to  ascend. 
Where  Etcotles  with  his  brother  lay?"* 
Answer  he  made  ;  "  Within  it  tortured  are 
Diomede  and  Ulysses,  thus  together 
They  run  in  punishment,  as  in  t  heir  wrath  : 
Within  their  flame,  in  anguish  ia  deplored 
The  ambush  of  the  horse,  which  was  the  gate 
Whence  issued  fortli  the  noble  race  of  Home. 
Within  they  mourn  the  arts,  for  which  though  dead 

I  'I- 1  I  [ill    V  ■■■Hp   'I'll  •  . 

And  woe  fur  the  Palladium  is  endured."' 


"  If  possibly  they  can  within  these  flames 
Hold  converse,"  said  I,  "  Waster,  I  beseech. 
And  beg  my  prayer  may  for  a  thousand  count, 
That  thou  wilt  not  deny  me  to  remain 
Until  the  homed  flume  shall  hither  come  : 
See  how  towards  them  in  desire  I  beiiii." 
He  then  to  me  :  "  Worthy  is  thy  request 
Of  highest  praise ;  and  therefore  I  receive  it ; 
But  thou,  endeavour  to  restrain  thy  speech, 
Leave  me  to  speak,  for  well  I  understand 
What  thou  wouldst  have ;  for  they  might  be  averse 
To  thy  speech  haply,  for  that  they  are  Greeks." 

Then  when  the  flame  had  so  far  made  advance 
As  to  my  leader  seemed  fit  time  and  place, 
I  heard  him  in  this  manner  speak  to  it : 


:  The  flames  |iru-.l  m  the  j„int  fumral  riU:  uf  the  hostile  umthera, 
Kt.~«-K-S       I'- kni.--. -*(....:.!-.,  TWI.:uh,  xii.  431. 

J  Tn.v  U-ing  liikt.ii  In-  iihmiii  r.f  ilio  WikmI™  Hume,  -Encna  went 
f..rlli  ami  f  niii.lt.l  ili.un-.— Ai'liilli-  mils  ilis.,.,,,1.,,-,1  l,y  iljo  aiming  uf 
I'liv-f-,  i.ii.l  i-t.ii!l.[,'iI  [i.  j.-.,  t"  Tr,  v,  ]t,ivi]i3  Itciil:imi:i  nt  the  court  of 
livr  Eithtr  Lyivinr.l,-..  ■  T]„-  l'..]|,i.|[mii   »;,„  In   ]  1  i. .[,,.-■, nu-1 


"0  ye,  that  arc  thus  two  within  one  flame, 

If  I  deserved  of  yc,  what  time  1  lived. 

If  I  deserved  of  ye,  or  more  or  less, 

When. id  the  world  I  wrote  the  lofty  verse, 

Remove  not,  but  let  one  of  ye  relate 

Where  by  himself  destroyed  he  sought  his  death." 

The  larger  horn  of  that  flame  ancient 
Uegan  to  flicker,  with  ft  whispering, 
Like  to  a  flame  when  troubled  by  the  wind  : 
And  then  the  summit  moving  to  and  fro. 
As  if  it  were  a  tongue,  that  held  discourse, 
A  voice  sent  forth  from  it  and  said  :  "  What  time 
From  Circe  I  departed,  who  allured 
Me  near  Gaeta  longer  than  a  year* 
Defore  iEneas  gave  to  it  that  iiajne, 
Neither  love  for  my  son,  nor  piety 
To  my  old  father,  nor  the  affection  due 
Which  should  have  happy  made  Pen  clone, 
"Within  could  overcome  the  burning  thirst 
I  bad  to  be  ac([Uiiinfe<l  with  the  world 
Aud  with  the  vice  and  virtue  of  mankind ; 
I!ut  I  put  forth  on  the  deep  open  sea 
Alone  with  one  ship  and  that  company 
Not  numerous,  by  whom  I  was  not  left. 
One  and  the  other  shore  I  saw  by  Spain 
Down  to  Morocco  and  Sardinia's  isle, 
And  all  the  rest  which  that  sea  washes  round. 
I  and  my  company  were  old  and  spent 
When  we  arrived  at  that  contracted  strait 
U  here  Hercules  his  limits  lias  prescribed, 
That  further  onwards  man  should  not  advance. 
Hcville  upon  the  right  hand  I  had  past, 
And  on  the  larboard  I  had  Ceuta  left  i 
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'  Brethren,'  I  said, '  ivho  through  a  hundred  thousand 

Dangers  have  now  attained  unto  the  West, 

In  the  so  brief  a  time  of  wakefulness 

Remaining  to  yon,  of  your  faculties, 

Yc  should  not  choose  the  knowledge  to  refuse, 

Following  the  sun,  of  the  unpeopled  world. 

Consider  of  your  generation  well : 

Ye  were  not  made  as  brute-  to  ppend  jour  lives. 

Hut  excellence  and  knowledge  fo  pursue.'  1 

"So  keen  1  rendered  my  companions 
For  sailing  onward,  by  this  short  address, 
To  hold  them  hack  I  should  have  had  much  toil : 
And  towards  the  morning  turning  our  poop, 
Of  oars  we  made  wings  for  our  unwise  flight, 

The  evening  saw,  and  ours  so  depressed 

If  did  not  rise  from  nut  the  ocean  floor. 

Five  times  rekindled  and  as  many  quenched  1 

The  light  was  of  the  moon,  to  us  below, 

Since  we  had  entered  by  the  lofty  straits. 

When  there  loomed  out  on  us  a  mountain,  dark 

In  the  distance,  and  it  seemed  to  me  so  high 

That  such  another  I  had  never  seen. 

We  were  rejoiced,  but  soon  to  tears  were  turned. 

For  from  the  new  found  land  a  whirlwind  rose, 

And  struck  the  foremost  timbers  of  our  ship : 

With  all  the  water,  thrice  it  spun  us  round, 

The  fourth  time  lifted  up  the  poop  in  air 

And  sank  the  prow,  as  to  Another  pleased, 

Until  at  last  the  sea  closed  over  us." 


CANTO  XXVII. 


Directkd  upwards  was  the  flame,  and  still, 
Saying  no  more,  and  from  us  it  passed  on 
With  thi!  permission  of  the  courteous  bard. 
And  then  another '  which  behind  il  came, 
Forced  mc  towards  its  top  to  turn  mv  eyes, 
By  ft  confused  noise  from  it  issuing. 
As  the  Sicilian  hull/  (that  bellowed  first 
With  the  laments  of  him — and  this  was  just — 
Who  wilh  his  graving  fool  had  fashioned  it ;) 

'  This  faint-  runiainj  liui.l"  '1*  Mtinlifeltro. 
:  The  fnm™ h  lirtji  ii  Siiil    r 1 1 _i. I ■  ■  l._v  IVrilln.t  fir  i'luikris,  tyrant  of 
A^ri-fiiliiMi  in  Sj.'llv,  Lril,.  ulii  'li  tin'  rir-1  i  crn.il  iml  t"  )io  lortunil  «n 
liimwif. 
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Roared  with  the  voice  of  the  tormented  man, 

So  that  withal  that  it  was  made  of  brass, 

It  seemed  as  if  it  were  by  anguish  racked  : 

Thus  from  not  finding  vent  nor  opening 

At  first  from  forth  the  flame,  to  its  own  language 

Converted  were  the  melancholy  words; 

[int.  lifter  they  hud  taken  forth  their  way 

Up  through  tlic  point,  that  motion  giving  it 

Which  on  their  passage  through  it  the  tongue  gave 

We  heard  it  say :  "  0  thou  to  whom  1  send 

Mr  voice,  who  lately  didst  in  Lombard  speak, 


Think  it  not  much  to  stay  to  talk  with  tn< — 
Me,  as  thou  scest,  it  tires  not,  yet  I  bum. 
if  thon  hut  lately  to  this  world  obscure 
Art  fallen  down  frum  that  delicious  laud 
Of  Italy  whence  nl!  my  crime  1  bring, 
Sav  if  Romacna  is  at  peace  or  war ; 
for  1  was  of  the  hills  between  Urlrino 
And  that,  riduv  whenee  tin-  Tihrr  is  unlocked 


Listening  I  stood  attentive,  bending  down, 
When  my  conductor  touched  me  on  the  side, 
And  said  :  "  Speak  thou,  this  an  Italian  is." 
Then  I  who  had  my  answer  all  prepared, 
Without,  dclav  to  speak  to  him  began  : 
"  O  Soul,  that  art  below  ns  thus  concealed. 

Without  war  in  the  bosoinsV  its  chiefs  ! 
But  none  1  left  there  openly  declared. 
Remains  Ravenna  as  these  many  years  ; 
There  doth  the  eagle  of  Polenta  *  brood 

'  JUit.'fultr..  i*  I»>I.»-«mi  I'lliim.  in  li>.|iui|in;i.  .mil  tilt'  soiimiri  uf  the 
Til,.r  iii  A|«.-iinin<w. 

'  Tlic  liraint  i.F  l'.,li>nt;i.  l.'tila  ,,f  RiivriiiiFi  iin.1  C-i-viii.  W  auttiilk' 
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So  us  to  shadow  Cervia  witli  her  w  ings. 

The  town,'  wliicli  has  ere  now  the  long  proof  made. 

Ami  of  the  French  a  sanguinary  heap, 

l'ii ills  itself  under  (lie  srriTii  clinches  still ; 

Vorruccbio's  mastitis  both  the  young  and  old," 

Who  on  Montana  did  destruction  work, 

Where  is  their  wont,  make  weapons  of  their  teeth. 

The  cities  of  Lamone"  and  Santerao, 

The  little  lion  of  the  white  nest  leads, 

Ami  that  H  uliirh  has  its  slrand  liy  Savin  washedf 
As  'twist  the  mountain  and  the  plain  it  lies, 
So  between  tyranny  and  freedom  lives. 
Now  I  beseech  thee  tell  me  who  thou  art. 
Be  not  more  obdurate  than  others  arc, 
So  may  thy  name  exalt  itself  on  earth." 

Soon  as  the  flame  had  rustled  for  awhile. 
After  its  mode,  the  pointed  summit  waved 
Backwards  and  forwards,  and  in  this  wise  spoke  :  " 
"  If  I  believed  tlwt  my  reply  were  made 
To  one  that  would  unto  the  world  return 
With  no  more  motion  would  this  flame  remain  : 
Bnt  whereas  never  more  from  this  abyss 
Returns  there  any,  if  T  know  the  truth, 

in  tllt'tr  arms.  Fran.-,  ■■■'a  nf  Itin.ilii  «:n  M  ihi*  U.-n-f.  an.!  11  it  lv- 
li.iiiiiii  Uniil..,  .V.iVull.i  ,\a  I'i'ltiir.-i,  l>:nitv"i-  l.i-t  ami  l-r.-l  Jritrni  in  evW. 

1  Porli,  (if  s-liiflh  liuiilrj  I.mvI,  bti.h  uml.  r  sir!;.'  tV,r  iircirly  n  year 
lii-  n  <Jui;lf  f-H'W  I  i  uWk  lli!  i-'T"1  -Mnrliii  III,  o.ntribiihul  n  lmml*r 
,.f  l-'ivinrh  tr<».]>n.  Tin-  sin;.,  i.a.  rai-ail  Iiy  linM.i  uilli  in-al  sliinatil-i 
in  1^5*2.  Ill  1211'!  liuiJ...  Iiv.\iinv  a  I'.'nMitT  it  l.'miii-iA-au  trim',  nu<l 
K.itli  j;i"..il  int"  ill.'  |.upr  ..f  f 1hl  Onii'luri],  nhn  Ism  1  BlTttn  Hun. 

'■  .\!iilati-i-i.i  ;ii|il  1,1-  m.il,  L,.|.i :  i.f  Kimiiii,  wli  i-.-  j-i-lk-  nn^  nl  ViTruc- 
i'IiIm  iIL:,r  lliiniiii.  Tl.iy  «nv  liui'll'-.  ami  .M..aLi!;na  il,.i  I'aivitat!, 
a  lliiil..|irii.-  Ii':i'lcr,  ua-.  inn i'Ur.-il  liv  llu-in  in  prison. 

'  Maiaanln  i'a^.llii.  'vh.'  ;.-.]■-■  .1  II. .n  n;i  a  j i i T^- ■  li.'lrt,  jind  wili  i>y 
liirni  WIT  aii.t  (iiiiin'liiif,  "a-  Imil  i.f  Faeniri  ii|.i-n  the  rirer  Ijilnonf, 
nnd  of  Win  nn  tie  Snntemn. 

s  Ccsenn  on  tin'  Savin,  jiwlini....  niSi-il  l.y  iL-mm  ritiwnn.  rjwtimes 
hy  tjmnW. 


US  INFH&NO,  cabto  xxvn 

1  answer  thee  without  the  fear  of  shame. 
A  man  of  arms  1  was,  then  a  Cordelier, 
Thinking  if  girdled  thus  (o  make  amends  : 
And  certainly  my  thought  had  been  fulfilled, 
Hut  for  the  Prelate  great,  whom  evil  seize, 
Who  to  my  first  offences  drove  ine  back  ; 
And  how  and  wherefore  1  would  have  thee  hear. 

"  What  time  I  wos  the  form  of  flesh  and  bones 
(iiven  me  by  my  mother,  my  achievements 
Partook  not  of  the  lion  but.  the  fn\. 
The  cunning  policies,  the  hidden  ways, 
1  knew  them  nil  and  practised  so  their  arts 
That,  to  the  world's  end  did  the  fame  resound. 
When  at  that  part  I  found  myself  arrived 
Of  my  career  when  all  men  it  behoves 
To  strike  their  rails  and  gather  in  their  ropes, 
What  before  pleased  mi:  filled  me  with  disgust  : 
And  I  became  confessed  and  penitent, 
Ah  wretched  me  !  and  I  should  have  been  saved. 

"The  leader  of  the  modern  Pharisees,' 
Who  near  the  Uiteran  carries  on  his  wars, 
And  not  with  Saracens  nor  with  the  Jews, 
Whose  evcrv  enemy  a  Christian  was; — 
To  conquer  Acre  staid  not  one  of  them. 
Nor  was  a  merchant  in  (he  Soldan's  land— 
Neilhrr  his  oilier'  hi^h,  nor  holy  vows 
Saw  in  himself,  nor  yet  in  mc  fliat  cord 
Its  wearers  wont  to  make  more  mortified. 
Dut  like  as  Consfautine  1  Sylvester  prayed 

1  Boniface  »th.     Ik'  procUimed  a  «uWi!  ggniiut  the  Colonna 

family— his  jn:i>i.ti:il  isuuuir  ivlmw  ji:i]:ii>i-«  in  ]{<nne  were  near  t)i* 

Lltemi]  -  hut  [i.ni-  lU>-  S li iT  in  inni  lii<<   rvMLr:LLk*  ali'l  l/hji^tiail 

1  l'|-ti  tin'   I  .■■■I'-inn    ,  f  ill,-  il.. nation   of  [tuly  to  Pupe 

Sjlirattr. 
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To  cure  his  leprosy  within  Soraettf, 

So  rae  ns  his  physician  he  besought 

To  cure  liiin  of  tile  fever  of  his  pride. 

Counsel  lie  asked  of  me,  hut  I  was  mute. 

Because  his  words  iis  of  a  drunkard  seemed. 

And  then  he  said  :  '  Let  not  thy  heart  suspect ; 

For  I  absolve  thee,  and  do  thou  instruct 

How  I  mny  Palcstrina'  overthrow. 

To  lock  and  uidock  heaven  I  am  ahle, 

As  thou  dost  know,  for  there  are  the  two  kevs 

Which  in  no  love  my  predecessor '  held.' 

Persuaded  me  these  weighty  arguments 

That  to  he  silent  were  worst  policy ; 

And  I  said  :  '  Father,  since  thou  cleanses t  me 

From  the  sin  which  1  am  about  tu  do; 

Large  promises  with  a  fullilment  short 

Will  make  thee  triumph  on  the  holy  throne.' 

"  After  that  I  was  dead,  St.  Francis  came 
For  roc,  hut  one  of  the  black  Cherubim 
Said  to  liirn  :  '  Take  him  not ;  do  mc  no  wrong  : 
Among  my  wretched  ones  he  must  descend; 
Because  he  did  the  wily  counsel  give, 
From  which  time  I  have  had  him  by  the  hair ; 
fie  that  repents  not  cannot  be  absolved, 
Nor  can  repentance  w  ith  desire  exist 
In  contradiction  which  agreeth  not.' 

"  O  miserable  me  1  0  bow  I  trembled  ! 
When  he  seized  hold  on  me,  and  stud  :  '  Perchance 

:  Palest  rion  waH  the  principal  w.il  anil  !n*t  -tr.^hnlil  i.f  the  Ciiliranii 

IklDlIy.    Thp  "u-i  i-r- 'in-  -1  iiii|in'::ii;ilil.'  f.y  l-fniiln,  wh<-  wn 

Miiiirifir:i'il   ■  ■  :  i  -  -  i  t  l'  -n  i  H--.        Tl.i"  :it  r>  l'i!-cl  t'i  do :  but  njion 

eipcutinii,  A  j,h%-i  ti:il i- >[j  wn-  'ii^ui'l,  :Lrnl  J: ' . 1 1 ■  "trin.i  iv:i-  pvin  u|>  [-i 
fllil  pii|>,'  tlpin  fin.-  'I  full  ].LIil-'i  ;i!iil  .ri.'ili:it  i.  .u  :  lilif  l.v  ;L  llri^lniL' 
breath  of  faith  it  »as  immixlinU'lv  i!  wtR.VL.il,  ami  tin,'  Culunna  family 


Me  ft  logician  1I1011  did:-!  nut  suppose.' 
To  Minos  he  conveyed  me ;  and  lie  wound 
About  his  rigid  back  eight  times  his  tail, 
Then,  as  with  furious  rage  lie  bit  himself, 
Said  :  '  He  is  sentenced  to  the  hiding  flames  :' 
Wherefore  here,  as  thou  Beast,  I  am  lost, 
And  going  thus  attired  T  lament." 

When  he  had  thus  ™ii]pl(:tcd  his  discourse, 
The  flame  complaining  went  upon  its  way 
Waving  and  writhing  round  its  pointed  horn. 
Onwards  my  leader  and  I  too  advanced 
Upon  the  rock  along  the  other  arch. 
Bridging  the  foss  in  which  nre  paid  their  dues 
To  those  who  sowing  discord,  gather  woe. 


GAM  TO  XXVlll. 


TUB  FOSLENTERO  OF  OIVLI,  OISL()»U.-THK  WOUNDS  AND  SiUTI- 
LATIOK&— lUEojlRT.-CURlO.- MOBCA.— BKBTBiND  DE  BO  HPT. 

Who  is  there,  even  with  unshackled  words, 
Who  could  in  full  dcscriln'  tin:  wounds  arid  liloud 
Which  now  I  saw,  though  oft  his  tale  were  told  ? 
Certainly  ever;  tongue  must  fall  far  short. 
Through  our  powers  of  speech,  arid  through  the  mind 
Which  his  not  faculties  so  much  to  hold. 

If  all  the  hosts  could  be  again  assembled. 
Who  formerly  in  that  eventful  land 
Apulia,  for  their  own  blood  did  weep. 
Or  through  the  Romans,  or  in  that  long  war. 
Which  gave  so  glorious  a  spoil  of  rings,' 
As  Livv  writes,  who  never  sjoes  astray; 
With  those  who  felt  tile  Buffering  of  wounds 
What  time  they  were  resisting  Hubert  Guiscurd," 
And  those  whose  hones  arc  still  collected  seen 
At  Ceperano,3  where  perfidious  were 

1  The  tW  Ijushi-Lsiiii.l  a  linlfnf  riti^  lakcn  h       llic  Kiiirain  knight* 

who  tea  at  Cfuiw  in  the  wound  Funic  War. 

■  H<.<iicrt  'iuinrairil,  ILl  Kit:jl.i:i  l>ukr  ..!'  Apulia,  d.  1(185. 

J  Charles  .if  Anjini,  in  his  ;i.Umii.i'  fn.in  II  ■  j.piinrt  Jlinftd  in 

Nr:i|».;Li:,u  lt..i,ti.  r.  iiin  tli.'  -Luijiii'  T.  'i.  -  rli..n  i.f  llic  A|.uliiui 
liiLeiin  in  liu-1  t".>k  |.]iu:e  nt  Itciiev-inlo, 
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The  Apulians ;  or  by  Taglincoz/u 

Where  old  Alardo 1  conquered  without  amis  ; 

And  each  his  hacked  and  mutilated  limbs 

Di-;;!.-m-(],  it  wimM  be  nmiL'lit  to  emulate  ' 

The  shocking  habitude  of  the  ninth  ward. 

A  cask,  with  its  head's  mid  or  sidc-plank  gone, 
Gapes  not  so  wide,  as  now  n  man  I  saw 
Cleft  from  the  chin  to  the  back's  lowest  part ; 
Hanging  his  entrails  were  between  his  legs. 
His  vitals  showed,  and  tin;  delisting  pouch 
Which  what  is  swallowed  to  excretions  turns. 
Ua/ing  on  him  while  I  was  total  fixed. 
He  looked,  and  opened  with  his  hand  his  breast, 
Exclaiming:  "Now  behold  how  I  am  rent; 
How  mutilated  see  is  Mahomet ! 
Hefore  me  in  his  torture  Ali '  goes, 
His  face  split  from  the  forelock  to  the  chin  : 
And  all  the  others  whom  thou  scest  here 
Spreaders  abroad  of  scandal  and  of  schism 
Were  when  in  life,  and  therefore  are  thus  split. 
There  is  behind  a  devil  who  divides 
With  trenchant  scimctar  thus  cruelly, 
Repeating  it  on  each  one  of  this  band 
When  we  have  made  the  tour  of  this  sad  road ; 
lieeausc  they  that  are  wounded  are  healed  up 
Or  ere  before  him  they  again  arrive. 
But  who  art  thou,  thus  musing  on  the  rock, 
Perhaps  to  stay  thy  coming  into  pains 
Adjudged  upon  the  charge  against  thee  made?  " 
"  Nor  death  yet  holds  him,  nor  drag  him  his  crimes,' 

•  Akrri  .le  Vslery,  an  uld  French  to 
at  tlic  battle  of  TugUuotu,  (won  again 
in  12H8,)  and  a.lrined  Hie  stratamm  of 

1  Ali,  Mihomct'l  cousin,  noil  fourth  ( 
a  ciiil  ni  »f  surwmLiin,  unit  hi"  folk 
lilt'  .Mahometan  community. 
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My  Master  answered,  "  to  his  punishment  j 

But  to  ail'ord  him  full  experience, 

Belongs  to  me  that  am  (IimiI,  him  to  lead 

Thnnisjh  I  lr.ll  drsivuditi;;  on  from  round  to  round  :  " 

And  as  I  tell  thee  now,  this  is  the  truth." 

More  than  a  hundred  were  there,  when  they  heard. 

Who  paused  to  look  upon  me  in  the  foss. 

Forgetful  in  their  wonder  of  their  pains. 

"Bid  Fra  Dolcino"  that  he  must  provide— 
Thou  that  art  like  in  brief  to  sec  the  sun — 
Unless  he  wishes  quick  to  follow  me. 
Such  store  of  victuals  that  a  stress  of  snow 
May  not  give  victory  to  the  Knvarcse, 
Which  else  'twould  not  he  easy  to  obtain." 
With  one  foot  lifted  as  in  net  to  go, 
Addressed  me  in  this  sruiniee  Muhoinel, 
Then  for  departure  put  it  to  the  ground. 

Another  who  laid  open  had  his  tliroat, 
And  his  nose  cut  oil'  close  below  the  eyes, 
And  who  liad  only  got  a  single  ear, 
[Slaving  to  look  on  us  willi  wonderment. 
With  all  the  rest,  before  them  oped  his  gorge 
Which  on  the  outside  was  all  crimson -stained, 
And  said :  "  O  thou  whom  no  oll'ence  condemns,  * 
Whom  erst  above  in  Italy  1  have  seen 
Unless  a  grrnt  rt'snnblanre  me  deceives  : 
Remember  l'ictro  da  Medicina/ 
If  thou  returnest  the  fair  plain  to  see 

"  Km  Dniciiiii,  a  ri  li;ii,ii.i  nil.mir,  anil  lender  (if  n  sect  called  the 
A[-.-t..lic  liivttiivu,  riL.iIni tJii rn- 1  hiins.-lf  iinil  many  f(.l|.nvijrK  n.r  twn 
yoirn  agninal  thu  j»i»-,.r .  f  th  i-        in  ill.'  iii.-untain  .lislrii't  ..f  X..v:ini. 

Thej  vterc  fi n.itl j  n-1  .-.]  l>v  funim.'  in  tinw  'if  siu.iv,  :.wl  l).j]i;iti.i 

hi.rriHy  Virturwl  .-iri.l  l.urril  (..  .Icalli  a!  Vi-n-elli  in  13«7. 

;  fiftm  'if  -Muliuiiia  i;i  t"»n  klu-c.'Ji  li.  l.cnn  anil  llii"b>  had  Inn  a 
finer     iiis.-4'iisii.HM  t--tvi:en  ihv  li.ni.--.  ..f  IMvnta  :uul  MulalrsUi, 
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Which  from  Vercclli  slopes  to  Marcabo  ;' 

And  to  the  two  best  men  in  Fa m)  tell, 

To  Guido  tamely  and  to  Augtolcllo, 

That  if  our  prescience  hero  is  not  at  fault, 

They  will  be  thrown  from  tlieir  bark  overboard 

Am!  killed  bv  drinninie  near  (,'iiltolica 

By  a  most  felon  tyrant's  treachery.* 

Between  the  isle  of  Cypru?  and  Majorca, 

So  foul  a  misdeed  Neptune  never  saw. 

Or  done  by  pirates  or  the  Argolic  race. 

This  traitor  who  sees  only  with  one  eye, 

And  holds  the  land,  which  this  man  now-  with  me, 

Wishes  that  never  he  had  held  in  sight. 

Invited  them  to  conference  with  him  : 

Then  dealt  him  so,  that  'gainst  Poeara's  wiud 

Then  I  lo  liim  :  "Resolve  me  and  explain, 
If  thou  wouldet  have  tug  bear  up  news  of  thee, 
Who  this  man  was,  who  saw  the  bitter  sight." 
Whereon  he  laid  his  band  upon  the  cheek 
(Jf  one  with  him,  and  opened  him  his  mouth. 
Exclaiming:  "This  is  he,  but  be  is  dumb. 
Himself  an  exile,  he  extinguished  doubt 

With  his  totijruc  a  input  u(  is!  in  bis  throat, 
This  Curio '  who  was  once  to  speak  so  bold  ! 

4  [itnuleinly  »li ■]*-  fr..]M  V.-li  . -ILL  ti.  tin-  Nunitli-  .if  [In-  1\>,  nrar.un>  ..f 
uliu-ti  the  «Lttl.j  L>f  llarrnbu  funnurlj  nUmd. 

■'  Maljit.«tii  f  Hiu,i.,i,  <i-|...        ;i          .-v.'il  i,u„i,  i.ivil,.!  (i„i,t,.  ,1,1 

fiiti,.!!,',,   ..[,    Hi,. "„■;,-,■.;,.. (  Kill   milt  EliL-L 

iiinilnlnin  near  tjulloltw.  unlnl  r.u'ii  nn.-l  (tiuigcrinra  wind. 

1  Luoin  triwrn.  i.  SSI)  niakt-s  Curi..,  liitn.flf  :i  fu-Ltivi:  lh>m  Rimiiv, 
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One  tlmt  luul  bulb  Ins  hands  reduced  to  slumps 
Raising  his  truncate  tarns  in  the  dark  nil-. 
So  that  the  blood  bedabbled  all  his  face. 
Cried  out :  "  Remember  thee  of  Mosca  '  too. 
Who  said,  alas  ! — 'A  thing  done  baa  an  end  '— 
Which  was  the  seed  of  mischief  to  the  Tascaiia:" 
"And  to  thy  house  destruction,"  I  threw  in. 
On  which  he,  cumulating  woe  on  woe, 
\\  nit  oil'  lib'  inn-  in  iiiadin-s  and  in  rage  : 
But  I  remained  to  look  upon  the  crowd 
And  saw  a  tiling  which  I  should  he  afraid 
Alone  to  tell  of  without  further  proof, 
If  it  were  not  that  conscience  made  me  strong, 
That  faithful  cumriulc  which  supports  a  man 
Under  the  breast-plate  of  bis  own  good  thoughts. 

I  saw  most  certain  and  still  seem  to  see 
A  trunk  that  walked  without  a  bead,  e'en  lis 
The  others  walked  of  that  sad  company : 
He  carried  by  the  hair  the  mangled  head 
Meld  in  bis  hand,  in  fashion  of  a  lantern  : 
And  this  regarded  us  and  said  :  "  Ah  me  !  " 
He  for  himself,  himself  a  lamp  did  make; 
And  they  were  two  in  one,  and  one  in  two : 
He  knows  who  rules  it  so,  how  this  could  be. 
When  we  were  close  upon  the  bridge's  foot, 
lie  raised  on  high  the  hand  which  bore  the  bead. 


"  folk-  JL'TJ^— -  iil|i-:r  u  i--iril.  liilluITi'  |inl-|tin"  ■- 

w  Ij5h.1i  nrv  civen  in  the  Wl  ill  v.  97. 

:  III  1215,  uul'  i.f  III.'  Hu..]i..k.[iii..nri  ,'rii'ii;i-d  l"  n  lailv  fif  till' 

AmiiU'i,  !>mke  Elltti,  iiml  luiirrinl  "NC  "f  llii-  H.'i.i.ti.  Tlir  n-l:,lf..n>..f 
the  Hlichtoi  fmnilv  ni'.'t  t"  i-mm-Mit  their  nitintc,  mul  M"-'i  LnlnlnTti 

advised  the  iluitli  ■■!  II  ir.Til.r.  vvini  viii»  M-t  ii|.,.ii  mul  killcl.  The 

affair  berime  im|nirtiint  Ih.mh-...  Hii  i]i  vi-sj. ti^  ..|  I  ni.-ll",  :in-l  Cjnii  Kim  -. 
■  --in  14.-  inki  Floe l-h'-i-  in  tin-  tiMin  "t  tlii.,  iiriv.it.-  ii  n.l.  mill  the  w<ink*  nf 
fiosca  wem  memorable  in  cconeclton  with  it. 
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More  closely  to  bring  near  to  us  its  words, 

Which  were :  "View  well  this  hideous  punishmcnl, l" 

Thou  that  in  life  gocst  looking  on  the  dead  : 

Hcflect  if  any  is  as  this  so  great. 

And  that  thou  tnayst  of  mc  take  some  report. 

Know  me  i'or  Bertram  Bornio,"  the  man 

Who  to  the  young  king  evil  counsel  gave. 

I  made  the  son  and  hither  enemies  r 

Not  more  Achitophel  by  Absalom  did 

And  David  by  his  n  icked  instigations. 

Uecause  I  did  divide  two  persons  joined, 

Alas !  I  carry  thus  my  brain  divided 

r'rojn  its  commencement,  which  is  in  this  trunk  : 

Thus  is  the  talion  law  in  me  observed." 

'  Bertram!  Ac  IWn,  L..nl  ..f  I[aiiii-f..rii.,  ;m<\  i.ne  ..f  ilii.  Ut  Isniglittt 
iiml  l.r.i!il™li.ur^  „f  hi.  time,  ..In on d  llmrv,  r!,l,.,t  n.oof  Henry  iaA, 

who  was  ctwmni  in  hi-,  1" l ( 1 1 . ■  i m  liiV'-ii  h  n|-i -n  lis  jinrringc  with 

M:ir-,rrl.'f  l-'iiinr.-  in  1 1  7!i  ;  : i r : .  1  urii  alivnvi:  c-jlII.-I  ' - 1 1 j . ■  v-uhr  kinp  " 
lUtMuiejh  W  <li,-,l  (,.f„r,.  ]iU  Gitti.T  in  UMI,  urul  niTcr  .-Hi  upon  lie 
throne.  In  old  tlinrtvr-.  .v.'.,  TTt-nrv  i-  , ailed  lii-t  llntrtnii  rtfiu— 
l\i-nry  -2ml  !.<  r.iJUt,  11,  j.  II,  «y,i:m  jrniV,—  anil  his  ohkst  60D  isculltd 
II,  ,iri,-m  junior. 


CANTO  XXIX. 


THB  FOMF.XTEH3  OF  CIVIL  DISCORD  CONTINUED— TUB 
Af-CHF-HISTS-THE  LOATHSOME  1I1HEAHES. 

The  many  proph:  and  the  various  wounds 
Had  rendered  so  inebriate  mine  eyes 
That  they  were  ready  to  remain  and  weep; 
But  Virgil  said  to  mt:  "  Why  dost  thou  gaze  ? 
Why  thus  transfixed  do  thy  regards  become 
Down  here  amont:  tin-  sad  ;md  mangled  shades  ? 
Thou  didst  not  act  thus  in  the  other  wards : 
Beflect,  if  thou  to  number  them  dnst  think, 
That  two  and  twenty  miles  Hie  valley  winds : 
Already  is  the  moon  beneaili  our  feet; 
The  time  is  now  short  that  is  granted  us, 
And  there  is  what,  thou  hast  not  seen,  to  see." 

"  If  thou  liadst,"  thus  I  answered  him  at  once, 
"  But  understood  the  reason  why  I  looked, 
Haply  thou  wouldst  have  let  me"  linger  still." 
Meanwhile  went  on,  and  followed  I  behind. 
My  guide,  as  1  was  making  this  reply, 
And  adding  to  it:  "  With  in  side  the  cave 
On  which  so  (irmly  fixed  I  kept  mine  ey  es, 
A  spirit  of  my  race,  I  think,  bewails 


Tlic  crime  which  costs  sti  ih';irly  in  tins  deep." 

Said  then  my  guide  :  "  Let  not  affected  be 

Thy  spirit  any  more  on  his  account : 

Of  others  think  thon;  let  him  there  remain  : 

1'or  I  observed  him  id  the  bridge's  foot 

Pointing  at  tliri-,  arid  wilh  liis  linger  threatening 

And  heard  liini  I  len  [iclln's  1  mime  pronounce  : 

.So  wholly  wast  thou  at  that  time  engaged 

With  him  who  formerly  did  Hauteforte  keep, 

Thou  didst  not  look  that  nay  till  he  was  gone." 

"0  my  conductor,  the  untimely  death," 

I  said,  "  which  is  not  yet  for  him  avenged 

By  any  that  lias  part  in  the  reproach, 

I  tendered  him  aiiiriv,  wherefore  passed  he  on 

Without  n  word  to  me,  as  I  suppose  : 

And  this  has  marie  me  towards  him  kindlier." 

Thus  we  discoursed  as  far  ;is  the  first  place 
Which  from  the  bridge  the  next  vale  would  have 
shown 

To  its  lowest  depths,  if  there  had  been  more  light. 
Above  file  inmost  cloister  when  we  came 
(If  Malcbolgi',  and  its  brotherhood 
Became  apparent  unto  our  regards, 
Through  me  piercnl  (lilh.Tcnt  lamentations 
Winch  with  compassion  liiul  their  arrows  tipped  ; 
Wherefore  1  covered  with  my  hands  mine  cars. 
Woe,  stich  as  would  be  if  the  hospitals, 
Of  Vahlichiana :  'twixl  September  and  July, 
And  if  Maremma's  and  Sardinia's  plagues 
Were  in  one  pit  together  all  to  be  ; 

'  fieri  [Jelti,  n  iiMcit  mnvcr  r.f  ilis.-r.rdi.  (if  Um  Atighicri  family,  had 
l-ccn  kill.rl  In- ...it  ,.f  ill.-  Sii.-.-litlli.  The  injurf  wn.i  ii'ilnvcnwl  at  this 
Inn.-  ;  but  MM  v«inia1'i-f1l,.-  tmn-.lir,  llif  iii'i'lirn.  ..f  ci.-ri  «■■!!■■  rvlniialcil 
it  ill-"  "  the  Snwlurtti. 

-  A  TiixrNliy  di.-lnVt  l-.tw.vu  At"7.m  mul  I'nrtiLiirL  Jwl*il  fur  itw 
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Such  woe  was  litre,  and  such  a  stench  went  up 
As  uses  to  proci'cil  from  Ljiiriirrciied  limb.-;. 

Descended  we  upon  t  lie  final  rampart 
Of  the  long  causeway,  keeping  the  left  hand  ; 
And  now  my  vision  mure  distinct  became 
Down  to  the  bottom  where  the  minister 
Of  the  Most  High,  Justice  infallible. 
Punishes  forgers  whom  it  there  enrolls. 
Not  a  more  miserable  spectacle 
Was  in  -iigina,1  a  whole  people  sick, 
When  so  malignant  was  the  atmosphere, 
That  to  the  smallest  norm  the  animals 
All  fell ;  anil  the  ohl  nation  afterward", 
As  for  a  certainty  the  poets  tell. 
Was  from  the  progeny  of  ants  renewed; 
Thau  might  be  in  this  darkling  valley  seen 
The  spirits  languishing  in  divers  heaps. 

Some  on  the  belly,  some  upon  the  hack 
One  of  another  lay,  and  others  crawling 
Shifted  tliclr  places  on  the  weary  path. 
Slowly  and  speaking  nothing  we  went  on. 
Listening  and  looking  upon  the  diseased, 
Who  could  not  lift  their  bodies  from  the  ground. 
Two  I  saw  silting,  each  hv  each  propped  up 
As  pan  against  pan  to  be  heated  leans. 
Spotted  from  head  to  foot  with  scabrous  sores  : 
And  never  saw  I  plied  the  currycomb 
By  a  horseboy,  for  whom  his  master  waits, 
Nor  by  one  ke[_it  from  sleep  against  his  will, 
As  each  of  tlie.se  inct.'.isunt  passt-d  the  teeth 
Of  his  nails  over  himself,  furious 

1  The  iljlnil'Lt:ni>-"  WH.TI1  iJi.-'.j'ivo.i  l»y  |H^tiJ('liw,  Jin 

inbiul  wns  roi*..|ilul  liy  mil-  inl.i  men  liy  Juj.ittr. 


With  itching  which  no  other  soothing  knows: 
And  in  like  manner  tore  the  nails  the  scurf. 
As  does  a  knife  the  scales  of  a  sea-bream. 
Or  other  fish,  which  has  them  larger  still. 

"  0  thou  that  with  thy  fingers  flay'st  thyself," 
To  one  of  them  niv  Master  thus  began, 
"And  makest.  of  them  pincers  for  the  nonce. 
Tell  mc  if  any  Latins  arc  with  those 
That  are  within;  so  may  thy  nails  siillitr 
lor  this  employment  to  eternity." 
"Latins  we  are  whom  thou  seest  wasted  thus, 
Both  of  us  here,"  he  answered  with  a  groan  : 
"But  who  art  thou,  that  askest  it  of  us?  " 
My  leader  spoke  :  "  1  am  one  that  descend? 
With  this  one  living,  down  from  deep  to  deep  ; 
It  is  my  business  Hell  to  him  lo  show." 
Then  they  withdrew  llii'ir  mutual  support 
And  each  one  trembling  turned  himself  to  me, 
With  all  the  rest,  who  by  the  echo  heard. 
My  -Master  excellent  kept  close  to  me, 
Saying:  "Speak  thou  to  them  whate'er  tliou  wilt." 
And  t  began,  so  soon  as  he  had  turned  i 
"As  may  your  memory  not  pass  away 
From  mind  of  man  in  the  antecedent  world. 
And  as  it  under  many  suns  may  live ; 
Say  who  ye  are,  and  of  what  family : 
Let  not  your  foul  and  grievous  punisbmeiil 
Dcler  ye  from  disclosure  of  yourselves." 

"  I  of  Arezzo '  was ;  Albero  of  Sipnna," 
One  of  them  answered,  "  sent  cneed  me  to  flames  : 
But  brought  ine  not  here,  that  for  which  1  died 


In  truth  1  s;iid  to  liini,  in  jesting  talk  : 

*  I  know  how  I  could  rise  in  air  and  fly.' 

And  he  who  was  both  curious  and  a  fool. 

Wished  I  should  slum'  lo  him  the  art,  and  only 

Because  I  proved  no  Dsedalus,  lie  caused 

To  burn  me,  him  who  had  him  for  his  son : 

But  to  the  last  division  of  the  ten. 

Me,  for  the  alchemy  I  used  in  life, 

Minos  condemned,  who  raimol  he  deceived."  " 

Then  to  the  Poet  I :  "  Was  ever  known 

A  race  so  frivolous  as  the  Sieuuesu? 
Even  the  Frenchmen  arc  far  after  them." 

On  this  the  other  leper,  who  had  heard. 

Answered  my  question  :  "  Always  saving  Stricca,' 

Who  knew  the  art  of  moderate  expense, 
■  And  Niccolo,  who  the  luxurious  use 

Of  cloves  was  foremost  in  discovering, 

Within  the  ^udeii,  when;  such  secil  takes  root ; 

And  saving  that  club  in  winch  dissipated  "° 

Caceia  d'  Ascnn  his  vineyard*  and  his  woods, 

And  Abbagliato  liis  good  sense  displayed. 

But  that  thou  ninyst  know  who  thus  seconds  thee 

Against  the  Siermese,  give  mc  thine  eye 

So  that  my  face  may  fully  answer  thee. 

Thou  wilt  see  that  i  am  Capocchio's  *  shade. 

Who  made  false  metals  by  my  alchemy; 

Thou  must  remember,  if  I  know  thee  well, 

I  was  of  nature  a  successful  ape." 

1  Strica  nml  tlio  others,  tlm*  ironically  mentioned,  wen  young 
nnUciunn,  xi.uk'  '  I  ivL.itn  n-vl  1-  :i  wien,  lb,?  raen.ocrs  of  which 
clubbe.1  tlieir  t.itmu-s  1  -iKtlwr,  :m.i  s|,n,t  tl„:]Li  in  linnrious  cltm.o, 
ganees.  The  now  iim.-  il  ,'l"n^  was  :i-  1'ni'l  i:i  "W  r,..-i^t.iiir"  'il  ] .lifnsruitH 
noil  capons.    Tbc  garden  in  Sienna. 

8  tlaj  ._-]iLei  was  ii  Ml,>«--li;ikiil  in  Siiturul  S.-ii  rm  villi  [(unto. 
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THE  FALSI;  i'EBSOSATOHfl.  FAT.SE  SIO-NEVERS,  AND  FALSE  IN 
WO UDS.- MASTER  ADA1IO,  ASD  BISON  OF  TBOY. 

WHAT  time  that  Juno  was  exasperated 
By  Scmelc  against  the  Theban  race. 
As  on  occasio7is  many  she  displayed  ; 

Aa  leading  one  in  cither  luiiul  she  passed, 
He  cried  :  "  Exk-iul  llic  net.-  I  hat  I  raay  take 
The  lioness  with  her  cubs  as  they  come  forth ;  " 

1  Atfaamas  in  I---  ui:i<!iir.«  rmi-t.jok  Inn  f.  r  a  liiriuwa,  nud  her  book 
Li-:lt«1>iis  aii.l  Mrlici-rfci  f.ir  her  i-nlw.     Ovi.i,  Mctnm,  iv,  4IB,  St. 
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And  theD  spread  out  his  talons  pitiless 
To  seize  on  him  that  was  Learohua  culled. 
Whirling  liim  round,  and  dashed  him  on  a  rock  : 
And  she  herself  drowned,  with  her  other  burden  ; 
And  what  time  Fortune  to  the  ground  reduced 
The  Trojan's  pride,  which  all  things  did  attempt. 
So  that  together  king  and  kingdom  fell ; 
Hecuba,  sad,  in  misery,  and  a  cap  live, 
After  Polyxeua  she  had  seen  dead, 
And  when  her  Poljdorus  on  the  shore 
Of  the  sea  she  discovered,  in  her  grief 
Barked  in  a  frenzied  mood,  as  does  a  dog,* 
So  great  a  sorrow  had  bewrayed  her  mind. 

But  neither  Theban  nor  the  Trojan  madness 
Ever  in  any  was  so  dreadful  seen, 
lather  atliirkiiig  beasts  or  human  limbs. 
As  now  I  saw  two  wan  and  naked  shades 
Who  running  bit  at  all  things,  in  the  way 
A  hoar  docs  when  he  rushes  from  his  sty. 
One  at  Capocchio  ran,  and  in  the  nape 
Of  his  neck  gored  him,  so  that  trailing  him 
It  made  his  body  grate  on  the  hard  ground. 

He  of  Arezzo,  who  in  fear  was  left, 
Told  inc  :  "This  goblin  is  Gianni  Sdiiechi, 
And  he  runs  frantic,  treating  others  thus." 
I  said  :  "  0,  as  the  other  may  not  fix  " 
On  thee  its  teeth,  let  it  not  too  much  sei:m 
To  tell  me  who  it  is,  ere  hence  it  breaks." 
Then  he  to  me :  "  This  is  the  ancient  shade 
Of  the  abandoned  Myrrha,*  who  became 
Her  father's  mistress  in  unholy  love. 

■  Heniba  «ns  lunittl  into  a  dug.    Olid,  Mctsm.  liii.  507. 
J  Dsuslitet  nf  (Jitiyrnn,  kins  nf  (Jyj'nm.    Ihid,  Mcljiin.  Lv.  31 U. 
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She  to  do  sin  with  liim,  the  same  way  took 
By  personation  of  another's  form, 
As  lie  ivlio  yonder  wanders  undertook 
falsely  to  personate  Buoso  Donnti ' 
\bking  his  will  and  giving  it  due  form. 
To  gain  the  mistress  of  the  cavalcade." 

As  soon  as  the  l«n  1'ratilie  souls  had  passed, 
On  whom  I  had  my  vision  rivetted, 
I  turned  it,  on  the  rest  ill-horn  to  look. 
I  saw  one  shaped  in  fashion  of  a  lute. 
That  is  if  only  he  had  had  his  groin 
Cut  off  at  where  the  form  begins  to  fork. 
A  heavy  dropsy,  which  so  mismatches 
The  members  with  ils  ill-di  gifted  lymph, 
So  that  the  face  agrees  not  with  the  trunk. 
Compelled  him  to  keep  opened  wide  his  lips, 
As  docs  a  hectic  patient  who  in  thirst 
One  upwards  draws,  the  oilier  towards  the  chin. 

"0  ye  that  without  any  fornicnt  are, 
And  why  I  know  not,  in  the  darksome  world," 
Tie  said  to  us  :  "  look  on  me  and  attend 
Unto  the  misery  of  Master  Adamo  : ' 
I  had  in  life  enough  of  all  I  wished, 
And  now,  alas,  I  want  a  drop  of  water. 
The  little  brooks  which  from  the  verdant  hills 
Of  Cnsentino  *  down  to  Amo  flow. 
Making  their  watercourses  cool  and  moist, 
Always  before  me  stand,  and  not  for  nought, 

*  Bnoati  D.iimti  Ijuvir.;  .li.-.l  niiLi-m  uialiiii,-  n  will.  (.ii:i:mi  Svliiivhi 
\Kr.~  nriK-il  liiiri  in  In*  l.tl,  rvml  .li.-t;ilo.|  :i  nil]  in  f.iv.mr  of  bis  liqihew, 
Simon  ll.in.iti,  fir  nlivli  s.'ivitv  In-  i.viin-.l  :\  i.ry  vulunlilc  marc. 

*  Ailflllio  a:is  i,  U[.:-.-i-iiiri,  nnil  l.v  ilusire  of  '  f      ■,  A]'  i-.-iitnlr",  ami 

Atlihinll'..,  l.ri.l]i-  r-  :unt  I '..nuts  i.f  it  iin,  li,  o.iLnkTfrili-il  in  lewr 

uicki]  tin-  li.. rin-  ..f  KL.rfti.r,  wlii.-li  Urn  tli.r  ima-i-  . -t"  J-iLu  tlie  Baptist, 
ami  were  of|.ur<:  H.!.  :in.1  i.  f  tt:.:  «(-k'ljt  of  24  canto. 

"  Roinina  in  in  C-wr.tinn,  tin-  vnlloy  of  tin-  Aran  alwn>  Areiin. 


Because  to  think  of  them  makes  me  more  dry 

Thau  the  disease  which  mac  urates  my  face. 

The  rigid  justice  which  excruciates  me 

Borrows  its  weapons  froui  my  place  of  sin, 

The  more  to  force  my  sighs  to  their  escape. 

There  lies  Rouiena,  where  I  falsified 

The  alloy  that  is  wilh  the  liaptist  stamped, 

For  which  on  earth  I  left,  my  body  burned. 

But  if  I  here  could  sec  the  tortured  soul 

Of  Alessandro,  Gnido,  or  their  brother. 

Tor  Branda's 7  fount,  I  would  not  give  the  sight. 

One  is  within  this  round,  if  the  enraged 

Spirits  that  circle  round  the  truth  relate  : 

What  boots  it  me,  that  have  my  limbs  restrained  ? 

Yet  had  I  only  such  activity 

That  in  a  century  I  could  move  an  inch, 

I  should  have  started  now  upon  the  way 

Seeking  him  in  this  miserable  crew, 

Eleven  miles  although  it  measures  round. 

And  is  not  less  than  half  of  one  across. 

Through  them  I  am  among  this  company  : 

'Twos  they  persuaded  me  to  coin  the  florins. 

Which  had  three  carats  of  a  base  alloy." 

Then  I  to  him  :  "  Who  are  the  wretches  twain  ■ 
Who  smoke  like  a  wet  hand  in  winter-time, 
Lying  extended  at  Ihy  right  hand  side?" 
"I  found  them  here,  and  since  they  have  not  stirred," 
He  answered,  "  when  I  fell  among  these  rocks. 
Nor  as  I  think  will  they  for  ever  stir. 
One  is  the  false  one,  Joseph  who  accused, 
The  other  is  the  Greek  of  Troy,  false  Siuon  : 
111  their  sharp  fever  they  send  forth  this  reek." 

7  Urnnih  is  111..-  j.r]]L,:i]<i)  (..ii!itAi:i  ill  Sienna. 
*  I'nliiiliaTs  ivil'u  ,  ill  ill  Sir       tin-  i  vi  i  L-Ti,  H|       wli.ise  fill-.;  |in-k'i  ur- 
ine Woudvu  Home  wan  mlmiltol  into  TroJ. 
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And  one  of  thein,  who  was  to  rage  provoked,  " 
Perchance  at  being  named  with  siicli  disgrace, 
With  liis  list  smote  liim  on  his  rigid  paunch  ; 
It  gave  n  sound  as  it  had  been  a  drum  : 
And  Master  Adam  struck  him  oil  the  face 
With  Ilia  arm,  which  as  hard  appeared  to  be. 
Saving  to  hiin  :  "  Although  I  may  have  lost 
The  power  of  motion  in  my  heavy  limbs, 
t  have  an  arm  at  freedom  for  this  work." 
Then  he  replied  to  him  :  "  When  thou  didst  go 
To  the  stake -tire  thou  hadst  it  not  so  free, 
ISut  so  and  more,  when  thou  didst  strike  the  coins." 
The  dropsied  said :  "  In  that  thou  gayest  truth, 
Hut  thou  didst  not  so  true  a  story  toll, 
When  to  the  truth  thon  wast  at  Troy  besought." 
"  If  I  spoke  false,  thou  hast  made  false  the  coin," 
Said  Sinon,  "and  for  one  crime  I  am  here. 
But  thou  for  more  than  any  other  art  damned," 
"  Bethink  thee,  perjured  villain,  of  the  horse," 
Replied  the  other  of  the  swollen  trunk, 
"  And  lake  for  torment,  that  the  whole  world  knows."  '■" 
"Be  thine  the  bitter  thirst,  with  which  may  crack 
Thy  tongue,"  the  Greek  said,  "  and  fin:  loathsome  water 
Which  with  thy  belly  lu-d^i-s  up  thine  eyes." 
Then  said  the  moneyer  :  "Thus  widely  gapes 
Thy  mouth  with  evil  speaking,  in  its  wont ; 
Rut  if  I  thirst,  and  water  puns  me  out, 
Thou  hast  a  lever,  and  :m  itching  head ; 
And  to  lap  up  the  mirror  of  Narcissus, 
Thou  would'st  not  in  inviting  lack  much  speech." 

Entirely  wrapt  was  I  in  listening, 
When  sai"d  to  me  my  Master :  "  Now  attend. 
To  quarrel  with  thee  almost  am  I  bent." 
When  1  perceived  that  he  spoke  angrily, 
I  turned  towards  him  with  so  much  of  shame. 
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That  tlirough  my  recollection  yet  it  whirls ; 
And  like  a  man  who  some  vast  trouble  dreams, 
Which  in  his  dream,  he  wishes  were  a  dream, 
Willing  (he  i  king  to  be:,  us  if  'twere  not ; 
In  such  case  I,  unable  to  pronounce 
What  I  would  say  to  excuse  me,  yet  excused 
Myself  in  full,  nor  knew  what  I  was  doing. 

"  A  greater  error  less  of  shame  removes," 
My  Master  said,  "than  this  of  thine  baa  been  : 
Therefore  discharge  thyself  of  all  remorse: 
Ri'im-iiilier,  I  am  always  al  thy  siilc; 
If  it  falls  out,  that  fortune  carries  thee 
Where  there  are  people  in  the  like  embroil ; 
To  wish  to  hear  it  is  a  base  desire." 


CANTO  XXXI. 


It  was  (he  same  tnriirni:  wimiulcil  mc  at  first, 
So  that  it  raised  on  either  check  a  blush 
And  then  supplied  inc  with  the  remedy  : 
Thus  have  T  heard  the  javelin  was  wont. 
That  was  Achilles'  mid  his  sire's,  to  lend 
A  cruel  first  and  then  a  happy  boon. 

Away  we  turned  us  from  the  wretched  valley, 
Upon  tilt;  hunk  wliii-li  i:i  rules  it  arouud, 
l';:sfmi;  aUmL'  it,  without,  any  speech. 
Here  it  was  less  than  night,  and  less  than  day. 
So  that  my  view  but  little  reached  in  front : 
But  I  could  hear  the  sounds  of  a  loud  horn, 
So  loud  it  would  have  made  all  tlinudcr  faint, 
Which,  following  Its  direction  backward]?, 
Drew  my  regards  entirely  to  one  spot. 
After  that  lamentable  rout,  what  time 
Charlemagne  lost  his  sacred  enterprise, 
Nut  Roland  blew  so  terrible  a  blast.' 


Short  lime  1  held  iny  head  to  that  side  turned. 
When  many  lofty  towers  1  seemed  la  sec ; 
Then  I ;  "  0  JIastcr  say  what  is  this  town  t " 
And  lie  to  me  :  "  Because  that  thou  dost  glance 
Too  great  a  distance  through  the  obscurity, 
It  happens  thou  art  wrong  in  thy  surmise. 
Well  wilt  thou  see,  when  there  thou  art  arrived, 
How  at  a  distance  is  the  sense  deceived : 
Wherefore  push  forward  something  in  advance." 
Then  by  the  hand  he  tool:  me  tenderly, 
And  said  :  "  Ik-lore  we  on  wards  do  proceed 
That  the  reality  may  seem  less  strange, 
That  these  are  giants  and  not  towers  know. 
And  in  the  pit  they  stand  around  the  hank 
Sunk  from  the  middle  downwards  all  of  them." 

As  when  a  cloudy  vapour  melts  away. 
By  slow  degrees  the  sight  distinguishes 
What  piled  in  atmosphere  the  mist  conceals : 
Thus  piercing  through  the  thick  and  darkling  air, 
Closer  and  closer  as  we  neaml  the  baok. 
Error  retired  from  me,  fear  increased. 
Like  as  on  high  round  its  circumference 
Is  crowned  with  towers  Montercggion,' 
So  on  the  rampart  which  surrounds  the  pit. 
Towered  emergent  upwards  from  the  waist 
The  giants  terrible,  whom  menaces 
Jove  yet  from  heaven,  when  his  thunder  rolls. 

And  now  of  one  I  could  discern  the  face. 
The  breast  and  shoulders  and  the  lower  trunk, 

-  JlnnliTi  ? -ion  i*  11  ("1*1  li'  nur  Sicinn.— It  wus  :i  jmj.iihr  Mii'f  [kit. 
tic  «:(]]*  <>f  li;d>vl  .1]  n-iiiniibL'.l  :n  (ill  wns  iv.r  built  (if  tho  Tmer 

uf  TJ:it*l  hy  Niim-..l  (lii.I  M.i  Ml.™.*  iH.  Villmil,  l  *>.).  Possibly  tlie 
iirninji  iK.ul.  <ij|inl*  ;>*  tin.-  r.i;v.T.i  ■■I  u  cire'iLi-  (-nil  m:iy  Jcivu 
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Ami  both  the  arms  that  lay  along  the  sides. 

Nature  indeed  abandoning  the  art 

Of  animals  treated  thus,  did  well 

'!V>  iibmpili'  such  ministers  of  Mars; 

And  if  that  she  of  elephants  and  whales 

Repented  not,  whoever  well  reflects, 

Will  think  of  her  its  more  discreet  and  just: 

For  where  the  power  of  intelligence 

Is  joined  with  evil  instinct  and  with  might, 

Mankind  against  them  can  make  no  defence. 

His  face  appeared  lo  me  as  broad  and  long, 
As  is  Saint.  iVier's  pinc-appli''  at  Home, 
And  all  his  Injurs  in  like  proportion  were:  " 
.So  (hul  the  bank  ivhii'h  si'rvi'd  diem  for  an  apron 
Down  from  the  middle,  only  showed  so  much 
Above,  as  that  to  reach  unto  the  hair. 
Three  Friesianders  would  hardly  have  been  able : 
l''or  thirty  full  pidms  1  could  sec  of  him 
lielow  the  place  where  men  their  mantles  clasp. 

"  Iliipliel  mrti  iniicch  zabi  a/mi," 
The  haughty  mouth  began  thus  to  exclaim, 
To  which  a  soflrr  strain  was  suited  not. 
My  leader  turned  to  him :  "  0  foolish  soul ! 
Betake  thee  to  thy  horn,  with  that  give  vent, 
When  rage  or  any  other  passion  moves  thee  : 
Grope  at  thy  tu  ck,  the  baldric  thou  wilt  feel 
Which  holds  it  slung,  O  thou  confounded  soul. 
And  thou  wilt  (hid  it  girt  to  thy  vast  breast." 
To  mc  he  said  then :  "  lie  himself  accuses  ; 
This  one  is  Nimrud,  through  whose  wicked  sthenic 
No  more  one  language  in  the  world  is  used. 

'  '1'lie  grail  pine  i.liii'li  ur.iv  nkuuk  i:i  ihe  "(iiiiriliuo  <L-l!:i 
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Leave  liiin  alone,  nor  as  !ie  wishes,  speak  ; 
i'or  every  language  is  to  him  the  same, 
As  his  to  others,  which  to  none  is  known." 

Then  we  a  somewhat  longer  journey  made 
On  the  left  hand,  and  at  a  bowshot's  distance, 
We  found  another  yet  in  ore  fierce  and  huge. 
To  bind  him,  who  the  workman  may  have  been 
I  cannot  tell ;  but  pinioned  he  displayed 
In  front  one  arm,  the  other  arm  behind, 
Within  a  chain,  which  held  him  shackled  fast 
lii-low  his  neck,  and  on  the  emergent  part 
To  its  fifth  convolution  girt  him  ronnd. 

"This  proud  one  thought  it  meet  to  make  essay 
Of  his  own  power  against  highest  Jove," 
My  leader  said,  "whence  he  has  such  deserts: 
Called  Epliiiilli.^,  hi-  ltimi  effort  was 
What  time  the  Giants  made  the  Gods  afraid  : 
The  arms  which  then  lie  moved,  will  move  no  more." 
And  I  to  him  ;  "If  possible,  I  wish 
That  of  Briareus  immeasurable, 
Mine  eyes  may  some  experience  obtain." 
fieplied  he  then :  "  Antams*  thou  wilt  see  "" 
Near  this ;  he  is  at  liberty,  and  speaks ; 
He  will  convey  us  to  the  guiltiest  pit. 
lie,  whom  thou  wimhli^l  we,  is  far  removed, 
And  he  is  bound,  and  like  to  tin's  one  made, 
l'Acept  thai  lie  looks  fiercer  in  his  mien." 

No  earthquake  ever  was  more  terrible 
That  in  its  violence  a  tower  rocks, 

1  AntiFns  mis  n  iiiiinl  <>i  Libvil  nkn-it^l  1  ■  v  (In.-  .ul..r  i]W[it  :il I u  .L.irj  !>. 
t':ill)i:i„-i'l,  nil']  v,ili.[Llisl]i:.i   l>y   1  Icivil  l.w  —  ].-t'-:\ll,  I'luiln.  iv.  .> S ^ . 

Ik  in  uiisliarkli-il,  as  ri.-.l  liavin;:  j.i-ir.l  tin-  '-llier  IJLrmts  in  tliifir  »iir 
against  the  Ooda. 
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Than  Ephialtes  as  himself  lie  shook. 
Death  never  more  than  now  had  I  in  fear, 
Ami  fear  alone  had  its  occasion  been. 
If  I  had  not  bethought  me  of  bis  gyves. 

Proceeded  we  then  further  onwards  jet, 
And  to  Aiitaiiis  came,  who  full  live  ells 
Without  the  heart,  stood  up  above  the  brink. 
"O  thou,  who  in  the  valley  fortunate. 
That  his  fame's  heritage  Hi  MHpio  bore. 
When  Haimiliiil  with  all  his  bust  gave  way. 
Ere  now  hast  made  t)i_v  spoil  a  thousand  lions ; 
Who  if  thou  hadst  been  in  the  mighty  war 
Togdlu:r  with  th\  brethren,  il  would  seem  " 
The  sons  of  earth  the  victory  must  have  gained, 
Place  us  below  (nor  for  the  task  show  scorn) 
Where  icy  coldness  locks  Cocytus  up. 
To  Tityus  or  Typhon  drive  us  not : 
That  which  is  longed  for  here,  can  this  one  give. 
Therefore  incline  thee,  nor  thy  face  avert. 
Still  in  the  world  he  can  revive  thy  fame; 
He  is  alive,  and  a  long  life  may  see, 
L  idos  grace  summons  him  bdWe  Ids  time." 

Thus  spoke  the  Master :  and  lie  with  all  speed  '" 
His  hand  extended,  and  my  leader  took — 
The  hand  whose  rude  grasp  Hercules  had  felt. 
Virgil  when  he  perceived  that  lie  was  grasped, 
Said  to  me  ;  "  Now  contrive  that  I  may  hold  thee  : " 
And  ho  arranged  that  we  one  burden  made. 
As  seems  in  looking  upon  l.'arisenda 1 
Under  the  leaning  side,  when  sails  a  cloud 
Above  it,  that  contrary -wise  it  falls; 
Thus  to  me  looked  Antaeus,  as  he  stood, 

*  The  most  .if  lln-  In"  Irauing  (..lura  :it  liulngim. 
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\  ii  M'inj;  him  slnnp,  iiiul  he  was  sucli  an  one, 
I  could  have  wished  l«  l;o  another  way  : 
lint  softly  at  the  liotlom,  which  consumes 
Judas  and  Lucifer,  he  lauded  us : 
Nur  having  thus  bent,  did  he  there  remain, 
Hid.  himself  righted  like  a  vessel's  mast. 


CANTO  XXXII. 


If  I  had  rough  and  savage  rhymes  at  will, 

As  to  the  dreadful  gulf  would  best  befit, 

On  which  are  buttressed  all  I  he  oilier  rocks, 

I  might  express  the  marrow  of  my  thoughts 

More  fully  :  but  since  I  possess  them  not. 

Not  without  Fear  I  trust  myself  lo  speak. 

Tor  this  no  matter  is  for  playful  treatment, 

I  Vsrnbin;;  (lie  foumlatiuiis  of  I  he  world, 

Nor  for  the  tongue  which  calls — "l'apa!  Mama !  " 

But  may  those  Ladies 1  to  my  verse  give  aid,  " 

Who  helped  Amphion  when  he  nailed  round  Thebes, 

That,  from  the  thing  my  words  may  not  be  far. 

O  people  hapless  above  all  created, 
That  hold  this  place  which  to  describe  is  hard. 
Hotter  it  were,  ye  had  been  sheep  or  goats! 
Down  in  the  gloomy  pit,  when  we  were  deep, 

Beneath  the  Ciianls'  feet  yet  lower  sunk, 
And  I  was  gazing  on  the  lofty  wall, 

I  heard  said  to  me  :  "  How  thou  goest  take  heed ; 
See  that,  thou  dost  not  trample  under  foot,  * 
The  heads  of  thine  ill-fated  brothers  sad." 

1  The  JIws. 


]\!-KI!N<>. 


On  this  1  turned,  :ni(]  I  perceived  in  from 
And  'neath  my  feet,  a  lake  which  freezing  cold, 
'Hie  aspect  had  of  glass,  and  not  of  water. 
Nut  o'er  its  stream  so  thick  a  mantle  casts 
Austria's  Dannlii;  in  the  winter  time; 
Kor  Taniiis  beneath  that  sky  severe, 
As  here  it  was  :  so  that  if  Tainbemich  ' 
Had  fallen  on  it,  or  Pietrajiana, 
'Twould  not  have  cracked  it  even  at  the  edge: 
And  like  a  frog  in  attitude  to  croak 
With  its  mouth  out  of  water,  what  time  dreams 
The  peasant  girl  of  gleaning  oftentimes. 
Livid,  and  plunged  as  deep  as  where  shame  shows. 
The  tortured  spirils  were  bnicidh  the  ice; 
With  the  stork's  music  chattering  with  their  teeth. 
Each  of  them  downwards  held  the  visage  turned  : 
From  mouths  the  cold,  and  from  eyes  their  deep  grief 
Amongst  thnn  thus  their  evidences  drew. 

Around  me  for  a  space  when  I  had  looked, 
Down  at  my  feet  I  saw  two'  wedged  so  close, 
That  they  had  mixed  the  tresses  of  their  hair. 
"  0  tell  me  ye  who  thus  your  breasts  press  close," 
I  said,  "  who  are  ye  ?  "    They  then  bent  the  neck, 
Arid  when  their  sight  they  had  towards  me  raised, 
Their  eyes  which  were  before  that  moist  within, 
Flowed  over  on  the  lids,  and  the  cold  froze 
The  tears  between  them,  and  so  locked  them  fast  : 
No  rivet  ever  fastens  beam  to  beam 
More  strongly  :  and  on  this,  they  like  two  goats  " 
] Jutted  together,  overcome  by  rage. 

3  AlJnamlro  and  Nupulcoue,  b.db  of  Alberto,  lord  of  Fall*™*, 
tt.r.-.iyh  u-kMi  [hi;  Jii-i,7.n.  r1.ra>  Hj..iu  »]..•  Am...     Tliey  Ml  ly 
otbcm'  ban  da. 
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And  one  the 
By  the  cold. 


then  who  of  both  his 


ith  his  ears  was  left 
holding  ^ * i  11  his  fiiee, 


Said  :  "  Wherefore  so  much  on  us  dost  thou  gaze  ? 
If  of  these  two  thou  would?!  sonic  knowledge  gain, 
The  valley  whence  Bisenzio  descends, 
Belonged" to  them,  and  to  their  sire  Alberto. 
They  issued  from  one  womb  :  and  Caina  all 
Thou  mayst  search  round,  and  never  find  a  shade 
Deserving  more  to  be  in  ice  thus  fixed ;  * 
Not  lie,  whose  trunk  and  shadow  both  were  cleft 
At  the  same  blow  droll  by  the  hand  of  Arthur ; ' 
Not  Focaceia ;  *  nor  he  who  cumbers  me 
Thus  with  his  iiead,  so  that  I  nothing  ji  t  ; 
And  who  was  Sli«»I  Miisdiercmi"  called  ; 
Thou,  if  »  Tuscan,  knoweat  who  he  was. 

Know  that  I  am  Camiccion  dc'  Pozzi  ; '  ' 
I  wait  fot  Carlin,  who  excuses  me." 
Tlum-iiTids  of  hires  jmrple  then  I  saw 
Made  by  the  cold  ;  whence  shivering  seizes  ine, 
And  ever  will  do  for  these  frozen  lakes. 

"While  we  toward?  Hie  centre  onwards  went. 
In  which  ah  hcavv  snbsNtnci-s  would  meet, 
And  I  was  trembling  in  the  eternal  shade ; 
If  it  were  will,  or  fate,  or  accident, 
I  know  not,  but  in  passing  tlirough  the  heads, 

*  In  lilt?  rom.-iniv  ..I"  Linneli.t,  M..r<hv.l.  (In:  Irait-Ti-ns  iiml  tiiliclii'ius 
son  of  Arthur,  is  thin  him,  *.  that  t!m  aim's  light  »iw  H-JU  Ij. 
siiiin-  tlii"a::h  the  "noun*!. 

"  F.ninx-iii,  r,f  tin'  whit*  liriirii'h  -if  t >i ■  -  (Wi-llii-ii  ..f  ri.-l"i:i,  was  Cti- 
Hi'. -,t  in  On.-  lri::f-lh.T  Hii.  imi nl.:r  i  i':.  3l:n-]i,.-iii  ■  ■]  (lii:  "tb.T  1  T;irn-li  ;  u-Wwi, 
].-.!  (.p  (III-  r>-L.lj;,liln.-lil  ..fill,-  . I , ■.- 1 V LI . ■  t L V L-  Hl:i.-fc  iinil  Y/liilf  iVli.Kis. 

1  Sum]  da'  Tufchi,  n  PIorentiDe  who  murJereil  hia  nephew  fur  his 

Ubortino— Cnrlii...  .1-"  I':.™  «  I ■  r i r ..  i  i.  tr.i.  r S ■ . -  -a  il..-  ■  ■<  I'mm  .11 
TrciiiM'  i.niiii;h  -liniN  li.ii,  !■■  m  l„  1,1  f,i-  tl,.-  I  i  .1  i  I  ■■■  I  Li >  an.l  WliH-  a 
„f  FWwl.  in  13fl2. 
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I  chanced  to  strike  im  lout  against,  one's  fate." 
Shrinking  he  cried  out :  "  Why  on  me  dost  tread  ? 
Unless  thou  comest  to  increase  tlie  vengeance 
For  Monte  Aperto,  why  dost  trouble  me? " 
I  then:  "0  Master,  wait  me  here  awhile, 
That  I  of  this  one  may  a  doubt  resolve. 
Quick  as  thou  wilt  thereafter  will  I  be." 

Halted  my  guide  :  and  to  that  one  I  said. 
Who  yet  was  cursing  at  me  bitterly  : 
"  Whkt  art  thou,  that  at  others  dost  thus  rail?" 
"  And  what  art  thou,  thai  guesi  ihnmgh  Antenora,"  " 
Striking,"  he  answered,  "  others  on  the  cheek, 
Too  hardly  even  if  thou  wast  alive  ?  " 
"Alive  I  am,  and  may  to  thee  be  dear," 
Was  my  reply,  "  if  thou  dost  seek  renown, 
For  I  'inongst  others  known  thy  name  will  place." 
And  be  to  me  :  "  Tile  opposite  I  wish : 
Hence  get  thee  gone,  and  give  me  no  more  pain, 
HI  know'st  thou  how  to  flatter  in  this  deep." 
Then  by  bis  neck's  nape  I  laid  hold  on  him. 
And  I  said  :  **  Either  thou  thyself  sliall  name, 
Or  not  a  liair  shall  here  remain  above  ;  " 
Then  he  to  me:  "Since  thou  dost  pluck  my  hair, 
I  will  not  tell  thee  who  I  am,  nor  show  thee, 
Although  a  thousand  times  thou  maul  my  head." 
Plucked  hairs  already  in  my  hand  I  held, 
And  him  of  more  than  one  lock  had  despoiled, 
Howling  the  while  he  was,  with  eyes  upturned  : 
When  cried  another:  "Hocea,  what  dost  nil? 

"  Bocc*  degli  AKiti,  who  tmttorooBl;  cut  nff  the  Lnml  of  the 
.-.null)-  s-liindani-lMrcr  -  t  tkr  I'luifiitiTica  jit  tlic  kittle;  r,f  Miralo 
a]  win  in  1211(1;  f"  that  ihu  »(jiu'l:ir,l  tVU,  :»■.,]  tl,t  (U-ftat  >.f  tliv  (Itu-lfr 

I  This  dmiiiM  of  tho  ninth  circle  b  named  after  Autcn„r  of  Tmj, 
wl.u  =ns  in  trea-TOiiil.l  .t^i-ui.I,t,.v  will!  the  ftreeka. 
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Is't  not  enough  to  clatter  with  (liy  jaws, 

Hut  tliou  must  howl  ?  what  devil  seizes  thee  ?  " 

"And  now,"  1  said,  "to  speak  1  wish  thee  not. 

Accursed  traitor ;  for  to  thy  disgrace 

Of  thee  I  can  bear  true  intelligence." 

"  llcgone,"  said  he,  "  and  what  thou  wilt  relate, 

Jiut  be  not  silent,  if  from  hence  tliou  goest. 

Of  this  one  who  so  ready  had  his  tongue ; 

Here  he  laments  the  money  of  the  French  : 

Him  of  Duera,1  tliou  mayst  say,  I  saw 

Tn  that  place  where  (lie  frozen  sinners  bioV. 

If  thou  art  asked,  what  others  were  with  him. 

Him  of  Beccaria '  at  thy  side  thou  hast. 

Whose  neck  was  severed  by  the  Florentines. 

~[  flunk  that  Gianni  Soldauier 1  lies 

Yoniler  with  Gancllon,*  and  Tebaldello' 

Who  opened  Fne117.11  what  time  men  slept." 

From  him  already  had  we  moved  a  space, 

And  like  a  famished  man  devouring  bread. 

The  upper  in  the  other  ii\ed  ils  teeth, 

In  that  part  where  the  head  adjoins  the  neck. 

Not  otherwise  than  us  when  Tvdens  gnawed 

The  head  of  Mennlimras '  in  his  rage, 

Did  this  one  use  the  skull  a?id  oil  the  rest. 


i,  t)itt  iriiitur  at  H'liiwuillwi,  in  tlie  rutnanlic  tii.-t"r>'  nf 
■agile,  in  1282. 


"O  tliou,  tlial  slunvi'st  hy  such  hrnlal  signs, 
Hatred  of  him  upon  whom  tliou  dost  feed, 
Toll  wherefore,"  said  I,  "stipulating  thus— 
That  if  thou  liast  cause  io  complain  uf  him, 
Knowing  who  jc  itre,  am!  what  his  offence, 
I  will  repay  thee  in  the  world  above; 
If  that  with  which  I  speak,  he  withered  not." 


CANTO  XXXIII. 


UrUAlSEi)  his  mouth  from  off  his  dreadful  meal 

Tins  sinner,  wiping  it  upon  the  liaira 

Of  Hit  head,  xliieli  he  hail  bid  waste  behind. 

Then  he  said :  "  Thou  wouldst  have  me  to  renew 

The  desperak'  gnei  uliiuh  presses  down  inj  soul, 

Thinking  upon  ii  only,  ere  1  speak: 

"Rut  that  these  words  of  mine  may  lie  the  seed 

To  yield  this  trail  or  infamy,  whom  I  gnaw. 

Together  thou  stall  t  see  mo  weep  sud  tell. 

"  I  know  not  who  thou  nrl,  nor  by  what  means 
Thou  art  helow  thus,  hut  a  Florentine 
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Truly  thou  seemcst  when  I  hear  thee  speak  : 

Know  then  that  I  Count  UgoUW  was, 

And  tin's  man  the  Arclibisliop  Kuggieri: 

Next  will  I  tell  why  I  Ids  neighbour  am. 

How,  by  the  working  of  his  ill  designs, 

Confiding  in  him,  I  was  seized  upon. 

Anil  after  died,  there  is  no  need  to  tell : 

But  that,  of  which  thou  canst  not  he  informed. 

Namely,  how  miserable  was  my  death, 

Thou  shall  hear  and  shult  judge  if  he  has  wronged  me. 

"A  narrow  loop-hole  in  the  tower's  wall, 
Which  after  me  Hie  name  of  Famine  hears, 
And  in  which  others  vet  may  be  immured, 
Had  through  its  opening  exhibited 
First  many  moons,  when  an  ill  dream  I  had, 
Which  tore  away  for  me  the  future's  veil. 
This  man  appeared  to  me  as  thief  and  leader. 
Chasing  a  wolf  and  wolf-cabs  to  that  hill,1 
lor  which  tin;  t'isa.is  cannot  l.ucea  see: 
With  gaunt  and  eager  and  well  tutored  bound.-', 
The  Gualandi,  Sismondi,  and  La uf ranch i, 
lie  in  the  foremost  of  the  chase  had  put. 

In  a  short,  run  appeared  to  me  outworn 

The  father  and  his  sons,  and  with  sharp  teeth 

It  seemed,  I  saw  them  torn  upon  the  flanks. 


1  111  July,  .'..mil   I-1  lili.-r-.i-.l.-.-i  nn.l  lii..  UiMinn  N"  

Ji>'  Vin.-.uiti,  Juiljiu  ..f  Unlhiiu,  ™  tiudis  imil  f.-..iLt.-Ti.liiiK  villi  cii-Il 
I'tlnT  fi-r  |-ivi:r  in  r;.-.[.  Aanirist  1  li.-in  l.'lli  u;i»  tin'  Ar-'lil  i-ri..|.  Knu'^'  i  i 

ilcjli    riml.lini,   Willi    111,'    l.-iiifrai„-lii.    liiml  11,   Si-.ln-.li.li,  miit.>IFj.-r 

(in  iln  I  in,.  Ii  ii^..,.      t'^.ilil,'!  f  t...L'f..-ri.ii  -ly  null,-!  iv  i  111  til'-  Al'-lil.:.-li  •;, 

:i';:.in.t  Niini  ninl  liin  Mi|i|-.rt,-r:.,   1  ,jl>t:ii!ii'<l  III.-  LinMiiji  ,.f  I'ki. 

ilul  ho  vox  in  turn  k-troyul  l.y  llic  Arn-lil.i*!,. .p,  wli.i  iiL.'h.il  tin- 
|"i|.lllim-  :iL-nin-l  ]iiin,«ilh  I  in:  i-hni-i  I  lint  in-  Im.l  tn-i-n  :l  trail.it  Ui  Pisa, 
ini.l  tni.l  yiv,Ti  i ■  j a  Un-ir  castli-i  t,.  On-  Hoi-ntim-*  nn.l  J-mvli  I'jt"- 
lin.h  v,-jtli  tw.  i..  .raj.  mil  In.'  -iiiii.l-.niH  w:i-  iiii],irisi.fL,il,  ,-inil  in  tJi" 
fi.||..»irj|;  Mnn-li  tl.,.*  V.-.-1-.-  ,iu«.l  1,.  ili-nlli  in  Hi..  T  .-  [■  i.f  Famine  ill 

flak. 

i  Monte  Bin  Jnlinno,  between  Visa  uitt  Lncc*. 
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"  Before  the  br<-uk  of  day  when  1  awoke, 
I  heard  my  children  wailing  in  iln-ir  sleep, 
For  they  were  with  me,  and  demanding  bread. 
.Stern  must  thou  he,  uiiiiss  by  this  time  moved, 
Thinking  on  what  nmv  broke  upon  my  mind; 
And  if  tliou  weep' st.  not,  what  could  make  thee  weepr 
They  now  awakened,  and  the  hour  approached 
At  which  the  custom  was  to  bring  our  food  ; 
And  each  of  us  was  troubled  by  bis  dream, 
When  underneath  I  heard  nailed  up  the  door 
Of  the  dread  tower:  and  on  this  i  looked 
Upon  my  children's  faces  silently. 
1  wept  not :  1  w  as  turned  to  stone  within  ; 
They  wept:  and  mine  own  Anschnuccio 
Said  :  "  Father,  what  is  this,  why  dost  thus  look  ?" 

All  that  day,  nor  the  night  which  followed  it, 

l  util  (he  next  sun  came  upon  (he  world. 

As  then  there  entered  a  thin  my  of  light 

[nto  the  fearful  dungeon,  and  I  read 

In  their  four  faces  mine  own  countenance, 

In  agony  I  gnawed  at  both  my  bands : 

And  they  who  thought  1  did  thus  in  the  wish 

To  cat,  upon  the  instant  raised  themselves  '* 

And  said  :  '  It  will  be,  father,  less  of  grief 

If  thou  wilt  eat  of  us;  thou  gavest  us 

This  miserable  flesh,  and  take  it  thou.' 

Myself  I  quelled  then,  not  to  grieve  them  more; 

Silence  we  kept  that  day,  and  all  the  nest: 

Why  didst  not  open  then,  thou  cruel  earth  ? 

At  length  when  to  the  fourth  day  we  had  come, 

Gaddo  extended  cast  him  at  my  feet, 

Saying:  'My  father,  hast  for  me  no  help?' 

And  so  he  died ;  and  as  thou  seest  me, 

I  saw  the  other  three  sink  one  by  one. 

Between  the  fifth  and  sixth  day;  then  betook, 
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Sijditlfjs,  1"  gm^ing  hlimlly  over  (hem, 

And  called  them  two  days  alter  they  were  dead: 

After  this  hunger  was  more  strong  than  grief." 

When  he  had  said  this,  with  distorted  eyes 
Again  he  tore  the  vile  skull  with  his  teetii, 
lucii  driven  as  a  dog's  into  the  hone. 

Ah,  Pisa,  ignominy  of  the  land 
In  the  fair  country  where  the  si  is  sounded ! 
Since  slow  to  p'.ini.-h  time  thy  neighbours  are, 
Let  stand  Gorge  na   and  I'aprata  forth 
To  form  a  harrier  across  A  r no's  mouth. 
And  so  to  drown  in  thee  all  living  souls. 
For  if  Count  Ugolino  was  accused 
Of  treachery  towards  thec  in  thy  forts, 

Their  Youthful  age  in  imitieriiee  secured 
Ugucciou  and  llrigata,  thou  new  Thebes  ! 
And  the  two  others  whom  my  verse  has  named. 

■Further  we  journeyed  onwards,  where  the  ice 
Another  people  in  its  rough  gripe  holds, 
Not  hid  their  faces,  but  in  full  displayed. 
Left  them  no  way  to  weep  their  very  tears, 
And  grief,  which  found  no  outlet  at  their  eyes. 
Returned  within  to  increase  their  misery: 
For  their  first  tears  in  a  concretion  formed ; 
And,  as  if  ervslal  vigors  tln-v  had  been, 
Filled  all  the  cavity  beneath  the  brows. 

And  now,  although,  as  in  a  callous  part, 
By  reason  of  the  cold,  nil  sensitiveness 
Had  ceased  to  have  abiding  in  my  face, 

3  Smi;iI]  islands  near  I  In?  m-mtli  of  the  Aril". 


m  1NFBRN0.  c.thu  lum. 

Something  yet  seemed  it  that  I  felt  a  wind ; 
On  which  I  said  :  "  O  Master,  what  stirs  tins  ? 
Is  not  all  vapour  in  these  depths  extinct  ?  "* 
Then  he  to  me  :  "Thou  soon  wilt,  reach  a  place, 
Where  in  this  matter  will  thine  eyes  reply. 
The.  cause  beholding  which  impels  the  wild." 


One  of  Hie  sulIVrrrs  in  llie  frozen  crust, 
Lifted  his  voice  to  us :  "0  cruel  souls ! 
Such  that  the  last  place  is  to  you  assigned, 
Remove  the  solid  veils  from  off  mine  eyes, 
That  I  may  vent  the  grief  which  chokes  my  heart 
For  a  brief  season,  ere  the  tears  refreeze." 
Then  I  to  him  ;  "  If  thou  wouhlst  have  mine  aid. 
Say  who  thou  art,  and  if  I  frcc-tliee  not, 
May  I  sink,  to  the  lowest  depths  of  ice." 

Then  he  replied :  "  I  am  1'ra  Alberigo ; ' 
I  am  he  of  the  evil  garden's  fruits, 
i  here  receive  back  for  my  fig  a  date." 
"  How,"  said  I  to  him,  "  art  already  dead  ?  " 

In  upper  life,  no  knowledge  I  possci; 
Such  privilege  this  Ptolomasa*  has, 
That  hither  oftentimes  the  soul  is  cast, 
Ere  ever  Airopos  (lie  movement  gives. 
And  that  thou  may'st  more  willingly  displace 
The  glassy  tears  from  otf  my  countenance ; 

'  W.iI.tv  in] -mi si-  iti  t:,.-  air  :nv  :t — l ■_' I  i<l  l'i  Ari^I.  llu  ■  i! c-_-.  r.  I- 
ii.  4,1  !«  a  K,use  of  wind. 

;  Alln-riiT       Miirifrtili,  nf  Kneiim,  in  H'iriia-n;u  uti,  r.f  tin-  .li.vi.us 


*  Thin  illvUinEi  of  lf.e  (111  circle  is  m  collc.i  d™  Ptolemy,  the  mm  uf 

A  IklI-U',  I.j  «  li.iin  Si  nil       .^'n"  m.'H-  ( [  i.jiL-tiL  j  - -ii>1>  inLtnU'1-i.'t  :n 
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Know  that  so  soon  as  any  soul  betrays, 

A3  I  have  done,  its  body  is  possessed 

Thence  by  a  devil,  who  rules  it.  afterwards 

Until  his  time  appointed  is  elapsed  : 

The  soul  is  hurried  downwards  to  this  pool. 

Thus  may  be  seen  the  body,  still  in  life, 

Of  him  whose  shade  behind  is  wintering. 

This  thou  wilt  know,  if  thou  regain  the  world  : 

That  is  Sir  Branca  iJoria;'  many  years 

Have  passeil  away,  since  thus  he  was  inclosed." 

"I  think,"  i  said  to  hiin,  "thou  mockest  me. 

Tor  Branca  Dona  is  not  yet  dead, 

But  eats,  and  drink.*,  and  sleep.-,  anil  clothing  wear!"." 

He  said  :  "The  Midcbraiirln-'s  foss  above, 

Where  tin:  tenacious  pilch  is  bubbling, 

Not  Michel  Zanche*  had  as  vet  attained, 
When  this  one  left  a  devil  in  his  stead 
Within  his  body,  and  within  his  kinsman's, 
Together  with  him  who  the  treason  worked. 
But  prithee  now  towards  me  bring  thy  hand  : 
Open  mine  eyes."    But  I  unclosed  them  not, 
For  it  was  honour  to  be  false  with  him. 

0  Genoese  !  0  men,  that  are  set  wide 
From  every  virtue,  full  of  all  offence. 
Wherefore  from  out  the  world  are  yc  not  swept  ? 
For  with  the  guiltiest  spirit  of  liomagna 
One  I  found  of  you  such,  that  for  his  deeds, 
In  soul  he  now  is  in  Cocytus  bathed, 
And  in  bis  body  seems  alive  on  earth. 

r  limn™  P.irift  "I"  l!i-:n-;i.  ]  [i-  iiuir'l.TL'l  -Mi'1:!..!  /.urnrtn.'  u1"  L'J'h [..,., n 
III-  r.il!jt'!'-i[i-l:iw,  fir  llii  itkiIi',  hi  wlliull  tie  •      In!]n:.l  l.j  ;i  liq.Jicw, 
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JODiICA,  THE  I. AST  DIVISION  OP  THE  NINTH  CIRCLE  — LUC1FEB. 
—JUDAS  ISU.lHKIT.-lJliCTU.'i  AND  CASSIUS  .-ASSENT  TO  THE 
SURFACE  ON  THE   OTHEIt  Him!   OF  THE   ULOBE,  UN  THE 


My  Master  said,  "if  him  thou  canst  discern." 
As  when  a  thick  mist  through  the  air  is  breathed. 
Or  when  our  hemisphere  is  wrapt  in  night, 
Turned  by  the  wind,  a  mill  is  seen  afar, 
Such  ohject  near  me  now  I  seemed  to  see. 
Then  to  avoid  the  blast,  I  went  behind 
My  Master,  for  there  was  no  other  screen. 
Now  was  I,  and  in  fear  I  write  my  verse. 
Where  all  the  spirits  wholly  Mere  inclosed, 
And  shone  transparent  like  a  mote  in  glass : 
Some  lay  along,  and  others  upright  stood, 
With  head  some  uppermost,  and  some  with  heels; 
One,  like  a  bow,  bent  to  his  face  Ids  feet. 

1  "Tlivliinii.T!-  .  f  t!n'Ii,l',Trii,lKir-L-:ivi'ri^i'li"—  llu>  first  line,  ullfrvtl, 
i.fiL  livmr.  „fi|,f.  t.'imnl.  <,f  [[.■in,:  un-,1  .lurinj  l]n:  \l,]y  Week. 
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Onwards  such  progress  when  as  we  had  made, 
Tliat  to  Hiv  lliister  il  seemed  good  to  sliow 
The  creature  that  had  once  so  fair  a  front. 
Withdrew  he  from  before  me,  stopping  me  ; 
Saving:  "Behold  now  Dis;  behold  the  place 
Where  there  is  nerd  with  courage  to  he  armed." 

How  frozen  now,  arid  feeble  I  became 
Ask  me  not,  Reader,  for  I  will  not  tell ; 
For  all  description  vuuld  full  short  of  it. 
I  did  nut  die,  nor  yet.  remained  alive : 
Think  for  thyself,  if  lliou  hast  any  mind, 
What  T  became  of  both  of  them  deprived. 

The  emperor  of  this  kingdom  dolorous, 
From  his  mid  breast  stood  forth  above  the  ice ; 
And  1  could  easier  with  a  giant  match, 
Than  could  the  giants  matcii  them  with  his  arms : 
Now  could  I  see  how  vast  must  be  the  whole 
Conforming  to  the  part  on  this  wise  made. 
If  once  be  were  as  fair,  as  hideous  now. 
And  vet  against  his  Maker  raised  his  looks. 

How  gceat  a  marvel  now  appeared  to  me ! 
Noting  three  visages  upon  his  head. 
One  was  in  front,  and  this  one  ruddy  showed  : 
Two  were  the  others,  thai  with  this  one  joined, 
Above  the  middle  of  r:n-]i  shoulder  placed, 
Kxtcndi-d  In  tliu  ri'L'iun  of  the  crown : 
Twist  pale  and  yellow  the  right  face  appeared ; 
The  one  upon  the  h  it  was  such  as  those 
Who  come  from  where  the  Xilc  his  valley  lias. 
Underneath  each  (here  issued  two  great  wings, 
Such  as  befitted  such  a  mighty  bird : 
No  vessel's  sails  I  ever  saw  so  large. 
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Feathers  they  had  none,  but  like  to  a  bat 
Their  fashion  was ;  and  to  and  fro  they  waved 
So  that  took  rise  from  them  three  blasts  of  wind : 
Hence  all  Cocytus  was  to  ice  congealed. 
Wept  he  with  six  eyes,  and  adowu  three  chins  . 
Trickled  tile  tears,  with  bloody  shiver  mixed. 
In  every  mouth  he  mangled  with  his  teeth 
A  sinner,  as  a  hackle  crushes  tlax, 
And  three  in  this  wise  lie  in  anguish  kepi. 
As  nought,  tlie  biting  was  to  him  in  front. 
Seen  with  the  tearing,  for  some  times  his  back 
Remained  entirely  stripped  of  all  its  skin. 

"That  soul  above,  who  sullei's  the  worst  pain 
Judas  Iscariot'  is,"  my  Master  said, 
"  His  head  within,  he  moves  his  legs  without. 
Of  the  two  others,  with  their  heads  below, 

Urutus  is  he,  that  from  the  hlaek  fare  hangs; 
Note  how  he  writhes,  and  utters  not  a  word ; 
Cassius  the  other,  who  so  stalwart  shows, 
liut  now  the  night  returns,  and  it  is  time 
Tor  our  departure :  we  have  seen  the  whole." 

On  his  command,  I  clasped  him  round  the  neck ;  * 
lie  watched  the  opportunity  of  time, 
And  when  the  wings  were  opened  wide  enough, 
lie  threw  himself  upon  I  hi-  shaggy  ribs, 
Descending  afterwards  from  Iteece  to  fleece 
Between  the  thick  hide  and  the  frozen  crust. 
When  we  had  come  to  that  part  where  the  thigh 
Ilegins  below  the  swelling  of  the  haunch, 
My  leader  with  exertion  and  with  foil, 
llrought  round  his  head  to  where  his  feet  had  been, 

-  .lining  i.rayi.,1.  :iuil  llniti:..  nii.i  Cjisxim,  hit  ylared  Ik-it,  ili  ;uillv 
"f  tin-  creatwit  lrK».u.«  in  It,,'  K.'lbii.n..  :u..l  f-\u\  l.^fTV  ..f  tliC  world." 


And  grappled  with  the  hide,  as  one  that  climbs, 
So  that  I  thought  we  back  to  Hell  returned. 

"Observe  now  well,  fur  by  so  strange  a  stair/' 
My  guide  said,  panting  like  a  man  fatigued, 
"Prom  so  great  evil,  we  must  needs  depart." 
Issued  he  forth  then  through  a  hollow  rock, 
And  placed  mc  on  the  margin  sitting  wise, 
And  then  towards  me  wound  his  cautious  steps. 
T  raised  mine  eyes  and  thought,  that  I  should  see 
Lucifer  in  the  posture  I  had  left, 
But  I  saw,  that  lie  upwards  held  his  legs. 
iVrph  xed  that  I  on  seeing  Ihis  became 
Let  those  duil  people  think,  who  do  not  note 
What  that  point  is,  by  which  I  just  had  passed. 

"liaise  thyself,"  raid  my  Master,  "on  thy  feet; 
The  way  is  long,  and  dangerous  the  road. 
And  now  to  the  half-tierce1  the  sun  returns." 
Not  smooth  was  it,  like  roads  to  palaces, 
Where  now  we  were,  but  dungeon  primitive 
With  lloor  uneven,  and  with  seant  of  light, 
"liefore  I  tear  myself  from  the  abyss, 
Master,"  I  said,  soon  as  I  stood  upright, 
"To  rescue  mc  from  error  something  speak. 
Where  is  the  ice?  and  how  cornea  this  one  placed 
Thus  upside  down  ?  and  how  in  such  brief  space 
From  eve  to  morn  the  sun  ha3  made  his  course?" 
Then  he  f o  me :  "  Thou  thinkeat  still  thou  art 
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On  that  side,  of  the  centre,  where  I  clatched 
Th.it  ill  worm's  skin,  who  perforates  the  globe : 
While  I  descended,  on  that  side  lliou  wast ; 
But  when  I  turned,  thou  didst  then  pass  the  point  "" 
"Whither  from  all  silks  heavy  bodies  (end : 
And  thou  beneath  the  hemisphere  hast  come 
Opposed  to  that,  which  the  expanse  of  land 
Contains,  below  whose  highest  point'  was  slain 

Thou  hast  thy  feet  upon  the  little  sphere 
Forming  the  under  surface  of  Judaic*. 
Here  it  is  morning,  when  'lis  evening  there  : 
And  he,  who  made  our  ladder  with  his  hide. 
Remains  slill  planted,  as  at  first  he  was. 
Down  to  this  region  lie  from  heaven  fell: 
The  earth  which  I'nriiicrK  did  here  extend, 
In  fear  of  him,  a  veil  made  of  the  sea. 
And  came  to  our  hemisphere :  and  perchance 
Flying  from  him,  the  space  here  vacant  left 
That,  which  is  seen  on  this  side  rising  up."  1 

Underneath  Belzebub  a  place  is,  far 
Distant  as  ever  the  arched  vault  extends. 
To  sight  not  sensible,  but  by  the  sound 
Of  a  small  rivulet  which  that  way  falls 
Through  a  rock's  passage,  which  itself  has  worn 
Willi  gentle  .-lop  alijii<r  ;i  winding  course. 
51  y  guide  and  I,  upon  this  secret  path 
Entered,  relunini^  to  the  lightsome  world  : 
And  without  wish  fur  luking  any  rest 

'  Jerusalem,  llie  j.lai.t;  of  (Tliri-t's  .linlli  :  h-tlcvoil,  in  mciliicml 
gi-n-rri].liy.  I' i  I.,-  (in.-  ci'iitr.'  ..f  the  iiitiaHti-.!  ]..rl.!  ti  nf  tlie  alnl«. 

■s  The  M.»iiiH;:i:i  i'iir^it.'1-y  (■  itij.|i.-i.l  t-i  W  f.inii.-l  i.f  -mir  ]..irlli.ii 
"f  1  lit-  silMniii-i!  nf  llir  t  i  i  L-t  1 1  irliErli  .-•.■11  |.iv.l  til'!  .-i-nlr.-  Imf'n.'  tin-  full 
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CANTO  i. 


To  traverse  better  wattrrs  hoists  the  sail. 
This  time  tin:  link  piimaci>  nf  my  thoughts 
Leaving  behind  it  such  a  cruel  sea : 
And  of  the  second  kingdom  will  I  sing 
In  which  the  human  soul  is  purified, 
And  becomes  worthy  to  ascend  to  heaven. 
Here  may  dead  poesy  again  revive, 
O  sacred  Muses,  for  now  am  I  thine; 
And  thou  Calliope,  here  something  rise 
Attending  on  my  verses  with  those  tones, 
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Prom  which  Ihe  miserable  Picie 1  felt 

Such  stroke,  thnt  of  forgiveness  they  despaired. 

Tlie  oriental  sapphire's  lovely  hue 
That  was  diffused  through  the  serenity 
Of  the  pure  ether,  far  as  the  first  hjiIiciv, 
lithium!  n^iiiii  L'lijuvineiil  to  mine  eves. 
Soon  as  I  issued  from  the  deadly  air 
"Which  had  cast  sadness  on  both  eyes  and  heart. 
The  beauteous  planet,'  that  to  love  persuades. 
Made  smile  the  universal  orient 
Hiding  the  Fishes  that  were  in  her  van. 
I  turned  on  my  right  hand  and  cast  my  looks 
(.'pun  the  other  pole,  and  saw  four  stars* 
Unseen  of  any  hut  the  first  mankind; 
The  heavens  in  their  shining  seemed  to  joy  : 

0  widowed  territory  of  the  North, 
Thnt  art  bereft  of  looking  upon  these  ! 

As  from  thisr  cuiiti-tiijihititm  I  viiikd.nv, 
Turning  a  little  towards  the  other  pole, 
To  where  the  Wain  was  now  gone  out  of  sight; 

'  The  ilnughirm  of  Fierus,  wild  rhnl  lentil  the  Mosul  to  n  Uinl  of 

ILL  HHi.iil  -kill,  lllhi  "  If.  I'lllLNUi  'I  I'll  1 1  lltJ^L  ll'i"'  .■  Lln-1;-  VT.^i:!lhL.ri'.ll. 
-   -Ovid.   Mtl.  V.  300. 

1  Venus,  K  nnirnhiL'  tlur,  is  ri-ini'  jiis!  > ■ . f.  v..  I.V>  Sun,  uliii-h  in  in 

3  Tire  fnur  stars  svi.il". lis.-  flu'  liui-Tii"n.l  virtues—  I'm ili-iii'.:,  Justin', 
Fi.rlLHule  nnil  T-.'in].i'i:i[i.v  JiW.  xwi.  ]"i'.'h:  tint  wi'iv.  in-i-haii*, 
»0Blts1«i1  to  Dsnti  l.y  the  1 . ■  ii r  I-.. [, .|,ii' Li , mi.  slur.-  ..fllii'  ^..ulliiTii  IW-. 
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Who  seemed  deserving  of  such  reverence. 

That  to  his  father  owes  not  more  a  son. 

Long  was  liis  heard,  ami  varin]  with  white  hair, 

Bore  likeness  to  the  tresses  of  his  head, 

Of  which  twinned  portions  fell  upon  lu3  breast. 

The  beams  of  the  four  holy  luminaries 

So  with  their  splendour  lighted  up  Ins  face. 

That  I  could  see  it,  as  if  the  sun  were  there. 

"Who  arc  ye  that  against  the  dark  stream's  course,  " 
Have  broken  from  the  eternal  prisonhouso  ?  " 
He  said,  with  movement  of  that  reverend  bearil. 
"  Who  has  conducted  you  ?  or  what  your 'torch 
As  ye  came  forth  of  the  profound  of  night 
That  over  make*  the  infernal  valley  black  !J 
Are  broken  thus  the  laws  of  the  abyss  ? 
Or  else  of  late  are  heaven's  counsels  changed, 
That  to  my  caverns  come  ye  that  are  damned  ?  " 
Thereon  my  leader  did  of  me  take  hold 
And  botli  by  words  and  gestures,  and  by  signs,  " 
Made  me  do  reverence  with  knees  and  looks. 
Answer  he  made :  "  Not  of  myself  i  come : 
h'rort)  heaven  came  down  a  Lady,  on  whose  prayer 
I  liavc  helped  this  man  with  my  fellowship, 
But  since  it  is  thy  will  to  learn  in  full 
Of  our  condition  what  it  truly  is. 
Nothing  there  is  which  mine  would  keep  from  thee. 

"  As  yet  this  man  his  last  night  has  not  seen, 
tint  for  his  vices  was  to  it  so  near, 
'Hint  to  turn  round  there  was  full  little  time. 
As  I  have  told,  to  him  was  I  thus  sent 
To  save  him,  and  there  was  no  other  way 
Excepting  this,  to  which  I  have  betaken. 
I  have  shown  to  him  all  the  gtiilly  rare, 
And  now  those  spirits  would  I  to  him  show, 
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Who  in  thy  guardianship  hit  purified. 
How  1  have  lei!  him,  would  l)p  long  to  tell ; 
Descends  ,1  virtue  from  on  high  to  aid 
My  bringing  liiin  to  see  mid  hear  thyself.  ■ 
1 'lease,  it  thee  then  tii  welcome  his  approach  : 
Ho  comes  in  search  of  freedom  which  is  dear, 
As  they  know,  who  for  it  have  life  renounced. 
Thou  know'st  it :  for  its  sake  not  bitter  was 
Thy  death  at  Utica,  where  thou  didst  leave 
The  vest  which  at  the  great  day  will  shine  forth, 
for  us  the  eternal  edicts  are  not  strained  : 
Since  this  man  lives,  and  Minos  binds  not  me. 
I  am  of  that  round  where  the  ehaste  eyes  dwell 
Of  Manna'  thine,  beseeching  Hire,  yet  seen, 
0  sacred  breast,  to  take  her  for  thine  own  t 
Tor  sake  of  her  love  therefore  turn  to  us. 
Through  thy  seven  kingdoms  suffer  us  to  pass : 
from  thee  to  her  I  will  report  kind  words, 
If  to  be  named  thou  deiguest  there  below." 

"Marcia  was  so  well  pleasing  in  mine  eyes 
Whilst  on  that  side  I  was,"  he  then  replied, 
"That  from  me  she  bail  rvrrv  grace  she  willed*: 
Hut  since  that  ill  stream's  further  shore  she  keeps. 
Nearer  approach  1  may  not,  by  that  law 
I'lnacied  wlicn  from  Ibenco  i  made  escape. 
But  if  a  heavenly  Lady  moves  and  rules  thee, 
As  thou  dost  say,  there  needs  no  flattery: 
Suffices  it  that  ye  by  her  invoke, 
(io  now,  and  pee  that  this  man  girds  himself 
With  a  pure  rush,  and  that  bis  fate  be  washed, 
So  that  all  fuulnos  lie  from  lliciice  removed. 
It  lits  not  (hat  an  eye  which  is  obscured 
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Bj  any  cloud,  appear  before  the  first' 
Of  them  that  minister  in  Paradise. 
Tliis  little  island  round  its  lowest  shores 
Where  yon  the  waves  below  are  striking  it, 
Produces  ruslies'  in  its  yielding  ooze. 
None  other  plant,  not  such  as  come  to  leaf 
Nor  indurate,  cm  have  existence  there; 
Because  they  would  not  to  the  dashing  bend. 
Afterwards  not  by  that  way  lies  your  path  : 
The  sun  will  show  it  you,  which  rises  now  ; 
Take  ye  the  mountain  by  a  gentler  slope." 

Vanished  he  then  ;  and  I  upright  arose 
Without  a  word,  anil  [  most  closely  drew 
Towards  my  guide,  and  turned  to  him  mine  eyes. 
Jlcgon  he :  "  Follow  in  my  steps,  my  son : 
Let  us  turn  backwards,  for  on  that  side  slopes 
The  plain  towards  its  loner  boundary." 

Full  morning  now  was  mastering  the  dawn 
Which  fled  before  it,  so  that  in  the  far 
I  could  descry  the  glitter  of  the  sea. 
Along  we  went  upon  the  lone  expanse, 
Like  men  returning  to  a  road  they  have  lost, 
Who,  till  they  win  it,  scctn  to  walk  in  vain. 
When  we  had  reached  a  place  in  which  the  dew 
Fought  with  the  sun,  and  lyiug  in  u  part 
Where  there  was  shade,  was  little  ranged  ; 
Upon  the  herbage  both  his  opened  hands 
Jly  Muster  very  courteously  spread; 
And  I,  that  was  advised  of  his  intent. 
Held  out  towards  him  my  tear- covered  cheeks, 

'■  Tilt'  first  wgd  to  iie  seen  by  Danl«,  aud  who  in  uwd  b  the  utit 
The  runties  an.'  an  i,livi..ns  cmlitam  .if  Humility  and  BaigaatioB. 


Then  thoroughly  lie  brought  again  to  light, 
The  colour  which  by  lltrll  had  been  coricealeii. 

Upon  that  desert  strand  we  now  arrived. 
Which  jie'er  before  saiv  navigate  its  waves, 
A  man,  who  has  experienced  return. 
Here  did  I  gird  me,  as  lie  hail  enjoined  : 
O  wondrous  marvel !  wheresoe'er  he  chose 
The  lowly  plant,  as  oft  it  sprang  again 
Instantly  in  (he  spot  where  it  was  plucked. 


The  suii  was  now  to  that  horizon  come 

Whose  circUi  of  juiTidliiii  hangs  above 

Jerusalem  in  its  most  lofty  point : 

And  to  him  opposite  the  wheeling  night. 

Was  rising  forth  from  Ganges  with  the  Scales, 

Which  from  her  ham]  fail,  while  she  is  increasing;  : 

'  The  Sun  in  riling  in  A:-ii-'  at  tin-  AnN].nl,'.-=  .if  Jorojalein,  nwlnigli' 
rlfity  nil  (In;  ..tl:ir  !i..]ii;«]>]i--.ti',  fri.ui  th.-  a*U  in  thf  .  ■] -|  .■  .sitv  Li  I 
(t(;,^,-ilv>.—  Tin'  riijiliL  Lib-n-inus  in  l.-iulij  M-i-in  tin-  Miinnir  r  *,Uli,v, 


.iprinm  in  tlip  'lay  thtin  in  (hp  night,  ami  '[luring  thin  lime  may  b 
i"  frill  CniTii  the  hat«l  i>f  night. 
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So  that  the  pah:  :lih1  rosy-blushing  checks 
Of  fair  Aurora,  where  I  tliut  lime  was, 
Satfron  became  in  her  more  forward  ago. 

Still  were  we  on  the  border  of  the  sea, 
Like  men  whose  thoughts  are  on  a  journey  bent, 
Who  move  in  wish,  but  in  the  body  stay. 
And  now  behold !  as  when  the  morn  is  near, 
Through  the  dense  vapour*  Mars  shines  ruddily, 
Down  in  the  west  along  the  ocean  floor, 
Appeared  so  to  me  (as  may  it  again) 
Over  the  sea,  a  light  so  swiftly  borne, 
Tliul  flying  with  its  motion  could  not  vie; 
From  which  whilst  but  a  moment  I  withdrew 
Mine  eye,  to  ask  a  question  of  my  guide. 
Looking  again,  it  showed  more  bright  and  large.  . 
Then  on  cacli  side  of  it,  appeared  to  me 
I  know  not  what  of  white,  and  midiTiieafli 
Another  by  degrees  loomed  out  from  it. 
My  Master  spoke  not,  all  this  time,  a  word, 
Until  the  first  white  into  wings  resolved; 
Then  as  he  recognised  the  mariner, 
He  cried :  "  Quick,  quick,  do  reverence  with  thy  knees; 
Behold  God's  Angel;  do  thou  fold  thine  hands," 
Henceforward  thou  wilt  pee  audi  ministers. 
Note  how  he  scorns  nil  human  instruments, 
Using  not  oars,  nor  any  other  sail 
Than  his  own  wings,  between  these  distant  shores. 
See  how  he  bears  them  raised  to  heavenward, 
Winnowing  the  air  with  the  ek'rnal  plumes 
Which  no  change  sitlfcr,  as  does  mortal  hair." 

As  nearer  then  and  nearer  towards  us  came 
The  bird  divine,  more  splendidly  it  shone  ; 
So  that  the  eye  could  not  endure  it  near : 
I  bowed  my  face :  and  he  approached  the  shore 
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In  such  n  Light  and  swiftly  moving  bark 

As  scarcely  left  a  trace  upoa  the  waves. 

Upon  tlie  poop  the  heavenly  pilot  stood, 

Beatitude  was  written  in  Ins  looks; 

More  than  an  huntlrnl  spirits  s;ii  within. 

Tit  exiltt  Israel  lie  sEgypto? 

Chanted  they  all  together  with  one  voice. 

Anil  all  the  rest  that  follows  of  that  psalm. 

He  made  the  sign  then  of  the  holy  cross. 

On  which  they  all  leaped  forth  upon  the  strand, 

And  he  departed  swift  as  he  had  come. 

The  multitude,  who  stayed  there,  foreigners 

Seemed  in  the  place,  the  while  they  gazed  around 

Like  to  a  man  who  meets  some  novelty. 

In  all  directious  now  shot  daylight  forth 
The  sun,  lh;U  with  1ns  >1iiiiinl;  arrows  had 
Chased  Capricorn 1  from  out  the  middle  sky  ; 
When  this  new  people  making  their  address 
To  us,  besought  us :  "  If  ye  are  informed, 
Show  us  the  way  the  mountain  to  ascend."  " 
And  Virgil  made  them  answer :  "  Ye  believe 
Perchance  that  we  arc  learned  in  this  place ; 
But  we  are  strangers  as  ye  are  yourselves  i 
Before  you  but  a  little  we  arrived, 
Along  another  way  so  rough  and  dread, 
That  hence  ascent  will  he  to  us  as  sport." 

The  spirits  who  were  now  of  mc  aware, 
Seeing  ine  breathe,  that  I  was  yet  alive. 
In  their  astonishment  became  all  pale  : 
And  as  to  one  that  bears  an  olive  branch 
The  people  flock  to  hear  intelligence, 

'  EwtrfftefinrtMrMofftLodr.,  "Wbm  taadaDMoatofBgjrpt." 

>  Wt.L'ii  Arks  tins  rw'ti  tin-  ti.-rinm.  I'..j,™',irti,  »hi,:!i  i-  iiin.'li 

1 1,  ji-.  i.-  .li.-i^ut  Iri  ill  A-i.-.  l:;i-  Uh  lilt-  iiLLriilian. 
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And  none  ia  seen  that  from  the  throng  hangs  back  ; 
In  like  sort  fastened  on  my  face  his  looks 
Each  one  among  these  spirits  fortunate. 
Forgetting  to  speed  onwards  to  be  fair. 

1  saw  one  of  them,  who  in  front  advanced 
Me  to  embrace,  with  an  alfection  such 
As  me  to  dn  (lie  selfsame  thing  impelled. 
Shadows  illusory,  except  to  sight  I 
Three  times  behind  liim  did  I  elasp  my  hands. 
And  times  as  many  brought  litem  to  my  breast. 
Jfethinks  I  showed  my  wonder  in  my  looks, 
For  smiled  the  shadow,  and  withdrew  himself, 
And  I  went  onwards,  as  I  followed  him. 
Softly  he  spoke  to  me,  that  I  should  halt ; 
Then  knew  I  who  it  was,  and  I  besought 
That  he  would  slay  awhile  to  speak  with  me. 
"E'en  as  I  loved  thee,"  he  for  answer  made. 
"  While  in  the  flesh,  so  love  I  now,  released  ; 
Therefore  I  stayed  :  but  wherefore  dost  thou  go  ?  "  H 

"O  my  Casella,'  to  return  again 
To  where  I  am,  this  journey  1  perform," 
1  said;  "  but  why  was  tlds  place  thee  denied  ? " 
Then  he  to  me ;  "  No  wrong  to  me  were  done. 
If  this  one,  choosing  whom  and  when  he  wills. 
This  passage  often  has  to  me  refused  ; 
For  of  his  own  just  pleasure  thus  lie  did. 
Rut  truly  for  three  months  he  has  received 
Freely  who  ever  would  embark  with  him : 
Whence  I,  at  that  time  on  the  shore  arrived,  "" 
Where  Tiber's  waters  first  are  dashed  with  salt. 
Benignant ly  was  taken  in  by  bim. 
Now  to  that  river's  mouth  he  steers  bis  wings, 

'  A  Plorenltru:  imlMiiian,  Mil  :,„  i„tiru:ilv  fritii.l  uf  Dalits.  Allusiud 
i-  malic  <■■  llii-  l.y  MiltMii  iS»iinct  win.). 
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1'or  always  it  is  there  that  lie  collects 
All  that  to  Acheron  do  not  descend."1 

Then  I :  "If  no  new  law  from  thee  lias  refl 
The  use  and  memory  of  the  song  of  love, 
To  quiet  all  my  fancies  that  was  wont. 
Prithee  with  it  some  consolation  give 
My  spirit,  that  witli  load  corporeal 
Arriving  here  is  so  much  overcome. 
"Love  (hut  converses  with  me  in  tug  thoughts"' 
Began  he  then  with  so  much  tenderness 
That  yet  within  me  does  its  sweetness  sound. 
My  guide,  and  I,  and  all  the  multitude 
That  was  with  him,  as  passing  well  were  pleased, 
As  if  no  other  cares  lay  on  our  minds. 
We  all  were  rooted  fast,  and  listening 
To  his  notes,  when  heliold  that  grand  old  man' 
Exclaiming:  "What  is  this,  ye  sluggard  souls? 
What  negligence,  what  backwardness  is  here? 
Haste  to  the  mountain  to  strip  off  the  slough, 
Which  suffers  not  God  by  you  to  be  seen." 

As  when,  to  pick  a  field  of  corn  or  tares, 
Pigeons  assembled  at  their  feeding  time. 
Quiet,  and  showing  not  their  wonted  pride, 
If  should  appear  a  thing  to  frighten  them 
All  on  a  sudden  will  desert  their  food, 


*  Tim  nctuiil  date  uf  CueUVg  death  baa  not  been  prwmd,  ]j 

"■uuldsreni  tint  hchnd  i*.rii<linul  fur...  -iiil-  ti  ,  .ind  that  Dunteiumrrii 

to  find  him  oulyjuHt  nrrm-j]  1i-  i-iiV;  ufi.i:j  the  licncJiU  of  Tiirpal 
This  in  exuliined  by  (lie  r-nl.  ..f  I  W]]n,  »-hr>  |»intH  out  the  gei 
discretion  of  the  nULit.].  ly  v.  I  _  i  -  - 1  l  [tr:  Klti  'khiyeil.  iinii  iiokiin  .^^-L<j 
that  he  has  portiri]mnvi  in  the  ailvaututi^  r.f  llie  Jubilee,  which 
been  going  on  ainc*>  tfi.'  i»-,:i  lining  .if  (ii-  y.-nr,  and  during  which 
angel  was  to  eouvuy  nil  '■■■nl.",  rJ,,t  -■u-rrijilly  condemned,  at  one 
Purgatory,  from  hi*       .if  i1»j.:irtiirr>  :it  i In-  mmith  of  the  Tilier. 
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Because  by  greyer  euros  thoy  are  assailed ; 

So  noted  I  (his  novel  company 

Break  from  Hip  song,  and  wheel  towards  the  mount 

Like  one  alio  runs  ami  knows  not  where  bo  goes, 

For  our  departure  was  in  no  loss  haste. 
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CANTO  III. 


TCIE  MOUNTAIN  OP  PUBOATOBr.— MAS  FRED. 

Although  this  sudden  putting  lu  tlie  rout 
Had  scattered  them  about  upon  the  plain. 
Back  to  the  hill  turned,  whither  reason  urge)! ; 
1  to  my  sure  companion  joined  myself, 
For  how  without  him  could  I  have  gone  on? 
Who  would  have  led  me  upwards  to  the  mount  ? 
llcmorseful  seemed  lie  for  himself  to  be  : 

0  noble  conscience,  and  without  a  stain, 

1  !uw  tin'  least  failing  gives  I  lire  bitter  pangs  ! 

Soon  as  his  feet-  rri-o\r:vd  from  thai  haste, 
Which  strips  its  dignity  from  every  act; 
My  mind,  which  hitherto  had  been  confined. 
Enlarged  the  scope  in  which  it  took  delight. 
And  I  my  face  towards  the  mountain  turned 
To  heaven  that  rises  highest  from  the  sea. 
The  sun  in  ruby  light,  which  glowed  behind. 
In  front  was  intercepted  by  my  form. 
Because  ill  me  his  beams  resistance  found. 
1  looked  around  beside  me,  in  the  fear 
That  I  was  left  alone,  when  I  observed 
Before  me  only  that  the  ground  was  dark  ; 
And  my  consoler,  "  Why  dost  thou  still  doubt  ?  " 
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Wholly  tamed  round  to  me,  began  to  say  : 

"Tbinkest  me  not  still  with  thee,  and  thy  guide? 

Now  it  is  evening  where  in  burial  lies 

The  body  within  which  1  did  cost  shade  : 

Naples  now  holds  it,  from  Brundusium  sent,1 

Whence  that  in  front  of  me  no  shadow  lies. 

Thou  shouldst  not  marvel,  more  than  at  the  Spheres, 

That  one  does  not  another's  light  obstruct.  ™ 

To  suffer  torments,  and  both  heat  and  cold 

Similar  bodies  Highest  Power  appoints, 

But  how  it  does  so,  wills  not  to  reveal.' 

Foolish  is  he,  who  hopes  that  our  reason 

Can  ever  penetrate  the  infinite  way 

Which  in  Three  Persons  does  one  Substance  hold. 

0  human  race,  with  reason  lie  content : 
Tor  if  je  had  been  able  to  see  all. 

No  need  had  been  for  Mary  to  give  birth  : 
And  you  have  seen  desire,  but  with  no  fruit,  " 
Some,  who  if  any,  would  have  slaked  the  thirst 
For  ever  set  before  them  for  their  pain  ; 

1  speak  of  Aristotle  and  of  Plato 

And  many  others."  Here  he  bon  ed  his  face 
And  he  no  more  said,  and  perplexed  remained. 

Meanwhile  we  came  unto  the  mountain's  foot : 
We  found  the  rock  here  so  precipitous, 
That  feet  in  vain  to  mount  it  would  assay. 
'Twist  Lerici  and  Turbia,'  the  most  wild. 
The  most  sequestered  pathway  were  a  stair  " 
Open  and  easy  when  compared  to  this. 
"Who  knows  now  on  which  side  llir  uinimtimi  slopes," 
My  Master  said,  the  while  his  steps  he  stayed, 

1  Vircil  died  at  Hnin.hihiL.il.  lull  wns  hurt.- J  nt  Naples. 
;  iV.luil.lv ->!-■[■..(,■. IKTh.. n, as. \(|uin:^    Sn niimi  Ti.i .  1.  i li.  Sn[.|.l.  -:i 
'  Fhursnt  Mi.-  run-iuitii-s  .if  Hi,-  llm,™  li  rril.ii.    Tin-  lir-t  iiiti, 
RpnUI ;  the  latter  near  Mrnincn. 
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"So  that  one  might  ascend  who  lias  not  wings." 
And  while  his  fact;  he  held  towards  the  earth 
Ricking  his  thoughts  of  whin;  the  way  should  be, 
And  I  was  gazing  upwards  round  tho  rock; 
Upon  the  li-i't  baud  there  appeared  a  troop 
Of  spirils  who  towards  us  moved  their  feet. 
And  yet  seemed  not,  so  slowly  did  they  come. 

"Lift  up  thine  eyes,"  t  to  my  Master  said : 
"  liehold  here  those  who  will  their  counsel  give, 
If  thou  within  thyself  possesscst  none." 
Then  he  looked  cm  me,  and  with  cheerful  air 
Replied :  "  Let  us  go  thither ;  they  come  slow  ; 
And  thou,  bcloveVI  son,  thy  hope  sustain." 

This  people  was  still  from  us  as  far  off. 
After  n  thousand  paws  toward  them  made, 
As  a  good  thrower  with  his  hand  might  cast; 
When  they  all  drew  hack  to  the  solid  rocks 
Of  the  steep  bank,  and  close  arrayed  stood  still. 
As  one  who  goes  in  doubt  to  look  might  stand. 
"  0  well  accomplished,  O  souls  now  elect !" 
Virgil  began  thus  to  them,  "  by  that  peace 
Which  wails  as  1  believe  for  all  of  you, 
Inform  us  in  what  part  the  mountain  slopes, 
Where  to  climb  upwards  it  is  possible : 
1'or  him  who  knows  most,  loss  of  time  most  grieves 

Like  unto  .sheep  tlni  issue  from  the  fold 
Iiy  one,  by  two,  by  three,  while  stand  the  rest 
Frightened,  and  turn  to  earth  the  eye  and  nose : 
And  what  the  tirst  does,  so  do  all  tiic  rest, 
(Jrmnliug  upon  his  back,  if  he  should  stop, 
Artless  and  meek  nor  know  tin-  reason  why; 
So  I  saw  move  to  come  to  us  the  van. 
At  that  time,  of  this  blessed  company. 
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Mtidcst  in  looks,  and  noble  in  their  gait. 
"When  those  who  first  stood,  interrupted  saw 
The  light  upon  the  ground,  on  my  right  side, 
So  that  o  shnde  fell  from  me  on  the  rock. 
They  stopped,  and  something  backward  drew  them- 
selves ; 

Ajid  all  the  others  who  behind  them  came. 
Not  knowing  wherefore,  did  the  self-same  thing. 

"Without  your  asking  I  confess  to  you 
That  what,  ye  look  on  is  a  mortal  shape. 
Wherefore  the  sun's  light  on  the  ground  is  cleft : 
Marvel  ye  not  at  it ;  but  understand 
That  not  without  a  virtue,  heaven-sent, 
He  seeks  this  barrier  to  overcome." 
The  Master  thus  ;  and  that  deserving  hand  1 
Said:  "Turn  ye  J  forwards  enter  in  with  us  ;" 
Making  a  sign  to  us  with  beckoning  hands. 
And  one  of  them  began  to  speak  :  "  Whoe'er 
Thou  art  thus  going,  turn  thy  countenance. 
Consider  if  thou  hast  in  life  seen  me." 

I  turned  towards  him,  and  looked  on  him  straight  : 
He  wns  fair,  handsome,  and  of  gracious  mien  ; 
But  had  one  evubruv  r-rsvml  by  a  gash. 
After  I  had  denied  submissively 
That  I  had  ever  seen  iiim ;  he  said :  "  Look  :" 
And  showed  a  wound  upon  his  upper  breast. 
Then  he  addressed  us  smiling  :  "  I  am  Manfred, 
Grandson  that  of  the  Empress  Constance  '  was ; 
Wherefore  I  pray  of  thee,  at  thy  return, 
Go  to  my  daughter  fair,1  progenitress 
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Of  Sicily's  honour,  and  of  Arragon's ; 

Tell  her  the  truth,  if  different  ought  is  told. 

After  I  had  been  in  ray  body  struck 

Hy  mortal  wounds  twain,  I  gave  up  myself 

Willi  tears  to  Him  who  pardons  willingly.  '" 

How  terrible  wen:  mine  iniquities!1 

But  goodness  infinite  lias  so  wide  an  arm, 

That  it  embraees  him  who  turns  to  it. 

And  if  Coscn/a's  pastor,  to  the  hunt 

Of  inc,  who  was  by  Clement  then  dispatched, 

Had  duly  read  this  portion  of  God's  word," 

My  corse's  bones  to  this  day  would  remain 

l:::ou  thu  hriii^e-Mul,  in'iir  to  lii-m-vviito, 

Under  the  keeping  of  the  ponderous  mound. 
Now  washes  iheiu  the  rain,  and  stirs  the  wind,  "' 
Out  of  the  Kingdom  on  the  Verde's  shore. 
Whither  he  moved  them  with  extinguished  lights.' 

"  Nothing  is  by  their  malcdirjuiiiii  In?:, 
}'or  love  eternal  will  not  turn  away, 
So  long  as  hope  has  any  (lowers  of  green, 
'lis  true,  whoever  dies  in  contumacy 
Of  Holy  Church,  although  at  last  repentant, 
Must  stand  excluded  from  this  boundary, 
A  period  thirty  tiinus  tlie  space  lie  stood 
In  his  presumption  ;  if  this  ordinance  "' 

'  Mrmfreil  ii'H  s  ll.-'ilsisl  .if  l::Liii,i'  111:1  l.j.  l.  .1  Jlis  fiti.i-l,  n  Hit  ]|  in  l.r-..|  Lit 

Conrad,  mil  of  iittr:iiij.ii:ia  ■■:  f.-.I.-  t,  hi.  nui  lit"'  (,'onmdin. 

:  Xiiniilv.  Hint  in  ivl:  b.-U  iiii-f-.-  i-  in-  in-il  t-i  rvpi'iitaiit  siiinora. 

*  r].ui  his  it.  -iTtii  n  l.v  tin-  :\j  ulvi  :.■:]■■. i-.  :l  the  l.nttlt  .if  BenevflnUr, 
Manfred  threw  hiniwlf  into  the  llii.-k  ..f  id,-  BLihl  mid  ™  kilted.  At 
the  cud  of  three  i!:ii.<  hi.  Ii-.ly  m:,-  f  .iiii.l,  iHid,  I iv  oriliT  of  Chin-tea  uf 
Aiij'Ui,  ri-...  ii,i..l  thu  tiiioi.iira  of  military  burinl  under  H  tniLT1  i:i..iunl  '.1 
stoma.  Afttntardii  hi*  reinmiis  wi-rr  ilii.L-U.~l  by  thu  Ilislioj)  of 
(.'"«-tibi,  U-..1:.  uf  Cl.-ii.Mit  llli,  .m.l  ri  iiiiiv.-.l  ..lit  .if  the  kingdom  of 
Nri|-1..H  uhj.;h  I,.,  hii'l  Ui.ti  1-in lt" ,  "ill;  [In.-  ril'.-s  i  f  .-v.-.niiniLiiii- 
eiliun.  The  river  .-:i!L-il  VVr.ir  is  (he  Hariclimn,  kin-wn  lij  t]wl  lams 
in  Dante's  time  (Fa,  Till.  B3>.  It  divides  the  kiiii-l-m  ..f  N^.lna  frr-in 
the  I 'in r.j hi ■ii:i.  mid  wns  llie  I'Hi'i.tirv  ni..,-(.  e.isity  ii<ves--ih!(i  fr  .ni 
Bencvento. 
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By  gouil  men's  orisnns  In*  not  abridged. 
Therefore  see  thou,  if  thou  must  mnkc  me  glad. 
To  my  good  C'oiistiince  milking  thy  report 
I  lav  thou  hasl  seen  rac,  and  of  this  exclusion ; 
For  litre  we  profit  much  by  tlim  in  life." 


CANTO  IV. 


ENTRANCE  INTO  TIIK  ODTBR  CIRCLES  OF  FUROATUnV. 
THE  INDOLENT.— BELAOgl! A. 

When  in  enjoy  mi' tit  or  in  sufl'eriiig 
Which  any  of  our  senses  occupies 

Arid  this  disproves  that  error  which  believes: 
That  one  mind  with  a  second,  iir  us  bums:1 


J  Til.-  !>|>illiiill  tll.lt  twi]  numb  iji   man,  tun.-  ntiiilinl  Itmi  (il.o 

MTI-il.in-,  was  i'..ITii;Lllv  .■..:!.].  ir:ii.  .  I  I  .v  Iv^kr^i  I  p.  i.f.  rnl  I '  .tui.-i  i  }|i.  i<l  -K 
r..qi-t.i[,lir...[.k-  in  Mil*.  SLe  ;iI-.i  T.  Ai|uiriiiH,  Hinriiita,  i.  ?«,  3.  If 
then!  were  U- Kuril  niirnls.  -in.-  m^iit  1-e  Likiuj  n.4..-  i.ftiiiii-  while  tlio 
other  was  cnijii;.-.!  »-;t]i  tin-  e<l.;ri[;il  -tit-ef.     lint  nu  i.nu  sense  |f,ir 

install...,  tiiiTlnf  l.i-.-mni:,  I  .-:m  •■Hi  te  liir  la(.-  ..f  lime,  l..-all-ie  this 

T'."| nil' ■-  rfie  e\.  tvi--  ren-.i.iL,  m  ■[  r.;i~'n  in  i . 1 1 L v  i-,.-^-..-l  tiy  tlie  mintl 
ie-.]f.     Tin:.  I'.'ii:  ii"  (lie  win.li-  ininil  i>  i  il/]1..-.-..!  lie  iitt^iiti'in  (fir 
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And  therefore  when  w  e  see  or  hear  a  tiling, 

Which  to  itself  the  mind  attentive  holds. 

Time  passes  by,  and  we  are  not  aware ; 

For  different  is  the  faculty  which  hears. 

From  that  which  is  possessed  by  the  whole  mind ; 

The  first  is  active,  but  enchained  the  last. 

Of  this  I  had  a  true  experience. 

Hearing  that  spirit  and  admiring  him; 

1'or  fifty  full  degrees  was  risen  up 

The  sun,  and  I  had  not  observed  it,  when 

We  came  to  where  those  spirits  all  at  once 

Called  out  to  us :  "  What  ye  demand  is  here  !  " 

A  larger  opening  oft  times  blocks  up 
With  but  a  single  fork-load  of  his  thorns 
The  husbandman,  what  time  the  grape  turns  dark, 
Than  was  the  pathway,  by  which  upwards  went 
My  Master,  and  1  close  to  him,  alone. 
When  from  us  did  break  olf  that  company. 
Men  reach  San  Leo,  down  to  Noli  go, 
Or  mount  the  summit  of  Hismautua,* 
With  feet  alone ;  hut  here  a  man  must  fly  : 
1  moan  with  active  wiiicrs,  and  with  tile  plumes 
Of  earnest  will,  as  I  pursued  that  guide 
Who  gave  me  confidence  and  showed  me  light. 

Within  the  fissured  rock  we  upwards  went. 
On  either  side  upon  us  pressed  the  wall, 
While  underneath,  its  floor  craved  hands  and  feet. 
When  we  arrived  above  the  higher  edge 
Of  the  high  scarp  upon  the  open  hill; 

iTpunitfacf''        ™  1"'t*t        10  f"™  *  ^°li8"'CD 

reck;  Nlili.  .it  if',  I  -.1  i  I"  I  .IJ^  ,1  li:  ,;!.!., [l,:.  ■!  11,!:  mm  tvinl.r  uf 
1  iiTi.i  t.rnl.J '  :  Hi^Uiiin'-.l.t.  ;b  1  .fly  Full  ill  ft.—i  i,  V  ill. ll;Ll  Ml :i .11 
nulj'  actessitilc  b)T  *  nJUTOW  winding  road. 


I  said :  "  My  Master,  which  way  shall  we  take  ?  " 
Then  he  to  me :  "  Let  not  thy  steps  recede, 
But  mounting  after  me,  gain  011  the  lull, 
Until  some  sage  conductor  shall  appear." 

So  high  the  summit  was,  it  hafHed  sight,  * 
And  at  a  greater  angle  sloped  the  flank 
Than  line  from  centre  to  inid-rmadraut  drawn.3 
I  was  exhausted,  and  I  thus  began : 
"  0  my  sweet  fit  titer,  turn  r.lice  and  behold 
How  I  must  rest  alone,  unless  thou  stayest." 
"My  son,"  he  said,  "push  onwards  far  as  there;" 
Showing  a  terrace  something  higher  up, 
Which  from  that  part  winds  all  around  the  mount. 

These  words  of  his  in  such  wise  spurred  mo  on, 
That  I  made  effort,  crawling  after  him 
Until  the  winding  road  lay  at  my  feet. 
Here  for  repose  wc  both  of  us  sat  down. 
Turned  to  the  east,  from  whence  we  had  ascended, 
for  looking  on  the  past  is  wont  to  please. 

Mine  eyes  I  turned  first  to  the  lower  slopes. 
Lifted  them  to  the  sun  then,  marvelling 
That  we  were  smote  by  it  on  the  left  hand  side. 
Noted  the  Poet  well,  how  I  remained 
Wholly  astonished  by  the  car  of  light, 
Because  between  us  and  the  north  it  went.  '" 
"  If  Castor,"  he  to  me  then  said,  "and  Pollux' 

'  That  in  at  an  *nBle  greater  than  flirty-five  degrees. 

that  is  to  the  in -rr I'  iU\:i  n.-.  ii-  "Hie!]  he' is,'  his  place  (expressed  as 
tbe  part  uf  the  Z,.li.i::  ru.ldv  l,v  Li-  Iwkli.  uvul.l  be  even  mere  to 

the  north.     Ami  tb^  is  :l  i-mil.«i>i[U.»  f  tli.-  Mir>'»  t<<ing  wen  frulii  tie 

M.mth  df  till'  L-.|nat.  r  .ului'li  ii  "iiid  b,  Ik  ktw,ci,  iviriler  awl  tbe  nun— 
ur  Bummer— because  the  •!!»,  in  moving  from  sinter  lo  suinrusr,  crosses 
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Were  tlie  companions  of  that  mirrored  orb, 
Upwards  and  down  which  sheds  abroad  its  light, 
Thou  wouldst  observe  the  ruddy  zodiac 
lievukm^  still  more  nearly  to  the  Bears, 
Unless  from  its  accustomed  path  it  strayed. 
How  tliis  should  be  so,  if  thou  wouldst  conceive, 
Reflect  that  Sinn,  reasoning  with  thyself. 
Stands  on  the  earth,  together  with  this  mount. 
So  that  they  both  the  same  horizon  have, 
But  different  hemispheres:  and  hence  the  course 
Which  hapless  Phaeton  knew  not  bow  to  run. 
Thou  wilt  see  how  to  this  must  ever  seem 
On  one,  to  that  upon  the  other  side ; 
If  clearly  (Int."  limit  uudcrst.'uuliug  heed." 

"  Never  before,  0  Master  mine,"  I  said, 
"  Perceived  I  clearly,  as  I  now  perceive, 
This  tiling  in  which  mine  intellect  fell  short; 
That  the  mid  circle  of  the  highest  motion, 
Called  the  equator  in  a  certain  art. 
Which  always  lies  'hvixt  winter  and  the  sun, 
]''or  the  cause  thou  assigned,  lies  from  hence 
In  northerly  direction,  while  the  Hebrews 
Tow  ards  the  warmer  region  looked  on  it. 
But,  if  it  pleases  thee,  I  fain  would  know 
How  long  our  way  is ;  for  the  mountain  soars 
Higher  aloft  than  can  mine  eyes  attain." 
Then  he  to  me  said  :  "Such  this  mountain  is. 
That  aye  beneath  commencing  it  is  hard. 
Becoming  ea.ii'r  iis  one  higher  climbs. 
And  when  it  shall  become  to  thee  so  smooth, 
That  the  ascending  to  thee  will  be  light 
As  in  a  pinnace  to  float  down  Ihe  stream, 
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Tliou  wilt  have  riMtln.il  t  ho  ending  of  this  path: 
There  to  repose  thy  weariness  expect  i 
Further  I  soy  not :  this  I  know  for  truth." 

And  as  he  made  an  ending  of  his  words, 
Sounded  a  voice  close  by  to  us  :  "  Perchance 
Thou  first  will  he  obliged  to  seek  repose." 
On  hearing  it,  we  each  of  us  turned  round,  ' 
And  saw  upon  the  left  hand  a  great  rock. 
Of  which  nor  he,  nor  I  had  taken  note. 
Thither  we  bent  our  way  :  and  men  were  there 
Standing  within  the  shadow  of  the  crag, 
As  men  arc  wont  to  stand  in  idleness : 
And  one  of  them,  who  looked  as  if  fatigued, 
Was  sitting  [Did  was  eloping  bin  own  knees, 

"  0  my  sweet  Master,"  1  exclaimed,  "behold 
This  man,  who  shows  himself  more  indolent,  1 
Than  if  Sloth  had  his  very  sister  been." 
Then  he  turned  to  us,  and  regarded  us, 
Kiii-lng  bis  eve  alone  along  bis  thigh. 
And  said:  "Tliou  mayst  ascend,  for  thou  art  bold." 
'['hen  knew  I  who  it  was  :  and  the  fatigue 
Which  yet  a  little  made  my  breathing  quick, 
lYam  going  to  him  held  me  not;  and  when 
I  came  to  him,  be  barely  raised  bis  head, 
Saying :  "  Hast  thou  well  noted  how  the  sun 
Urges  his  chariot  on  the  left  hand  side  P  " 
His  doggish  movements,  and  his  brief  address 
Something  my  lips  persuaded  to  a  smile ; 


Digitized  by  Google 


PCRGATOItY. 


Art  here?  dost  thou  for  o  conductor  wait. 

Or  has  thy  wonted  habit  seized  on  thee  ? 

Then  lie  :  "  What  boots  it,  brother,  to  ascend  ? 

For  through  the  trials  will  not  let  me  pass 

Cod's  iingd,  who  above  the  portal  sits. 

For  first  must  heaven  so  long  make  me  roam,  ™ 

Outside  of  it,  as  in  my  life  I  was. 

For  I  delayed  my  good  vows  to  its  end, 

Unless  before  then  to  mine  aid  come  prayers, 

Ascending  forth  from  hearts  that  live  in  grace  : 

What  others  stead  ?  In  heaven  they  are  not  heard." 

But  now  the  Poet  on  before  me  climbed, 
And  said :  "  Come  onwards  ;  note  how  has  attained 
Tile  sun  to  the  meridian  ;  on  the  side 
Night  with  her  footsteps  covers  now  Morocco." 1 

"  Morocco  atari.]*  f..r  tlm  «Lre:u<!  nuri,  n  itirt  ..f  [lie  earth  ninety 
ilogrcea  dUta.DE  I'imiil  .rmi.-rJ.  :a  haa  HU*d  fi,r 

Hit  ..i-t;  ii.nl  it  is  imlwilwl  tlmt  Winn  la  nt  mn  nt  tho 

Mountain  of  Purgatory,  it  is  0  p.  x.  st  Morocco,  at  which  hour  night 
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Till!  PENITENT  IN  VIOLENT  DEATH. -E  [TO  NCOS  TE  DA 
M  ONTEF  ELTRO.— PI  A, 

I  WAS  already  from  those  shadows  gone 
And  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  my  guide. 
When  behind  pointing  at  me  with  his  finger, 
One  cried :  "  Behold  how  not  to  shine  is  seen 
The  sunlight  on  the  left  of  him  below, 
And  he  behaves  like  one  that  ia  alive." 
Mine  eyes  1  turned  on  hearing  of  these  word*. 
And  all  in  wonderment  I  saw  him  gaze 
On  me  alone,  and  on  the  broken  light. 

"  Wherefore  so  greatly  is  thy  mind  perplexed," 
My  Master  said,  "  as  to  delay  thy  steps  ? 
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To  thee  what  is  it,  if  he  mutter  there? 
Keep  close  to  me  :  let  them  aay  what  they  will 
Stand  as  o  tower  firm,  that  never  stirs 
Ms  summit  at  the  blowing  of  the  winds : 
Ever  the  man  in  whom  thought  rises  up 
Oil  thought,  [Ict'urs  the  purpose  of  his  mind. 
Because  the  force  of  one  the  other  weakens." 

What  could  I  answer  him,  except,  "  I  come  " 
1  said  it  something  with  that  colour  flushed, 
Which  at  such  Mini's  commends  a  man  to  grace 
And  then  along  the  side,  and  meeting  us, 
Something  in  front  of  us  a  people  came. 
Singing  Ihc  Mi.iertre  verse  by  verse. 
When  they  perceived  that  I  allowed  no  way 
For  passage  of  the  sunlight  through  my  form, 
They  changed  their  singing  to  a  long  deep  I  Hi : 
And  two  of  them  in  form  of  messengers, 
Ran  out  to  meet  us,  ami  besought  of  me  : 
"  Make  as  acquainted  with  what  is  your  state." 
Then  said  the  Master  to  them  :  "  Ye  may  go, 
And  carry  back  to  those  who  ordered  you, 
That  this  man's  body  is  of  real  flesh. 
If  to  ohserve  his  shadow  they  delayed, 
As  I  suppose,  tins  is  their  full  reply; 
Him  let  them  honour,  for  he  may  be  dear." 

Ignited  vapours  I  ne'er  saw  so  quick 
To  cleave  the  sky  serene  in  early  night, 
( lr  clouds  in  August  at  the  si'ltiug  son. 
As  these  returned  upon  their  upward  way ; 
Ami  joining  with  tier  others  towards  us  came. 
Rushing  like  troop-horses  without  a  rein. 
"This  race  which  crowds  to  us  is  numerous, 
And  to  beseech  thee  come,"  the  I'6ct  said  : 
"  Therefore  advance,  and  listen  as  thou  goesl." 


"O  Soul,  prowclitiLr  to  t liy  happiness, 
With  tlie  same  members  with  which  thou  wast  horn," 
They  aunt-  exclaiming,  "  stay  tliy  steps  awhile. 
Note  well,  if  thou  hast  any  of  us  seen, 
That  to  tht;  world  tlum  maysl  bear  news  of  him  :  " 
Why  dost  advance?    O  wherefore  dost  not  stay  ? 
We  all  uf  us  were  slain  by  violence, 
And  we  were  sinners  to  our  latest  day  : 
Then  heavenly  mercy  to  us  (Taming  gave. 
Such  that  in  penitence  and  pardon,  forth 
We  went  from  life,  and  reconciled  to  God, 
Who  filled  our  hearts  with  longing  for  his  sight." 
Then  I :  "  Although  1  have  your  faces  viewed. 
Not  one  1  recognise :  hut  what  ye  wish, 

0  happv  souls,  of  what  I  can  perform. 
Say  vc and  I  will  do  it  by  that  peace. 
Which,  following  the  footsteps  of  this  guide, 
Has  led  me  wandering  from  world  to  world." 
ISegan  then  one :'  "  We  all  of  us  rely 

On  thy  good  purposes  wiihout  an  nath, 

If  inability  check  not  thy  will. 

Whence  I,  thai  speak  alone  before  the  rest, 

Demand  of  thee  if  e'er  thou  see'st  the  land 

Which  lies  'twiit  that  of  Carlo  and  Eomagna, 

That  thou  ivouldst  courteous  be  and  make  request  '* 

In  Fano,  that  there  men  may  pray  for  me, 

That  1  may  purge  away  my  heavy  crimes  : 

1  was  of  that,  place,  but  the  gashes  deep 
Whence  rushed  the  blood,  in  which  T  did  exist, 

1  Tills  il  I:u!"[i'i  ilul  l.':i.-.":r.i.  a.  ritizm  i.f  Vntin,  in  Aiiimciii,  ivbii'li  i> 
(Wriln-fl  as  kbi!  i h ■  r  o  •  •■ : i  li..t.irini:L,  :n  ii  tin'  U-rril'.ry  uf  Na]il.w,  uf 
"1,^1,  ninrlf-s  Siiri.  h-.--.Ti  ..f  L'lK.rL.-s  ;C  Ai,j..u,  w  kbi.  lit  ti.'ul  li.vn 
f  .M.-,ni-lr:il.'  "I"  H-.l..,!ii:i,  ami  ™  .in  hh  war  fn  iib  \':::m  <■•  Miliiu, 
bv  Veni™  anil  Fri'lin.  t"  iu-miui.-  til.'  k.-uii"  ..lii,-..  1h,  r.-.  Ke.tr  Oriniw 
in  On--  l.-iTilirr  i.f  J'::iiii.i  1: - i  1  - r  1 .  1.  ■  !  .v.  linviii^  [...lii  t':iu  lr-i  br  A:it.  :i.  ti 
I  in  ti-iw  in.ii^iiwUil  1?  til.'  I'tnissiiriwi  nf  Aim  3rd,  of  Kst^  whose 
oneroy  he  had  been  at  lttlfi«nfl. 
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Wens  dealt  me  'mongst  the  Antcnorenns, 
The  place  in  which  I  thought  (o  be  more  safe  : 
The  d'Este  did  it;  for  he  hated  me 
]!i;_njnd  tin:  point  to  be  content  with  riirlit,. 
But  if  I  had  mv  1 L □  j-rl ■  c  townnts  }lira"  bent. 
When  I  was  overta'en  at  Oriaco, 
I  vet  liad  been  upon  the  breathing  world. 
I  fled  to  the  morass  ;  the  mire  and  reeds 
So  held  mo  that  I  fell,  and  there  I  saw 
Upon  the  ground  a  pool  made  from  my  veins." 

Then  spoke  another :  "  As  maj*  that  desire. 
Which  to  the  high  mount  draws  thee,  be  fulfilled, 
With  holy  piety  encourage  mine. 
I  am  Buoncontc,1  once  of  Montefcltro, 
Nor  Giovanna  heeds  me,  nor  the  rest, 
Whence  among  these  I  go  with  face  of  shame."  *' 
Then  I  to  him :  "  What  violence  or  chance 
So  far  from  Cninpaldino  wrested  thee. 
That  never  yet  thy  burial  place  was  known  ?  " 

"Alas  ! "  he  said,  "  by  Casentino'a  plain 
There  (lows  a  river,  Archiano 1  called, 
Which  over  Errao  springs  in  the  Apennine. 
To  where  that  appellation  disappears 
I  came  :  I  was  sore  wounded  in  the  throat, 
Flying  on  foot,  and  bloodying  the  plain. 
I  lost  my  [lower  of  sight  here,  and  my  voiee  m 
Died  with  the  name  of  Mary ;  on  that  spot 

1  Mini  Lh  tin  the  direct  mail  from  OrflOO  to  Him,  mill  if  he  had 
kv  pt  to  that  iu&lm.l  ■  f  turning  n.-i.li-  into  1.1  Lr;  Mini, lira,  he  miglit  hnvo 

1  Ho..tn-.iiiU',  si-ii  i  f  tiniilo  (l.i  JI  ,nti'!V!!ni,  ami  !ii:-li:nnl  of  Ui.muma, 
Ml  MtheUllloi.r  t\ii!|.iiMiii..  i  [^■'.'if.iiii.'hliic.-ir  ICLWua,  in  C'lHtilimi, 
tin-  vallev  i Till-  Ait...  Ami  .  ;  anil  Ijih  t~.lv  u-us  imyit  f.iiiniL 

*  Tho  Archiiino  is  a  mountain -rt™iu,  i.  Ii  f.-JI«  into  the  A  mo 
in'ar  ltililiii-  i;i.  riiL.I  i]',  -,  ifi  (in.  AM^iiiii.'  -  al-  ivrinii  uln-  tl.Tniit.tu'  t, 
which  »aa  the  earlk-l  !■  Tivcnl  (if  tin-  it.I.t  i.f  tin:  fa  Inn  Idol  it». 
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I  fell,  and  all  alone  my  body  lay. 

I  will  the  truth  tell :  thou  on  earth  repeat  it. 

(ind's  arigi'l  .-ci/i-d  on  me,  and  he  of  Hell 

Cried  out :  0  thou  of  Heaven,  why  do? t  rob  me  ? 

Thou  claimest  to  hear  oil'  his  part  eternal, 

For  one  small  tear,  which  rescues  him  from  me; 

But  with  the  rest,  I  otherwise  w  ill  deal.' 

Thou  knowest  well  how  in  the  air  collects 

The  humid  vapour  which  in  rain  returns 

Soon  as  it  drifts  wlicre  it  is  met  by  cold. 

He  joined  the  had  will,  which  bad  only  seeks. 

With  reason,  aud  he  stirred  the  rack  and  wind, 

By  virtue  of  the  skill  his  nature  gave. 

Wherefore  the  valley,  when  the  day  was  spent, 

From  Pratomagno 1  to  the  heights,  lie  shut 

In  clouds,  and  over  them  disposed  ilu-  sky 

So  that  the  laden  air  to  water  turned : 

The  rainstorm  fell,  and  down  the  runnels  came 

Sucli  of  it  as  the  soil  could  not  drills'  up  : 

And  as  it  happens  with  important  streams. 

Towards  the  chief  river  with  such  mighty  speed 

Headlong  it  ran,  that  nothing  held  it  back. 

My  stilFetied  body  at  its  opening 

The  chafing  Archian  found,  anil  bore  it  on 

To  Arno,  loosiug  on  my  breast  the  cross 

Which  I  had  made  when  spent  in  agony  ; 

Against  its  banks  it  dashed  me,  and  its  bed ; 

Then  covered  me  and  girt  me  with  its  spoil." 

"  What  time  thou  art  unto  the  world  returned, 
Am!  art  recruited  from  thy  journey  long; " 
A  third  soul  to  the  second  followed  thus, 
"  Have  me  in  thy  remembrance :  I  am  Pia :  * 
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Si™n;i  bore  mi'  ;  the:  Miirenmm  slew  : 

Of  Hub  he  knows,  who  gave  me  once  the  ring 

With  his  own  jewel  whin  he  wedded  me." 

alic  vast  tlirown  fr..m  tin'  uiml'K  ..f  liin  rastlr  nil  Lhn  BCii-ciaHi,  in 
t\mt  In1  illicit  marry  aiinElier. 
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TDM  PENITENT  IN  VIOLENT  DEATH  OONTUtUED.— TEB  EKFICACT 
OF  m.M'ER.-SOHUELI.O. 

When  from  a  game  at  hazard  men  break  up, 

The  loser  stays  behind  disconsolate, 

ftepeats  the  throws,  and  sadly  studies  them  ; 

But  with  the  other  Hocks  the  company : 

Iu  front  some  pluck  him,  and  some  from  the  rear, 

While  others  claim  acquaintance  at  his  side  : 

He  makes  no  stay ;  replies  to  all  of  them ; 

Ho  crowds  do  more,  to  whom  the  hand  is  reached. 

And  from  the  throng  lie  thus  defends  himself.' 

Such  was  I,  iu  that  thronging  multitude, 

Turning  my  face  to  them  on  every  side, 

And  from  them  dvnl  njvsulf  with  promises. 
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And  lie  that  as  he  made  pursuit  was  drowned.1 

Hitc  too  besought  me  with  extended  hands 

Federiga  Noveflo,'  and  of  Pisa  he' 

Who  proved  the  fortitude  of  good  Marzucco. 

I  saw  Count  Orso,'  and  that  spirit  reft 

liy  jealousy  and  envy  from  its  flesh,  " 

As  he  asserted,  and  for  no  fault  done; 

T  mean  Pierre  de  la  Brossc    and  let  take  heed 

While  yet  she  lives,  the  lady  of  Brabant, 

Lost  for  this  tiling  with  a  worse  troop  she  herd. 

When  disengaged  I  found  myself  from  all 
These  shades,  who  only  prayed  for  others'  prayers, 
That  their  becoming  holy  might  be  quick  ; 
1  spoke :  "To  me  it  seems  that  thou  den  jest, 
O  my  light,  in  a  certain  text  expressed, 
That  prayer  can  alter  the  decrees  of  heaven  :*  " 
And  yet  for  this,  this  people  supplicate. 
In  vain  then  will  their  expectation  be, 
Or  are  by  me  thy  words  not  understood  ?  " 

He  then  to  me :  "  What  I  have  writ  is  plain, 
Nor  will  the  hopes  of  these  be  falsified 
If  well  thou  thinkest  with  sound  intellect ; 
Because  the  height  of  justice  does  not  stoop, 

1  Cliinc  do'  Tailati  of  Arqizn,  win  was  carnal  I.}-  liii  hone  int..  the 
Arno  and  dr.nrnrd,  whik'  in  |iumuit  .if  Citrtniu  "f  1 1 1 •  ■  I!i..-t..]i  f.milv, 
with  whom  he  was  at  enmity. 

1  Sim  of  the  i:..imt  liui'l'  'ii  R'.iiir".  Hi;  nr.,1  tilled  by  one  of  tho 
Bntoli  ia  1291. 

*  Farinata  JcrIL  Krariiinlani,  puiu  of  Mnmicw,  who  nftor  liii  .■\iV!lti..ii 
by  order  of  Count  CgoUno,  obtained  Inn  to  bury  the  body  by  his 
|.;i(i.  rL.-.'  :ki.i]  ]*isei-oninee. 

"  Son  of  Na|.rJi..r,i-  ■  L:  l  i.Vrlain,  shin  :i  hi~  In  <-k-  All»Ti-i  dii  .Miio^.r..!. 

>   The  hvoliritt-  .'iliMlLlMTliLill  "f  E')lili|.  ll..'  ll  M    uf   tVllIUX.       He  IB 

hiiiijsnl  in  liT>,  for  f..mr  oll.n.v  »l,i.d,         ii.nr  mod,.   lie,  nn.l, 

as  u;l>  Mill.,,,..-...!,  iiji.ni  lb.-  ii,stkMi:..u  of  ill.'  IJu.x  i.  .Miiry  nf  Braluint. 

"  DfkIiii!  f:iu  Tl.-imi  il.vli  .|..  i-..iv  ].n«iii.l...  Tliink  not  to  cluuigF 
the  (jikb,'  decrcea  by  prayer.    -Y.neid.  vi.  !57f.. 


If  in  one  moment  forvont  love  supplies 

What  those,  abiding  here  should  satisfy ; 

And  in  the  place  where  I  that  doctrine  held, 

Offences  knew  of  no  amends  by  prayer. 

Because  the  prayer  from  God  was  separated. 

But  in  a  subtlety  so  deep  as  this. 

Nothing  conclude,  unless  she  toll  it  thee, 

Who  will  the  light  be  'twkt  thy  mind  and  truth  : 

I  know  not  if  thou  markest ;  I  mean  Beatrice : 

TTer  thou  wilt  meet  above,  upon  tile  top 

B'ntilii  d  and  smiling  of  tills  mount." 

Then  I :  "  Good  leader,  let  as  use  more  speed. 

Already  it  fatigues  not  as  before ; 

And  see,  the  mountain  now  a  shadow  casts." 

"Together  with  the  day  we  will  proceed, 
He  answer  made,  "as  far  as  we  are  able; 
But  from  thy  thought  the  thing  is  different. 
Ere  thou  the  top  reach,  thou  wilt  see  return 
Him  who  is  hidden  now  upon  one  side. 
So  that  his  rays  thou  dost  not  intercept. 
But  see,  a  spirit  yonder  who  withdrawn 
Alone  and  solitary,  towards  us  looks  : 
He  will  instruct  us  in  the  shortest  way." 

To  him  we  made  approacli :  O  Lombard  soul, 
How  lofty  and  disdainful  didst  thou  stand, 
How  grave  and  noble  in  thy  moving  eyes ! 
Silence  he  broke  not  with  a  single  word, 
But  let  us  come  to  him,  and  only  looked, 
As  does  a  lion  couching  in  repose. 
Virgil  drew  nearer  to  him,  and  besought 
That  lie  would  indicate  the  Lest  ascent; 
And  he  to  his  request  no  answer  gave. 
But  of  our  native  place,  and  of  our  life, 
Made  question ;  and  my  well-loved  guide  began : 


"Manilla" — uhiti  llial  smil  before  so  rapt, 
Towards  liim  sprung  from  whence  at  first  he  stood, 
Saying  r  "  0  Hantaan,  I  am  Sordcllo/ 
One  of  thy  country  ;"  and  the  two  embraced. 

Ah!  Italy,  enslaved,  (lie  inn  of  woe, 
Ship  without  pilot  in  a  mighty  storm, 
Mistress  of  no  lands,  but  a  very  bordel ! 
This  generous  spirit  was  impatient  thus 
At  the  beloved  name  only  of  bis  loud, 
■  To  pour  caresses  mi  his  rminlryinan; 
And  yet  in  thee  remain  not  without  war 
Thy  living  men,  and  one  tlie  other  tears 
Of  those  whom  circles  the  same  moat  and  wall. 

Enquire,  wretched  one,  along  the  ooasts 
Of  all  thy  seas,  then  in  thy  bosom  look, 
If  any  region  of  thee  peace  enjoys. 
What  boots  it,  that  tiiy  bridJe  did  refit 
Justinian,'  if  empty  is  the  saddle? 
Hud  he  not  been,  thy  shame  would  have  been  less.  * 
Ah  !  people  lhat  should  be  obedient, 
And  suffer  Cu:sar  fo  possess  the  scat, 
Tf  well  thou  knewest  that  which  God  commands !  * 
See  how  outrageous  is  the  animal, 
For  lack  of  some  correction  from  the  spur, 
Since  than  hast  laid  thy  hands  upon  the  rein, 

0  German  Albert/  that  abandonest 
It  furious  and  unruly  now  become, 

tllC  l'tUTCBSfll  luiglMgl!  ill  tlic'l-ltl.  .vi  u,rv.  II'  «■'-  .1  1-vtr  "I  r'll.i/.J.I. 
K'.l.-ri.r  I  lit-  Lvrnrn.  K».!im  .  :n.. I  i.  -M  t"  luivf  km  |.m  l.nliala  I.;  liim. 

1  Tin'  Kmi'T-r.  n-li.i  rcfini...!  tt,<-  Human  lair. 

*  "  Render  unto  fimuir,"  it., — ■pteudlj  mldreaseil  to  the  clergy  uf 

^  AlK-rl  ..IWustriii,  -'ii  i  j'  liu'li  lf  "f  1 1 n|  ur_',  li.it'arm'  ICnijn'r.-r  in 
l-.ls,  ljut  iji-ht  i-riUirci  Italy.     Hi-  uns  munlnvl  in  IJIDS  l.v  lit* 

iH'|iln'iv  ;  nrnl  was  .ii.'i.'i  rl.  ,1  t,y  il.  nry      Lnxi'tiil  v.  frr.m  tvli.mi  I  lie 

finil-'liin's  i'\p*xrl^<l  miirh. 
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That  slioulilst  have  vaulted  to  the  saddle-bow. 
May  righteous  judgment  from  tile  heavens  fall 
Upon  thy  race,  may  it  be  new  and  clear, 
Thai  thy  successor  [hence  limy  take  alarm; 
lii-rausr  thou  and  thy  father  have  allowed. 
Driven  elsewhere  by  your  cupidity, 
The  garden  of  the  Empire  to  run  waste. 

Come,  see  the  Cnpulets  and  Montagus, 
Monaldis,  Eillipcschis,'  heartless  man, 
These  in  distrust,  and  full  of  sorrow  those. 
Come,  cruel  man,  and  the  oppression  view 
Of  thine  adherents,  and  their  wrongs  redress ; 
How  safe  is  Santafior1  thou  wilt  note: 
Come  and  behold  thy  Rome  in  her  distress, 
Widowed,  alone,  that  day  and  night  exclaims: 
Mine  Emperor,  why  dust  not  succour  me  ? 
Come,  and  how  loving  are  thy  people  see, 
And  if  affection  for  us  fails  to  move, 
For  thine  own  glory  let  shame  intercede. 

And  with  all  reverence,  0  highest  Jove, 
Who  upon  earth  for  us  wast  crucified. 
Arc  thy  just  eyes  to  other  quarters  turned  ? 
Or  is  this  preparation,  in  the  abyss 
Made  of  thy  counsel,  for  some  benefit, 
Whollv  bfi  oiid  i lie  reach  of  human  sight  ? 
For  all  the  lauds  of  Italy  are  full 
Of  tyrants,  and  to  a  Marccllus  turns 
Each  villain  who  in  factions  takes  a  part. 

My  Florence,  well  indent  muvft  thou  be  pleased 
With  this  digression :  thee  it  touches  not : 


'  S-mtiiliiT.  ii;  lli.-  .M  i rj l lj i ru  if  S- l [:ri:i,  'v:ia  u  fi-nd  „t  tie  Empire, 
siuJ  is  iniuiuJIj  imlii'sil^i  f..r  iln  ivimt  nf  j;™ rament. 
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Thanks  to  thy  people,  and  the  pains  they  take. 

Many  at  heart  have  justice,  hut  shoot  slow,  ,: 

For  to  the  bow  they  take  not  unadvised ; 

Thy  people  have  it  always  in  Ihcir  mouths. 

Many  nrfuse  the  burdens  of  the  state; 

Hut  eagerly  thy  populace  responds 

Without  a  call,  and  cries :  "  I  undertake." 

Itejoicc  indeed,  for  tliou  hast  good  cause  why; 

Pot  thou  art  rich,  and  thou  hast  peace  and  wisdom  : 

"Whether  I  speak  the  truth,  tlic  fact  reveals. 

Athens  and  Laeedamion,  that  ordained 

Their  ancient  laws,  and  were  so  civilised,  " 

To  living  well  made  but  a  small  advance, 

Compared  with  thee,  that  weavest  such  thin  w  eb 

Of  policy,  that  unto  mid  November, 

That  lasts  not,  which  was  in  October  spun. 

How  often,  within  time  of  memory. 

Laws,  institutions,  coins,  and  offices, 

Hast  thou  changed,  and  renewed  thy  citizens  ? 

And  if  thou  thinkest  well,  and  seest  the'  truth, 

Thyself  to  a  sick  woman  thou  wilt  liken, 

Who  cannot  find  repose  upon  her  down, 

Hut  by  her  tossing  seeks  to  ease  her  pain. 


CANTO  VIL 


TUB  FLO  WERT  VALI.HV.-THE  UOVA  SPIRIT* 
Wukn  s;iliit;i!i(ins,  ronrlfims  and  glad, 

Hail  been  repented  three  and  four  times  over, 
Sordello  drew  back,  saying:  "Who  arc  ye?" 

"  Before  what  time  were  to  tin's  mount  consigned 
The  spirits  worthy  to  ascend  to  God, 
My  bones  were  buried  by  Octavius  : 
Virgil  am  T  :  and  for  no  other  crime 
Have  heaven  lost,  but  that  I  wanted  faith  :" 
Such  answer  to  liim  did  my  leader  give. 

Like  as  a  man,  before  him  who  a  thing 
Suddenly  sees,  at  which  he  is  surprised. 
Believes,  then  doubts,  and  says :  It  is  :  it  is  not : 
So  he  appeared ;  and  then  his  eyes  he  dropped, 
And  with  humility  returned  to  him, 
Embracing  him  where  infants  use  to  cling. 
He  said  ;  "  O  glory  of  the  Latins,  whence 
Oar  language  what  it  can  achieve  has  shown  : 
O  lasting  treasure  of  the  place,  wbence  I : 
What,  merit  or  what  favour  shows  me  thee  ? 
If  I  am  worthy  to  receive  thy  words, 
Say  if  from  Hell  thou  come,  and  what  abode  ?" 


PDRGATORY. 


"  Through  all  the  circk-s  of  the  realms  of  grief," 
He  answer  made  him,  "  am  I  come  from  thence : 
Virtue  from  heaven  moved ;  with  him  I  go. 
Not  for  things  done,  tint  filings  undone  I  lost 
The  viaion  of  the  high  Sim,  which  thou  seekcst, 
And  which  hut  late  by  me  was  understood. 
Below,  a  place  there  is  not  sad  with  pains. 
Cot  darkness  only,  and  where  the  laments 
Are  heard  not  as  in  shrieks  but  as  in  siglis.  ™ 
Them  bide  ],  witli  i  1  it-  little  innocents 
~\\~ho  by  the  teeth  of  dcatli  are  snatched  before 
They  are  delivered  from  the  sin  of  man. 
There  with  those  bide  I,  who  the  sacred  three 
Virtues  '  have  not  put  on,  but  without  vice 
The  others  knew,  and  all  of  them  observed. 
Hut  if  thou  know'st,  mid  wilt,  intelligence 
Give  us,  that  we  the  sooner  may  arrive 
At  the  beginning  true  of  Purgatory. " 

He  said  :  "  No  certain  pluee  is  lure  assigned  ;  * 
Upwards  and  round  i  am  allowed  to  roam  : 
Far  as  I  may,  I  join  thee  as  thy  guide. 
But  see,  already  how  the  day  declines, 
It  is  not  possible  by  night  to  mount ; 
Of  a  good  resting-place  'twere  well  to  think. 
Souls  arc  there  something  to  the  right  removed  ; 
So  pleasing  you,  to  them  1  will  conduct, 
Aud  not  without  delight  will  they  be  known." 

"  How  may  tliis  be  ?"  replied  he,  "  if  one  wished 
To  mount  by  night  would  he  prevented  be  * 
Bj  others  ?  or  by  his  own  weakness  fail  ?" 

Good  Sordel  drew  his  finger  on  the  ground, 
Saying  :  "  Behold,  even  across  this  line 

1  Faith,  Hope,  anil  Clinrity.   Tho  others  art  tlio  four  Mvntl  Virtues. 


A  Iter  tlitr  sun  was  ileum,  ye  could  not  pass : 
Yet  would  there  be  no  other  obstacle 
Than  the  nocturnal  darkness  to  ascent; 
For  this  confounds  the  will  to  impotence. 
In  it  ye  might  chance  to  return  below, 
And  go  in  wanderings  around  the  lull, 
While  the  horizon  keeps  day  prisoner. 
Thereon  my  leader,  lis  one  marvelling, 
Said  :  "  Lead  us  to  the  place  which  thou  hast  named 
Where  we  may  find  in  our  repose  delight." 

A  little  were  we  From  that  spot  advanced, 
When  I  perceived  that  hollowed  was  the  mount, 
As  valleys  on  the  earth  are  hollowed  out. 
"Thither,"  that  shadow  said,  "  we  will  proceed, 
Where  in  itself  the  hill  a  bosom  forms. 
And  there  the  coming  day  we  will  await." 
'Twist  steep  and  level  was  a  shutting  pa'.h, 
Which  to  that  valley's  flanks  conducted  us, 
Where  more  than  in  the  mid  the  edge  dies  off. 
fine  gold  and  silver,  vi-rmril,  ceruse- white, 
The  Indian  vegetable  Wight  and  clear,* 
fresh  emerald,  the  instant  it  is  broken, 
Before  the  herbs  and  flowers  in  that  vale 
1 1 rowing,  were  all  of  them  in  hue  out-vied, 
As  by  the  greater  is  tin-  less  surpassed. 
Xor  colours  only  nature  there  bestowed, 
But  with  the  sweetness  of  a  thousand  odours 
A  mingling  uudefinable  produced. 
Salve  Begina?  on  the  llowers  and  grass. 
There  singing,  I  could  sec  the  spirits-  sil, 
That  for  flic  valley  were  not  seen  without. 

"Ere  what  of  sun  is  left  retire  to  rest," 
Began  the  Mantitan,  who  thus  far  had  led : 


!-  TJh:  lilM  ..1'  :i  llVniTl  U  tfjl'  Virgin. 
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"  Desire  not  that  among  them  I  should  guide  ; 
Tlie  looks  1 1 el  actions  bcik-r  from  this  height 
Of  liu:  whole  company  ye  will  observe, 
Thnn  if  received  among  them  ill  the  vale. 
That  one  who  highest  sits,  and  has  the  look 
Of  having  what  he  should  have  done  neglected. 
Who  moves  his  lips  not  to  the  others'  song. 
The  Emjicror  Rudolf  was,  who  power  hud 
To  heal  the  wounds  winch  have  slain  Italy, 
So  that  by  others  she  is  slow  revived. 
That  other,  who  to  comfort  him  is  seen, 
Governed  the  land,  from  which  the  water  springs, 
Which  Moldava  to  Elbe  bears,  Elbe  to  sea ; 
Called  Ottocar,*  and  he  in  swaddling  clothes 
Was  better  than  Wencesliius  his  son 
When  bearded,  on  whom  ease  and  pleasure  fed  ; 
And  that  small  nose/  which  in  close  conference 
Appears  with  him  of  aspect  so  benign, 
Purishfil  in  tiiglit,  dishonouring  the  lily  : 
Remark  him,  how  upon  his  breast  he  bents. 
Look  at  tliat  other,  making  for  his  check 
His  hand  a  rcstiiig-plari;,  f.hr:  while  he  sighs. 
Father,  and  father-in-law  of  France's  curse. 
They  know  how  base  and  vicious  is  his  life. 
Am!  hence  the  sorrow  which  torments  them  thus. 

"  He  who  so  strong-limbed  shows,'  and  who  keeps  tune 
In  singing,  with  him  of  the  noble  nose/ 

'  Ottoeu-,  kin(r  of  Bohemia,  who  fell  in  hattlo  aaiitist  Hip  Em]«.r.,r 
Uuil-li  in  l^T.H.  U\-  s-„,  W,:!,.',,]!,!.,  Hi,  uas  -m-in-b"  of  Uudolf, 
and  dltd  1305. 

■  tl:..-  U-.-i.l  ■  i'  !■    1: ■.-  ■  i---n.;i--k:ilile  for  a  finall  now),  father  of 

1'liilij.  tin-  l-'iiir.  II.-  .lift  ill  !2-:"i.  "1  [vii^-min,  ....  his  n-tft-nt  fr.im 
IMnLpoiiL,  alVr  tlip  di.^iiviis  i^-u,.  ..f  hi-  «ar  villi  Pedro  8n],  of 
Arrani.n.  lit  is  riiiiHTslNL-  with  ll.iitv  uf  (irant,  fallier  of  Jeanne, 
wifii  t..  Fliilip  ill,-  F.iir,  »)]..  is  call,,!  ill,-  Burns  of  Fnuim. 

'  1'i.ln.  8n!  ..f  Arr;iL--.n,  :ir:.l  ,.-lI[,s1  t,  Iho  ..I'  Si. -ilv  ufkr  the 

Sirilina  Vl-sist«,  iliul  liSS. 

;  The  nuhle  bom  denotes  Cbailw  ..f  AiiJ-u,  king  "f  Naplea. 


With  every  virtue  bore  ilis  girdle  charged : 

And  if,  succeeding  him,  king  had  remained 

The  youth,*  who  now  behind  him  has  his  seat, 

Prom  urn  to  urn  had  virtue  then  been  poured ; 

Which  cannot  of  his  other  heirs  he  said. 

The  kingdoms  James  and  Frederick  possess, 

Hut  neither  lias  the  better  heritage.  ,n 

Not  often  in  their  branches  re-nppcars 

The  i-xci'lleiice  of  men  ;  and  thus  ordains 

Its  author,  that  of  Him  mankind  should  ask. 

My  words  apply  to  him  that  has  the  nose,' 

As  to  the  other,  Pedro,  with  him  singing; 

For  which  now  mourn  Apulia,  and  Provence ; 

As  much  the  plant  degenerates  from  Ilia  seed, 

As  more  than  Beatrice  and  Margaret, 

Constance  a  boast  still  in  her  husband  has. 

"  Behold  the  monarch  of  the  simpli;  lilt.-, 
Henry  of  England,1  sitting  there  alone : 
He  has  a  better  issue  in  his  shoots. 
Between  these,  be  tliat  lon  er  down  reclines, 
Gazing  above,  is  Marquis  Gulielmo," 
For  whom  did  Alessandria's  enmity 
Make  weep  Montferrat  and  the  Canavese." 

'  Atfniw,  eldest  boh  of  Pedro  3rd,  on  oli.w  <!f:ith  he  *iht..-.u.1 
Aim^.m,  ;.rnl  bi..  br.'.iuT  J. in  Sintv.  iIji:  .kurli  i'f  A i Ti -i i sr i  in 

ii:>h  Junied  1. -. t  .\rrvj.:i,  and  hi-.  LmtluT  Kr :■  k i-i-.-li  .-n.'ixtilul  him  in 
SLdlj. 

'  Charles  'if  Anj..u,  wW  en  V,h-.„W*  2nd,  ,  f  KiiplcH,  is  felt  by  his 

HLjI.jLLt-l     ■■(    A|'U][^    JU.Fi  1 1    I'r-'V.  |,.L    !■'     k    IL-       T ,  ..  ■  i  ll  1 1  V    .f    1 L  ■  Tj  I  _    T!°  .JiLlm.  1 

i.n.I  Fivd.Tkk  «rc  ..f  l'..!r..:li-.l,  Ulii.-  llin-        U-r.ig  im!if«t«l  by 
.,;,[.„■*  i-f  tli.-li-  w:lw|,  mill  tbe  wm„ry  „i  lYdr..  king  kilter  tb.ua  the 
...■hudii  .■  ..T  Ibin  anal. 

1  Henry  3rd,  father  .if  Edwm-,1 

!  William,  Marquis  of  AIoDlfiTrnt  (In  ndiirli'tbe  I'-uiimw  kl  irj;edl, 
u  mi|.ris.,i,ed  b,  Ibe  iabi.bitsr.ts  .if  Alessandria,  and  died  1292. 
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It  was  the  hour  which  moves  io  tenderness 

In  mariner.1-,  and  mells  into  the  heart, 

T!ic  <Iay  tlicy  say  l'aN:wi:]l  to  their  dear  friends  ; 

And  »hfch  the  new-left  traveller  to  love 

Stirs  as  he  listens  to  the  distant  hell 

Winch  seems  to  mourn  the  day  about  to  die  ; 

When  I  began  110  further  to  employ 

The  sense  of  hearing,  and  I  saw  a  soul 

Upstanding,  that  begged  audience  with  its  Iiand. 

It  joined  and  upwards  lirted  hotli  the  palms, 

Directing  its  regards  towards  the  East, 

As  if  to  God  it  said  :  All  is  for  thee. 

Te  lueit  ante,'  so  devotedly 

Gushed  from  its  !i[is,  and  in  so  sweet  a  strain. 

That  from  mine  own  thoughts  it  abstracted  me. 

Sweetly  and  piously  the  otliers  then, 

Followed  it  through  the  entire  of  that  hymn, 

1  Tin'  lv^iiniiii^  nf  tt.i'  In         f..v  [.h-1n.-i;..i]  tV..ni  n  il  sf.ii  i^  .lining 

llbh-  nielli,  ulti.'l  'lmli'-  111.'  -..'I-,- 1 iv     *  '.Mii]ilinu-  '.r  h.-^Tiil  Vl'-,|i<.t*, 
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Keeping  their  looks  towards  the  heavens  raised. 
Quiekeii  thine  eyes  here.  Header,  for  the  truth, 
Tor  now  the  veil  is  of  so  slight  a  web, 
Truly  it  easy  were  to  pass  within. 

I  looked  upon  that  noble  armament, 
That  silently  remained  in  upward  gaze. 
Humble  mid  pale  as  in  expectancy : 
And  I  saw  from  on  high  come,  and  descend 
Two  angels  with  two  fiery  falchions, 
Triturated,  and  rebated  at  their  points. 
Green  as  the  newly-budded  foliage, 
Their  vestment  was,  which  by  flieir  pinions  green 
Winnowed  and  beaten,  they  behind  them  waved. 
Something  above  us,  one  took  up  his  post, 
The  other  lighted  on  the  opposite  side. 
So  that  the  people  in  the  middle  lay. 
Well  could  I  noli]  in  tliem  the  shining  head, 
licit  dazzled  by  their  faces  was  the  eye 
As  senses  arc  confounded  by  excess. 

"From  llarv's  bosom  both  of  them  proceed," 
SordeDo  said,  "as  guardians  of  the  vale, 
Against  the  serpent  who  comes  presently." 
Then  1,  who  ilid  not,  know  by  what  approach, 
Looked  round,  and  very  closely  drew  myself, 
Frozen  with  terror  to  (he  trusted  side. 
Again  Sordello  :  "  Let  us  now  descend 
'Mongst  these  great  spirits  and  converse  with  them  : 
Beholding  you  will  be  to  them  delight." 

Three  pacts  only,  as  1  think,  I  took 
And  was  below,  when  one  I  saw  that  gazed 
On  me,  as  if  to  know  me  he  desired. 
It  was  the  time  now  when  the  air  grew  dark, 
Yet  not  but  that  between  his  eyes  nnd  mine 
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That  was  made  clear  which  it  at  first  concealed. 
He  towards  me,  nnd  I  towards  him  turned  : 
O  Nino,"  noble  Judge,  how  was  I  pleased 
When  thee  I  saw,  and  not  among  the  damned ! 
Between  us  was  no  lack  of  greetings  kind  : 
He  asked  me  then  r  "  How  long  art  thou  arrived 
Heneath  the  mountain,  over  the  far  sen?" 

"0,"  said  I,  "passing  through  the  sad  abodes, 
This  mom  I  came,  and  am  in  the  first  life, 
Although  the  other  by  this  path  is  won."  " 
And  when  this  answer  was  by  them  received, 
He  and  Sordcllo  something  drew  them  back, 
Like  people  that  are  suddenly  amazed. 
To  Virgil  one,  the  other  to  one  turned 
Who  sat  (here,  and  exclaimed :  "  Up,  Conrad,  up  ! 
Come  and  see  what  God  in  his  favour  wills  ;" 
Then  turned  to  me;  "By  the  especial  grace, 
Which  thou  dost  one  to  hirn,  who  so  concede 
His  own  first  purpose,  it  is  fathomless ; 
When  thou  art  yonder,  over  the  long  waves,  ™ 
Bid  my  Uiovnnna,  that  she  pray  for  me. 
Where  to  the  iunocent  is  answer  made. 

Since  she  her  weepers  white  has  laid  aside, 
Which  she,  unhappy  one,  should  wish  again. 
By  her  it  easily  is  understood 
How  long  in  woman  lasts  the  fire  of  love. 
Unless  by  constant  looks  and  touches  fed. 
None  such  a  noble  grave  for  her  will  make 
The  viper  which  leads  forth  the  Milanese, 
As  would  have  made  for  her  Gallura's  cock."' 

5  Nino  Je  Vi  ti  -if  I'U-i,  .Tii.ii.-e  'ir  lloi™  nf  Gnllura  in 

Snnlirik,  run]  III,'  rivnl  .,f  l>,[m«  in  In  13(10,  Ms  wiJnw, 

Ikulriro  ill  K-U'.  (>■■>■  »li...m  lie  liaii  .1  ilxu^litrr  lii..r«iiia)  nuirrinl 
iNilt;wi'i  .lr-i  Vin>.iriti  ■if-lliliu,  j.  innii  tuiEi'h  j..iininT  lln"  herself. 

3  The  viper  »ns  the  nrni'iriil  e..:;  ilium,-"  ■■!  the  ViuMNti,  IitiIs  ..f 
Milan,  or  Ihe  rock  wu  of  (Hllura. 
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lie  spoke  thus  with  the  signature  impressed 
Upon  liis  visage  of  tlint  upright  zeal, 
Which  iti  the  bosom  in  just  measure  bums. 
Mine  eager  eyes  now  to  tin-  heavens  turned. 
To  that  part  where  most  slowly  move  the  stars, 
As  does  a  wheel  the  nearer  to  the  axle. 
Atid  said  my  guide :  "  Sly  son,  on  what  (lost  look  ?  " 
Then  I  to  liiin :  "Upon  the  triple  lights,' 
With  which  the  pole  is  yonder  in  a  blaze." 
He  then  to  me:  "The  four  resplendent  stars, 
Thou  saw' st  this  mom  there,  now  are  sunk  beneath, 
And  these  are  risen  up  where  those  have  been." 
Sordello  while  he  spoke  towards  him  drew  him. 
Saying  :  "Behold  there,  our  adversary," 
Pointing  his  finger  to  direct  his  looks. 

Upon  that  side  where  had  no  lofty  bounds 
The  little  valley,  there  appeared  a  serpent, 
Perchance  who  gave  the  bitter  fruit  to  Eve  ; 
Tlirough  grass  and  flowers  came  the  evil  snake, 
TTis  head  from  side  to  side  turned,  and  his  back 
Licking,  as  dots  a  beast  that  sleeks  itself. 
I  did  not  see,  and  therefore  cannot  tell. 
How  into  motion  got  the  hawks  of  heaven ; 
liut  moving  one  and  other  both  I  saw. 
reding  (.lie  air  deft,  by  the  pinions  green. 
The  serpent  fled,  and  back  tho  Angels  went 
Up  to  their  stations  in  symmetric  flight. 

The  shade  that  to  the  Judge  had  closely  drawn 
When  he  called  to  him,  throughout  this  attack 
Not  for  a  moment  took  his  eyes  from  711c. 
"  So  may  the  torch  conducting  thee  on  high, 

'  Thwonruilwiii.-cllir  lt.iv,-  ,.VTi-A  virticis*—  Faith,  H.>pe,  nnd  Charily, 
alii}-  KLippofwil  t.i  n.,rn*|-nri  tvitli  lln'm. 
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Find  in  thy  faculties  so  much  of  wax 

As  is  enough  to  win  the  azure  height,"  . 

He  thus  began,  "  if  true  intelligence 

Of  Valdimagra,  or  tlie  neighbouring  land. 

Knowing  thou  wilt  (ell;  for  there  I  was  great. 

Conrado  Malaspina'  I  was  called; 

Not  I  the  elder,  but  from  him  I  sprang  : 

For  mine  I  bore  the  love,  which  here  is  purged." 

"  0,"  1  replied  to  him,  "  within  thy  lands 
I  never  was  j  but  is  there  any  place 
Throughout  jill  Furope,  where  they  are  not  known  ? 
The  reputation  which  cwlts  thy  house, 
Proclaims  its  lords,  and  publishes  its  hinds, 
So  tliat  he  knows  it,  w  ho  has  not  been  there. 
To  thee  I  swear,  as  may  I  mount  above, 
That  has  not  hillm  of!  thine  honoured  race 
In  estimation  for  the  purse  and  sword. 
Training  and  nature  so  distinguish  it,  "" 
That  while  the  world  its  wrong  head  bears  astray. 
Alone  it  goes  riijht.,  and  liie  ill  path  scorns." 

Then  be:  "The  sun  shall  not  again  return 
Times  seven  to  the  region  w  hich  the  Ram 
With  his  four  feet  incloses  and  bestrides, 
llrfare  this  courteous  sent imeiil  of  thine 
Khali  in  thine  inmost  memory  be  nailed. 
With  stronger  rivets  than  are  others'  words. 
Unless  the  course  of  providence  be  cheeked." 

*  C.  .nmil  M»l:.-1  nuiL  V:,l.lmi:i_-i:i,  lL,r.|li ■  .CLu  11  iiri:iK:i.  ami  kinsman 
i.f  _\l ■']■■*  II- 1  MihsfiiiA  hm.'j ■]!!.■  w      (Le  "  v;i|..,ui  [r,.],,  V;ij.hjiN>i:r:i ''  -'f 

tin'  wiiii,.  TULirai,  In.,  niv.  ]!,".),  uilli  »■]  ,  I>:in(«-  f.iiu-t  n  h.«[.itJil.ln 

rclua..  in  V.W7.  C-nra.l  .ii,-.i  l-JKI,  :,ii.|  !.:,:!  an.-f.-t-ry  .,f  tWmiiu;  ni.iii- 
in  t£«  Uth  ami  13th  centuries.    He  is  in  train  Mil  in  the  Dcounaun, 
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TIIE  EAGLE. -LUCIA. -GATE  (IF  PU  RQATOJ1V 

fin k  tliiit  is  ciiiicubiiii'  of  ulil  Tithonus' 
.Shown]  white  already  on  the  eastern  hank. 
Come  from  tin-  .inns  of  her  dear  paramour : 
Ifi  r  forehead  nas  ivilh  ji-WL-ls  brilliant, 
Arranged  in  form  of  the  cold  animal, 
Which  with  its  tail  inflicts  on  mankind  wounds  i 
And  the  night,  of  the  stepa  with  which  she  mounts, 
Had  made  two  in  the  place  where  wc  abode, 
And  of  the  third  were  drooping  now  the  wings  j 
When  I,  that  had  with  me  the"  Adam's  part, 
Conquered  by  sleep,  upon  the  grass  reclined, 
Where  we  all  five  *  already  were  sat  down. 

What  time  begins  her  melancholy  lay 
The  mi  allow  dose  upon  the  break  of  morn, 
Haply  in  memory  of  her  first  grief;1 
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And  when  tin-  mind  of  man,  ;i  wanderer 

Most  from  the  8esh,  ami  least  by  cares  oppressed, 

Is  in  its  vision  as  it  were  divine; 

In  sleep  it  seemed  to  me  that  I  saw  hang 

An  eagle  with  gold  plumage  in  the  sky, 

With  open  wings,  and  for  a  swoop  prepared  : 

And  in  that,  place  lie  seemed  to  be,  where  was 

By  Ganymede  abandoned  his  own  kin, 

When  to  the  highest  conclave  ho  was  matched. 

Within  myself  I  thought,  perchance  he  strikes 

By  wont  here  only,  and  from  other  spots 

Disdains  to  bear  ofT  upwards  in  his  claws. 

He  seemed  then,  after  wheeling  for  a  while, 

Terrible  as  I  lie  liidit.iimg  (u  descend, 

And  me  to  bear  up  to  the  fiery  sphere ; 

There  seemed  it  that  both  he  and  I  were  burned : 

And  so  did  snjivli  mv  tliis  imagined  fire, 

That  by  it  was  my  slumber  broken  up. 

Not  otherwise  himself  Achilles  roused, 

Hulling  around  him  hi>  new- wakened  eyes, 

And  ignorant,  of  what  place  he  was  in. 

What  time  his  inntlier  t'roni  Cliinm  to  Seyms 

Transported  him,  wlnlr  in  ][•->■  ;iruis  he  slept.. 

Whence  afterwards  the  Greeks  made  him  depart. 

Thus  I  awoke,  and  from  my  countenance. 

Chased  sice])  away,  and  1  became  all  pale, 

As  does  a  man  with  terror  that  is  frozen. 

My  only  comforter  was  at  my  side, 

More  than  two  hours  risen  was  the  sun, 

And  towards  the  sea-sltore  was  my  f:ice  disposed. 

"Be  not  afraid,"  my  Master  said  le  me, 
"  Be  sure  we  have  to  a  good  pass  arrived  : 
Relax  not,  but  redouble  all  thy  strength. 
For  now  thou  art  to  Purgatory  come  : 
Behold  the  height  within  which  it  is  girt; 
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Behold  the  entrance  where  it  shows  11  branch. 
Krewhile,  at  dawn  which  ushers  in  tlie  day, 
What  time  within  thee,  wns  thy  soul  asleep, 
Over  the  llowirs  winch  the  valley  deck, 
A  lady  came,  and  '  1  am  Lucia,'  said, 
'  I'cnnii  me  to  lake  up  this  siumberci  : 
So  will  I  onwards  speed  him  on  liis  way.' 
Sordel  !>tii\e<l,  and  Ihe  other  noble  forms: 
She  lifted  thee,  nod  when  the  day  was  bright. 
Went  upwards,  and  I  followed  in  her  steps. 
She  placed  thee  here  ;  and  first  disclosed  to  me 
Her  hcautcous  eyes  this  open  entrance.  gate; 
Then  she  and  sleep  nt  the  same  moment  fled." 

Soon  as  to  him  discovered  is  the  truth, 

I  suffered  chaiiLTi'  ;  and  when  from  cure  released 

My  leader  saw  nie,  up  along  the  hill 

He  moved,  and  I  behind  him,  towards  the  height. 

Header,  thou  mayst  note  how  I  elevate 
My  subject,  and  thercaflrr  with  more  art 
If  T  sustain  it,  he  not.  thou  surprised. 

Whinat  the  part  where  first  a  breach  was  seen,  ' 
Like  to  an  opening  which  breaks  a  wall, 
I  saw  n  portal,  and  beneath  three  steps 

A  porter  likewise  who  wt  spoke  no  word  ; 
And  as  the  view  c\tcndcd  more  and  mutv, 

Of  visage  such  I  could  not  look  on  it ; 
And  in  his  hand  lie  held  a  naked  sword 
Which  so  reflected  towards  us  its  rays. 
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'Hint  oft  in  vain  my  looks  T  fixed  oil  him. 
"Tell  me  from  tlieiioo,  what  is  it  Hmtye  will?" 
Hi:  thus  began  (o  speak,  "where  is  your  guide  ? 
Beware  Hint  the  ascending  liarm  you  not." 

"A  heavenly  l.adv  in  these  things  instructed," 
Answered  my  Master  to  him,  "while  ago 
Said  fo  ua ;  Thither  go  ;  there  is  the  gate." 

The  courteous  janitor  again  began : 

"  Therefore  approach  and  to  our  steps  advance." 

Thither  advanced  we  ;  and  the  first  ascent 
Was  of  while  marble.  bright,  anil  polished  so 
That  in  it  I  myself  saw  as  I  was. 
The  second  was  in  eulour  more  than  dark, 
Formed  of  a  rugirnl  and  liali'-caleiiied  rock, 
Which  in  its  length  and  breadth  was  full  of  cracks. 
The  third  one,  winch  was  lni:hr-t  superposed, 
Seemed  to  me  of  a  Darning  porphyry, 
lake  to  the  blood  which  issues  from  a  vein. 
Snppnrti'd  upon  lliis  bad  licilh  his  feel 
(!n:;'s  A nlti-I,  nlui  upon  the  threshold  -at, 
Which  seemed  to  be  a  rock  of  adamant. 
With  good  will  upwards  by  llic  triple  steps 
Led  my  conductor,  saying  :  "  Make  request 
In  humble  fashion  that  the  lock  may  yield." 

Devout  I  threw  me  at  the  holy  feet : 
I  prayed  in  mercy  he  for  me  would  open, 
liut  first  I  struck  three  times  upon  my  breast. 
Upon  my  forehead  seven  PV  ho  traced 
With  his  sword's  point,  and  :  "Set-  that  thou  wash  off. 

'  H»r  IV  svw.ii  r»|>ii»l  sins  ilW.ntsl,  which  nre  purified  in  t 
srvi'fi  H^iivli-H  i»f  Piirjfiitory. 


He  said,  "  those  marks  when  thou  arrive  within." 

Ashes,  or  earth  when  it  is  ilug  up  dry. 

Of  the  same  colour  with  his  raiment  arc; 

And  from  beneath  it  lie  drew  forth  two  keys; 

Of  silver  one,  tlie  other  was  of  gold. 

First  with  the  white  and  with  the  yellow  next 

To  my  content  he  did  iinlo  tile  door.  ™ 

"  Whenever  one  of  these  two  key?  doth  foil, 
l)y  not  revolving  rightly  through  the  lock," 
He  said  io  us,  "  this  porta!  will  not  open. 
One  is  more  precious,  more  the  other  needs 
Of  art  and  knowledge  ere  it  will  unlock, 
For  it  is  this  one  which  resolves  the  knot.1 
From  Peter  hold  them  I ;  be  bids  mc  err 
Bather  in  opening  than  in  keeping  shut, 
If  only  at  my  feet  the  people  fall." 

He  pushed  the  door  then  towards  (he  sacred  side,"" 
Saying :  "  Now  enter :  hut  be  well  advised 
That  whoso  looks  back  must  outside  return.'' 
And  when  upon  the  hinges  were  swung  round 
The  pivots  of  that  sacred  entrance  gate, 
That  were  of  ponderous  metal  resonant  ; 
Sounded  not  so,  nor  gave  so  loud  a  note, 
Tarpcia,  what  time  was  removed  the  good 
Metellus,"  after  which  it  was  despoiled. 
I  turned  attentive  to  its  earliest  tones, 
And  Te  Detail  laudamua,  as  it  seemed,  '* 
I  heard  in  voices  mixed  with  the  sweet  sound. 

'  Tin'  S"lilcn  ki-i  i-  ij-jjitnl  i.f  Llit  |.«tr  i..  upon,  nuil  tin;  nilver  key 
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Exactly  such  impression  gave  to  me, 
That  which  I  heard,  as  one  is  wont  to  have 
When  there  is  diluting  with  tin-  organ  Idi-ndi-d, 
When  now  the  words  arc  heard,  and  now  arc  not. 
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THB  FIH8T  <'IHi:T.K.-THK   PROUD   UNDER   HBAVY  BURDEN  S.- 
BCULITOBBD  EXAMPLES  OF  HUMILITY. — TUB  VilHJIN  MART. 

Soon  as  we  passed  Oic  threshold  of  the  gate, 

That  is  disused  by  the  ill  choice  of  souls, 

Causing  the  crooked  way  to  appear  as  straight, 

I  knew  by  its  resounding,  that  it  closed: 

A  nil  if  mine  eyes  towards  it  I  had  turned, 

What  could  hare  licni  fur  such  laull  good  excuse? 

Upwards  we  moon  ted  tl  trough  a  fissured  rock, 

Which  went  alternately  froin  side  to  side. 

Approaching  ami  irUv;itmi:  like  a  wave. 

"  Ik-re  some  contrivance  we  must  needs  employ,"  " 

Commenced  my  leader  thus,  "and  closely  keep 
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On  either  hand  lo  the  receding  side  i  " 

Begained  her  couch  to  lay  her  down  to  rest' 

Before  we  came  forth  of  that  needle's  eve. 

But  when  we,  were  enlarged  from  if,  and  free 

In  tlmt  part  where  the  mountain  backward  trends, 

[  much  fatigued  and  both  of  us  in  doubt 

Of  our  way,  we  stood  upon  a  level 

More  lonelv  than  the  trucks  across  a  waste. 

From  the  one  side,  on  which  the  void  abut?, 
To  foot  of  the  high  bank  which  upward  springs, 
Tlie  body  of  a  man  would  three  times  reach  ; 
And  far  as  could  mini'  pib  its  llight  extend, 
Along  the  right  liaiul  and  tin:  left  hand  side, 
The  upper  edge  appeared  to  be  as  high. 
Upon  it  had  not  vet  our  footsteps  moved, 
When  1  distinguished  that  this  circling  hank, 

Was  of  white  marble,  and  was  decorated 
With  sculpture-  such  (hat  I'olyelelus' '  self, 
Or  even  nature,  from  them  might  take  shame. 

The  Angel '  that  on  earth  came  with  the  law 

Of  that  peace,  which  was  wqit  for  many  Years, 

Which  opened  heaven  from  its  long  denial, 

Before  us  in  such  truthfulness  appeared, 

That  sculptured  I  here  In  gracious  attitude 

It  seemed  not  like  a  silent  imaging. 

One  would  have  sworn  that  he  was  saving,  Hail ! 

for  also  she  was  represented  there, 

Who  turned  the  keys  to  open  Highest  Love, 

1  Thia  uulicatn  ulwut  11.  20  t.  u.  tlie-  miwi  liaviug  riwn  at  Or. 
■ti  tlit  t'li-iii'iis  night.  :  The  fniuuus  <f»ciiui  m:iil|hU.r. 

1  The  Bi.ctl  <lal>ricl      tin  Amiwinti,.,,.  Luke  i .  2«— tig. 
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And  ici  tier  bearing  had  impressed  the  words. 
Behold  the.  handmaid  of  tke  Lord,  as  true 
As  n  mould  skimps  itself  upon  the  wax. 

"  Give  not  attention  to  one  place  alone ; " 
Said  to  me  my  dear  Master,  having  mc 
Upon  that  side  where  lies  I  he  heart  of  man  : 
Wherefore  I  moved  on,  looking,  and  I  saw 
Following  Mary,  and  upon  that  aide 
Where  stood  he,  who  had  caused  me  to  advance, 
Another  story  graven  in  the  rock. 
On  which,  1  passed  by  Virgil  and  drew  near 
That  it  mighl  hi-  submitted  to  mine  eyes. 
There  was  incised  upon  the  very  marble 
The  cart  and  oseu  drawing  the  blest  Ark ; 
Whence  men  should  fear  unbidden  services.' 
Hesnrn  were  seen  the  people  and  they  all 
Parted  in  seven  choirs,  to  senses  twain 
Made  say,  one  "  Yes,"  the  other,  "  No ;  "  "Thev  sing.'' " 
Bo  with  the  smoking  of  the  frauki license 
There  rcjirvsruled,  and  (he  eye  and  nose. 
With  yes  and  no  were  still  at  variance. 
There  went  before  the  consecrated  chest 

And  at  that  time  was  less  and  more  than  king. 
Over  against,  and  at  the  window  shown 
Of  a  great  palace,  Michid  looked  on  him 
Like  to  a  woman  troubled  and  in  scorn. 

I  from  (he  place  I  stood  in  moved  iny  feel,  '" 
Another  legend  closer  to  peruse. 
Which  after  Michal  gbttered  in  the  white. 
There  was  iustoried  the  exalted  glory 

'  hi  nllii.-ii-n  l.i  tli.'  jii.liiiii'iil  ii]. i'ii  1'zEiii,  i*  In.  |nit.  f-.itli  tmk'l  t.i 
Hie  urli  of  Owl.  -For  th..  whole  hx  i  Samuel,  vi. 
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Of  that  one  of  Komi's  priiici  s  whose,  great  worth 
Moved  Gregory'  to  his  great  victory: 
I  speak  of  Trajan  that  was  emperor: 
And  at  his  bridle  rein  a  widow  stood 
Presented  in  tin:  guise  of  tears  and  grief. 
Surrounding  him  the  press  and  throng  was  seen 
Of  nobles,  and  the  eagles  in  the  gold" 
Were  seen  above  liim  mnvin^  in  (he  wind. 
Tin:  woman  sorrowful,  before  them  all 
Appeared  to  say :  "  My  lord,  give  me  revenge 
For  my  dead  son,  for  whom  I  am  heart-broken." 
And  he  to  answer  her :  "  Thou  must  awail 


"  If  thou  dost— not  ?"  and  he :  "  Who  takes  my  place 
Will  give  it  thee:"  and  she:  "Another's  good  deeds 
ilow  will  they  boot  thee,  mindless  of  thine  own?"  ™ 
Then  lie:  " lie  comforted;  for  it  is  need 
That  1  perform  my  duly  ere  1  go; 
Justice  so  wills,  and  pity  holds  me  biick." 
He,'  who  has  never  any  new  thing  seen, 
Fashioned  this  conversation  visible. 
Novel  to  us  because  not  found  on  earth. 

While  1  was  taking  my  delight  to  view 
These  images  of  such  humility, 
And  for  their  Maker  precious  to  the  sight ; 
"  Yonder  behold,  but  progress  slow  they  make," 


lint  w:«  I'lirmnt  in  lii.<  lui.lill',-  in.-.--  .-f  'I'eij.m.  Tnijim  is  jilurixl  h\ 
liniiu-  in  J':LMili«  I.  ^-ctlivr  with  Diifl.l,  l'l.r.  u.  43. 

'  Tin  P.ntl'  -  :ir  ■rili.Ti.d,  juh  if,  :n-i.,rtiii;  In  lln-  Ti.,tl„n  cf  the 

liini',  lln-J  liml  tn-.  li  ilis|il;i«d  11  limners,  li.  Villnui  say*  (i.  tit),  tlint 
I'i'-m  Aiiiiihtui'  1"  I'.iii-tinitiiAi,  tin:  Uuiiirui  tn-lf  u-iin  Iwnio  hhitk  1111  ;. 

Ci. 1.1  fwlll. 

I  Hud,  t..  wbom  nott.Lnp  ou  I*  new. 


Till  I  ret 
Like  out 
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The  poet  murmuring  said,  "  much  company ; 

These  will  conduct  lis  to  the  lofty  steps."' 

Mine  eves  that  were  for  luoking  all  prepared, 
As  being  eager  novel  things  to  see, 
Were  not  remiss  in  turning  round  to  him. 
I  would  not,  Header,  have  thee  be  deterred 
From  thy  good  purposes,  when  thou  shalt  hear 
How  Clod  determines  that  dues  shall  be  paid. 
Think  not  upon  the  form  of  punishment; 
Think  on  what  follows  it,  think  that  at  worst 
Jt  caiinol  alter  Ihe  iirmI  sentence  last. 

[  began  :  "  Master,  that  winch  I  perceive 
Moving  towards  us,  seems  not  to  be  men, 
But  what  I  know  not,  in  uncertain  sight." 
Then  he  to  mo:  " The  heavy  quality 
Of  their  tormenting,  sloops  them  to  the  earth, 
So  that  ill  lirst  mine  eyesight  was  in  doubt. 
13ut  closely  look  on  them,  and  disengage 
With  thy  sight  that  which  mines  beneath  tile  stones  : 
Thou  mavs!  distinguish  how  each  one  is  pained."  '* 

0  ye  proud  Christians,  wretched  and  infirm, 
Who  in  the  feeble  vision  of  your  minds, 
L'ut  confidence  in  steps  that  backward  lead ; 
Bethink  ye  not  that  we  are  only  worms, 
Horn  to  produce  the  angel  butterfly, 
Which  Hies  to  justice  without  obstacle? 
Why  does  your  soul  exalt  itself  in  pride? 
Imperfect  insects  as  it  were  yc  are, 
Like  grubs  that  fail  of  (heir  development. 

As  to  support  a  ceiling  or  a  roof, 
Often  a  figure  in  a  corbel's  place 

■  Nrinidv.  |.i  tliv  mJitT  '-in  k-  "I  Pur.-rit'.rv,  ulnrli  we  Ijki-  i'ul 
i  the  Blile  of  the  niuuitniii. 
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Is  seen  to  draw  I  he  kuti-s  up  lu  the  chest, 
Wliirli  from  tin:  i'aiieied  e;susi>s  real  pain 
To  rise  iu  them  tliat  sec  it ;  on  tills  wife 
1  siiw  them,  when  I  could  distinguish  well. 
And  truly  they  wen;  more  or  less  eompresst'i 
As  tliev  supported  greater  or  less  weights ; 
And  he  that  had  most  patience  in  the  act, 
I  iro;miiiLF  a|>pr;irnl  to  say  :  "  I  emi  no  more 
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"  O  oun  Father  which  in  heaven  art. 
Not  circumscribed,'  but  for  the  greater  love 
Thou  boirest  to  thy  primal  works  on  high : 
Thy  name  be  lauiled,  mid  tliy  mightiness 
By  every  creature,  for  it  is  moat  fit 
I'd  miller  lliauks  l<>  lliiui'  high  Influence. 
Let  cumc  tu  us  thy  kingdom's  |n 'iif-t-fuliif-s^. 
For  we  cannot  attain  it  of  ourselves 
Unless  it  conic  to  us,  with  nil  our  skill. 
Like  even  ns  thine  angels  of  tlieir  will 
To  tliec  malic  sacrifiec,  llosiinna  singing, 
K»  mav  of  l heir's  the  rare,  of  imrikiud  ii'.akr. 


And  aa  the  evil  which  we  have  endured, 
We  have  forgiven  to  earh,  do  thou  forgive 

In  mercy,  and  regard  not  our  deserts. 
Our  virtue,  which  is  easily  o'ercome, 

1  Nul  con firi"l  In  Iji-iiviTi.  ii.  IxW.u.  ■Tiiiiii'rr.-LNl,  Inn  lUcllinv  tli.iv 
iin.rt  .■-|hvl:illy  (In.  i.  127)  fur  hive  to  the  mifii'I-,  llie  first  errata! 


Our  daily  manna  give  to  us  this  day, 
Without  which,  through  this  cruel  wi 


lie  backward  goes  who  to  advance 
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])o  nol  expose  In  llir  iilil  enemy. 
But  save  it  friii!i  him  who  so  tcmptcth  it. 
This  List  petition,  O  our  Lord  beloved, 
for  us  no  more  is  mailt,  we  want  it.  not, 
liut  is  for  them  who  iiflrr  us  remain." 

Tims  for  themselves  and  us  deliverance  g  I 

These  spirits  asking,  went  beneath  their  loiul, 

Like  that  which  sometimes  in  a  dream  is  felt, 

Tortured  unequally,  ami  circling  round, 

Anil  Wi'iiriui],  Hii  ::h-iiLT  l'']r  lowest  cornice, 

Purging  away  the  darkness  of  llie  world. 

If  there  for  us  they  always  oiler  prayers, 

On  earth  for  them  wlsal  should  1  j ■  -  prayed  anil  done, 

By  those  who  have  the  root  of  a  good-will  ? 

We  should  assist  them  to  wash  olf  the  stains 

They  have  home  hence,  that  purified  and  light 

They  may  attain  unto  the  starry  spheres. 

"As  so  may  ruth  and  justice  lighten  je 
Speedily,  that  ye  may  exert  your  wings 
To  hear  you  upwards  after  your  desire, 
Direct  us  on  which  hand  tow  ards  the  stair 
One  ipuckcsl  goes,  and  if  than  one  way  more, 
Show  us  that,  one  which  easiest  ascends: 
For  he  that  journeys  with  me,  by  the  weight 
Of  Adam's  flesh  with  which  he  is  invested, 
Is  weak  to  mount,  although  against  his  will." 

The  words,  which  for  reply  they  made  to  these 
Which  he,  whom  1  accompanied,  had  spoken, 
Were  not  to  be  distinguished  whence  they  came  ; 
But  this  was  said  :  "To  the  right  on  the  ledge, 
Come  with  us,  and  a  passage  ye  will  find 
That  can  be  mounted  by  a  living  man. 
And  if  I  were  not  burdened  by  the  rock 


Ltj.mo-j  b.  Go 


PUBGATOET. 


Which  presses  (Iiih'ii  :uv  haughty  neck 

I  would  have  viewed  to  see  if  him  I  knew, 

And  to  engage  his  pity  for  this  load : 

Latin  T  was,  from  a  grcot  Tuscan  sprung  ; 

My  sire  Gulielmo  Aldobrnmleschi; 

I  know  not  if  his  name  was  ever  with  yon. 

The  ancient.  Wood  and  crh  hrated  deeds 

Of  my  progenitors  made  me  so  proud 

That  of  our  common  mother  thinking  not. 

In  such  contempt  I  all  mankind  esteemed, 

1  died  for  it,  as  know  the  Siamese, 

And  every  man  in  Campagnalico. 

T  am  Ombcrto ; '  not  my  harm  alone 

Has  pride  occasioned,  but  my  kinsfolk  all 

Tt  has  dragged  with  itself  to  misery; 

And  here  this  burden  I  am  forced  to  bear 

For  it,  until  amends  to  God  be  made 

Here  'mid  the  dead,  since  not  made  'mid  the  livina." 

The  while  I  listened  I  bent  down  my  face, 
And  one  of  them,  but  not  that  one  who  spoke, 
Turned  round  beneath  the  load  that  troubled  him. 
And  saw  and  knew  me,  and  called  out  to  me, 
Keeping  his  eyes  with  difficulty  fixed 
On  me  that  stooping  lowly  with  them  went. 
"0,"  said  I  to  hinC  "  art  not  Oderiai/ 
The  honour  of  Gubbio,  and  of  that  art 
Which  is  at  Paris  called  illuminating  ?  " 

:  Omlvrtn,  ('mint  "f  SaiitafiiT  in  IWjuiy,  <w  of  :t  liitilglilr  nn.l 
pnwiTfnl   fiiniily.     Hi'  uilh  ]int  M  ilL':ith  hy  tlic  Si.-iinme  :it  Cam 

1  (llliTisi  i.f  lillUn.iiri  IM'ili...  ::i  511  ILULi l:.-!.-T  (■■!  ill  Il;i!!sui  i«!«MI;r,  I 

of  bwlu  ;  he  in  inentiouwl  with  vnniiicnibtian  in  Vuari'i  Life  of 
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"  My  friend,"  In-  said,  "  fur  brighter  are  the  leav 
Upon  which  Franco  of  Bologna'  paints: 
All  honour  is  now  his  ;  part  only  mine. 
Truly  so  courteous  I  had  not  been 
While  1  was  living,  through  the  great  desire 
Of  cxcl'IU' i Dig  which  my  heart  was  set. 
i'or  such  pride  here  we  pay  the  penalty : 
Yet  here  I  had  not  been,  if  it  were  not 
That,  while  with  power  to  sin,  I  turned  to  God. 
0  the  vain  glory  of  the  human  mind, 
How  quick  tin:  trrecn  upon  (lie  summit  fades. 
Unless  succeeded  by  some  duller  age ! 
In  painting  Cimabiie  '  once  believed 
He  held  the  field  j  now  Giotto'  has  the  cry, 
So  that  he  dims  (lie  reputation  of  tile  first. 
Thus  has  from  one  the  other  Guido'  snatched 
The  fame  of  writing  ;  and  lie  may  be  born 
Who  will  drive  both  of  them  from  out  the  nest. 
For  earthly  fame  is  nothing  but  a  puff 
Of  wind  that  now  blows  hence,  and  thence  anon. 
Changing  its  name  as  it  its  quarter  changes. 
What  more  fame  host  thou,  if  in  age  thou  loose 
Thy  flesh  from  thee  than  if  thou  come  to  death 
Before  thou  hast  thy  pap  and  rattle  left, 
A  thousand  years  hence  ?  which  is  a  more  brief 
Space  in  eternity,  than  an  eye's  twinkling 
Is  to  the  sphere  which  slowest,  rolls  above. 
With  him  who  gains  so  little  on  his  way 
In  front  of  time,  once  rang  B]l  Tuscany ; 
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Now  in  Sienna  his  name  is  hardly  breathed, 
Where  lie  was  Lord  what  time  was  put  to  rout 
The  wrath  of  Florence,  which  as  arrogant 
Was  at  that  time,  as  now  it  is  brought  low. 
Your  reputation  has  the  hue  of  grass, 
Winch  conies  and  goes,  and  that  discolours  it 
liy  which  it  issued  tender  from  the  earth." 

Then  I  to  him  :  "  Thy  truths  implant  my  hear! 
"With  good  humility,  and  check  iny  pride: 
But  who  is  he,  of  whom  yon  lately  spok«  ?"  "' 
He  answered :  "That  is  Provcn/.an  Salvaui/ 
And  he  is  here  for  that  he  did  presume 
Sienna  all  to  bring  into  his  hands. 
And  thus  he  moves,  and  walks  without  repose 
Since  when  he  died  :  such  forfeiture  must  pay 
In  satisfaction  who  was  proud  on  earth." 
Then  I :  "If  every  spirit  that  defers 
ili.-i  pmiletiec  until  his  lii'c's  extreme, 
Remains  below,  nor  hither  upward  mounts. 
Unless  assisted  bj  some  faithful  prayers,  ™ 
Until  a  time  is  passed  long  as  he  lived, 
How  was  arrival  hither  granted  him  ?" 
He  said  :  "  When  he  in  greatest  glory  lived, 
Freely  upon  the  Campo  of  Sienna, 
Laying  aside  all  shame,  he  placed  himself ; 
And  there,  his  friend  to  rescue  from  the  pain 
He  suffered  in  captivity  by  Carlo, 
He  wrought  himself  to  quiver  in  each  vein." 

■  Lord  of  Sienna.  He  commanded  on  Ihe  Gnibdba  aide  when  the 
FLmrniurH  r.-iil.-cT  »1  M.-nt-  A|..T1,  in  IP.    lit-  Mu>  taken  nnd 

Ichi-nli-l  L.v  tin-  PL  .[-..tiilm-s,  in  til..'  iuttlr  kwetn  thein  and  the 
Sieimesc,  allelic  in  Vil  d'HI-.i  in  12?,\>.    rPurg.  liii.  lis.) 

»  (In,-  Yisnn  UTis  liiki-n  ,i:,r       I  In-  1  :.Ul"  - -f  Taj-Urn-. :,uii  Wiis 

],M  l.v  i:l,rirli-*  cf  Ai.j-.i.l  f-.r  a  nuiKiin  ->f  lU.W.'l.i  pieces  of  gold.  Tu 

raise  tfii-i  Mini,  IVi-n-nzaii  st.-ml  in  the  !';iiil|  r  |iuMir  |.lru-i;  -if  Kitmn, 

ill  i  i-r^j.;.-!       .■•■:i1i  :1.iii  ii.nr-  i; mil  ti.-        iil.l.'      LI f..        his  t'riorid. 
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No  more  I  tell,  that  which  I  s]«nk  is  dark ; 
liut  little  time  will  pass  before  thy  neighbours 
Will  act  so  that  thou  mayst  this  imderstnud.' 
This  deed  of  hia  released  him  from  those  hounds." 

1    A   |.ri.Iwli.Hl  ttlllt   Dillll*'  ill  )li-  r-lilf  U.Hllil    kll'.U    liHV  ]|..|ll  .1  ill",!! 

iito  beg. 
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SCULPTURED    EXAMPLES  OF    PJtlDH— LUCIFER,  K1MROU 
KEOBB,      -ASCENT  TO  THE  SECOND  CIRCLE. 

Coupled  like,  oxen  when  they  go  in  joke, 

I  with  that  burdened  spirit  went  along 

Such  time  as  jny  sweet  t earlier  would  permit  : 

Hut  when  lie  said  :  "  Leave  him,  and  forward  go, 

For  here  witli  oars  am!  canvas  it  is  good 

Much  as  may  be  for  each  lo  urge  his  bark  ;" 

Upright,  us  one  is  wont  to  walk,  I  drew 

My  person,  notwithstanding  that  my  thoughts 

Depressed  anil  bowed  down  still  in  me  remained. 

I  had  advanced,  and  followed  willingly 

Tiie  paces  of  my  Master,  and  we  botli 

Already  showed  how  light  we  were  become, 

When  he  said  to  mc :  "  Downward  turn  thine  eyes. 

It  will  be  piecing  In  beguile  the  way 

To  view  the  lloor  on  which  thy  footsteps  rest." 

As.to  perpetuate  their  memory, 
Over  the  buried,  graves  sunk  in  the  earth 
Display  in  sculpture  what  they  were  in  life; 
At  which  oft  times  men  are  to  grief  renewed 
Ity  pricking  of  that  recollection, 
Which  only  pious  men  to  gnod  incites ; 
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So  saw  1  tliere,  but  closer  to  the  life, 
Ily  rules  of  art  with  sculpture  decorated 
What  jutted  from  the  mount  to  form  a  way. 

Him'  1  beheld  who  was  created  noble 
More  than  all  other  creatures,  down  from  heaven 
Pall  like  a  thunderbolt,  upon  one  side. 
I  saw  Briarcus,  transfixed  by  the  dart 
Celestial,  lie  upon  the  other  hand, 
To  the  earth  cumbersome  in  icy  death.  " 
I  saw  Thymbncus,'  Pallas  too  and  Mars 
In  arms  yet  standing  round  about  their  sire, 
And  looking  on  the  giant's  scattered  limbs. 
Nimrod  I  saw  nt  foot  of  his  great  work, 
As  one  confounded,  gazing  on  the  hosts, 
That  were  at  Shinnr  with  him  in  their  pride. 

0  Niobe,  with  whui  sad  weeping  eyes 

1  saw  thee  represented  on  the  path 

'Twist  seven  and  seven  of  thy  children  slain  ! 

O  Saul,  beneath  a  weapon  of  thine  own,  " 

Tliere  was)  thou  seen  upon  Gil  boil  dead, 

Which  after  felt  not  cither  dew  or  rain  1 ' 

O  mad  Araclme,  thee  I  also  saw 

Half  turned  a  spider,  sad  among  the  threads 

Of  thine  own  work,  which  ill  for  thee  was  spun  ! 

O  Hehoboam,  not  was  threatening  seen 

Thine  image  there;  bill  overwhelmed  by  fear 

A  chariot  bore  it,  fleeing  ere  pursued ! ' 

Further  the  solid  pavement  did  set  forth, 

How  to  his  mother  Alcmrcon  *  made  dear  " 

'  Lndfcr.       ■  Ajailki,  si.  isilkil  fmui  Lis  ttjiij.l.:  :i(  Tkvmhra  in  Lydis. 
■  2  Sum.  i.  31.                            '  1  Kings,  lii.  18. 
■    II  ■  | 1  'Ml  i  Hi.  I'll.  1  [»we*singl 

!>)■  which  he  wna  forced  lo  wxompnn/the  exjwlitiwi  against  Thcbca,  in 
which  h"  fell  ;  nnrl  Kn].liyk  iv:is  fitil  I..  by  her  »m  in  rciritralL.m 
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Appeal  to  be  the  wretched  ornament. 

It  represented  how  his  sons  did  fall 

Within  the  temple  on  Sennacherib,1 

And  how  they  llrd  iiwuy  iiml  left  hiin  dead. 

It  showed  the  havoc,  and  the  slaughter  fell 

Which  Tomyris  made  when  she  to  Cyrus  said  : 

For  blood  thou  thirsfedst,  take  thy  till  of  blood.' 

It  showed  how  in  a  rout  to  flight  betook 

The  Assyrians,  after  llolol'ernes  died, 

And  nil  that  followed  of  their  chastisement ,  '" 

Troy  I  beheld  in  ashes  and  in  pits; 

O  llion,  bow  wholly  sunk  and  vile 

The  sculpture  showed  thee,  as  it  there  was  seen  ! 

He  was  a  master  of  the  style  and  pencil 
Who  traced  (he  shadows  and  the  forms  which  there 
A  subtle  mind  to  admiration  forced. 
As  dead  the  dead,  the  living  seemed  alive : 
Clearer  I  had  not  seen  reality 
Than  what  1  walked  on,  while  I  stooping  went. 
Therefore  be  proud  and  march  with  haughty  looks,  '" 
Children  of  Eve,  nor  downward  bend  the  face, 
Lest  ye  perceive  how  evil  is  your  path  ! 

Further  along  the  mountain  we  had  wound, 
And  of  the  sun's  course  there  was  more  performed 
Than  was  aware  my  mind  p re- occupied ; 
When  he  tliat  ever  forward  on  the  watch 
Proceeded,  thus  began  :  "Lift,  up  thy  head: 
Time  is  no  more,  for  going  thus  engrossed. 
Yonder  behold  an  Angel  who  prepares 

'  Tomjrij,  Queen  of  the  MnMn^tie,'  who  threw  the  headuf  C/rtu 


ce  her  sixth  handmaiden.' 
:e  thine  acts  and  looks. 
That  to  assist  thy  mounting  lie  may  deign  : 
Think  that  again  this  day  will  never  davrn." 

I  to  his  admonitions  was  well  used 
Not  to  lose  tune,  in  such  wise  that  on  this 
Matter  he  could  not  speak  to  me  as  deaf. 
Towards  us  came  the  creature  beautiful, 
Arrayed  in  white  and  of  such  countenance 
As  is  the  shining  of  the  morning  star, 
ilia  arms  he  opened,  and  then  spread  his  wings, 
Saying :  "  Approach,  the  stair  is  close  at  hand, 
And  easily  it  may  he  mounted  now; 
To  this  announcement  very  few  attain: 
0  race  of  men,  for  upward  flight  create, 
Why  do  ye  fall  before  the  slightest  blast  r" 
He  led  us  on  to  where  the  rock  was  cut : 
Over  my  forehead  here  he  brushed  his  wings, 
Then  promised  me  a  journey  free  from  care. 

As  on  the  right  hand,  (to  ascend  the  hill 
On  which  there  stands  the  church"  which  overlooks 
The  well-ruled  city,  over  liubacontc",) 
la  broken  the  stiff  toil  of  the  ascent 
By  steps  that  were  constructed  in  the  time, 
"When  were  secure  the  measures  and  the  hooks ; 
So  was  this  hank  made  easy,  which  descends 
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Here  very  si fr |il_v  tinrn  the  upper  round: 
Yet  grazes  one  the  tall  rock  ou  each  side. 

While  we  were  moving  thither  our  forms, 
fl{t:v)r,t  or::  t if.  p<«i>-  hi  xjiirit.,'  voices 
Ho  sang,  as  cannot  he  described  in  words. 
All !  by  how  much  are  different  these  doors 
From  the  infernal  I    To  this  place  with  songs 
They  enter ;  there  with  horrible  laments. 

Now  we  ascended  by  the  holy  steps, 
And  much  more  buoyant  I  appeared  to  be, 
Than  I  had  seemed  before  upon  the  plain  : 
Then  I  :  "  0  Master,  say  what  heavy  tiling 
lias  been  removed  from  me,  for  scarce  at  all 
Fatigue  is  known  by  ine,  as  I  proceed  ?" 
lie  answered  me :  "  When  the  P's  that  remain 
Already  almost  fading  from  thy  brow, 
Shall  wholly  be,  as  one  now  is,  erased. 
Thy  feet  will  be  so  mastered  by  good-will, 
That  not  only  they  shall  nnt  know  fatigue, 
But  it  will  be  delight  to  them  to  mount.1' 
Then  did  I  as  a  man  that  goes  along 
With  something  on  Ins  bead,  not  known  to  him. 
But  that  the  signs  of  others  breed  a  doubt : 
Wherefore  for  certainty  the  band  lends  aid, 
And  seeks  and  linds  the  thing,  and  service  does 
Which  eyesight  was  not  able  to  supply  : 
And  with  the  linger  of  my  right  hand,  plain 
I  found  six  lellers  only,  which  had  marked 
lie  of  the  keys  upon  me,  od  my  brow  : 
Observing  which  thing  my  conductor  smiled. 

1  MiillW,  v.  3.  Otic  i>f  tin:  llcul limit!*  ..f  tliE  Strliiwu  "11 
Mount,  Tft  related  in  each  dnile  »f  Purgjifiry. 
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T[[K  SECOND  CIIII'I.K-TIIK  F-XVIOtM  IN-  HAlltCIXlTJj  AN]>  WITH 
8EALE1>  KYES.-KXAMI'I.KS  OF  LOVE.— 3  API  A. 

Wk  now  were  lit  the  summit  of  the  stair, 

Where  for  the  second  time  is  interrupted 

Tile  mount  which  by  ascending  frees  from  sin. 

There  in  like  manner  does  a  cornice  bind 

The  mountain  round,  as  does  the  former  one; 

But  than  the  oilier  sooner  forms  its  round. 

TJicrc  is  no  portraiture  nor  figure  seen; 

The  bank  shows  only  and  the  simple  path, 

In-livid  colour  of  the  rocky  mass. 

"  Tf  here  to  ask  our  way  we  stay  far  souls,"  " 

The  poet  reasoned,  "  I  am  much  afraid 

That  our  decision  would  be  long  postponed :  " 

Fixed  then  upon  the  sun  he  turned  his  eyes, 

Made  his  right  side  the  pivot  of  his  wheel. 

And  of  his  body  turned  the  left  around. 

"  O  sweet  light,  in  whose  confidence  I  go 

Upon  this  new  path,  do  thou  guide  in  if," 

lie  said,  "as  best  is  guided  in  this  place  : 

The  earth  thou  warmest  anil  dost  give  it  light; 

Unless  adversely  oilier  reasons  prompt, 

Thy  radiance  should  ever  be  the  guide." 
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Far  iis  oil  earth  were  measured  by  a  mile. 
Already  an  far  liatl  we  progress  made 
Wiiliiii  ;i  short  lime  by  our  ready  will; 
Aud  now  towards  us  living  wen:  perceived. 
Spirits,  although  not  seen,  who  forth  proclaimed 
Courteous  cut  realm  e  nts  to  tlie  board  of  love. 
The  first  voice  passing  us  upon  the  wing, 
"  They  hart:  no  wine,"  1  in  a  loud  tone  proclaimed. 
And  to  the  rear  it  went  repeating  it. 
And  ere  this  wholly  was  to  hearing  lost, 
Ki:tr<:;iliiig;  "I  Orestes '  am ;  "  another 

Exclaiming  passed,  but  never  lighted  down. 

"  0,"  said  I,  "  Sire,  these  voices,  what  are  they '( " 

And  as  I  question  made,  behold  a  third. 

Saying :  "  Love  them  from  whom  ye  have  had  ill  ?  "  ' 

Then  my  good  Lord  :  "This  circle  punishes 

The  vice  of  cuvioiisnesj,  and  therefore  are 

Handled  by  love  the  lashes  of  their  whip : 

The  bridle  in  a  dilfcrent  note  must  sound;  " 

I  think  that  thou  wilt  hear  it,  as  I  trow, 

Before  the  pass  of  pardon  thou  attain  : 

lint  look  attentive  through  the  atmosphere, 

And  thou  in  front  wilt  people  see  who  sit 

And  each  of  them  along  the  rock  is  placed." 

More  than  before  t  opened  wide  mine  eyes; 

I  looked  in  frout,  and  souls  beheld  in  cloaks 

That  dill'eri'd  not  in  colour  from  the  rock. 

And  ere  we  bad  much  further  progress  made, 

I  heard  cried  out :  "  0  Mary,  pray  for  us ; " 

And  cried  :  "  0  Jlicliael,  Peter,  and  All  Sainte," 

I  t  hink  that  not  upon  the  earth  there  lives 


1  TLc  wunin  nf  the  mother  of  .Ichub  at  the  mnrriiigi'  in  Cim,  Jubu,  ii. 
:i—  i.W-iLr,,;  Hi..  wi,.iN  .if  uthci*}. 

«  The  wonls  ..f  L\h.l<*  l.f.rv  lii-ll,a-"!i.ii  -Ivivin-  will]  <W.-m 
hi  In-  |Hlt  l-i  ilralli  in  hii  jlwi.t  !'im»  IK-  AiHit'iliii,  'Jl— (UiviriB  ivi'ti 
life  W  otter*). 
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So  stern  n  man,  as  would  not  be  provoked 

To  pity  bj  the  tbing  which  now  I  saw ; 

For,  when  I  was  so  near  to  them  arrived 

Tint  I  heir  condition  beraino  manifest 

Unto  mine  eyes,  I  was  in  deep  grief  bathed. 

In  coarsest  sackcloth  they  seemed  covered  up, 

And  each  upon  another's  shoolders  leaned. 

And  all  of  them  were  by  the  bank  sustained.  " 

The  blind  men  thus,  who  their  subsistence  kick, 

In  churches  wait  to  beg  for  what  they  need, 

And  one  his  bead  upon  another  leans. 

Because  in  mankind  pity  finds  a  place. 

Nut  only  at  the  sound  of  spoken  words, 

But  at  the  sight  which  no  less  supplicates : 

And  a."  no  sun  appr  :lies  to  the  blind, 

So  on  the  shade?  of  whom  [  just,  now  spoke. 
The  light  of  heaven  will  not  shed  itself; 
Pierces  an  iron  I  bread  their  eyelids  all, 
And  seals  them,  as  with  falcon  unreclaimed 
Is  done,  because  it  will  not  still  remain. 

It  seemed  I  did  a  wrong  the  while  I  went, 
Seeing  the  others,  and  not  being  seen  j 
Wherefore  I  turned  to  my  wise  counsellor. 
Well  knew  he  what  the  silent  one  would  say. 
And  therefore  waited  not  for  my  demand ; 
But  said  :  "  Speak  out,  and  be  thou  brief  and  clear." 
Virgil  was  standing  by  me  on  that  side 
Tin.1  terraced  road  from  which  a  mail  could  fall,  * 
Because  surrounded  by  no  parapet : 
Upon  my  other  side  were  the  devout 
Shadows  that  by  the  suture  horrible 

"Were  so  oppressed,  they  bathed  Iheir  cheeks  in  tears. 
To  them  I  turned,  and :  "  Race  that  art  secure," 
1  thus  began,  "in  see  the  highest  Light, 
On  which  is  only  your  desire  intent. 
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As  may  grace  soon  resolve  away  the  scum 
From  off  your  conscience,  so  that  purified 
By  it  the  river  of  the  mind  may  Ilow, 
Say,  for  it  would  be  kind  and  dear  to  me, 
If  is  among  you  any  Latin  soul ; 
It  may  be  good  for  him,  if  liim  I  know." 

"  0  brother  mine,  each  is  a  citizen* 
Of  one  true  city,  but  thou  wouldest  say 
Who  lived  in  Italy  in  pilgrimage." 
It  seemed  to  me,  that  I  this  answer  heard, 
From  further  onwards  than  the  place  I  held ; 
Wherefore  to  listen  I  went  ouwardly. 
Among  tlieni  1  saw  wait  reply  a  shade 
As  it  appeared ;  and  if  one  should  ask.  How  ? 
It  held  Ihe  chin  raised  as  a  blind  man  does. 
"  Spirit,"  I  said,  "  that  for  ascent  art  tamed, 
If  thou  art  that  one  who  has  answered  me, 
Make  thyself  known  to  me  by  place  or  name." 

"  I  was  a  Siamese,"  it  said ;  "with  these, 
The  rest,  I  here  do  purge  a  guilty  life. 
Weeping  to  Ilini  to  grant  himself  to  us. 
I  was  not  sapient  although  Sapia1 
I  was  called,  and  1  was  at  others'  ills 
Delighted  more,  than  at  my  own  success. 
And  that  thou  mayst  not  think  that  I  deceive, 
Hear  if  I  was,  as  I  have  told  thee,  senseless. 
While  I  descended  on  the  bridge  of  years. 
My  fellow  citizens  were  close  to  Colli! 
Joined  in  a  battle  with  their  enemies  j 
And  I  prayed  God  for  that  which  he  had  willed. 
There  they  were  beaten,  and  turned  to  the  sad 

'  Uulirewn,  x\.  13  ;        14.    Eiibcs.  ii.  19. 
*  A  mililo  liulj  i.f  Sii-iina,  ivliii,  liviiia  in  i'iIIi'  :il  Ci.]].',  ]  Kivnl  fur 
Ihe  defeat  of  her  counirjiwr.  at  tin-  Lnltlr  in  liUS)  |I'urg-  *i-  121). 
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Passes  of  flight ;  and  when  I  saw  tlie  cliase, 

I  look  to  joy  beyond  all  other  tilings ;  m 

So  that  I  upwards  turned  my  daring  face, 

Crying  to  God :  Ik'inxfuHli  1  fair  tlieu  not ; 

As  at  the  first  line  weather  did  the  ousel." 

I  longed  for  peace  with  God  when  nt  the  end 

Of  my  lift ;  and  yet  never  would  have  been 

My  just  account  hv  penitence  decreased, 

Had  it  not  been  that  mention  made  of  me 

L'ier  l'ettinagno '  in  his  holy  prayers, 

[11  whom  compassion  for  me  did  grow  up. 

liut  who  art  thou  that  of  our  circumstances  "" 

Oocst  demanding,  wearing  thine  eyes  free, 

As  I  suppose,  and  talkcst.  drawing  breath  ?  " 

"Mine  eyes,"  I  said,  "will  also  here  be  shut. 
But  for  short  time;  for  email  is  the  offence 
Committed  by  me  in  the  ways  of  envy. 
Greater  the  terror  is,  in  which  is  held 
My  spirit  by  the  tortures  of  beneath. 
Already  weighs  on  me  the  load  below." 
She  then  to  me  :  "  Who  has  conducted  thee 
Above  among  us,  hoping  to  return  ?  " 
And  I :  "  The  one  with  me  who  speaks  no  word : 
I  am  alive;  and  therefore  ask  of  me 
0  chosen  soul,  if  thou  wonldst  have  me  stir 
For  thee  on  earth  again  my  mortal  feel." 
"  0,  tliis  is  such  a  new  thing  to  the  ear," 
She  said,  "  it  is  o  great  sign  God  thee  loves  j 
Therefore  assist  me  with  thine  orisons : 
And  I  implore  by  what  thou  lovest  best. 
If  ever  thou  the  land  of  Tuscany  tread, 

'■  In  LiNilmrik  tin-  tli ri-  l;i-l  'by.-  .if  .l;ii.nnry  nn-  (mII.  iI  </!■■  mi  </.,V,r 

i.,M,  I-.  tin-  l.ln.  l.l'ii'1 :  Wail*.  -JU.-I-  fiinliiic  tl>e  mild  at 

that  time,  hIic-  Insist.-.!  (Ii;it.  -In:  in  l.inf.T  fi-im.l  January. 
A  hermit  of  LT.  i.t  -sm-tity  i.f  l.';im].i  neir  tHenim. 
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That  with  my  kin  thou  set  my  fame  aright. 
Them  wilt  thou  see  among  the  bulling  r;uv 
Wlio  hope  in  T.i] :nr,"       thus  lose 
.Marc  hupL'  thiui  in  the  sirkiii;r  the  Diana; 
But  more  by  it  their  admirals  will  lose." 


■  Tbc  SieoneJW,  unilltious  of  naval  anil  commercial  power,  enjea- 
\..urr.!   ]'|  v;iin   1-.  r.-liil.li-li  n  fiiTf  ill  Tiil;LiifM:j\  :n:.i  tiiftnv  live?,  Wert' 
Int.  fri-m  tliv  iLiilitult  limits  i'f  tl:i'  ^ 1 1 ^* i .     Th.-y        m^u-'l  lur^.-  *um- 
uf  money  in  altemptine  In  reach  a  mip|>03al  subterranean  river  wliirh 
,-i l I E i ■■  i  till!  Duuin. 
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tiir  BNYIOUa  continued.— anroo  del  duca.— ihvikrt  da 

CALDOL1.-TIIB  FAMILIES  OK  ROHiGNA, 

"  Who  may  this  be  that  circles  round  our  mount. 
Or  ever  death  has  irivuii  lliiiht.  to  Win 
And  at  his  pleasure  opes  and  shuts  his  eyes  ?  " 
"  I  know  not  who,  but  lie  is  not  alone  i 

Hn|in>t  hiiii  llinf       luuirr  Mould  ; i j!| in >;»cli , 

Ami  jrnntly  u'rect  him  so  that  hf  inav  sjicak.'" 

Two  spirits 1  thus,  that  on  each  other  leaned, 

There  on  the  right  hand  side  conversed  of  me; 

Then  to  accost  me  upwards  raised  the  face. 

Spoke  one  of  them  ;  "  O  spirit,  that  held  fast  " 

Yet  in  the  body  towards  Heaven  gocst, 

For  charity  console  us,  and  impart 

Whence  art,  and  wiiat  thou  art  ;  for  thou  dost  cause 

Such  marvel  at  the  grace  accorded  thee. 

As  fits  a  tiling  that  never  was  before." 

Then  I :  "  Through  middle  Tuscany  there  flows 
A  river  that  in  Fultcrona  springs, 

1  Guido  del  Dim  ft  Rreltinorn,  and  Rivieri  3m  C»11»U  of  F.-rli— 
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And  sates  it  not  an  hundred  miles  of  course  : 

Upon  its  b:«nks  this  body  I  obtained. 

To  tell  thee  who  T  am,  would  be  in  vain ;  " 

As  vet  my  name  has  not  been  Bounded  much." 

"  Rightly  thy  meaning  if  I  penetrate. 
With  understanding,"  answer  made  me  then 
lie  who  spoke  first,  "  thou  speakest  of  the  Amo." 
And  said  the  other  to  him  :  "  Why  conceals 
This  man  the  proper  title  of  the  stream. 
As  one  would  do  with  an  uccursi-d  thing?" 
On  which  the  shade  that  questioned  was  of  this, 
Replied  to  him :  "  I  know  not ;  but  deserves 
To  perish  righteously  that  valley's  name ; 
1'or  from  its  origin,  (where  is  so  swollen 
The  mountain  range,  whence  was  Pclorua  torn, 
That  in  few  places  it  exceeds  that  show ') 
Down  to  the  part  where  to  restore  it  comes 
That  which  the  heavens  drink  up  from  the  sea, 
Whence  streams  draw  that  which  goes  along  with  them, 
Virtue  is  hunted  like  an  enemy 
Iiy  all,  as  if  she  were  a  snake,  by  hap 
t >f  situation,  or  bad  use  which  rules  : 
Whence  have  their  nature  in  such  manner  changed 
The  dwellers  m  that  miserable  vale, 
'Tis  as  if  Circe  fed  them  witli  her  meats. 
Among'  brute  swine  who  acorns  more  deserve 
Than  other  food  for  human  use  designed, 
It  at  the  first  directs  its  slender  course  : 

:  The  A|-enuinea  (tlcscrilxsl  is  the  range  with  which  Polnrua,  the 

Pi'-ilian  [ir  nti.ry  mlj:  ril       It.ily,  « s;i|.j      I  t.i  ]i;.vi>  Wi  i.tnv 

I'lTitimmcsl,  are  snirl  to  Iv  t:i. - -t.  iLl.innl.nit  in  waters  on  FttltorunH, 
whence  l«itn  the  Amu  anil  the  Tiltr  n|iririK. 

3  Tin'  nmtw  -if  tbi'  Am- 1  U  i]i  wi  il'i -1  rhr-ni-l.  <';is,Tit.Li:i,,  thn  i'iiiritrj 

ai.Tiy  ft i  1 1 .  t!  ii-  -if  An-/.-.  —  ll  .-.>mi:  l.i  l!i  ■  u,.lv.-»  ..f  Florence,— 
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Meets  cura  nest,  lower  downwards  as  it  comes, 

More  full  of  mailing  Ulan  tif  power  for  ill. 

And  lo  tliein  scornfully  it.  turns  tlie  snout : 

Falling  it  inarches  on,  and  as  it  grows. 

So  more  and  more  the  dogs  to  wolves  turned  finds 

That  miserable  and  accursed  stream. 

Proceeding  then  by  many  a  deep  reach, 

It  meets  the  foxes  so  replete  with  fraud 

They  fciir  no  talent  that  can  master  them. 

Nor  will  I  ecasc  to  speak  as  overheard ; 

It  will  bo  good  for  this  man,  if  he  know 

That  winch  n  truthful  soul  unfolds  to  me. 

Thy  grandson '  I  heboid,  who  has  become 

The  hunter  of  those  wolves  upon  the  bank 

Of  that  fierce  stream,  and  he  puts  all  to  llight. 

IJi'  SL-lls  Hie  lli'sh,  while  yel  it  is  alive, 

And  after  kills  (hem  like  a  worn-out  ox: 

Many  of  life,  himself  of  praise  deprives. 

Bloody  be  issues  from  the  savage  Wood  ; 

And  leaves  it  such  that  in  a  thousand  years 

It  will  not  be  restored  tei  its  first  slate." 

As  on  announcement  of  some  future  ills 
The  face  is  troubled  of  the  man  that  hears, 
From  wheresoever  menaces  the  risk  ; 
The  other  spirit  thus  I  saw,  who  turned 
Stood  listening,  grow  troubled  and  pnrplexed, 
As  he  received  the  words  addressed  to  him. 
The  words  of  one  of  them,  the  other's  looks 
Gave  me  desire  to  ascertain  their  names ; 
And  with  entreaties  mived,  I  asked  for  them. 
On  which  the  spirit  that  first  spoke  to  me, 
i3ei;an  again:  "Thou  wouldcst  haye  me  stoop 


To  do  for  thee  what  thou  for  me  wilt  not : 
But  since  God  chooses  that  iii  thee  should  sliine 
His  love  so  much,  I  will  not  niggard  1m:  ; 
Know  me  then  therefore  as  Guido  del  Duca. 
With  enviousncss  my  blood  was  so  inflamed, 

Thou  mights!  have  situ  me  overspread  with  spite. 

Such  harvest  gather  I  from  what  I  sowed. 

0  human  race,  why  dost  thou  set  the  heart 

"Where  needful  'tis  partakers  to  exclude  ?  * 

This  one  is  lliuicr,  I  Ik-  praise  and  fame 

Of  Calboli's  inherit  mice,  where  none 

Has  to  his  virlue  heir  since  mink  himself : 

And  not  only  his  blood  is  rendered  bare, 

Twixt.  Po  and  Ilcuo,  and  the  bills  and  sea,  • 

Of  all  good  requisites  for  truth  and  joy; 

liut  all  within  llu-st-  boundaries  is  full 

Of  poisonous  stocks,  so  that  it  will  be  long 

For  cultivation  ere  it  loses  them. 

Where  is  good  Licio,  Arrigo  Mauardi, 

Pier  Traversaro,  and  Guido  Carpigna  ? 

0  Romagnese,  how  turned  to  bastardy  ! 

While  in  Bologna  does  a  Fabbro  spring,  '*' 

A  Bernardin  di  Fosco  in  Faenna, 

A  noble  sapling  from  a  Inimble  root." 

"0  Tuscan,  marvel  not  that  1  lament, 
When  I  remember  with  <iuulo  da  Prata, 
The  Ugolin  of  A-/,y.o  once  with  us, 
Ft'derisro  Tiguoso  and  his  kin. 
The  Traversal,  and  the  Anastagi ; 
(And  each  of  these  is  disinherited) 
The  knights  and  dames,  the  leisures  and  the  toils, 

1  See  Purg.  iv.  »5.  "  The  limits  ofltnrangna. 
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Inviting  us  to  love  ami  courtesy, 

Where  uow  all  hearts  to  villanj  are  turned. 

0  Brettinoro,  why  dost  thon  not  fly 

Now  th.it  thy  family  from  thee  is  gone. 

And  many  others,  to  avoid  the  guilt? 

Well  does  liagnacaval  to  ecase  its  line, 

ill  Cistroearo  docs,  and  Conio  worse. 

Thai  to  produce  sueh  Counts  i!  further  strives  ; 

Well  will  be  the  Pagani  when  Demonio 

Is  taken  from  them ;  but  at  no  time  pun: 

Ever  the  memory  of  them  will  be.  "* 

0  Ugolm  of  Fantoli,  secure 

Thy  name  is,  for  is  not  expected  more 

That  which,  degenerate,  might  sully  it. 

But,  Tuscan,  go  thy  way,  for  now  I  would 

Rather  lament  than  further  converse  hold  ; 

Our  country  has  so  moved  my  mind  to  grief." 

We  were  amn:  that  these  beloved  souls 
Heard  us  go  onwards;  and  as  they  said  nought 
They  made  us  in  our  path  to  feel  secure. 
Soon  as  we  were  upon  our  way  alone, 
Broke  forth,  as  lightning  "hen  il  cleaves  the  air, 
A  voice  which  me  I  us  and  ejaculated  : 
"  Erety  ''in-  tint!  ftihlfUt  <>n:  shall  slay  me ;  "  ' 
Then  passed  like  thunder  as  it  rolls  away 
When  suddenly  disperses  the  storm  cloud. 
Soon  as  from  tlus  the  hearing  had  relief, 
Behold  another  with  ?n  loud  a  crash. 
It  was  like  rapid  following  thunder  peals: 
"  I  am  Aglauros '  that  was  turned  to  stone." 
On  this  to  draw  me  nearer  to  the  hard. 
Backward  instead  of  forward  I  took  steps. 

'  Rnvions  nf  JWniV*  hi-.-  i'"  W  sl-n-r  II.-™:.  ami  lurned  l<>  atoiii' 
by  Kim.  Orid,  M-t.  ii.  fifiB. 
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The  air  was  now  on  every  side  at  rest ; 
And  he  to  mc  said  :  "That  was  the  hard  bit 
Which  should  confine  a  wan  within  his  bounds. 
For  you,  the  bait  ye  seize,  so  that  the  book 
Of  the  old  enemy  towards  him  drags  you. 
And  therefore  little  boots  or  rem  or  call. 
Heaven  invokes  you,  and  around  you  spreads, 
Displaying  to  you  its  denial  beauties. 
And  only  on  the  earth  arc  Used  your  eyes ; 
lie  therefore  who  sees  all  things  lashes  you." 


CANTO  XV. 


So  much  na  'twist  the  third  hour's  finishing 
And  day's  beginning,  of  the  sphere  is  seen. 
Which  is  in  restless  motion  like  a  child, 
Tims  much  there  seemed  before  lite  fall  of  night 
Remaining  of  his  circuit  to  the  sun ;' 
It  was  the  evening  there,  here  middle  ui^ht, 
And  smote  directly  on  the  fare  the  rays, 
Because  so  rounded  by  us  was  the  mount, 
That  now  we  went  straightforward  to  the  west ; 
When  I  wns  conscious  that  my  vision  quailed 
Before  a  splendour  greater  than  that  first. 
And  at  this  unknown  thing  I  was  amazed. 
On  which  I  raised  mine  hands  above  the  brows 
Of  mine  eyes,  and  thus  made  myself  a  screen 
To  abate  the  excessive  splendour  of  the  sight. 

The  rays  rebound  upon  the  otiier  side, 
Ascending  upwards  in  a  similar  path 

1  It  is  tlm-i-  liiiiirs  01  n;nKi  t  n(  the  M  imit.iin  t'urpitory,  and  mid- 
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To  that  in  which  they  fell,  and  only  leave 
The  falling  stone's  path  in  the  same  degree. 
As  shows  us  nature  and  experiment; 
So  seemed  I  by  tlie  light  that  was  retlccted 
In  front  of  me  in  that  plaee,  to  he  struck  : 
From  which  most  quick  was  I  to  free  my  sight.' 

"  Sweet  Father,  who  is  (his,  from  whom  I  cannot 
Shelter  mine  eyes  however  much  I  strive," 
I  said,  "  and  who  towards  us  seems  to  move  ? " 
"Be  not  surprist'il,  il  us  vet  d^zles  thee 
The  family  of  heaven,"  he  replied  : 
"  This  one  is  sent  to  invite  men  to  ascend.  *" 
Soon  will  it  be  that  looking  on  these  things 
Will  not  be  painful,  but  will  give  delight, 
As  much  as  nature  fits  thec  to  receive." 

When  to  the  Messed  Angel  wc  were  come, 
"  Enter  yc  here,"  he  said  with  joyful  voice, 
"  Upon  a  stair  far  less  steep  than  the  last." 
We  mounted,  having  somewhat  onwards  moved. 
And  "  Blrmetl  arc  the  merciful"  there  was 
Chanted  behind,  mid  "Thou  that  win'st,  rejoice." 
My  Master  and  myself  the  two  alone 
Ascended  up,  and  as  we  went,  melhought 
To  ipiiii  some  profit  from  Ins  conversation, 
And  to  him  turned  I,  asking  of  him  thus  : 
"  What  meant  tu  say  that  spirit  of  Itoinagmi, 
When  speaking  of  c\clmlni  partnership?  "  ' 

He  then  to  me  :  "  Of  his  own  greatest  fault 
He  knows  the  sin,  and  therefore  marvel  not 

1  Tlio  liiibt  <ifU.il  is  Mlttt.il  nyum  Lliiiili;  fi-Miii  tin'  miwl,  aud  it  in 
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If  lie  rebuke  it :  less  w  ill  be  to  mourn. 
Because  jour  wishes  are  con  centra  ted 
Where  by  participation  some  is  lost, 
Envy  its  bellows  works  upon  your  sighs. 
Hut  if  the  love  of  the  supremcst  sphere. 
Your  aspirations  upwards,  had  conveyed 
This  apprehension  would  not  fill  your  breast, 
i''or  there  the  more  that  '  this  is  ours '  we  say, 
By  so  much  each  possesses  more  of  good. 
And  more  of  love  within  that  cloister  bums." 

"  l-'rom  being  content  I  further  am  removed," 
i  said,  "  than  if  thou  hadst  said  nought  to  me, 
And  more  of  doubt  I  gather  in  my  mind. 
How  can  it  be  that  good  distributed. 
The  more  possessors  makes  to  be  more  rich 
In  it,  than  if  by  fewer  it  were  held  ?  " 
Then  he  to  me  :  "  Because  thou  dost  bestow 
Only  thy  mind  upon  the  things  of  earth. 
Thou  pluckcst  darkness  from  the  truthful  light. 

'Mint  (idijil,  ijidfiibh:  and  ihtiliiti', 

Dwelling  above,  in  such  wise  flows  to  love, 

As  on  a  polished  body  rays  impinge. 

It  brings  as  much  affection  as  it  finds, 

So  that  however  far  may  love  extend 

The  eternal  influence  beyond  expands; 

And  the  more  persons  who  above  aspire, 

More  good  is  there  to  love,  and  more  of  love. 

And,  like  a  mirror,  each  reflects  on  each. 

And  if  my  reasons  satisfy  thee  not, 

Thou  wilt  see  Beatrice,  and  she  in  full 

Will  this  and  every  other  doubt  remove. 

Hasten  thou  only  that  may  vanish  soon, 

As  have  already  two,  the  live  imprints 

Which  are  healed  up  by  being  sorrowful." 

Ami  as  I  would  have  said:  "Thou  dost  suffice;" 
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Come  to  the  other  round  I  found  myself, 
So  tlmt  mine  eager  eyes  my  silence  claimed. 

There  in  a  vision,  as  it  seemed  to  me, 
Ecstatic  I  was  suddenly  caught  up, 
And  in  a  temple  I  much  people  saw  : 
One  was  a  woman  entering  with  the  air 
Of  a  fond  mother  saying  :  "  0  my  son. 
Wherefore  in  this  sort  hast  thou  dealt  with  us? 
Behold  thy  father  and  I  sorrowing 
Have  .-uiiLrlit  thee,'"  and  as  here  she  ceased  to  speak, 
Tlie  lirsl  part  of  jiiv  vision  disappeared. 
Then  showed  another  woman  with  sucli  streams 
As  trouble  down  the  checks  is  wont  to  pour, 
Caused  by  ureat  raire  against  some  other  one; 
And  said  :  "  If  thou  art  ruler  of  this  town, 
(Whose  name  created  'mtmgsi  tin:  guds  such  strife,' 
And  whence  all  sciences  have  spread  abroad,) 
'lake  vengeance  on  tin;  daring  pair  of  arms  "" 
That  have  our  daughter  clasped,  I'isislratus 
And  then  the  ruler  showed  benign  and  calm. 
And  answered  her  with  aspect  temperate  : 
"  ilo»*  should  we  deal  with  liim  that  wishes  ill. 
If  he  that  loves  us  were  by  us  condemned  ?*" 
Next  I  saw  men  incensed  by  heat  of  rage, 
Stoning  to  death  a  young  man     in  loud  voice. 
They  cried  to  one  another  :  "  Slay  him,  slay  ;" 
And  I  beheld  him  kneeling  down,  for  death  . 
drew  heavily  upon  him,  on  the  earth; 
But  he  his  eyes  made  ever  heaven's  gate?. 
The  while  he  prayed  God  in  tlmt  agony, 
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That  lie  bis  persecutors  would  forgive, 
With  such  »  look  as  to  compassion  moves. 

Soon  as  in j  spirit  from  abroad  returned 
To  objects  which  externally  subsist, 
I  knew  that  I  had  wandered,  though  in  truth. 
My  leader,  who  then  might  have  me  observed 
Do  as  o  man,  who  rouses  him  from  sleep, 
Said :  "  What  is  tin's,  canst  not  thyself  support  ? 
For  thou  hast  gone  for  more  than  half  a  league 
Closing  the  eves  mid  with  entangled  legs 
Like  one  that  is  by  wine  or  slumber  seized." 
"  O  my  loved  Father,  if  thou  wilt  give  heed," 
I  said,  "I  will  relate  what  I  have  seen. 
While  in  that  wise  I  lost  the  use  of  feet." 
And  he  :  "  If  thou  didst  Bear  an  hundred  masks 
Over  thy  face,  from  me  would  not  be  hid 
Thy  thoughts,  however  trilling  they  might  be; 
What  thou  hast  seen,  was  to  destroy  excuse 
From  opening  to  the  streams  of  peace  thy  heart, 
Which  from  the  eternal  fountain  are  diffused. 
I  asked  not, '  How  dost  fare?'  as  would  have  done 
One  that  has  eyesight  which  cannot  perceive 
When  severed  from  the  soul  the  body  lies: 
I  asked  to  give  thee  strength  upon  thy  feet : 
To  stimulate  the  idle  there  is  need 
To  use  their  wakefulness  as  it  returns." 

Attentively  we  through  the  evening  went 
Onwards,  as  fur  as  eye  could  penetrate. 
Fronting  lite  slimm::  and  bcliilcd  rays: 
And  lo  !  by  slow  degrees  appears  a  smoke 
Coming  towards  us,  darkling  as  the  night, 
Nor  was  there  any  way  to  escape  from  it : 
And  this  destroyed  the  sight  ami  the  pure  nir. 


CANTO  XVI. 


THE  TUIHD  CIHCI.E.-TUE  ANGBT  IN  THICK  BUOKB.— MARCO 
LOHBARDO.— THH  INFLUENCES  OF  THE  BKV.-TEUI'OIUL 
AND  SPIRITUAL  FOWEIt  OF  BO.ME. 

The  gloom  of  hell,  ami  of  a  night  bereft 

Of  every  star  beneath  a  barren  sky, 

When  much  as  may  be  it  is  dark  with  clouds. 

Gave  not  so  tliick  a  mantle  to  my  sight. 

As  did  the  smoke  which  there  surrounded  me. 

Nor  to  the  touch  such  crude  envelopment; 

Open  it  sufl'ered  not  the  eyes  to  be  : 

On  which  my  faitlvful  and  sagacious  escort 

Offered  his  shoulder,  coming  to  my  side. 

As  goes  a  blind  man  in  his  leader's  steps, 

Lest  he  should  wander  or  encounter  make 
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With  what  might  harm  him,  or  perchance  might  kill, 

So  went  I  through  tliat  foul  and  grievous  air 

To  my  conductor  listening,  who  said 

Only  :  "  Beware  lest  from  me  thou  remove." 

Voices  I  heard,  and  every  one  as  seemed 
In  name  of  pence  and  mercy  did  beseech 
The  Lamb  of  God  to  take  away  their  sins. 
Ever  did  they  commence  ivilli  "  Lamb  of  God  !"  ' 
There  was  one  word  and  measure  to  them  all,  " 
So  that  among  them  all  was  harmony. 
"Are  not  these  spirits,  Master,  whom  I  hear?" 
1  said:  and  lie  to  me:  "Thou  guessest  truth, 
And  they  to  loose  the  bonds  of  anger  go." 

"  U  who  mayst  thou  be  that  dosl  cleave  our  smoke. 
And  boldest  converse  with  us,  as  if  thou 
By  calends  still  didst  portion  out  the  time?" 
Tli us  was  it  spoken  by  a  single  voice, 
On  which  the  Master  said  to  me :  "  Reply, 
And  ask  him  if  by  this  way  one  ascends." 
Then  I:  "0  creature  that  dost  purify, 
Fair  to  return  to  liitn  that  fashioned  thee, 
A  marvel  thou  wilt  hear  if  thou  draw  nigh." 
"Par  as  permitted  I  will  follow  thee," 
He  said,  "and  if  the  smoke  permits  not  sight. 
Together  sound  will  keep  us  in  ils  stead." 
Then  I  began  :  "  In  those  integuments 
Which  death  unlooses,  I  above  proceed, 
And  I  came  hither  bv  the  way  of  Hell; 
if  God  then  has  me  to  his  grace  received 
So  far  that  he  wills  I  his  court  should  see, 
In  manner  quite  beyond  all  modern  use, 
Conceal  not  thou,  who  thou  before  death  wast, 

1  John,  L  SB. 
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lint  tell,  mid  say  if  I  seek  right  tlie  puss, 
And  thy  words  shall  become  to  us  our  guides." 

"I  was  a  Lombard,  and  was  Mateo1  called: 
I  knew  the  world,  and  I  that  virtue  loved, 
From  which  each  one  has  now  unstrung  the  bow  : 
for  the  ascent  ye  go  on  the  right  way." 
Iteplied  he  thus,  and  added  :  "I  entreat 
That  when  above  thou  wouldst  make  prayer  for  me.1 
I  then  to  him  :  "  I  pledge  thee  by  my  faith 
To  do  the  thing  thou  askest ;  but  I  burst 
Within  with  doubt  unless  myself  1  open. 
First  it  was  easy,  but  is  doubled  now 
By  thine  opinion,  for  1  am  confirmed 
By  (his,  ami  what  from  elsewhere  I  collate.1 
Truly  the  world  is  wholly  destitute 
Of  every  virtue,  ;is  thou  siyst  to  me, 
And  is  with  vieitiusnessi  o'crspread  and  tilled; 
But  I  entreat  that  thou  wouldst  add  the  cause, 
That.  I  may  know  it,  and  may  others  teach, 
For  some  in  heaven  place  it,  some  on  earth." 

A  deep  breath,  forced  by  sorrow  to  a  groan, 
lie  first  sighed  forth,  and  then  began :  "  0  Brother, 
The  world  is  blind  :  well  from  it  inayst  thou  come. 
Ye,  who  are  living,  every  reason  seek 
Above  in  the  skies  only* as  if  all 
Moved  of  necessity  along  with  them. 
Jf  this  were  so,  in  you  would  be  destroyed 
Free  will,  and  there  would  be  no  righteousness 
In  joy  for  good,  aud  punishment  for  ill. 
The  skies  initiate  your  acts  at  first : 
I  say  not  all,  but  granting  that  I  did, 

»  Mum  Lombai^o,  >  DoHe  Venetian,  an.l  friend  of  Dute. 

1  Nniii':!'1  lint  li:nl  1  -i.-- - 1 1  I.1.-  ('ii i. I..  1 1.  I  llik  iL,  rl;i-  il.  L'.n.iriiA 
mu,  in  Turg.  lit. 
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Liglit  is  afforded  you  of  good  and  ill, 

And  a  free  choice,  which  if  it  be  exerted 

in  the  first  contests  with  tlie  skies,  endures ; 

After,  it  conquers  all,  if  nourished  well. 

To  greater  power,  and  a  higher  nature, 

Though  free,  ye  are  subjected  :  (his  creates  ™ 

A  mind  in  you  beyond  the  skies'  control : 

lience  by  the  present  world  if  ted  astray 

In  you  the  reason  is,  aud  yours  the  blame  ; 

Of  this  I  am  to  thee  a  witness  true. 

"  Came  from  the  hand  of  Him,  n  ell  pleased  with  it 
Ere  it  existed,  like  a  little  child 
With  tears  and  smiles  that  acts  its  infant  life, 
The  soul  in  purilv,  which  nothing  knows-, 
Except  that  from'its  well-pleased  Maker  sent, 

At  first  it  task's  the  jay  of  I  rilling  things  ; 
Cheated  by  them,  it  follows  after  tlicin, 
Unless  some  guide  or  rein  its  wish  directs. 
Hence,  as  a  bridle  laws  must  be  ordained ; 
There  must  be  governors,  who  can  discern 
At  least  the  tower  of  the  city  true. 
The  laws  exist,  but  who  puts  hand  to  them  ? 
No  one  :  because  the  shepherd  who  takes  lead 
Can  chew  the  cud,  but  does  not  port  the  hoof.' 
"Wherefore  the  people,  who  their  leader  see 
Seek  only  the  good  things  themselves  desire. 
Teed  upon  such,  and  nothing  ask  beyond. 
Well  inayst  thou  judge  that  evil  governance 
Is  the  occasion  of  a  guilty  world. 
And  not  a  nature  in  you  turned  corrupt. 
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Rome,  that  made  good  the  world,  accustomed  was 

To  have  two  suns,  which  one  nod  other  patli 

Made  manifest,  the  world'.*  and  that  of  God. 

One  has  the  other  quenched  ;  the  sword  is  joined 

With  the  crouk,  anil  tOL'ellier  that  the  two  '"' 

Should  go,  must  of  necessity  ill  suit ; 

ISecause  when  joined  they  fe:ir  eiieh  other  not. 

If  thou  dost  not  believe  me,  view  their  fruit ; 

For  every  plant  is  best  known  by  its  seed. 

In  the  land  washed  by  Adiire  and  by  Po, 

Was  courtesy  mid  viiltmr  only  found, 

Ere  Frederick  unto  the  contest  came.' 

Now  in  security  may  traverse  it 

Whoever  is  unwilling,  in  his  shame 

To  meet  wilb  good  men,  to  encounter  t hem.  '* 

Yet  are  there  three  old  men,  in  whom  reproves 

The  former  age  the  new  ;  to  them  seems  late 

Their  transference  to  a  better  world  by  God  ; 

The  good  GliiTiirdo,  Conrml  of  Palazzo, 

And  Guido  of  Castel,'  the  better  named 

The  simple  Lombard  in  the  tongue  of  France. 

Confess  to  day  then,  that  the  Church  of  itorne, 

Two  kinds  of  power  uniting  in  herself, 

Sinks  in  the  mire  mid  fouls  herself  and  load." 

I  said  :  "  0  Marco  mine,  thou  rcasonest  well, 
Now  I  discern  why  from  the  heritage 
The  sons  of  Levi  were  "prohibited.' 
But  who  is  this  Gherardo  that  for  proof 
Thou  sayst  is  left  us  of  the  bygone  race. 
As  a  rebuke  to  this  degenerate  age  ?" 

1  Lomlmnlv  uua  in  n  -t.it"  until  the  innim-ls  tW 
I\i|*s  mid  tin-  T!ra].i'V..r,  in  tli.-  11  1"  Fn  ilomk  2ml. 

"  Ghemnlii  iln  rrniLiiiin...  I,..r;l  "f  Trtvki  (.'■  tumI  lb  I'liluzi".  n 
Bi-TLtli'iuiiii  "I'  llivniii— liiiiil"  .la  <'..-l..||„.  „f  1!,— i„.  Tlic  Frcnrli 
called  all  Italiim  Lomhm-Hn. 
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"  Eillier  thy  s]>eech  deceives,  or  is  to  try  me," 

He  answered,  "for  addressing  mc  in  Tuscan, 

It  seems  of  good  Ghcrardo  thou  know'st  nought. 

I  know  him  by  no  other  added  name, 

Unless  I  take  our  from  his  daughter  tiaia,"  "" 

God  be  with  yon,  with  you  no  more  I  go : 

Heboid  the  liffht  which  streaming  through  the  smoke, 

lirighter  now  grows ;  and  I  must  needs  depart. 

For  there  an  Angel  is,  before  he  come." 

He  spoke  thus,  and  no  more  to  me  gave  heed. 

*  Whu  *iw  n  wlebratad  penuo  In  her  time. 
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It  kcou.i-.it,  H<-aiii:r,  if  anion:;  the  liills 

A  mist  has  caught  thee,  through  which  thou  linsl  limkcil, 

Not  otherwise  than  through  his  film  a  mole; 

How  when  the  dense  and  moisture  laden  steams 

Begin  to  dear  themselves  away,  the  disc 

Of  the  sun  through  riu'in  feebly  penetrates ; 

And  thine  imagination  will  be  ripe 

To  know  the  way  in  which  I  saw  again 

Tin'  mti  at.  first,  now  just  about  to  set. 

Of  my  lord,  from  such  vapour  I  came  forth, 
To  the  rays  sunk  now  on  the  lower  slopes. 

0  force  of  fantasy,  transporting  us 
Beyond  ourselves,  so  that  a  man  heeds  uol 
Although  a  thousand  trumpets  round  him  clang, 
What  can  thee  move  when  rouse  thee  not.  the  senses  ? 
Moves  thee  the  light  which  is  in  heaven  shaped 
Spontaneous  or  hy  will  that  sends  it  down. 
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Of  her 1  impiri y,  « ho  changed  her  form 
For  thai  bird's  winch  In  shigini;  must  dtlights,  * 
On  my  imagination  was  the  impress  traced ; 
And  here  my  faculties  were  so  intrrossed 
Within  themselves,  that  came  not  from  without 
What  would  have  own  ul  other  times  received. 
Afterwards  entered  my  deep  reverie 
One  crucified/  full  of  disdain  and  scorn 
In  his  regard,  ami  so  he  sull'iTcd  death  : 
Around  him  stood  great  Ahasuerus, 
Esther  his  wife,  and  the  just  Motdeeai, 
That  was  so  perfect  in  his  words  and  deeds  :  ™ 
Ami  as  tins  image  of  the  mind  broke  up 
Of  itself,  in  the  manner  of  a  bubble 
Tailing  the  water  within  which  it  forms; 
A  damsel  *  next  upon  my  vision  rose, 
Bitterly  weeping,  and  exclaimed  :  "  0  Queen 
Why  in  thy  rage  hast  thou  destruction  sought? 
Thyself  thou  bast  tilled  not  to  lose  Lavinia  : 
Me  thou  bast  lost ;  I  am  she  that  laments, 
Mother,  at  thine  before  another's  death." 

As  slumher  is  disturbed  if  suddenly 
The  new  day  streams  upon  the  eyes  close  shut, 
And  broken,  struggles  ere  it  wholly  dies : 
So  fell  my  meutal  i m ages  to  earth, 
Soon  as  a  light  upon  my  visage  struck 
Greater  than  that  in  our  experience. 
Myself  I  turned  to  see  where  I  might  be; 

i  Philomela,  chnr.-f.l  inw  lit  niiililinpilo  nfler  ht-r  cruel  revenge 
U]„,|L  T.tiiii...    Ovid.  Met.  vl.  431. 

■  Unman — Kstlirr,  vii.  Tile  Krijilwli  version  uses  "  hnngeil "  f..r 
' 4  rriiolfir-.l  "  n."  ill  ArU-  K. 

s  Lavinin,  tiiminiinj:  f-ir  W  Tm.tliiT  Auiiita,  wlm  favoured  the 
innrri:it-..  ul  L-ivinh  will]  'I'lirnim,  aii'l  luuipi'l  li.Trflf  iii»->ti  the  new.  i.f 
hi-  rlenlh.  ivWI,  lu  r  tf  .-Eupjih.     .Hm-irl,  vii— lii.  80O. 


Withdrew  uie  this  from  every  other  thought, 
And  cruised  in  rac  anxiety  so  strong 
To  eee  who  might  it  be,  who  thus  had  spoke, 
It  would  not  until  satisfied  have  censed. 
Asjit  the  sun,  which  crushes  our  sight, 
And  in  excess  of  light  its  figure  shrouds, 
Ho  did  my  faculties  at  this  point  fail. 

"  This  is  that  holy  spirit  who  upon 
The  way,  that  upward  leads,  unasked  directs. 
And  in  his  own  liahi  lie  himself  conceals. 
To  us  he  does,  as  one  would  to  himself ; 
Who  waits  for  asking,  when  he  knows  the  want. 
Already  gives  denial  churlishly  : 
To  such  great  welcome  we  should  lend  our  feel ; 
Ere  darkness  comes  on  let  us  speed  to  mount ; 
After,  it  may  not  be,  till  day  return." 
Thus  my  conductor  said,  nud  I  with  him 
My  I'lHif.strps  bent  towards  a  flight  of  stairs  ; 
And  soon  as  I  upon  the  first  step  was, 
As  it  were  moving  wings  [  near  me  felt 
Winnowing  my  face,  and  heard  said  :  "  li/eueil  << 
The  peacemaker*,  from  foul  rage  that  are  free." 
A  Jrcjiil  v  so  much  were  above  us  raised 
The  suu's  last  rays,  upon  which  follows  night. 
That  stars  shone  out  to  us  on  every  side ; 
<)  vigour  mine,  why  dost  thou  fade  away  ? 
Thus  to  myself  I  said,  for  I  perceived 
To  cease  awhile  the  power  of  my  limbs. 

Come  to  a  part  we  were  where  did  not  rise 
Upwards  the  stair,  and  we  were  brought  to  rest, 
In  manner  of  a  ship  that  meets  the  shore  ; 
I  listened  for  a  space  if  I  could  hear 
"Within  this  novel  circle  anything. 
Then  to  my  Master  turned  I  round  ami  said  : 


"  Beloved  Father,  toll  me  what  offence 

Is  purged  within  the  circle  where  we  stand? 

For  though  our  footsteps  pause,  let  not  thy  speech." 

And  he  to  me :  "  Deficient  love  of  good 

Is  to  its  duty  in  this  place  restored ;  „ 

Here  plies  again  the  slothfully  w  orked  oar  : 

Hut  that  more  fully  yet  thou  mayst  perceive, 

Address  thy  mind  to  me,  and  thou  shalt  have 

Home  wholesome  fruitage  from  tins  our  delay." 

"Neil her  Creator  nor  created  thing,' 
My  son,"  he  thus  began,  "  was  without  love 
Natural,  or  of  the  will ;  as  thou  dost  know. 
Always  the  natural  is  from  error  free; 
The  other  in  an  evil  end  may  err. 
Or  in  excessive  or  deficient  strength. 
While  it  is  well  directed  primally, 
Or  secondarily  restrains  itself, 
It  cannot  be  a  cause  of  wicked  joy ; 
But  when  it  turns  to  ill,  or  with  more  zeal 
Or  less  than  should  be,  after  good  it  runs. 
Against  its  maker  then  the  thing  made  works. 
Hence  thou  mayst  understand  how  needs  must  be 
Love  the  seed  in  you  of  all  excellence. 
And  of  all  acts  deserving  punishment 
Further,  since  cannot  from  the  benefit 
Of  its  own  subject,  love  be  ever  turned, 
From  hating  of  themselves  :ill  things  are  safe; 
And  because  cannot  in  division  live. 
Or  standing  by  itself,  what  comes  of  God,  '" 
From  hating  him  all  passion  is  shut  out. 

'  In  tliis  mM  mkr  similnr  pi.-^...  in  tin-  Pii-iae  Comely,  roost 
<if  Dante.  0]>im.m.  mnj  !*>  Ld.-i.tLhLi-rl  uitti  Hl.-l-  -f  Ik' 

I ■■■'■*] iti v,  is  cij.-  mi.[.-.[  l.v  Tln-ii.aj.  Ai|iilr,a-..  Of  this,  however,  it 
U  runi-vm-l  that  tlii.  k.-ih  ml  iinti«iM..ii  i-        tli.it  »  imnts.nr  it 

dtainUe. 
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"Kemains,  if  rurhtlv  1  divide  the  theme, 
It  is  our  neighbour's  ill  we  love ;  and  this 
Love  iii  three  ways  is  gendered  in  jour  clay. 
There  is  thnf,  from  his  neighbour's  sulFcriug 
Looks  for  advancement ;  only  for  this  longs, 
That  he  may  be  debased  from  his  high  state : 
There  i.s  tliiit  honour,  power,  grace,  and  fame 
Fears  to  lose,  lest  another  should  succeed, 
Which  so  afflicts  him,  he  would  have  it  not : 

And  thus  becomes  a  glutton  in  revenge; 
Such  one  is  known  to  plan  his  neighbour's  harm. 
Downwards  from  hence  this  triple-formed  desire 
Bewails  itself:  now  of  another  learn 
Which  follows  good  in  measure  badly  ruled. 

"  Vaguely  of  some  good  every  one  conceives, 
And  longs  for  it,  in  which  his  soul  may  rest ; 
Wherefore  strives  each  one  to  attain  to  it. 
If  to  learn  this  a  sluggard  love  impels, 
Or  to  acquire  it,  this  terraced  round 
After  fit  penitence  for  this  torments. 
There  is  a  good  which  makes  not  happy  man : 
It  is  not  happiness,  nor  is  the  good 
Essence  of  every  good  fruit  and  root. 
Desire  that  is  too  much  to  this  set  loose 
Above  us  is  tormented  in  three  rounds ; 
Rut  how  is  jiislilit'il  ils  MmrlbUI  mode 
Nothing  I  say,  that  thou  mayst  search  thyself."  ' 

*  The  tlirce  sin*  -if  1'riih',  Km-v,  am!  Anjmr  arc  purifiel  in  the 
circles  .>f  Piirgaturv  1*1.™-  ilii.  ,,i,c,  in  -liii:lj  Awiilia  or  Klulli  in 
with.  Avarice,  Rlutttny,  ami  Inuraij,  are  purged  away  ia  the 
rircl.--!  alniYf  this  one. 
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THE  FOUTiTH  CHICLE  CONTINl'En  -f  KEE  KILL—THE  SLOTHFUL 

in  A  RUBBING  BAND,— EXAMPLES  of  si-Run  and  zeal- 
KXAMH.HS  Ot  TUB  OflNTHAKV. 

Had  made  an  ending  of  Ids  reasonings 

The  lofty  teacher,  and  attentive  looked 

Into  my  face  if  I  appeared  content : 

And  I,  whom  now  excited  a  new  thirst, 

i  hit  uiirdi  v  silent,  said  within:  [Vrehan™ 

My  questionings  too  frequent  trouble  him. 

But  the  truth-loving  father  who  would  meet 

The  timid  wish  that  did  mil  show  itself, 

The  while  he  spoke  emboldened  me  to  speak. 

Then  1  :  "O  .Master,  mine  eyesight  revives  " 

So  at  thy  light,  that  [  distinctly  see 
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r'ar  as  thy  reasoning  carries  or  ik-.icrilio. 
further  I  pray  thee,  0  my  father  dear, 
To  explain  tliu  love  to  which  thou  hast  referred 
Every  good  action  and  its  opposite." 

"Direct,"  he  said,  "to  me  the  <[uick  set  eyes 
Of  intellect,  and  to  thee  will  be  clear 
'['hose  blind  ones'  error  who  set  up  as  guides. 
The  soul  which  is  created  apt  for  love, 
Wanders  around  to  all  things  which  delight. 
Soon  as  it  wakes  to  pleased  activity. 
Yoiar  power  of  fancy,  of  the  real  thing 
An  image  draws,  and  fixes  it  within, 
Ho  that  the  mind  upon  it  turns  its  view  ; 
And,  if  in  gazing  it  is  seined  by  it, 
This  seizure  love  is;  this  a  nature  is 
That  is  by  pleasure  newly  fixed  in  you. 
Like  then  as  fire  will  upwardly  ascend. 
By  virtue  of  its  form  for  rising  made. 
To  where  it  dwells  more  in  its  element : 
Thus  the  rapt  spirit  enters  into  love. 
Which  is  a  motion  spiritual,  nor  rests. 
Until  enjoying  the  desired  object. 
Now  may  be  known  to  thee  how  much  is  bid 
The  truth  from  those  who  hold  as  their  belief 
That  all  affection  in  itself  is  good : 
I'rrehiiiu-e  indeed  its  subject  niiittcr  seems 
To  be  good  always :  hut  not  every  seal 
Is  good,  although  the  wax  be  excellent." 

"Thy  words,  and  my  mind  after  following," 
Answered  I  him,  "  have  taught  me  what  is  love : 
liut  this  has  made  me  yet  more  full  of  doubt, 
For  if  love  from  without  is  proffered  us, 
Aud  with  no  other  steps  the  mind  can  go, 
If  it  go  right  or  wrong,  it  hits  no  blame." 


lie  then  to  me:  "  As  far  as  reason  seen, 
I  can  inform  thee  :  further  Ulou  must  look 
Only  to  Beatrice;  that  is  work  for  faith. 
Every  substantial  form1  that  different 
From  matter  is,  but  is  with  it  united, 
Residing  in  it  has  a  special  virtue. 
Which  without  operation  is  not  felt, 
Nor  shows  itself  except  by  its  effect, 
As  by  the  green  leaves  Ufe  does  in  a  plant : 
Farther,  from  whence  the  apprehension  comes 
Of  the  first  notions,  men  are  ignorant, 
And  of  the  bent  of  the  first  appetites 

Tit  make  flicir  lionvv  :  «tid  this  primal  will 

Admits  of  no  desert  of  praise  or  blame. 

And  that  with  this  the  others  may  conform, 

There  is  an  innate  virluc  which  directs, 

And  keeps  guard  at  the  threshold  of  assent. 

This  is  the  first  cause  from  which  emanate 

Tin'  grounds  of  your  di-itrl,  according  as 

Good  and  bad  wishes  it  rejects  or  gamers. 

They  who  in  reasoning  have  attained  the  depths, 

Were  conscious  of  this  innate  liberty, 

And  to  the  world  have  left  their  moral  schemes. 

Allowing  then  that  by  necessity 

Arises  every  wish  that  in  you  burns, 

With  you  the  power  to  control]]  it  lies. 

Tliis  noble  virtue  Beatrice  intends 

By  Free  Will,  aud  remember  further  thou 

To  think  of  this,  if  e'er  she  speak  of  it," 

The  moon,  belated  to  the  middle  night, 
Less  numerous  made  appear  to  us  the  stars, 
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Shaped  like  n  cauldron  and  all  fiery,' 

And  rode  across  tlic  heavens  in  the  courser 

Illumined  by  the  sun,  when  one  at  Rome 

Sits  him  'twist  Corsica  and  Sardinia  set : 

And  tlie  illustrious  shade,  by  whom  is  fumed 

Pietok3  more  tlian  any  Mantuan  town, 

Had  freed  me  from  tlie  burden  of  my  load : 

Whereon  I  having  reasons  plain  and  clear 

Received  in  answer  to  my  questioning, 

Stood  like  a  man  that  is  entranced  in  sleep. 

But  was  removed  from  mc  this  somnolence 

liy  people  suddenly,  that  in  the  rear 

( }f  our  shoulders  had  approached  to  us  now : 

And  as  Ismenus  and  Asopus'  saw, 

Aloug  their  banks  at  night,  a  crowd  and  rush, 

What  time  the  Thcbans  upon  Bacchus  called  ; 

So  through  this  circle  rushed  with  hasty  steps 

Advancing,  far  as  I  of  them  could  see, 

Those  whom  good  wi[l  and  just  desire  spurred  on. 

They  were  soon  with  us,  for  at  running  pace 

Proceeded  all  of  that  vast  multitude. 

And  two  in  front  of  them  bewailing  cried  : 

"  Mary  with  baste  to  the  hill  country  went ; ' 

And  Ceaar  U>  make  conquest  of  Herds, 

Struck  at  Marsilin  mid  pii-M/d  on  to  Spain."' 
"  0  speed  ye,  speed  ye,  not  to  lose  the  time. 
With  scanty  love,"  the  others  following  cried  ; 
"  May  striving  to  do  well  restore  to  grace  ! " 

whereas  the  buuIb  of  linites  are  material,  ami  angels  are  altogether 

■  The  mum  no-  in  the  fifth  night  it  licr  wane,  Si  like  a  (snUnm 
neen  in  profile. 

3  The  modem  same  "F  Andes,  the  village  nenr  Mantua,  in  which 
Virgil  wan  burn. 

*  Kivera  in  Braotfc.  1  Luke  i.  38. 

"  (Win  hi-  r;i[.iil  v>-iLii-ri1  iiilnS[.;i!ii.  u.<:  4",  ].  fl  liis  lit<ukT::iiits 

I.  ri'iimv  M:ir-ii]li-.-.  Ml.il,.-  I.-:  Ii:i.:t.::k"i  iti :ils  t..  ikftiU  tlio  fureu*  •:< 
l'i>jri|*-ius  j.t  Herd*. 


"0  ye  in  nliom  the  present  fervid  zeal 
Perchance  redeems  neglect  and  indolence 
Shown  by  you  in  Iukewarmness  to  do  good, 
This  man  who  lives,  for  I  deceive  you  not. 
Wishes  to  mount,  so  soon  as  shines  the  sun  ;  "" 
Inform  him  therefore  w  here  the  passage  lies." 
Such  were  the  words  thai  from  my  leader  fell : 
And  one  of  those  souls  answered  :  "  Follow  thou 
After  us,  and  the  opening  thou  wilt  find. 
We  are  so  tilled  with  the  desire  to  move, 
We  may  not  stay;  and  therefore  pardon  lis 
If  thou  for  rudeness  take  our  debt  to  justice, 

I  was  San  Zeno'a  abbot  at  Verona,' 
Under  the  rule  of  Harbarossa  good, 
Of  whom  unhappy  Milan  vet  can  tell. 
There  is'  that  has  one  foot  now  in  the  grave 
Who  soozi  will  suffer  for  that  monastery. 
And  that  he  eier  held  i(  will  lament; 
Because  his  son,  deformed  in  his  whole  frame, 
And  in  his  mind  worse,  and  of  bastard  blood, 
In  room  of  its  true  pastor  he  had  put." 

1  know  not  if  lie  said  more,  or  wiis  mute, 
.So  f»r  from  us  by  tins  time  he  was  swept ; 
Hut  this  T  heard,  and  to  retain  was  glad. 
And  he  who  succoured  me  in  every  need. 
Said  :  "Turn  thee  thither,  and  thou  wilt  see  l.uo 
Approach  who  give  rebuke  to  sloth  fulness." 
Following  behind  the  rest,  they  said:  "First  were 
The  people  dead,  for  whom  the  sea  did  part, 
Ere  Jordan  looked  on  his  inheritors* 

'  AlLcrU,  Abbot  ..f  San  in  tin;  tiMioi.f  tin:  Em|icriir  Prctot 

llntli.ii.i.^i,  u  liD  lo,.k  iin.l  <i.  -Iinviil  Milrui  in  118'J. 

-  Ailfrt.i  ilflfci  S,mI:i  hi"  Vi  ivii..  mn.lr  bis  nMiiral  -mi  lfaiiM-|>|-.- 

Al'l-tr.f  S;ui  Zen<>  ill  1292. 

II  N'mtiU'i^  (Hvi.  t!3. 
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And  they '  who  conk!  not  undergo  the  toil 
To  its  conclusion  with  AueliuW  son, 
Consigned  themselves  to  an  inglorious  life." 
Afterwards  when  so  far  from  us  had  moved 
Tin:*.'  shadows,  tliat  no  more  they  could  be  seen, 
A  novel  thought  within  me  took  its  rise, 
From  which  proceeded  others  different; 
And  thus  from  one  1  on  another  dreamed, 
1,'ntil  mine  eves  in  wandering  I  closed. 
And  so  transferred  my  reverie  to  sleep. 

1  Tim  Tr.ijulis  r.  nuiiiicl  ill  Sii-i  I  v  nuil  <ii.1  m.l  ».■.;..  lH]i!ini  /Km 

to  Italy.    Sacid,  r.  Til. 
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CANTO  XIX. 


1UIKASI  OK  THB  SlllBN.— TUB  HFTH  CIltCl.B  — TDK  AVi]L]L']OL'fi 
A  KB  PRODIGAL  PHOSTItATR  ON  THE  GROUND  —  POP1C 
A  DRT  A.N  V. 

Upon  the  hour  when  cannot  the  day's  he;it 

Longer  repel  the  coldness  of  the  moon, 

Bj  Earth  or  else  by  Saturn  overcome; 

What  time  the  (ieoinanls  their  (ireater  fortune  1 

See  in  the  East  before  the  break  of  day 

Rise  in  a  tract  that  will  not  long  be  dark  ; 

A  woman,  stammering,  came  into  my  dream. 

With  squinting  eyes,  and  of  distorted  form, 

Her  hands  cut  otf,  and  of  a  pallid  hue. 

I  looked  on  her ;  and  as  the  sun  revives  " 

The  chilly  limbs  on  which  the  night  has  pressed, 

So  my  regard  restored  to  liberty 

flcr  tongue,  and  after  straightened  all  of  her, 

In  little  time,  and  her  distracted  face 

Lit  with  such  colour  as  iove  wishes  for. 

Boon  as  she  thus  had  got  her  speech  set  free, 

1  iTi'Hinirmc;-  vim  :i  kiiifl  i.f  ilivirmtiii  j  i  if.rn^'f  l.v  sttiUn:.'  lln 
j:T..ii:nl  ;ll  r:i:i.ii.l:i  V  itli  ;l  ;m.l   |.|.  L'li.'St  i-.:s  *<Tv  i 'I't.'ii IM'l  I'l'rn  lln' 

i-i.iiriiiiiinti.uis  if  lti>:  [Mints  ilms  mnrfcv.t.  Tin'  lin  k itst  of  these  «s» 
tin;  K..ruiu:i  Miijiir  nr  Iirmtcr  tVi-tmre.  rm.1  ri*nat.]i:il  tire  Rnnipbij;  of 

■  ■.  rliiiii  slurs  in  mil-  ..f  U>  .M  's  ln.U'M  s.i  itiIIhI,  l.  tii  vcii  Ai]unriii- 

i.ml  <':ij.rns,ni  ;  nml  u'livli  iv.,nl(l  !-■■  i-i.inV  i',,nv  l,a\r~  1,-f.itv  tire  Sun, 

"lien  hi'  is  in  Ariis     TLft'Ti-  llio  li        in.lkTid-'l  r.i  (ilsntl  2  A.M. 

Sw  the  Ami.  Cnl.-.Ml^r  in  l.il.ri's  A-i,.,,,,.-  Malli.  ™  IWie,  i.  p.  108. 


H'Kli.VLMH  V 


Commenced  she  singing  so  that  nut  with  ease 
I  conH  have  torn  away  from  her  my  mind. 
"  I  am,"  she  sang,  "  1  am  the  Siren  sweet. 
That  mariners  in  middle  sea  destroys ; 
So  ftdl  I  am  of  pleasure  to  the  ear, 
T  drew  Ulysses  from  his  wandering  way 
To  my  song ;  and  whoever  stays  with  me, 
Seldom  escapes,  so  wholly  I  engross." 
Her  mouth  was  hardly  yet  shut  up  again, 
When  swift  a  holy  Lady  there  appeared 
Close  at  my  side  to  put  her  to  the  rout: 
"O  Virgil,  Virgil,  who  may  this  one  be?" 
She  exclaimed  angrily ;  and  he  approached, 
His  eyes  entirely  on  that  good  one  fixed  : 
She  seized  the  other,  laid  her  bare  in  front 
Tearing  her  drapery,  arid  her  body  showed  : 
This  woke  me  with  the  stench  that  came  frum  it. 


I  threw 

mine  eves  round ;  and  good  Virgil  "  Three 

Calls  have 

I  given,"  said ;  "  arise  and  come ; 

Let  us  the 

opening  for  entrance  find." 

I  rose :  an 

1  were  already  brimming  all 

The  circles 

of  the  blest  mount  with  high  day. 

And  we,  th 

e  new  sun  on  our  backs,  went  on. 

following  after  him,  I  bore  my  brow 
Like  one  that  hits  it  overprcssed  with  care, 
And  makes  himself  a  bridge's  middle  arch ; 
When  I  heard  :  "Come,  by  this  way  do  ye  pass  ;" 
Pronounced  in  manner  so  benign  and  sweet, 
As  is  not  in  this  mortal  region  beard. 
With  open  wings,  in  semblance  of  a  swan's. 
He  who  had  spoken  led  us  upwardly, 
Between  the  two  walls  uf  the  solid  rock. 
He  moved  his  pinions  then,  anil  fanned  the  air, 
"  Blessed  are  (Aey  that  mourn,"  the  while  he  said, 
"They  shall  have  consolation  for  their  souls." 
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"What  hast,  that  still  thou  lookcsl  on  the  ground! 
My  leader  thus  to  say  to  hie  began. 
Short  space  preceded  bj  the  Angel  both. 
Then  I ;  "  With  thus  much  poll  lie  ring  wakes  me  go 
A  novel  vision,  holding  me  engrossed, 
So  that  from  thought  of  it  I  cannot  break." 
"  Hust  tbou  seen,"  said  be,  "  that  old  sorceress, 
The  sole  cause  of  the  weeping  round  us  here  ? 
Hast  thou  seen  how  a  man  from  her  gets  free  ? 
Make  haste,  and  strike  upon  the  ground  thy  feel; 
Keep  thine  eyes  bent  upon  tile  lure,  which  whirls 
The  eternal  Monarch  in  ins  mighty  spheres." 
Like  as  it  falcon,  that  first  views  its  claws, 
.Next  to  the  call  turns,  and  then  darts  away 
To  seek  the  IwinpH't  which  attracts  it  there; 
Such  was  I  then,  and  so  when  sunder  cleft 
The  rock  to  give  o  way  for  the  ascent, 
i  went  to  where  the  circle  has  its  place. 

Soon  as  upon  the  fifth  round  1  came  out, 
In  it  a  weeping  people  I  beheld, 
Lying  upon  the  ground  all  downwards  turned. 
"Aditaii pavimmto  anima  ma"' 
I  heard  them  sav  in  sighing.-  drawn  so  deep, 
That  hardly  were  the  words  to  be  made  out. 
"  Chosen  of  God,  0  yc  whose  sufferings 
Justice  and  hope  both  render  le3S  severe, 
Direct  us  onwards  to  (he  upper  heights." 
"  If  from  this  prostrate  state  ye  come  exempt. 
And  wish  to  take  the  way  that  is  most  quick, 
Kver  your  right  hands  keep  to  the  outside." 
Thus  asked  the  l'oet,  and  an  answer  thus 
Was  made  soon  after  to  us ;  wherefore  I 
Of  that  concealed  one  by  his  speech  was  ware; 


■'  Mj  *Ml  Dluntll  to  tie  float,"  Tualm  tail.  H<. 


And  I  mine  eves  turned  to  my  Muster's  eyes; 

And  lie  accorded  with  a  welcome  sign 

What  had  besought  of  him  my  longing  glance. 

When  I  was  able  thus  to  do  my  will, 

I  moved  myself  that  creature  to  be  over, 

Whose  words  bad  made  me  notice  him  at  first, 

Saying  :  "0  Spirit,  in  whom  tears  mature 

That  without  which  Hum  c;msl.  nut  turn  to  God, 

Put  by  awhile  for  me  tliy  greater  pains. 

Who  wast  thou,  and  why  turned  thou  hast  thy  back 

Upwards,  say,  and  if  thou  wouldst  have  me  beg 

Something  for  thee  there,  whence  I  living  came." 

Then  he  to  me  :  "i'or  wherefore  doth  our  backs 
Heaven  to  itself  turn,  thou  shalt  know ;  but  Brat 
Seta*  quod  ego  fui  saccmor  Fein.' 
Between  Chiaveri  and  Siestri  falls 
A  river  beautiful,  and  from  its  name 
The  title  of  my  race  takes  origin, 
for  one  month  and  some  few  days  I  proved  how 
Weighs  the  grand  cope  on  him  who  mire  avoids. 
So  that  all  other  loads  but  feathers  seem. 
Alas  !  retarded  my  conversion  was; 
But  when  the  Itoman  pastor  I  became. 
Then  I  discovered  how  false  was  my  life. 
I  found  that  in  it  knew  the  heart  no  rest, 
Nor  in  such  life  was  any  further  rise  ; 
Wherefore  the  love  of  this  life  crew  in  me. 
Until  this  time,  a  sad  and  separate 
Soul  from  God  was  I,  covetous  of  all ; 


In  the  purgation  of  converted  soufs ; 

Nor  lias  the  mountain  bitterer  punishment. 

li'en  as  our  eves  did  not  exult  1 1 icm stives 

On  high,  engaged  upon  the  tilings  of  earth, 

So  justice  litre  has  sunk  them  to  the  ground. 

As  avarice  extinguished  for  all  good 

Our  love,  whence  was  our  labour  thrown  away, 

Ho  justice  lu  re  confines  us  in  restraint 

Fast  bound  and  fettered  by  the  hands  and  feet  ; 

And  such  time  as  the  righteous  Lord  may  will, 

So  long  shall  we  lie  stretched  and  motionless." 

I  had  knelt  down,  and  was  about  to  speak  ; 
But  in  commencing  be  was  made  aware, 
liy  the  sound  only,  of  my  reverence  : 
"  For  what  cause,"  said  lie,  "  dost  thou  lowly  bend  ? 
And  I  to  him  :  "  By  reason  of  thy  rank, 
To  this  my  conscience  prompted  in  due  course." 
"  Brother,  utibciul  the  knee,  and  raise  thee  up," 
He  answered :  "Err  not:  I  am  fellow  servant 
With  thee  and  others  to  one  Power  alone. 
If  thou  those  sacred  evangelic  words, 
Which  say,  '  They  marry  not,' 1  hast  ever  heard. 
Thou  mayst  discover  why  I  thus  discourse. 
Pass  onwards  now  ;  1  would  not  have  thee  stav ; 
For  thy  remaining  interrupts  the  tears 
With  which  1  ripen  that  which  thou  hast  named. 
[  have  a  niece  im  earth.  Alagia '  called. 
Good  in  herself,  unless  our  family 
Should  render  her  by  its  example  bad ; 
She  only  now  remains  (o  me  on  earth." 


*  Abpiii  wan  ilif  u-ife  of  ftuit*'* 


CANTO  XX. 


Against  a  better  will  the  will  scarce  fights; 
Wherefore  against  my  own  wish,  him  to  please, 
I  from  the  water  drew  my  sponge  not  filled. 
Onwards  I  moved  ;  anil  uiv  f-iikh  wont  along 


The  space  left  vacant  Underneath  (he  rock, 
As  on  a  wall  one  skirts  the  bftttlementa ; 
Because  the  people  who  pour  drop  by  drop 
I'Yom  eyes  the  ill  which  occupies  the  world, 
Too  closely  to  the  outer  side  approached. 

Accursed  be  thou,  O  thou  ancient  Wolf,1 
That  more  than  all  the  other  beasts  dost  prey. 
In  thine  insatiate  Iiiihllt  without  end. 

0  Heaven,  by  whose  rolling  some  believe 
The  circumstances  of  the  earth  are  changed. 
When  will  he  conic,  before  whom  she  will  flv  ? 
With  paces  few  and  slow  along  we  went, 

1  listening  to  the  shadows,  whom  I  heard 
Lamenting  and  bewailing  piteouslv ; 

And  then  I  heard  by  hazard:  "O  sweet  Mary," 

[■^claimed  in  front  of  us  with  such  a  cry 

As  in  her  travailing  a  woman  gives ; 

Anil  following  after  this  :  "  Thou  wast  so  meek. 

As  in  that  hostelry  miiriil  have  been  seen. 

Where  thou  thy  sacred  burden  didst  lav  down."  ' 

Following  on  this,  I  beard  :  "0  good  Fabricius/ 

Bather  than  h:L  .■;l0'nnoi13  wealth  with  vice." 

These  words  to  me  were  so  agreeable, 

That  I  went  forwards  foT  discovery 

Of  that  soul  from  whom  they  appeared  to  come.  " 

Further,  it  told  the  liberality 

Which  Nicholas1  unto  the  maidens  showed, 

In  bnnourableness  to  keep  their  youth. 

"0  Soul,  that  hast  so  much  thus  well  discoursed, 

1  An  in  In.  i.  =  Luke,  ii.  7. 

1  (Mils  Katiriml-s  tin:  iii.',iTH|  tiMe  r..,„|„mr  of  l'mhlia. 
.    <  Acrr.rilmK  I.,  U,..  [,-.■!,-!  ..I"  St.  Ni,'ti-.l;is  Ik-  j;:iv«  .luuri.-H  1..  tl.m- 
rlnniwl. uli.)-'  virtu-  mi.  .-xj.™-il  t--t-  (;iti.-n  l,v  Mn-ir  frillicr'.  |».v,i1y. 
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One  xx.  .  PURGATORY.  sn.i 

Thou  (lost  renew  tlieso  jjmiscs  well  deserved  ? 

Without  its  thanks  thy  speech  will  not  remain 

If  I  return  to  run  the  scanty  course 

Of  that  life  which  In  its  conrltision  speeds." 

Ami  he  :  "  I  will  inform  tbee,  not  for  good 

Which  T  expect  on  earth,  but  for  that  such 

Grace  shines  within  tbee  before  thou  art  dead. 

1 '  was  the  mot  of  that  accursed  tree, 

Which  in  its  shade  keeps  all  the  Christian  world, 

So  that  good  fruit  is  rarely  plucked  from  it. 

If  only  Douay,  Bruges,  Lille  and  Ghent 

Were  able,  soon  would  vengeance  be  for  it ;' 

And  this  I  pray  of  Him  who  judges  all. 

Hugh  (.'upt-t  was  1  called  uptm  tin:  earth; 

I'rom  me  the  Louises  and  Philips  sprang, 

By  whom  in  recent  times  has  France  been  ruled  : 

A  butcher's  son  of  Paris'  I  was  once; 

What  time  extinguished  were  the  ancient  kings, 

(All  except  one  that  had  put  on  grey  robes,') 

I  found  myself,  the  reins  placed  in  my  bands 

For  governing  the  kingdom,  with  such  force 

Of  new  acquirement,  and  so  rich  ID  friends, 

That  to  the  vacant  diadem  advanced 

The  head  was  of  my  son,  from  out  of  whom 

lii-^m  i he  I'lxist'coted  holies  of  these. 

So  long  as  the  great  dower  of  Provence' 

1  Hugh  Capet,  Ike  founder  of  the  French  Monarch}-,  an.]  anwat.tr  ,.f 
Philip  ihf  Fair  who  ia  the  "•conned  tree." 

■  Flandera  ™  taken  h}-  Philip  the  Pair  in  1MB  ;  but  lh-  Frvii.-h 
in  expelled  after  the  porajniiiary  tattle  of  Courtrai  is  1S02,  here 
predicted. 

'  In  Dante's  time  it  was  k-li-v,  -1  tli.it  th,-  IVliI.it  ■  f  Hiii-h  Cap»t  had 

Itf-fl]  O  .Li:!.ltl.V  ^i'.i'lTL    if    I'llis.   iil.'I^LILJ  "..I  :L  flLTJlilx   hi   lllr-  \"\ L-A^T* 

Biiilil,  rim]  tlist  1m  married  tl,"  Win-.*  ,,f  ttiL'  Hulti'  .if  Origins.— 11. 
VDUni,  iv.  4. 

'  It  in  probable  that   the   terminations  of  tbe   Merovingian  ami 

l"!,rlrv[n;i,i,  ,W;ui-::.f  iii-.-  ii.-i.-  i  E.uuil,>.l  ;  ruid  that  Ihe  person  indi- 

istfd  is  I'lrlili.™  "nl,  the  lrwtnf  the  fnrmer  race,  who  nan  deposed  and 

•  The  territory  ..f  li.iym--.ui!  i!eraa:.T.  C.nml  .if  IWt™»,  passed  into 
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H«i«,iaota,,«i,im. »  w,hna,. 

It  l,.,l,„llpo„I,,l,ntonl)-di,U.till. 
Than  it  began  1,,  hud  ,nd  violence 
Its  plundering  i  aid  .tier  (o,  .mend., 
■  Took  Norm m idy,  I'ontliieu,  and  Gascony.1 
Charles*  cam,;  to  Italy,  and  for  amends, 
A  victim  made  of  Conradm  and  then 
To  heaven  sent  back  St.  Thomas,  for  nmeniK 
I  see  (i  time,  and  not  long  after  this. 
Which  brings  another  Charles1  from  out  of  France, 

That  Judas  tilled  with,  'and  this  he  wields 


The  lighter  such  offence  is  counted  of. 
The  other'  late  come  forth,  in  his  ship  taken, 
I  see  his  daughter  selling,  bargaining 
As  do  the  corsairs  with  the  rest  of  slaves. 


Smarts 


mm 
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Since  thou  Last  drawn  to  tliee  my  family, 

So  tlint  it  loves  not  its  own  proper  Hcsh  ? 

I.est  future  wrong  with  wrong  erst  done  should  match, 

I  sec  tlie  lily  entering  Alagns,' 

And  in  his  vicar,  Christ  a  prisoner. 

I  see  him  being  mocked  a  second  time ; 

1  see  renewed  the  vinegar  anil  gall, 

And  himself  slain  between  the  living  thieves.  * 

1  aee  a  novel  Pilate  so  enraged 

That  this  suffices  not,  but  without  law 

He  sets  his  greedy  sails  (award  the  Temple.' 

O  my  Lord,  when  shall  I  be  gratified 

15y  looking  on  thy  vengeance,  which  concealed 

In  thy  deep  secret,  makes  thine  anger  sweet? 

"  That  which  I  said  of  her,  the  only  Spouse ' 
Of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  which  has  made  thee 
For  some  elucidation  to  me  turn. 
Is  thus  arranged  for  all  our  orisons. 
While  the  day  lasts;  but  when  the  night  succeeds, 
'  In  place  of  this  wc  sing  a  different  lay. 
Then  we  commemorate  Pygmalion,' 
Whom  traitor,  robber,  and  a  parricide 
His  avaricious  longing  for  gold  made  : 
And  the  distresses  of  the  iniser  Midas, 
That  followed  on  his  covetous  request. 
For  which  lie  ever  will  be  ridiculed. 
Of  fuolish  Achati*  every  one  records. 
How  he  the  plunder  took,  so  that  the  wrath 

'  This  .ciiur.-  i.f  Uuiiifrm:  -til  sit  Ahaim  un«-  AiKiuni!  t.i  S.-i..rr:. 
f,  lmiiui,  :ii,il  N.ciiivt  III"  iTitvil.  IiV  .  r-l-T  n(  i'lliliji  1  In-  I'ilir,  ill 

130!. 

r'  Til.'  iimiviiti-H  i.f  (in-  T-'ini.lurr,  .-i ; i ■  1   l'i-ivi(i  in  <if  lln-ir  it. 

1307. 

•  Th.:  Virgin  SLirv.    0*.o.  v.  19. 

-  KiriS  "f  Tyre,  Hip  hn.tliir  of  Dill). 

1  Who  Bicrctal  pnrt  at  the  Spoil  of  Jprirlii),  .TrahuiL  vii. 
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Of  Joshua  seems  to  fasten  on  him  yet. 

Accuse  we  tiicri  Sapphira  and  her  husband; 

We  praise  the  kicks  which  Heliodorus1  fell ; 

And  circles  all  the  mount  in  infamy 

Polymuestor'  that  Pohdorus  slew ; 

And  6nsJly  is  thus  exclaimed :  fO  Crassus' 

Tell,  for  thou  knowest,  of  what  taste  is  gold  ? ' 

Discourse  we  thus,  one  high,  another  low. 

According  as  the  wish  that  prompts  to  speak, 

Or  to  a  greater  or  a  less  refers : 

And  in  the  good  which  here  is  told  by  day, 

I  was  not  solitary,  but  close  by 

No  other  person  did  exalt  the  voice." 

We  had  already  from  this  one  broke  off, 
And  we  were  struggling  to  surmount  the  way 
As  much  as  was  permitted  to  our  means, 
When  I  fell  as  it  were  a  thing  that  fell, 
The  mountain  trembling ;  seized  me  then  a  chill, 
Like  that  which  takes  a  man  about  to  die. 
Truly  so  violently  quaked  not  Delos, 
Before  Lafona  in  it  spread  her  couch 
To  give  nativity  to  heaven's  twin  eyes.' 
Then  there  arose  on  every  side  a  cry 
Such,  that  the  Master  to  mo  drew  himself. 
Saying  :  "  Have  fear  of  nothing  whilst  I  guide." 
"  Gloria  hi  excelti*  Deo  " '  all 
Exclaimed,  by  what  I  gathered  from  those  near, 
Prom  whom  the  cry  was  able  to  be  heard. 
There  we  remained  immoveable  and  struck, 

1  Scut  t..  |>liimltr  tin-  trtsiMiry  of  t)it  ttni|i!e  lit  JiTuxiilcm,  2  Mkcci- 
■  KilJ£  nf  TlirLrr,  r.'iiini..  n  d   111-,  t.i .  til i  [    I , ■         1'. .[v.'.i.jil."  t.* 
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Like  to  the  shepherds  who  first  heard  that  song, 
Until  the  trembling  ceased,  and  was  fulfilled. 
Then  we  resumed  again  our  holy  wav, 
Viewing  the  shadows  lying  on  the  ground, 
Turned  downward,  with  their  usual  laments. 
No  ignorance  with  such  anxiety 
TTas  rendered  mc  desirous  to  he  taught, 
Uiili'ss  iny  memory  in  tliis  mutter  errs, 
As  in  my  mind  I  seemed  to  harbour  then ; 
Neither,  for  his  speed,  did  I  dure  to  ask, 
Nor  of  myself  could  I  the  thing  resolvt : 
And  thus  I  went  in  terror  and  in  doubt. 
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Tub  natural  thirst  which  is  not  satisfied 
But  from  that  well  whence  the  Siimnrian' 
Woman  entreated  should  he  given  her. 
Upon  me  wrought,  and  quickened  ine  to  speed 
Along  the  encumbered  path  behind  my  guide, 
And  1  wept  over  that  just  punishment. 
When  lo  !  in  manner  as  relates  St.  Luke' 
That  Christ  appeared  to  two,  upon  their  way, 
After  he  came  forth  from  the  sepulchre, 
There  now  appeared  a  shade;  and  followed  up. 
Looking  down  on  the  throng  that  Jay  around  ; 
Nor  were  we  ware  of  him  before  he  spoke. 
Saying:  "My  brothers,  may  God  give  you  peace  1" 
Wc  on  the  instant  turned  us  round,  and  Virgil 
Gave  him  such  salutation  as  was  meet. 
And  then  began :  "  With  blessed  purposing 
May  in  peace  slabbsh  thee  the  Court  of  Truth, 
Which  in  eternal  exile  fixes  me." 
"  How,"  sifid  he,  and  meantime  we  swift  advanced, 
"  If  ye  are  slnuji's  wlitim  God  culls  not  above. 
Who  on  his  blest  stair  has  you  thus  far  led?  " 

1  John,  \r,  13.  ;  lake,  iriv.  18. 
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My  teacher  then  :  "If  tliou  observe  the  marks 
Which  this  man  bears,  and  which  the  angel  prints, 
Thou  mayst  he  sure  he  with  the  good  will  reign. 
But  because  she,1  that  spins  bj  day  and  night, 
Has  not  for  him  the  distaff  j  et  wound  olf, 
(Which  Clothe-  furnishes  and  tills  for  all,} 
His  soul  which  sister  is  to  mine  and  thine, 
Ascending  upwards  could  not  go  alone, 
Mcraiisc  it  cannot  in  our  fashion  see: 
Wherefore  was*  I  drawn  from  the  ample  throat 
Of  Hell  to  he  Ins  guide,  and  I  will  lead 
Onwards  as  far  as  may  my  teaching  go. 
But  tell  me,  if  thou  knowest,  why  such  throes 
The  mountain  just  gave,  and  at  once  why  all 
Down  to  its  watery  hase  were  heard  to  cry  ?  " 
This  question  so  feli  in  the  very  nick 
Of  my  desire,  that  with  the  hope  alone 
My  thirst  began  to  be  less  violent. 

Then  he  :  "  This  is  a  thing  which  not  without 
Ordainment  is  among  the  observances 
Of  the  mount,  nor  is  it  unusual. 
Tin:  place  is  hero  from  all  mutations  free ; 
By  what  Heaven  from  it  to  itself  receives 
Only  can  such  be,  and  by  no  cause  else.' 
Wherefore  no  showers  of  rain,  or  bail,  or  snow. 
Nor  dew,  nor  hoar-frost  higher  up  do  fall, 
Than  is  the  stairway  of  the  three  short  steps. 
No  cloud?  are  seen,  or  dense  or  rarefied. 
Nor  coruscations,  neither  Tbaumas'  daughter, 
Who  upon  earth  so  often  changes  place. 


1  Wliwi!.,  .if  lln:  Kit.*,  wlm  kj.uii  tlit-  tlinsul  if  life  fmlD  Uie 
il istuff  licld  by  Ulothli. 

'  Tlie  only  Inurement  is  when  a  purified  w>u)  in  stunt  |»  taive  UlC 
i  uliiiii  !<■      rnviivil  into  hea»en. 
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Dry  vapour  higher  up  docs  not  ascend 

Thau  to  the  top  of  the  three  steps  1  named, 

Where  sets  his  feet  the  Vicar  of  St.  Peter. 

Haply  below  some  trembling  may  occur; 

But  from  the  wind  that  underground  is  hid, 

I  know  not  why,  above  it  never  quakes. 

It  trembles  whai  time  spotless  any  soul 

I'ercdvcs  itsrlf,  and  rises,  or  prepares 

Upwards  to  fly,  and  such  a  cry  assists.  " 

Of  its  pure  state  the  will  alone  makes  proof. 

Which  with  full  liberty  to  change  its  place 

Snatches  the  soul  up,  and  with  will  sustains  it. 

From  first  it  wills  good  ;  but  desire  prevents, 

Which  divine  justice  by  the  selfsame  bent. 

That  led  to  sinning,  fastens,  now  to  pain. 

And  I  that  in  this  punishment  have  loin 

live  hundred  years  and  more,  now  only  feel 

Free  aspiration  for  a  better  place. 

Therefore  you  felt  the  trembling,  and  the  good  ' 

Spirits  throughout  the  mountain  render  praise 

To  the  Lord  that  he  soon  may  raise  them  up." 


Thus  spoke  he :  and  as  one  is  wont  to  joy 
In  drinking  more,  the  greater  is  the  thirst. 
Words  fail  me  to  describe  how  I  rejoiced. 
Said  the  wise  leader :  "  Now  I  see  the  net 
That  here  encloses,  and  how  one  escapes; 
Whence  is  this  trembling;  and  why  ye  rejoice. 
Now,  who  thou  wast  be  pleased  that  I  should  know. 
And  why  prostrate  so  many  centuries 
Here  thou  hast  been,  inform  me  by  thy  words." 

"  What  time  the  virtuous  Titus  with  the  aid 
Of  the  great  Kinsj,  took  vi'iiwiiutc  for  the  wound 
Whence  flowed  the  blood  that  was  by  Judaa  sold  : 
With  that  name  which  most  honours  and  eudures, 
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On  earth  I  dwelt,"  that  spirit  answer  made, 
"  In  fame  abundant  vet  not  of  the  faith. 
So  sweet  in  me  the  genius  was  of  song. 
That,  a  Tolosan,  to  her  drew  me  Kome, 
Where  I  achieved  a  brow  with  myrtle  crowned. 
The  men  on  earth  jet  name  me  Stntius;* 
I  sang  of  Thebes,  then  of  the  great  Achilles, 
Hut  with  my  second  load  fell  by  the  way. 
Were  of  my  fire  the  origin  the  sparks 
Whence  I  was  kindled  from  the  liame  divine, 
1'rom  which  so  many  thousands  draw  their  liglit : 
I  mean  the  .Eucid,  that  was  my  breast. 
And  was  my  nurse-mother  in  poesy : 
Without  this  nothing  I  should  have  been  worth; 
And  to  have  lived  upon  the  earth  what  time 
Virgil  lived  there,  I  would  postpone  a  year 
Beyond  my  right,  my  going  forth  of  exile." 

These  words  made  Virgil  turn  liimself  to  me. 
With  aspect  that  in  silence  said :  Be  silent ; 
Hut  the  will  cannot  all  desires  fulfil, 
For  smiles  and  tears  too  naturally  wait 
Upon  the  passions  whence  they  take  their  rise. 
And  in  the  truest  least  obey  the  will. 
1  only  smiled,  like  one  that  gives  a  sign, 
On  which  the  shade  ceased,  and  threw  his  regards  " 
Into  mine  eyes,  where  thoughts  do  chiefly  dwell : 
And,  "As  thy  labour  may  be  crowned  with  good," 
He  said,  "  tell  why  just  now  thy  countenance 
Displayed  to  me  the  lightning  of  a  smile  ?  " 
Now  was  I  hemmed  in  upon  cither  side ; 

'  Statin*,  tlie  Roman  poet,  flourished  at  the  time  of  Uie  taking  i  f 
Jerusalem  by  Titus.  He  wos  anstivc  of  Naples,  bnt  ih  here  confounded, 
by  aconjmimerrurofUie  time,  »itli  n  rlut-  .ri.-L.-ic,  „f  ihu  nuih-  nanus  .,f 
Tolosa  or  Tonlonso.  Btattal  completed  his  Tbcbnis,  tint  died  after 
hating  written  only  two  books  of  his  Achilles. 
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One  made  me  silent,  and  the  other  begged 
Speech :  on  which  sighing  I  am  understood. 
"  Speak,"  said  the  Master,  "  and  be  not  afraid 
Of  speaking ;  but  say  on,  and  to  him  tell 
What  with  so  much  anxiety  lie  asks." 
Then  I :  "  Perchance  thou  art  in  wonderment, 
()  ancient  spirit,  at  tile  smile  I  gave; 
Yet  would  I  have  thee  feel  more  wonderment. 
This  one,  who  leads  mine  eyes  up  to  the  height, 
Is  that  same  Virgil,  from  whom  thou  bast  gained 
To  sing  so  well  of  men  and  of  the  Gods. 
If  thou  Imdst  any  other  reason  for  my  smile 
Abandon  it  as  false,  and  this  adopt, — 
The  words  which  thou  concerning  him  hast  said." 
On  tlus  he  stooped  down  to  embrace  the  feet 
Of  my  instructor,  but  he  said :  "  O  lirother, 
Do  not  so ;  thou  a  shadow,  secst  a  shade." 
The  other  rising  said :  "  Thou  jnayst  the  sum 
Judge  of  the  love  which  in  me  burns  for  thee, 
When  I  forget  that  we  are  empty  forms, 
And  treat  a  shade  as  a  substantial  thing." 
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Behind  us  now  we  had  the  Angel  left, 
The  Angel  who  had  led  to  the  sixth  round, 
After  removing  from  my  brow  one  mark ; 
And  they  who  had  to  justice  turned  their  will, 
Had  cried  out  with  their  voices  "  Blcited  they 
Which  third"'  with  no  addition  saying  this; 
And  I  more  light  than  at  the  other  gates, 
So  went  along  tliat  without  any  toil 
Upwards  I  followed  after  those  swift  souls. 

Virgil  began  to  speak  then,  saying  r  "  Love  '* 
Aroused  by  virtue  ever  kindles  love, 
If  only  outwardly  its  flame  appear. 
Whence  since  the  thne  when  dow  n  among  us  came 
To  the  infernal  Limbo  Juvenal,* 
Who  made  well  known  to  me  thy  love  for  mt, 
My  kindly  feeling  towards  thee  was  such 
As  never  wrought  in  me  for  one  unseen ; 
So  that  these  stairs  will  now  seem  to  be  short. 

1   '■  Illi— i-l  (If  l! 1 1 L v'  uliii'li  il.i  him;i''-  unit  ll.lr,t  :i!"r,  r  [--I, w n  ■. 
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Cut  tell  me,  anil  forgive  me  as  a  friend. 

If  in  security  I  loose  the  rein. 

And  henceforth  as  a  friend  converse  with  me : 

Within  thy  breast  in  what  manner  could  find 

A  lodgement  avarice,  with  so  much  knowledge, 

As  thou  wast  filled  with  by  thy  diligence  ?" 

These  sentences  made  Still i us  incline 
To  smile  at  first ;  hut  afterwards  ho  answered  : 
"  All  thy  discourse  is  a  prized  mark  of  love. 
In  verity  things  oftentimes  appear. 
Affording  false  materials  for  doubt. 
Because  the  real  causes  are  concealed. 
Thy  question  proves  to  me  that  thy  belief 
Is,"that  I  was  a  miser  in  the  life, 
Haply  because  I  in  that  circle  was. 
Now  be  informed  that  avarice  was  set 
Too  far  from  me ;  and  this  extravagance 
Unnumbered  months  in  punishment  have  held. 
And  had  it  not  been  that  I  ruled  my  thought?, 
What  time  I  read  that  passage  where  thou  criesf 
To  human  nature,  like  a  man  in  anger; 
'  Whither  canst  thou  not  drive,  accursed  thirst 
Of  gold,  the  appetites  of  mortal  men  ?" 
Circling,  1  should  have  felt  the  wofu!  jousts.' 
Then  I  found  out  that  a  too  open  flight 
The  hands  mi^hi  take  in  spending,  and  I  rued 
As  well  for  this  as  for  my  other  sins : 
How  many  with  shorn  haira  will  rise  again, 
From  ignorance,  which  for  this  kind  of  sin 
Repentance  barrrd  in  life,  and  to  the  last. 
And  know  thou  that  the  vice  which  corresponds 
To  any  sin,  its  natural  opposite. 
Together  with  it  here  exhales  its  sap. 

*  Maai,  iii.  SJ. 

'  InUittirck  urine  ATmriciou*  nn.t  IWignl  in  Hell.    la.  iU.  22. 
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Wherefore  if  1  am  placed  among  this  race 
Who  bewail  avarice,  for  my  purgation, 
Thus  has  it  fallen  me  for  its  reverse." 

"  What  time  thou  of  the  cruel  wars  didst  sing. 
Of  the  two  sources '  of  Joeasta's  grief," 
Replied  the  Hard  of  the  bucolic  lay?, 
"  By  that  which  Clio*  there  with  thee  discourses. 
It  seems  that  not  as  yet  had  made  thee  true 
The  Faith,  without  which  good  works  do  not  stead.  " 
If  this  l>e  so,  what  sun  or  source  of  light 
Did  so  thy  darkness  break,  that  thou  didst  set 
Thy  sails  to  follow  toward*  the  Fisherman  f" 
He  then  to  him  :  "  Thou  didst  me  first  invite 
Towards  Parnassus  in  its  caves  to  drink, 
And  first  didst  light  me  on  the  way  to  God. 
Thou  wast  as  one  that  as  he  walks  by  night. 
Carries  a  torch  behind,  that  helps  him  not. 
But  gives  them  knowledge  that  come  after  him, 
When  thou  didst  say  :  1  The  ages  recommence,  w 
Justice  returns,  and  the  prime  time  of  men, 
And  a  new  progeny  from  Heaven  descends." 
Through  thee  a  Bard  was  I,  through  Ihee  a  Christian; 
But  that  thou  mayst  the  better  view  my  sketch, 
I  will  extend  my  hand  to  colour  it. 
The  world  was  teeming  then  in  all  its  breadth 
With  the  true  Faith,  that  bad  been  sown  abroad 
By  the  eternal  kingdom's  messengers; 
And  thy  words  which  above  I  touched  upon. 
Accorded  so  well  with  the  novel  preachers,  " 
That  to  frequent  them  it  became  my  wont. 
So  holy  afterwards  to  me  they  seemed, 

*  Etcoclcs  anil  PoIjujom, 
<  Who  in  imnke.l  hi-  Suil.iiis.it       l-jiriiiiiiz  ..f  the  ThchiM, 
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That  when  Domitiari  persecuted  them. 
Their  ivocs  were  nut  without  my  sympathy. 
And  while  I  had  my  residence  on  earth, 
I  aided  them,  and  their  upright  demeanour 
Made  me  contemn  for  them  all  other  sects  : 
Ami  ere  I  had  I  he  {.J recks  lei!  to  the  streams 
Of  Thebes  iu  poetry,  I  had  been  baptized, 
Hut  I  in  fear  a  hidden  Ciiristian  stayed, 
Professing  for  a  lonjj  time  paganism  j 
And  this  lukcwarmness  the  fourth  circling  round 
Made  me  pursue  for  more  than  centuries  four. 
Do  thou  now,  that  but  lifted  up  the  veil 
Which  covered  me,  as  I  have  fully  told, 
Since  we  have  leisure  upon  the  ascent. 
Tell  me  where  Terence  our  ancient  is, 
Crcsibus,  Plautus,  Yarro,  if  thou  knowest? 
If  they  are  damned  say,  and  in  what  abode." 

"  These,  I,  and  Persius,  and  many  others," 
My  leader  answer  made,  "are  with  that  Greek  " 
Whom  mined  the  Muses  more  than  all  the  rest, 
In  the  first  circle  of  the  prison  datk. 
Often  we  bold  discourses  of  the  Mount," 
That  ever  on  it  holds  our  fosterers. 
There  is  Euripides  and  Antiphon, 
Simo.iidcs  and  Agathon,  and  more 
Greeks  who  have  had  their  temples  decked  with  b 
Here  of  Uiy  personages  1  may  he  seen 
Antigone,  Deiphile,  Argta, 
lsmene,  too,  as  tearful  as  in  life  : 
Thou  mightest  her  1  sec  who  Lnngia  showed  ; 
The  daughter  of  Tirestss,  and  Thetis, 
Deodamia  with  her  sister  ton." 

■  Homer,         9  Olympua.  1  In  the  Tlicbau  *ni  Achllld 
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The  poets  now  were  silent  both  of  them, 
Again  intuit  in  casting  looks  around. 
Free  from  tlie  ascent  and  its  confining  walls. 
And  now  the  four  attendants  of  the  day  * 
Were  left,  and  at  the  chariot-beam  the  fifth. 
Upwards  directing  still  its  glowing  point ; 
When  said  my  guide :  "  Mctliinks  to  the  outride 
Still  we  should  keep  the  right  hand  shoulder  turned, 
Circling  the  mountain,  as  lias  been  our  wont." 
'Ihus  did  our  habit  then  become  our  guide; 
And  with  less  doubt  we  entered  on  the  way, 
With  the  approval  of  that  noble  soul. 
They  went  in  front  of  mc,  and  I  alone 
Behind,  and  listened  to  what  they  discoursed, 
Which  gave  mc  intellect  for  poetry. 

This  pleasant  converse  interrupted  soon  11 
A  tree,  which  in  the  middle  path  we  found 
\\  it.lt  fruit  of  odour  excellent  ;md  sweet. 
And  as  a  fir-tree  upwards  loses,  girth 
From  bough  to  bough,  so  did  this  downwardly  ; 
1  think  in  order  that  no  one  might  cbmb. 
Upon  the  side  on  which  our  path  was  closed, 
A  limpid  water  fell  from  the  tall  rock, 
Over  the  leaves  itself  distributing. 

The  poets  twain  drew  near  unto  the  tree ; 
When  from  among  llie  foliage  a  voice  '" 
Cried  out ;  "  Beware  how  ye  approach  this  food." 
Then  it  said  :  "  Mary '  did  bestow  more  thought 
To  make  the  marriage  honoured  and  complete. 
Than  on  her  pidate— slit  dial  prays  for  you : 
And  the  old  liomnn  women  for  their  drink 

■  It  h  ti»u  boom  sine*  minri«,  or  11  i.v. 
'  At  tilt'  iiijilTjnj;H.'  in  C:m:L  :  "  Tl"tj  h:tv  mi  wine."    Ji'bll,  ii.  3, 
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'With  water  were  content,1  and  Daniel 

1'iMslirii;  despised,  ami  cult ivati'd  wisdom* 
Tin'  lirsl  iiL'i'  was  as  bc;iuliful  as  gold; 
With  li unger  acorns  were  made  savoury, 
And  with  thirst  nectar  made  of  every  brook. 
Honey  and  locusts  were  the  nourishment 
That  fed  the  Baptist  in  the  wilderness  : 
I'Vom  this  is  he  so  glorious,  and  so  great, 
As  in  the  Gospels  is  of  him  set  forth." 


1  Valeria  Kutfmnf,  li,  l. 


Daniel,  i.  12. 


CANTO  XXIII. 


THE  SIXTH  CIRCLE  OUKTINUKU.-FOIIEHE. 

While  I  mini;  eyes  on  tlic  green  foliage 
Was  keeping  fixed,  as  one  is  wont  to  do 
That  wastes  lus  time  in  following  a  bird, 
My  more  than  father  said  tome:  "  My  eon. 
Come  onwards,  for  the  time  allotted  us 
Demands  fo  lie  more  usefully  employed." 
My  looks  I  turned,  and  not  less  swift  my  feet 
Towards  the  Sages,  who  such  converse  held, 
As  made  my  [impress  In'  wilhout,  fatigue. 
When  !o  !  a  ivie|iiiig  anil  a  song  was  lieard  : 
" Open  my  lips,  0  Lord"  1  in  such  a  wise. 
As  brought  forth  in  me  joy  and  sorrowing. 
"  0  my  sweet  father,  what  is  this  I  hear  ?  " 

1  Fain  II.  IS. 


Began  I ;  and  lie :  "  These  are  shades  that  go 
Haply  to  loose  the  fellers  of  their  debts." 


As  pilgrims  do  when  they  are  rapt  in  thought, 
Who  unknown  people  on  I  heir  nay  o'ertaking. 
Look  round  on  them,  but  do  not  stay  their  steps  ; 
liehind  us  so  at  a  more  rapid  pace 
Coming  and  passing  us,  I  noted  here 
A  crowd  of  spirits  silent  and  devout. 
Sunken  and  dark  had  each  of  them  his  eyes, 
With  pallid  face  and  so  emaciated, 
That  from  the  bones  the  skin  its  outline  took. 
I  think  thai  at  Ins  Iaiesl  gasp  not  thus 
Reduced  to  mengrencss  was  Erisiehthon" 
]iv  hunger,  when  be  bad  no  further  help. 
Behold— in  inward  thought  I  might  have  said— 
The  people  who  did  lose  Jerusalem 
When  Mary'  fastened  on  her  child  her  mouth. 
A  ring  without  its  gem  their  orbits  seemed  : 
They  who  in  man's  face  can  read  o,  m,  », 
.Might  here  have  ea^ilv  disrerned  the  m.' 

Who  would  have  thought  the  odour  of  a  fruit 
Could  have  such  influence  to  create  desire, 
Or  of  a  water,  if  lie  knew  not  bow  ? 
I  was  in  wonder  at  what  starved  them  thus, 
(The  reason  not  yet  being  manifest 
Of  their  emaciation  anil  lean  skin) 
Wiien  lo !  from  the  recesses  of  his  head, 
On  me  his  eyes  a  shade  turned  with  fixed  gaze; 
l.ondlv  then  eried  :  "  What  grace  for  me  is  this  ?  " 

■  Punished  l>v  Con  witb  continual  hunger.  Ovid.  M.l.  nil).  7B0. 
'  Tim  itnli,i|,|,y  a'-iimn  "h.  stc  her  r.»n  nm  in  Uil-  liuiline-itllieNr 
.rim™ Inn.    Jorephun  rii.  21. 

'  Thi-"'snrc  tliptwncyfB;  the  >n  i*  f.,nni»1  1.y  llm  n.™-  Mid  C]M*r™ 
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I  should  not  have  recalled  him  by  hia  face ; 

Out  by  his  voiee  IIilti'  was  diselosed  to  mo 

That  which  iiis  coiiiitrn:iri<  e  had  kept  concealed. 

This  spark  rekindled  to  activity 

51  v  recognition  of  bis  altered  looks. 

Anil  I  once  more  I'orcscV  visage  saw. 

"  Give  no  attention  to  the  arid  scurf," 

Ik:  pmvL'tl  (if  mi',  "(hiil  bli-mishes  my  skin,  " 

Nor  to  the  !ack  of  flesh  that  I  display; 

But  of  thyself  tell  true,  and  who  arc  these 

IV o  spirits  who  for  thee  an  escort  form : 

Let  it  not  be,  that  thou  wilt  not  discourse." 

"Thy  countenance,  which  I  have  mourned  as  dead, 
Oivcs  me  not  less  occasion  for  regret," 
Answered  I,  "when  I  sec  it  thus  transformed. 
Tell  mc  in  God's  name  what  has  stripped  thee  thus ; 
Urge  not  my  speech  while  1  am  marvelling, 
Dl  can  be  speak  whom  other  wants  engross." 
He  then  to  me  :  "  By  the  Eternal  Will 
A  power  dwells  in  (he  water  and  the  tree 
Behind  us  now  left,  tinder  which  I  pine. 
All  of  this  race  who  with  lamenting  sing, 
l-W  seeking  I  he  month's  pleasure  in  excess, 
In  thirst  and  hunger  here  regain  their  health. 
Provokes  the  appetite  to  eat  and  drink 
The  odour  of  the  apples  and  the  spray 
"Which  is  diffused  among  the  foliage  ; 
And  every  time  tlinl  we  lliis  rnekv  path 


If  lint  time  with  liis  own  blood  lie  set  us  free." 

I  then  to  him  :  "  Forcsc,  from  t!ie  day. 

When  for  the  better  life  Hie  world  thou  chnngedst, 

Duwn  to  this  time,  five  years  have  not  elnpsed  : 

If  in  thee  ceased  the  possibility 

Further  of  sinning,  ere  the  season  came 

Of  gracious  sorrow  that  re-weds  to  God, 

Arrived  thus  high,  how  art  thou  ?  for  as  yet 

I  should  have  thought  to  Cud  thee  still  below. 

Where  gradually  is  restoration  worked." 

Then  he  to  me  :  "Thus  swiftly  has  me  led 

To  drink  of  the  sweet  wormwood  of  this  pain, 

M  v  Xi'lla  by  her  never. r-riisiiiir  prayers. 

By  pious  orisons  and  by  her  sighs 

She  has  withdrawn  me  from  the  tarrying  shore, 

And  has  released  me  from  the  other  rounds. 

As  much  in  God's  si  jit  is  esteemed  and  dear 

Jly  widow,  whom  I  tenderly  beloved, 

As  she  is  singular  in  doing  well  ■ 

Truly  Barbagia1  in  Sardinia 

Among  its  women  has  more  modesty. 

Than  the  Barbagia  where  her  I  left.' 

0  brother  dear,  what  woutdst  thou  have  me  tell  ? 

To  which  the  present  will  not  ancient  seem, 

When  from  ilie  pulpit  will  forbidden  be 

The  dames  of  Florence,  in  uiiblushiugncss 

From  going  forth  with  bosoms  unconcealed. 

Were  e'er  Barbarians  or  Saracens 

To  whom  was  needful,  clothing  to  enforce, 

Or  spiritual  or  other  discipline  ? 

But  If  these  sluuueless.  ones  could  be  assured 

Of  what  swift  heaven  has  for  them  in  store, 

They  now  would  open  wide  their  mouths  to  howl. 

1  A  rude  district  in  Baidinia,  noW  fi>r  Hit  immodot  dims  of  its 


Digitized  t>y  Google 


CtxTo  XXIII.  PimOATOEir.  323 

For  if  my  prescience  here  deceives  me  not, 
They  will  be  sad  before  the  checks  bear  down 
Of  him  that  now  is  hushed  with  lullabies. 
And  now,  my  bruflicr,  nothing  from  me  hide; 
Thou  sccst  that  not  I  only,  but  this  crowd 
Are  all  in  wonder  why  the  sun  is  veiled.'" 

Then  I  to  hitii :  "  If  thou  dost  recollect 
What  thou  with  me  wast,  and  what  I  with  thee, 
The  present  story  will  be  sorrow  ful. 
1'rom  out  of  that  life  he  delivered  me 
Who  goes  before  me,  some  nights  since,  when  round 
Displayed  herself  the  sister  there  of  him, 
(And  to  the  aun  I  turned).    He  through  the  deep 
Night  of  the  truly  dead  my  guide  has  been, 
With  this  true  flesh  that  has  accompanied. 
Thence  his  assistance  upwards  has  me  led. 
Ascending  and  encircling  the  mountain, 
That  mokes  you  straight  whom  crooked  made  the  world. 
So  far  bis  company  he  promises, 
As  to  the  place  where  Ileal  rice  shall  be: 
Thenceforward  I  without  him  must  remain. 
Virgil  il  is  who  has  informed  me  thus,  111 
(Ami  him  I  point  to} ;  the  other  is  the  shade 
For  whom  just  agitated  all  its  slopes 
Your  kingdom.  Ills  departure  giving  him." 


*  ISv  Dinto'j  IfjJj,  intcrctiititig  tlic  light. 
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Neither  our  inarch  our  speech,  nor  tliut  our  inarch 

Slackened,  hut  we  in  converse  swiftly  went, 

Like  to  a  vessel  urged  by  a  fair  wind; 

And  the  souls  seeming  like  to  things  twice  dead. 

Through  their  eyes'  caverns  did  astonishment 

Draw  in  at  me,  when  of  my  life  aware  : 

And  I  continuing  further  my  discourse. 

Said  :  "Haply  he'  more  tardily  ascends 

Tlum  he  would  do,  for  others'  company. 

But  tell  me,  if  thou  kuow'si,  where  is  Piccarda;  '' 

And  say  if  1  see  any  worthy  note 

Among  the  people  n  !io  thus  pi/e  on  me." 

"  My  sister,  tliiil  a*  beautiful  in-  good 
I  know  not  should  rank  most,  triumphant  sits 
Already  on  Olympus  in  her  crown."' 
Thus  spoke  lie,  adding :  "  Here  is  not  forbid 
To  call  by  name,  because  ore  thus  effaced 
Our  outward  features  by  this  regimen. 
This  is  ISuonngiunta"  (showing  him), 

1  Statins.       :  Fa.  iiL  19.       1  Of  the  QiUawi  nunUj  ;  »  poet  of 
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Lucca's  liuonagiimta  :  and  tluit  face 

Beyond  bim,  more  emaoiatc  than  the  rest. 

In  liis  embrace  once  held  the  lioly  Church  ; 

Of  Tours  was  hi:,'  and  expiates  in  (liis  f;u*t 

llolseua's  i  lls  in  (lie  Vcriiaccia  wine." 

He  named  me  man;  others  one  liy  one, 

And  to  be  named  they  all  appeared  well  pleased, 

80  that  among  them  no  dislike  I  marked. 

t.'haiiiping  his  lerth  in  hunger  1  observed 

Ubaldin  dalla  I'ila,1  and  Boniface,' 

Who  with  his  crosier  tended  many  souls. 

I  saw  Marches*/  that  had  opport unity 

To  drink  at  I'orii,  with  less  urgent  thirst, 

Yet  never  felt  that  he  was  satisfied ; 

But  like  In  one  that  looks,  and  I  lieu  prefer- 

Ooe  to  another,  1  did  to  him  of  Lucca, 

Who  most  seemed  of  me  to  fake  cognizance. 

lie  murmured  then,  and  of  Gentuccu'  something 

from  that  place  heard  I,  where  he  felt  the.  sting 

Of  justice,  which  on  this  wise  tortured  bim. 

"  O  Spirit,"  said  1,  "  that  so  eager  see  in  est 

To  parley  with  me,  stiller  nn:  to  hear, 

And  by  thy  speech  make  each  of  us  content." 
"A  maid  is  born  that  wears  not  yet  the  veil." 
Began  he,  "who  to  thee  will  pleasing  make 
My  eily,  although  in  ii  men  find  fault. 
Depart  now  with  Ibis  piece  of  prophecy  : 
If  by  my  murmuring  thou  hast  been  deceived. 
The  true  event-  herealier  will  disclose. 
But  if  I  now  behold  him,  tell  me,  who 

'  Miirtin  4tk  (of  T(mr») :  pope  in  1381,  .lis J  12S5. 
"  Hr  .:i,,  r  1  f  !],,■  ('.,r,li,,..l  n,-,l,li,,i,  In.  ...  120, 
'■  Ar.'lil.wli.-ji.^Havenia. 

:  (>f  llio  V.:-  A:  .-i  laiiiilv,  .1;,  nlUiiimi  ,.f  l-Vli.  On  hi.-  LiuM-  ttlln.; 
in  I  but  ™il  Ii.-  »iL-  :J»-a«i.lririliirii':  In-  m-iuI.  "  T.-ll  lli,-ii,  [  :,n, 

»»J"  thlnrtj." 

■  Tli ii  «! mill  s.mi  I..  W  thr  tun  f  ii  Inil.v  ..I  Liev.i,  mil,  ,vl  


Produced  the  verses  rare,  which  thus  commence:  " 

'  I,adi»  that  own  1  lit;  faculty  to  love' "' 

TlieD  I  to  him :  "  I  do  confess  that  when 

Love  breathes  in  me,  1  mark,  and  to  what  strain 

lit  dictate*  inward-  I  (jive  utterance." 

"  0  brother,"  said  lie,  "  now  I  see  the  cords 

That  held  myself,  the  Notary,  and  Guittone,' 

Hack  from  the  dnh.vl  new  style  which  I  hear. 

Well  can  I  understand  now  that  jour  pens' 

On  him  exactly  follow  who  dictates, 

Which  certainly  with  ours  did  not  befall; 

And  be  that  to  go  further  should  attempt, 

"Knows  not  the  dillerence  between  the  styles  :  " 

Then  as  if  satisfied  he  held  his  peace. 

Like  as  the  birds  that  winter  towards  the  Nile, 
Now  in  battalion*  spread  I  lien  wives  abroad, 
And  now  fly  closely  and  advance  in  file ; 
So  all  the  spirits  that  were  in  that  place, 
Wheeling  their  fnml  did  haslcn  on  their  steps, 
Swift  by  their  wish  and  their  attenuate  forms : 
And  as  a  man  that  is  in  running  spent, 

Until  the  panting  of  his  breast  is  eased ; 
So  let  beyond  him  shoot  the  holy  throng 
Forese,  and  with  me  came  after  them, 
Saying:  "When  shall  I  look  on  thec  again?" 
1  said :  "  I  know  not  how  long  is  my  life, 
lint  my  returning  cannot  be  so  swift, 
As  that  I  shall  not  sooner  wish  this  shore, 
BiTiuist  (he  place  where  1  was  fixed  to  live, 

>  The  first  lint  uf  onr  iS  tht  Muamcta  id  Die  Vita  Nuuni. 
1  Li&h]«*  iln  Lr-]il]n..,  jiil  iviiiv  :l[jh1  u-'f-»]y,  linjil  .■<!  IliL 

.11.1  ..f  t  hi .  ■  y.lh  i-.Tilur*-r     I  fill  II  1'  A I'/'.-.  -.li-l  (■'  li;*v,.  itiMTjd-il  Uiv 

lialinu  soimrt,  1OT4. 
7  The  >-..iir^cr 


Digitized  by  Google 


Oho  XXIV.  PORflATORY.  SJ9 

Yearn  day  to  day  is  more  deprived  of  good. 
And  for  a  sad  destruction  seems  prepared." 
"Now  go,"  he  said,  "for  him'  tiiat  has  most  guilt, 
Behind  a  horse's  tail  I  can  see  dragged 
Towards  the  abyss  where  is  no  expiation. 
The  horse  at  every  bound  more  swiftly  goes. 
Ever  increasing,  till  he  stamps  on  him, 
Ariel  in  vile  sort  disfigured  leaves  his  corpse. 
These  spheres  have  not  a  long  time  to  revolve, 
(Raising  his  eyes  to  heaven)  ere  shall  be  clear 
That  which  my  words  no  farther  may  explain. 
Remain  thou  now,  for  precious  is  the  time 
In  this  abode,  and  I  too  much  consume, 
doing  on  this  wise,  side  by  side  with  thee." 

As  at  a  gaRop  sometimes  issues  forth 
A  horseman  from  a  troop  of  cavalry. 
To  win  the  honour  of  the  first  encounter, 
So  from  ns  he  deported  at  quick  pace; 
And  I  stayed  on  the  pathway  with  those  two, 
That  were  such  mighty  masters  of  the  world. 
And  when  so  far  in  front  of  us  he  sped. 
As  that  mine  eyes  no  more  could  follow  him 
Than  could  my  understanding  iiis  discourse. 
The  green  anil  heavy-laden  houghs  appeared, 
At  no  great  distance,  of  another  tree. 
As  soon  as  I  had  rounded  towards  its  plaee. 
Beneath  1  saw  a  race  with  hands  uplift, 
Crying  I  kuow  not  what  towards  the  leaves ; 
As  eager  children  use  to  do  in  vain, 
Who  beg,  and  answers  not  the  person  begged, 

1  Com  Dooi.ti,  wlio  remained  u  Hie  chief  if  tiie  Black  (iiiolf*  in 
Florence,  after  their  e.Uhlkhu^Dt  by  Charles  of  Vulou.    Hia  juwer 

the  btirrdp  milil  In-  v.-.i.-i  ..w  r[..ki.ri  ;limI  mu  1..'  .!.■.■, tli.     Tlii-.  Ik,].|..  m..-.1 

in  iauH, 
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But  to  increase  Hit  edge  of  t  heir  cleaire 
Holds  up  the  tiling  they  want,  mid  bides  it  not. 
Then  they  departed  as  if  undeceived ; 
And  wo  on  this  drew  near  to  the  great  tree 
That  had  sr>  many  tears  and  pray  en  refused. 
"  Pass  onwards,  nor  a  close  approach  attempt ; 
The  tree  is  lusher  up,  of  uliitli  Eve  ate, 
And  tins  plant  from  it  takes  its  origin." 
Thus  spoke,  I  know  not  who,  among  the  boughs ; 
"Wherefore  I,  close  to  Statins  and  Virgil, 
Went  on  upon  that  side  where,  rose  the  clilT. 
It  said  :  "  IienicttiliiT  those  accursed  ones ' 
Formed  of  the  clouds,  that  in  their  fill  of  n  ine 
Combated  Theseus  with  their  double  breasts; 
Think  of  the  Hebrews  that  lay  prone  to  drink, 
[''or  which  as  cum  milts  (iidcuu  chose  them  not, 
When  from  the  hills  he  fell  on  Midian."1 

Thus  closely  skirling  one  of  the  two  sides 
Passed  we,  and  heard  (he  sins  of  gluttony. 
Now  followed  by  a  painful  recoinpenee. 
Coming  out  (hen  upon  the  open  way, 

Gazing  on  all,  without  a  word  of  speech. 

"  What  are  ye  three  thai  go  ;iloiie  in  thought?  " 

Sudden  a  voice  said,  and  I  gave  a  start 

As  would  a  terrified  and  coward  steed. 

My  head  I  raised  to  see  what  this  might  he, 

And  in  a  furnace  never  have  I  seen 

Metal  or  glass  so  ruddy  and  so  bright, 

As  now  I  saw  one  saying  :  "  If  ye  wisli 

Above  to  mount,  by  this  way  must  ye  turn  ; 

Hither  come  the;'  that  would  attain  to  Peace." 

His  aspect  had  deprived  me  of  my  sight, 

'  The  Centaur*  "  JmtgcH,  vli.  1. 
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And  to  my  leaders  1  again  returned. 

Like  to  a  man  obeying  what  lie  hears; 

And  like  as  when,  precursor  of  (he  dawn 

The  air  in  May  breathes,  wafting  odours  forth 

Impregnated  from  dowels  and  the  fields ; 

Such  air  felt  I,  that  in  the  middle  smote 

My  brow,  anil  movinir  pinions  eould  I  feci, 

That  made  ambrosia's  scent  perceptible; 

And  I  hear:!  said  :  "  Hon-  blessed  they  whom  lights 

Such  grace,  that  the  desires  of  the  palate 

Kindle  not  too  great  appetite  in  (heir  breast, 

liut  ever  hunger  they  in  just  degree." 
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Kow  was  a  time  when  tlic  ascent  craved  baste, 

For  the  meridian  circle  had  the  sun 

To  Taurus 1  left,  to  Scorjiio  middle  night ; 

Wherefore  as  does  a  man  who  does  not  stop, 

But  on  his  journey  w  ends,  whate'er  appear, 

If  goaded  by  the  stimulus  of  need; 

Thus  entered  we  upon  the  narrow  pass, 

Following  each  oilier  to  ascend  the  stair 

Sit  slrnii  llul  it  di.-irnnpli^  them  tint  moiiiil  : 

And  like  a  young  stork  that  expands  the  wing  '* 

Iti  wish  to  fly,  but  cannot  yet  be  bold 

To  leave  the  nest,  and  lets  it  droop  again  ; 

Tims  was  I  in  my  kindled  yet  quenched  wish 

To  make  enquiry,  to  the  act  advancing 

Of  him  (hat  ready  makes  himself  to  speak. 

Forbore  not,  for  the  swiftness  of  our  march, 
My  sire  beloved,  but  said  to  me  ;  "  Discharge 
Thy  bow  of  speech  now  drawn  to  the  shaft-head." 

_>  The  US  being  id  Anp«,  and  Taiir™  <U.  which  Scwi'i"  is  onixmiti) 
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In  confidence  T  opened  then  my  mouth. 
And  I  began  ;  "How  can  they  be  thus  lenil 
Where  there  is  no  necessity  for  food?" 
"  if  tliou  wilt  recollect  how  Meleiiger1 
Consumed  with  the  consumption  of  the  brand," 
He  said,  "  this  thing  will  nut  be  difficult ; 
And  if  thou  thinkest  how  with  every  cliiingc, 
Your  image  changes  in  the  looking  glass, 
This,  which  appears  hard,  will  be  easy  made. 
But  that  thou  mnyst  he  jjIc^i^i:^  I  to  thy  content, 
Behold  here  Statins,  him  I  beg  and  pray 
To  he  from  heiicr  ph\"*iri;m  to  thy  doubts." 
"  If  the  eternal  sights  to  him  I  teach," 
Statius  replied,  "while  thou  art  standing  by, 
That  I  could  not  deny  thee,  must  excuse." 

Beginning  made  he  then  :  "  If  my  discourse, 
My  son,  thy  mind  considers  and  receives, 
It  will  enlighten  thee  in  what  thou  askest. 
Blood  that  is  perfected,  and  not  absorbed' 
By  Lhirsty  veins,  and  which  remains  behind. 
Like  food  that  from  the  table  is  removed, 
In  the  heart  takes  for  all  the  human  limbs, 
A  virtue  formative,  lite  unto  tbnt. 
Which  to  supply  these  travels  through  the  veins. 
Further  digested  il  descends  where  best 
In  silence  were  passed  o'er;  ami  thence  distils 
Itl  nature's  vessel  to  meet  other  blood  : 
Together  there  the  one  ant!  other  mix. 
To  sutler  one,  to  net  the  other  made, 
By  the  perfecting  spot'  from  whence  they  flowed  ; 
And  thus  united,  it  begins  to  work, 

'  Ovid.  Met.  viii.  610. 
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Coagulates  at  first,  I  hen  vivifies 

What  from  its  own  material  lias  gained  form. 

The  active  virtue  thus  become  a  soul 

{Namely  a  plant's  soul,  thus  much  differing, 

That  this  in  progress  is,  that  at  its  end) 

So  far  effects,  that  now  it  moves  and  feels 

Like  a  sea-sponge;  and  then  it  umh'rlakt's 

To  organise  the  powers  as  their  germ. 

Next  is  dispersed,  my  son,  and  speeds  throughout. 

The  virtue  gained  in  the  male  parent's  heart, 

Where  nature  for  the  members  all  provide?. 

Rut  how  from  animal  it  human  grows, 

As  yet  thou  canst  not  know ;  this  is  a  point 

Which  led  to  error  one  *  more  wise  than  t  hee, 

So  far,  that  in  his  doctrine  was  disjoined 

The  farulty  of  reason  from  the  soul, 

Finding  no  organ  set  apart  for  it. 

Open  thy  breast  to  take  this  coming  truth, 

And  know  that  what  time  in  the  embryo 

The  brain's  organisation  is  complete, 

The  first  Creator  turns  to  it  with  joy 

At  such  the  skill  of  nature,  and  inspires 

A  new  bom  spirit  with  a  power  charged 

To  draw  what  it  encounters  active  there 

To  ifs  own  siilHliiiiiTj  niiikiii^  h  one  soul 

Which  lives  and  feels  and  on  itself  reflects. 

And  that  thou  innvst.  less  marvel  at  my  words. 

Consider  the  sun's  heat,  bow  that  makes  wine 

Joined  to  the  liquor  from  the  vine  that  Hows. 

"  Whenever  Lachcsis  has  no  more  thread, 
The  soul  breaks  from  the  flesh,  and  in  cil'ect 
The  part  divine  and  human  bears  with  it : 
The  other  powers  almost  arc  extinct  ; 

*  AtBitftei,  tl>c  Amlii.iti  nommmUtflr  "n  Arinbittr, 
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But.  understanding,  memory,  and  will, 

In  action  arc  much  keener  than  before. 

Without,  delay,  spontaneous  it  falls 

In  wondrous  fashion  upon  either  shore  ;' 

Then  for  the  first  time  learns  its  destiny. 

Soon  as  that  place  contains  it  in  itself. 

Forth  radiates  the  virtue  formative 

So,  and  as  muoli,  us  in  (he  living  limbs. 

Anil  as  the  air  when  full  of  watery  clouds, 

By  the  sun's  rays  that  in  it  are  reflected, 

Ts  seen  adorned  by  dift'ercul  bright  hues  ; 

So  in  that,  place  tlie  uciL'lilionr  air  assumes 

Whatever  figure  may  suggest  to  it. 

By  such  its  power,  the  soul  which  still  exists  : 

And  from  that  time  in  manner  of  a  flame 

Polio  wing  the  fire  in  its  every  change, 

Its  new  form  on  the  spirit  follows  close. 

From  hence  it  therefore  ils  appearance  gains, 

And  is- called  shadow;  and  its  organs  hence 

Bach  has  of  sense,  and  even  that  of  sight. 

From  hence  we  speak,  from  hence  we  also  smile  ; 

From  hence  we  draw  the  sighings  and  the  tears 

Which  thou  throughout  the  mount  mayst  have  perceived. 

According  as  the  wishes  stimulate. 

Or  other  passions,  so  conl'iinus  the  shade; 

This  is  the  cause  of  what  thou  inarvel'st  at." 

And  now  arrived  at  the,  last  punishment 
Wo  were,  and  turned  upon  the  right  hand  side,  "" 
And  by  new  cares  our  thoughts  were  occupied. 
Here  from  itself  the  bank  forth  darted  flames ; 
And  from  the  terrace  upwards  blew  a  wind 
Which  drove  them  back,  and  from  it  kept,  them  off. 
Thus  were  we  forced  towards  the  open  side 

1  F.ilhcr  of  Arlnsrnn  ;  nr  nf  the  TiluT.  t/i  !■■  tm.-|>'.rl,.,l  t..  Pill^itiirv. 
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Going  one  by  one;  and  I  the  lire  feared 

On  one  side,  on  the  other  feared  to  fail. 

My  lender  said  to  me :  "  Along  this  part 

A  tight  rein  must  thou  keep  upon  the  eyes. 

For  easily  thou  mightst  a  false  step  make."  "' 

"Summit  Den*  dementia"'  in  the  heart 
Of  that  great  fin1  I  eould  hear  them  singing, 
Which  made  mc  more  desirous  to  look  round. 
Then  I  saw  spirits  passing  through  the  flames  ; 
And  I  kept  watch  on  them  arid  on  my  feet. 
Alternately  dividing  my  regards. 
At  the  conclusion  or  the  hymn  thus  sung, 
Loudly  they  cried  out  :  "  /  know  not  a  man :  "* 
Again  then  in  low  tones  began  that  hymn. 
This  done,  anew  they  cried  out :  "  In  (he  woods  '*' 
Diana  stayed,  and  drove  away  Cnlisto," 
When  Venus'  poison  in  her  she  had  felt." 
Next  they  renewed  their  singing;  and  then  wires 
And  husbands  they  recited  that  were  chaste, 
Under  the  law*  of  marriage  Mid  of  virtue : 
And  this  mode  as  1  think  suffices  them 
Tor  all  the  time  that  scorches  them  the  ilame. 
In  such  employment,  and  in  such  behests 
'Hie  wound  last  given  '  must  be  healed  again. 

'  "OGrelof  higlirst  iiu-rry."    Tlir  first  linr  of  n  nymli  for  purity, 
ji*  it  \&  found  in  tiio  ouru-iit  Itolrii-h  bro^'mri!1-*. 
•  Lufcc  i.  »4. 
"  Ovi.i.  Met.  S.  465. 

>  TV  last  oftW  r*  mnrknl  l.y  tW  Aiijs-I.    Furg.  ij.  112. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CANTO  XXVI. 


While  thus  along  tlio  edge,  each  after  each, 

We  were  proceeding,  oft  the  Master  good 

Said:  "Take  thou  care;  let  profit  thee  my  warning." 

On  the  right  shoulder  smote  me  now  the  sun. 

That  .with  his  rays  already  all  the  West 

Had  changed  from  its  blue  tincture  to  a  white; 

And  in  my  shadow  ruddier  I  made 

Appear  the  flames;  at  which  phenomenon 

I  saw  gaze,  as  they  passed  by,  many  shades. 

This  was  the  matter  which  occasion  gave  .  '" 
To  them  for  converse  of  me,  and  they  fell 
To  saying:  "This  seems  no  fictitious  form." 
Towards  me  then,  as  f;ir  us  they  might  come. 
Certain  approached,  but  ever  with  regard 
Not  to  come  forth  where  they  would  not  be  burned. 

"  0  thou  that  goest,  not  for  lack  of  speed, 
But  for  more  reverence  behind  the  rest, 
Reply  to  me  that  burn  in  thirst  and  flames; 
Not  me  alone  thine  answer  will  delight, 
t'or  all  these  luok  for  it  with  greater  thirst 


Tliiin  (Kihiopes  or  Indians  for  fresh  springs  : 
Resolve  us  how  thyself  a  wall  thou  makest 
Against  tire  sun,  as  if  thou  hadst  not  yet 
Thine  entrance  made  within  the  nets  of  death." 
Thus  one  accosted  me;  and  I  had  heen 
Disclosed  to  them,  hut  1.1  ml  1  wus  engrossed 
Jiy  a  fresh  novelty  which  now  appeared ; 
For  in  the  middle  of  the  fiery  path, 
A  people  came  with  faces  turned  to  those 
Who  had  enforced  my  stay  to  look  on  (hem. 
There  on  all  sides  I  noted  hastening 
The  shadows,  and  ihey  sevunilly  embraced 
Without  erase,  as  content  with  brief  sill  lite. 
Thus  in  the  middle  nf  tln-ir  du-ki  tlimin: 
One  nnt  against  another's  rubs  his  head, 
Perchance  to  ask  the  road  or  his  success. 

Soon  as  they  broke  off  from  their  fond  caress, 
And  ere  that  ever  from  the  spot  Ihey  moved. 
They  alt  vied  with  each  other  to  shout  forth  ; 
They  that  arrived  last  :  "  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  ;" 
The  first :  "  Pasiphiie  the  heifer  entered 
That  to  his  luxury  the  bull  might  run." 
Like  the  cranes,  that  to  the  Riphiean  mountains 
Part  wing  their  flight,  and  part  towards  the  sands 
These  from  the  snows,  those  flying  from  the  sun. 
Arrived  one  company,  the  other  went, 
Returning  to  their  former  song  in  tears, 
And  to  the  shun: inL'  which  became  them  more : 
And,  as  the  former  time,  accosted  me 
The  same  that  had  besought  of  me  at  first, 
Revealing  in  their  lucks  their  wish  to  hear. 

I  who  these  two  times  their  desire  noted. 
Began  to  them  :  "  0  souls  that  are  secure, 
Whene'er  it  may  be,  to  attain  to  peace; 


Itciihiiii  mitj  or  untimely  snuiched  or  ripe, 

My  limbs  upon  the  earth,  but  are  with  me 

With  their  articulations,  and  their  blood. 

Ascend  I  hewe  more  blindness  In  escape ; 

Above  a  Lady  is  who  won  the  grace 

Whence  through  jour  world  the  mortal  part  I  boar 

But,  as  fullilled  your  aspiration  chief 

May  soon  be,  that  the  Heaven  may  receive  you, 

Which  full  of  love  is,  and  of  amplest  space  ; 

Tell  me,  that  in  mj  tablets  I  maj  write. 

Who  art'  ye,  and  what  is  this  company 

That  moves  along  behind  you  at  your  backs  ?  " 

Not  otherwise  in  w»:idi-r  -luiiii^  confused 
The  mountaineer,  and  gazing  round  is  dumb. 
When  strange  and  rustic  in  the  city  placed, 
Than  every  shadow  now  was  seen  to  be; 
But  when  (hey  wen;  restored  from  their  surprise, 
Which  soon  is  put  by  in  a  lofty  heart : 
"0  blessed  thou  that  in  our  frontiers," 
Began  again  the  same  that  prayed  before, 
"  Dost  lade  experience  for  a  better  life ! 

In  that  sort,  whence  erst  in  his  friumph  Cassar 
Might  hear  himself  rolled  Ouci  ti,  to  his  disgrace  ; 
Wherefore,  as  they  break  oh",  they  Sodom  cry, 
Themselves  reviling,  as  thou  must  have  heard. 
And  they  assist  the  burning  by  their  shame. 
Hcrmaphrodilal  was  our  sinfulness ; 

But  for  that  we  exceeded  human  rule, 

Indulging  in  our  appetites  like  beasts. 

To  our  own  shame,  is  by  ourselves  pronounced 

As  we  departure  take,  the  name  of  her 

That  wore  a  brute's  form  in  the  wooden  beast. 

Our  acts  thou  knowest,  and  our  guiltiness ; 

If  haply  thou  would' st  learn  us  by  our  names, 


Thou  canst  not  know,  tlierc  is  not  time  to  id] ; 
lie  thou  content  to  learn  of  me  alone  : 
I  Guido  Guinicelli'  am,  thus  early  purged 
Because  1  b  us  repentant  ere  the  last." 

Such  as  amid  tile  fury  of  Lycurgus ' 

SilcIi  was  I  then,  but  more  retrained  in  joy, 
When  to  himself  I  heard  give  name  this  sire 
Of  mine,  and  of  my  betters,  who  have  e'er 
Turned  courteous  and  dulcet  rhymes  of  love : 
And  1  went  musing  without  i;ir  or  voice 
For  some  long  rpm  c,  the  wlnlr  1  gazed  on  him, 
Yet,  for  the  1  lames,  essayed  not  elose  approach. 
Soon  as  on  ga/.ing  L  lirnl  fed  enough. 
Myself  I  offered  in  his  service  prompt, 
With  such  affirmance  as  enjoins  belief. 

lie  then  to  me :  "  Thou  leavest  such  a  trace 
And  so  bright  in  me  by  what  now  I  hear, 
As  Lethe  cannot  wash  out  nor  dilute  : 
But  as  I  swear  that  1  believe  thy  words. 
Tell  me  what  is  the  reason,  why  thou  showest 
By  words  and  looks  that  I  am  dear  to  thee  ?  " 

I  then  to  him  :  "  Thy  dulcet  sentences, 
Which,  long  as  modern  usage  shall  endure, 
Will  e'en  endear  to  us  their  very  ink." 
"  0  brother,"  said  he,  "  he  whom  I  denote 
Now  with  my  linger,"  and  a  soul'  he  marked, 

1  The  enilj  I1alim>  poet  uf  ILl^m.    fii^.  li.  IP?. 
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■he  »tw  Kraod  urn!  rc-.-iinl  In-  tier  .™-n  wiih.    Statins,  Thetaia, 
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Surpassed  he  all  ;  anil  let  tliu  idiots  talk 
Who  that  Limoges'  bard '  excelled  him  thought : 
lUthcr  bj  rumour  went  they,  than  by  truth, 
And  thus  confirmed  their  own  opinion 
Ere  they  to  art  or  reason  had  lent  ear. 
Many  did  thus  of  old  time  for  Guittone,* 
Giving  him  only  praise  from  mouth  to  mouth. 
Until  the  truth  suppressed  it  with  the  most. 
Now  if  thou  hast  so  large  a  privilege, 
That  to  the  cloister  thuii  hast  leave  to  go 
Where  Christ  its  Abbot  of  the  college  aits, 
lieg  him  to  say  for  me  a  I'aternoster, 
So  far  ns  in  tins  world  for  us  is  need, 
Where  ours  no  longer  is  the  power  to  sin." 

Then,  haply  for  the  other  to  give  place, 
Who  stood  near,  through  the  fire  he  disappeared, 
As  goes  a  fish  through  water  to  the  deep. 
To  hint  that  hud  been  pointed  out  I  moved. 
Saying  that  my  uilt-dinn  for  his  name 
A  favourable  greeting  had  prepared  ; 
And  ivillttigly  lie  thus  began  to  speak  : 
"So  plcascth  me  thy  courteous  demand, 
That  if  T  could,  I  would  not  rest  unknown; 
Arnaud  am  f,  that  wail  in  snug  and  tears, 
When  on  mine  ancient  follies  1  look  back ; 
And  I  before  sue  hail  the  wished-for  day: 
Now  by  that  virtue  I  beseech  of  thee, 
Which  guides  thee  to  the  summit  of  the  stair, 
Think  in  good  season  on  my  misery."* 
Then  he  was  lost  within  the  purghig  Humes. 

'  Tlie  truTiliHil.ui r,  ilemult  de  Beraeil.       i  Pnrg.  niv,  511. 
'  In  the  original,  what  La  mud   by  Arnmiii  a  in  the  Prove 
language. 
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PASSAGE  TUHOCGH  THE  PUMB&- DREAM  OP  LEAH 
AND  HACllF.l.-VIHGH.  RESIGNS  HIS  amDAKCB. 

Ah  when  lie  duds  his  earliest  radiance 
On  that  jilixce  where  liis  Maker  slied  his  blood, 
And  Ebro  under  (lie  high  liahriec  sinks, 
And  Ganges'  wider*  in  the  midday  glow, 
So  stood  the  sun ; 1  and  so  the  day  was  spent, 
When  to  us  joyfully  appeared  God's  angel. 
Beyond  the  liami's  he  stood  upon  the  bank, 
And  chanted  :  "  BUtttd  lire  the  pure  in  heart" 
In  accents  that  were  clearer  than  a  man's  : 
And  then:  "No  ivuv  is,  unless  firsts  afflicts 


'  It  i"  (i  P.M.     The  HUti  (ill  Arir>->  i.-  nMn-        .Itni-jiU-lii  :  Lilirii 
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The  lire,  0  holy  spirits ;  enter  it, 

And  to  the  song  on  this  side  be  not  deaf." 

Thus  spoke  he,  as  we  near  to  liiin  approached ; 
At  which  on  hearing  suck  one  I  became 
As  he  that  in  his  sepulchre  is  laid. 
Upwards  I  raised  my  hands  together  clasped, 
Seeing  tlie  flames,  and  vividly  recalling 
The  human  forms  which  I  had  burning  seen, 
ily  good  companions  turned  them  round  to  me, 
And  Virgil  thus  addressed  me  :  "0  my  son, 
Here  may  be  torment,  but  there  is  not  death: 

krnu'tiibnr  titer,  remember-  -and  if  I 

In  safety  guided  thee  upon  that  Ueryon,' 

More  can  I  do  now,  since  more  near' to  God, 

Kci'civc  for  cerium,  that  if  in  the  womb 

Of  this  llaine  thou  didst  lie  a  thousand  years, 

It  would  not  injure  thee  a  single  hair  j 

And  if  perchance  thou  tlnnkust  I  deceive. 

Approach  to  it,  and  make  experiment 

Holding  thy  garment's  lappet  in  thy  hands. 

Tlierclim:  dismiss,  di-iniss  new  thine  affright  ; 

Plunge,  and  pass  safely  to  the  other  side." 

But  I  stood  fast,  against  my  conscience, 

And  when  he  saw  me  standing  fast  and  still, 

In  some  vexation  said  he:  "See,  ray  son. 

This  is  the  wall  'twist  thee  and  Beatrice." 

As  at  the  name  of  Tlushe  raised  Ins  eyes 

The  dying  Pyranras,  and  looked  on  her, 

What  time  the  mulberry  was  to  purple  turned  ; 

Thus,  all  my  stubbornness  subdued  in  me, 

I  turned  to  my  wise  guide,  when  heard  the  name 

That  ever  in  tny  mind  whs  uppermost. 

Nodded  he  then  (lie  head,  and  said  :  "  [low  now  ! 
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Wilt  thou  on  that  side  stand  ?  "  and  then  lie  smiled 

As  at  a  child  that  is  enticed  by  fruit. 

Before  me  then  he  walked  into  the  ilamea, 

Entreating  Statins  to  follow  after, 

Who  erst  had  separate  been  by  greater  space. 

Soon  as  I  entered,  into  molten  glass 

T  would  have  leaped  amain  to  cool  myself, 

So  great  was  the  immeasurable  beat. 

My  loving  Father,  to  encourage  me, 

Of  notliing  spoke  but  Beatrice  as  we  went, 

Saying  :  "  E'en  now  I  seem  to  see  her  eyes." 

Our  guide  iu  that  place  was  a  voice  that  sang, 
And  we,  attention  wholly  giving  it. 
Came  forth  at  where  rose  upwards  the  ascent. 
"  Come  ye,  ye  Ui:.isi:d  <y'«y  Fitllier  come,"' 
Was  heard  from  out  a  light,  that  was  there  seen. 
Such  that  it  blinded,  and  I  could  not  iook  : 
"The  sun  departs,"  it  added,  "and  comes  night ; 
Delay  not,  but  be  instant  for  the  pass. 
Before  the  western  sky  is  turned  to  dark." 

The  passage  in  the  rock  ascended  straight 
In  such  direction  that  I  stopped  the  rays 
Before  ine  of  the  sun,  that  uow  was  wearied; 
And  of  few  steps  we  had  essayed  the  proof. 
When,  by  the  shadow  lost  that  sunk  the  sun 
IWiiinl  \k  wiis,  I  and  my  Sug«s  knew. 
And  ere  that  in  the  whole  of  its  wide  sweep 
Of  the  same  aspect  was  the  horizon  made. 
And  night  was  universally  ditTmed, 
Each  of  us  chose  a  step  to  be  his  conch  j 
For  here  the  nature  of  the  mount  destroys 
The  power  at  well  as  the  drsire  to  climb. 

•  Mnttheir,  m,  M. 


Like  as  are  quiet  when  Ihcv  chew  the  cud. 
The  goats  (that  have  heen  bold  and  wantoning 
Upon  the  ridges,  ere  they  took  their  meal} 
In  the  Bhade  resting,  while  the  sun  is  hot. 
Watched  by  their  herdsman  that,  upon  his  stall' 
Supports  himself,  and  guards  them  thus  supported ; 
And  like  the  shepherd  when  he  hivouacks 
The  livelong  nighl  beside  his  silent  flock, 
Ami  keeps  a  watch  against  despoiling  beasls; 
Mot  otherwise  at  that  time  were  we  three, 
1  like  a  goat,  and  like  the  herdsmen  they, 
Enclosed  on  cither  hand  within  the  rock. 

Without  was  seen  hut  Little  of  the  sky ; 
Hut  in  that  little  1  could  note  the  stars 
Larger  and  more  resplendent  than  their  wont. 

llni.  inu-iiii;  I  Mm-  !.«■!  in-:  m»in  (I,.--  . 

Sleep  fell  on  me;  the  sleep  (hat-  nil  ciil  hues 

Of  tilings  ere  acted  has  intelligence. 

It  was  the  hour  I  think,  when  from  the  East 

First  Cytherea  beams  upon  the  mount, 

She  that  glows  ever  with  the  iire  of  love ; 

Methought  that  in  my  dream  a- young  and  fair 

Lady  I  saw,  that  wandered  on  a  lawn 

Gathering  flowers,  and  in  song  she  said  : 

"  Whoever  seeks  to  learn  my  name  may  know  1 

That  I  am  Leah,  and  I  occupy 

My  dainty  hands  in  making  me  a  wreath  : 

I  deck  me  here  for  pleasure  at  my  glass  ; 

But  Bachel,  that  my  sister  is,  ne'er  leaves 

licr  mirror,  and  sits  by  it  all  the  day. 

She  is  rejoiced  to  view  her  own  fair  eyes. 

As  I  am  to  adorn  me  with  my  hands  : 

Action  fits  me,  and  contemplation  her."' 


1  LulIi  ;ui<1  Bimht'l  arc  tin-  '<[•■•  "f  (lie  active  arcl  tin  n.ntciNj.lal-i  v..  III.-. 
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And  now  before  tin1  lujht  which  marshals  day, 
Tliat  rises  sweeter  to  the  traveller, 
The  nearer  home  he  rests  on  his  return. 
Away  in  every  quarter  darkness  fled, 
And  my  dream  with  it;  then  1  raised  myself 
Serin;;  already  the  prat  Musters  risen. 
"  The  pleasant  fruit  which  throngh  so  many  bough 
Seeking,  the  an\iety  of  man  pursues. 
This  day  will  set  thy  hmigcrings  at  peace  : " 
Virgil  towards  im:  in  such  form  as  this 
Addressed  some  words ;  and  never  was  there  gift, 
That  could  in  pleasure  be  with  them  compared; 
And  such  au  access  of  desire  came  on 
To  be  above,  that  now  at  every  pace 
I  seemed  to  feet  wing-  growing  as  for  night. 

When  underneath  us  now  the  stair  complete 
Was  past,  aud  we  were  on  the  topmost  step, 
Upon  me  Virgil  settled  his  regards. 
And  said  :  "  The  fires  temporal  and  eternal, 
My  son,  thou  hast  seen,  and  hast  reached  a  place. 
Where  of  myself  I  cannot  further  see. 
Thus  far  by  skill  and  knowledge  have  I  led; 
Yrom  hence  take  thine  own  pleasure  for  thy  guide, 
Thou  art  beyond  the  rough  and  narrow  ways. 
Behold  the  sun  now  shining  on  thy  brows ; 
Behold  the  grass,  the  Cowers,  and  the  trees. 
Borne  by  the  ciirth  spontaneous  from  itself; 
Until  thou  seeat  those  fair  eves  in  joy, 
Which  as  they  wept  commissioned  me  to  thee, 
Thou  inayst  or  rest,  or  mayst  among  these  go. 
Expect  from  me  vni  further  speech  or  sign : 
Itclcased,  creel,  and  he;illhl'ld  is  thy  will, 
And  not  to  obey  its  judgment,  would  be  fault.; 
Whence  o'er  thyself  I  crown  and  mitre  thee."' 

1  l  make  tbw  king  ii ml  priest.   fiee'Bm.  i.  (I. 
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THE  EAKTHLT  MR1DISB.— THH  RIVER  LETHE.- TUB 

Dumiuus  hum  to  ixpLoru  within  and  round 
Tin:  divine  forusl  thick  am]  lloiirishing 

Which  tempered  to  the  eyes  the  youthful  day 
Without  delay  I  left  the  mountain's  edge, 
Li'isiirdv  ro;iMi i 1 1 !_r  "ivr  ( In-  champaign 
Upon  a  soil  that  breathed  all  odours  sweet. 
A  balmy  air,  which  no  vicissitude 
Had  in  it,  smote  upon  me  in  the  front. 
With  softer  impulse  than  n  gentle  wind  ; 
Hv  which  the  sjn'iivs  in  quivering  accord, 
Were  one  and  all  towards  that  qunrtcr  bowed 
Where  casts  the  Imly  mountain  its  first  sluide 
Yet  from  the  straight  position  were  not  bent 
Ho  much,  as  made  the  birds  upon  their  tops 
Cense  from  tho  exercise  of  all  their  skill ; 
But  with  a  full  delight  the  early  hours, 
Simjiiijr,  llwv  welcomed  'moug  the  foliage 
Which  joined  its  burden  to  their  tninsirelsv. 
Such  as  is  taken  up  from  branch  to  branch 
Through  the  pine  grove  upon  Chiassi's  shore, 
When  .-Eolus  unlooses  the  Sirocco. 


1  On  the  idtintk,  near  Bvrer.Uk 
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My  loitering  steps  had  ere  now  carried  me 
So  deep  within  tlie  ancient  wood,  that  I 
Could  not  the  way  by  which  I  entered  trace : 
When  lo  !  a  stream  my  further  progress  checked, 
That  to  the  left  hand  with  its  little  waves 
Hons  down  the  herbage  growing  on  its  bonk. 
All  waters,  that  the  clearest  arc  on  earth, 
Wonld  seem  to  have  in  them  impurity, 
Compared  with  this,  which  nothing  in  it  bides ;  w 
Yet  black  and  darkling  on  its  course  it  runs 
Beneath  the  everlasting  shade,  which  ne'er 
Allows  the  sun  to  shine  there  nor  the  moon. 
With  steps  restrained,  and  with  mine  eyes  1  passed 
lieyond  the  rivulet,  in  wonderment 
At  the  diversity  of  blooming  trees  : 
And  then  appeared  to  ine,  as  there  appears 
A  thing  upon  the  sudden,  which  expels 
In  marvelling  at  it,  all  other  thoughts, 
A  Lady'  trillion!  company,  flint  went 
In  song,  and  plucking  (lowers  from  the  liowers 
With  which  her  path  was  all  enamelled. 

"  0  Lady  fair,  that  with  the  beams  of  love 
Host  u'iuw,  if  only  I  may  trust  the  signs 
That  wont  to  be  the  witness  of  the  heart. 
May  thy  good  pleasure  lead  thee  in  advance," 
Thus  I  addressed  me  to  her,  "  to  this  stream, 
That  I  may  listen  to  thy  melody : 
For  thou  remindest  me  of  what  and  where 
Was  Proserpine'  upon  that  time  when  lost  " 
Her  mother  her,  and  she  the  prime  of  spring." 

:  Thw  bulj,  nho  has  been  i  it^ui-H  l.y  Li:.!i  anil  ftirliel  in  the  last 
C;mt..,  111-.,  is  :,(»■  ..ft],,:  ;,.lir  ;im!  ..:  1 1„-  .■  .r.l.Tll [.Ulive  life.  She  ix 
rifl.-ji':!!-.!*  ihit_'  \wiit.  11!",  .-nil..!  31.,t;ti:i.  nml  Jin*  nlwnjs  been 

1.1.  Iilill.il    Will,    H„-  f.i„|..Hs  C.uute^   .T  TUMMI.V    "f   tllMt   ItiimO  j  wlw 

•Wed  1115,  sn.J  left  Ii.t  | ,■.->.,..;..„-  1-.  tin-  Clmreh  of  Benin. 
1  Vihtu  carried  ..IT  l.y  I'lnl..  IV. in  llv.  Ilwry  J.kill  nf  Unna. 
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Like  as  when  turns,  with  feet  that  ever  seek 

The  floor,  held  close,  a  lady  in  the  dance, 

Anil  one  foi>l  scurry  before  (Ik*  other  puts, 

So  turned  alie  on  the  damask  and  the  golden 

Flowers  towards  me,  arid  resembled  then 

A  maiden  ;i»  she  veils  her  Kindest  eyes ; 

And  to  my  supplication  gave  content 

Drawing  so  near  to  me  that  the  sweet  sound 

And  its  significance  to  me  arrived. 

Soon  aa  she  reached  the  part  where  the  green  sward 

Was  by  the  waters  of  the  fair  stream  bathed, 

She  gave  me  guerdon  or  her  lifted  eyes. 

Not  such  a  splendour,  as  I  think,  shone  forth 

Under  the  lids  of  Venus,  when  transfixed 

By  her  own  sun,  in  unaccustomed  wise. 

Smiling  upon  the  other  bank  she  stood. 

Hewing  the  many  flowers  in  her  hands 

Which  that  high  region  without  sowing  yields. 

Three  puces  only  the  stream  interposed. 

Hut  Hellespont  where  Xerxes  passed  across 

(That  bridle  to  the  insolence  of  men) 

Was  by  Leander  not  more  held  in  hate, 

For  flowing  between  Lesbos  and  Abydos, 

Than  this  by  me,  because  it  opened  not. 

"  Strange  are  ye,  and  perchance  w  hy  I  rejoice," 
She  thus  began,  "  in  this  place  set  apart 
To  be  the  cradle  of  the  human  race. 
Some  doubts  possess  you  in  your  marvelling; 
The  psalm/  '  Fur  thou  hail  made  me  glad'  throws  light" 
To  clear  the  mist  from  round  your  intellect ; 
And  thou  that  enmest  lirst,  :md  hast  besought  me, 
Say  if  thou  would'st  hear  more  ;  for  I  am  prompt 
For  all  thy  questions,  until  satisfied." 

1  "Fnrlhou,  Lunl,  linat  nuiile  mi!  slsd  ttiwub  thy  wurkB :  find  I 
will  rfjdii'"  in  tiviiu  {omit  f.T  till-  <i|irTiUMis  (if  tliy  luiTiili."  Pn.  icii.  4. 
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"  The  stream,"  I  said,  "  ami  murmurs  of  this  grove 

Impugn  to  me  the  new  acquired  faith 

In  which  the  contrary  of  this  I  learned."1 

Then  she :  "  I  will  instruct  tht-e  how  proceeiis 

From  its  own  causes  this  which  make?  thee  wonder, 

And  I  will  clear  the  mist  which  troubles  thee. 

The  Highest  Good,  to  itself  only  pleasing, 

Created  man  good,  and  this  place's  joys 

Gave  him  for  earnest  of  eternal  peace. 

Here  stayed  he  short  time  by  bis  own  default ; 

Hy  his  own  fault  for  sorrow  and  for  toil 

He  changed  I  he  guileless  smile,  and  pastime  sweet. 

That  the  commotions,  which  beneath  it  cause 

The  exhalations  of  the  earth  and  sea, 

Which  far  as  may  be,  back  to  heat  return, 

Might  no  annoy  occasion  to  mankind, 

Thus  high  the  mountain  towers  in  the  sky, 

And  is  exempt  from  them  above  the  gate. 

Hut  since  throughout  the  circuit,  of  its  orb 

'flic  air  revolves  with  the  lirst  moving  sphere, 

Unless  its  round  in  any  place  is  broken; 

Upon  this  suimuil,  which  stands  disenthralled 

In  the  pure  atmosphere,  the  motion  strikes 

The  wood,  and  makes  it  sound  as  being  thick  ; 

And  every  tree  when  struck  has  such  elfect 

That  with  its  properties  it  lills  the  air 

Which  after  drops  them  as  it  circles  round; 

And  the  other  earth,  according  as  it  fits 

In  soil  or  climate,  welcomes  and  adopts 

The  different  plants  of  different  properties  : 

On  earth  no  longer  therefore  should  surprise, 

This  being  understood,  if  any  plant 

Establishes  itself  without  known  seed  : 

And  be  instructed,  that  the  holy  plain, 

1  Purg.  mi.  12.  Whore  Stntiiis  hij-b  there  is  no  wiml  nur  m.iislure 
%l«.ve  Hit  ■  latr>  nf  hirpit-iry. 
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Where  now  thou  nrt,  is  full  of  every  seed, 

And  has  its  fruits  that  arc  not  plucked  on  enrtli. 

"  The  stream  thou  scest  Hons  not  from  a  spring 
Supplied  by  vapour  which  (lie  eold  condense*. 
Like  rivers  that  or  lose  or  g.ithcr  force, 
Dut  issues  from  a  fountain  sure  and  full, 
Which  only  from  the  will  of  God  receives 
What  down  its  double  opening  it  pours; 
On  this  side  with  a  virtue  it  descends. 
To  take  away  the  memory  of  sin  ■ 
Upon  the  other  ref  Inrvs  that  of  gum!  i]i:i->.[~. 
Here  Letlie,  as  upon  the  other  side 
Kunoe  called  ;  and  no  ell'eet  if  works 
Tasted  unless  it  be  botli  hero  and  there. 
Rises  above  all  other  flavours  this ; 
Ami  although  in  sufficiency  content 
Should  be  thy  thirst,  whence  no  more  I  disclose, 
1'or  Further  grace  1  give  this  corollary  ; 
Nor,  as  I  think,  less  prized  will  he  my  words. 
If  for  thee  their  permission  they  transgress. 
They  that  of  old  times  wrote  in  poetry 
Or  the  golden  age,  and  of  its  happy  state, 
Dreamed  Imply  in  Parnassus  of  this  place  ; 
1  lerc  was  the  root  of  mankind  innocent ; 
Here  was  perpetual  spring  and  every  fruit ; 
This  is  thai  Nectar,  of  which  speak  they  all." 

Upon  this,  round  T  turned  again  to  view 
My  Poets,  and  remarked  that  with  a  smile 
To  this  last  explanation  lliry  gave  ear: 
Then  on  the  Lady  fair  1  bent  my  gaze. 
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She  added  in  completion  of  her  lav  : 
"  Bletttd  is  he  mhotl  ain  it  covered?'  ' 
And  like  unto  the  nymphs  who  go  alone 
Among  tile  forest  shadows,  in  the  wish 
Some  to  avoid  arid  some  to  sec  the  sun; 
Against  the  stream  so  moved  she,  as  she  went 
Along  the  bank,  and  I  kept  pace  with  her, 
Gently  accompanying  her  gentle  steps. 
Together  made  we  not  an  hundred  steps 
When  the  banks  one  and  other  gave  a  turn, 
111  such  wise  that  I  faced  toward  the  casi ; 
Nor  in  this  manner  held  we  long  our  way, 
When  wholly  round  to  me  the  Lady  turned. 
Saying :  "  O  look  and  listen,  brother  mine ! " 

And  io!  a  brightness  suddenly  that  ran 
Through  the  great  forest  upon  every  side. 
Such  that  1  fancied  it  ivus  lightening; 
But  because  lightning  as  it  comes  departs, 
And  this  with  growing  splendour  did  endure, 


Williin  myself  1  said :  What  thing  is  t!ii>  ? 

And  a  sweet  melody  was  borne  along 

Through  the  illumined  nir;  then  righteous  aeol 

Made  mo  reprove  Eve's  curiosity, 

Because  where  heaven  ami  the  earth  obeyed, 

She,  only  woman,  and  but  newly  formed; 

Omld  not  Li-  |>:itient  underneath  the  Veil; 

Under  which  if  she  had  devotit  remained, 

I  should  have  these  inelFuble  delights 

Felt  from  the  first,  and  after  for  long  time. 

While  thus  among  the  first  fruits  1  was  going 

Of  the  eternal  pleasures,  total  rapt, 

And  was  yet  longing  for  I  he  further  joys; 

In  front  of  us,  as  'twere  a  hlazing  fire. 

The  air  showed  underneath  the  verdant  boughs, 

And  now  as  singing  the  sweet  lone  was  heard. 

0  sacred  Virgins,  if  e'er  hungerings, 
\ igils,  mill  cold,  for  you  I  have  endured, 
Let  this  excuse  me  if  I  call  for  aid ; 
Through  me  let  Helicon  its  waters  pour, 
And  with  her  choir  Urania  give  aid, 

Further  advancing,  seven  trees  of  gold 
Falsely  the  long  space  to  the  eye  set  forth, 
Which  interposed  between  ourselves  and  them  ; 
But  when  I  drew  near  the  reality, 
So  that  the  object  which  had  snared  the  sense 
None  of  its  features  in  the  distance  lost; 
Tilt  sense  whirh  brlni;*  opinion  tn  the  proof. 
Instructed  mc  that  they  were  candlestick". 
And  that  the  voices  did  "  Hosanna"  sing. 
Above  shone  out  their  brilliant  furniture. 
More  splendid  than  the  moon  in  a  clear  sky 
At  midnight  in  the  middle  of  her  month. 
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I  turned  me  round  of  nil  mi  ration  full 
To  i lie  u'oinl  Virgil,  ami  lie  answered  me 
With  limk?  thiif  of  ama7cmenl  wore  no  less : 
Then  on  those  lnfly  things  uiiuin  I  looked, 
Moving  fovards  ns  at  Mich  solemn  pace 
As  by  n  Uf;iv-)n:nli  briilr  jo:i][|  hi:  Mirpassnl. 
The  Lady  cried  to  me :  "  Why  dost  thon  gaze 
Thus  at  the  appearance  of  the  burning  lights, 
And  dost  not  look  on  what  comes  after  thorn  ?  " 
Then  I  saw  people  thai,  as  on  their  guides 
(In  these  close  followed  in  white  robes  arrayed, 
And  no  such  whiteness  ever  was  on  earth. 
The  water  glittered  upon  my  left  hand, 
And  back  to  me  reflected  my  left  side, 
Like  to  n  mirror  when  I  looked  on  it. 

When  on  my  bank  such  station  I  hail  gained, 
That  only  by  the  stream  I  was  removed. 
For  better  view  f  brought  my  steps  to  rest; 
And  saw  the  flumes  us  (Iht  in  progress  went, 
Leaving  Ihe  iitmfisplim.'  behind  them  dyed  ; 
And  they  to  streaming  pennons  semblance  bore. 
So  that  on  high  continued  they,  distinct 
In  seven  trains,  and  of  such  colours  all 
As  the  sun's  bow  is  of,  or  Delia's  zone." 
These  banners  were  extended  to  the  rear 
Beyond  my  vision,  and  as  I  could  judge, 
The  outer  two  ten  paces  were  apart. 
Under  Hie  gorgeous  sky,  ns  thus  described. 
Twenty-four  elders,  walking  two  by  two, 
And  crowned  with  flowers  of  the  lily,  marched. 
Chanted  they  all  of  them  :  "0  blessed  thou 
Of  Adam's  daughters,  and  all  hallowed 
Be  for  eternity  thine  excellence ! " 

•  The  lulu  rnnnri  the  moan. 
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Soon  as  the  flowers  and  the  herbage  green 
In  front  of  ine  upon  the  other  bank 
Were  passed  by  that  elected  company  ; 
As  in  the  heavens  rises  star  on  star, 
Close  after  these,  four  living  creatures  went, 
Crowned  each  of  them  with  verdant  foliage ; 
And  with  six  pinions  each  of  them  was  winged, 
The  feathers  full  of  eyes ;  and  Argus'  eves 
If  they  existed  would  be  such  as  these. 
Further  to  tell  their  shape  I  cannot  spare 
Verses,  O  Header;  presses  other  charge 
So  much,  that  here  I  may  not  be  diffuse  i 
But  in  Eitekicl'  read,  where  lie  relates 
How  from  the  frosty  region  lie  beheld  them 
Come  out  with  whirlwind,  (ire,  and  with  cloud ; 
And  as  in  his  page  thou  will  meet  with  them, 
Such  Were  they  here  ;  except  that  for  the  wings 

With  me  Saint  John  '  is,  and  departs  from  him. 
The  space  that  was  between  these  four  contained 
A  chariot  borne  on  two  triumphal  wheels 
Drawn  by  a  Gryphon,  by  the  neck  attached, 
And  he  bore  raised  his  either  wing  aloft 
Between  the  mid  train,  and  the  three  and  three, 
To  injure  none  of  them  by  crossing  it, 
Rising  si)  high,  that  they  could  not  be  seen. 
The  part  that  was  a  bird's  he  had  of  gold, 
The  other  part  of  white  and  ruddy  mixed  : 
Not  only  Home  with  such  a  sumptuous  car 
Augustus  greeted  not,  nor  Africanus, 
But  e'en  the  sun's  would  be  but  mean  by  it ; 
That  of  the  sun  which  wandering1  was  burned 

*  Eiekidi.  1.  "And  I  looked,- and  beboku  lAiri-ind  cum 
ilie  north,"  lu. 

'  Uei.  iv.  »,  whciv  Uk  iH-i.ht.-  tern  lif  St.  Jubn  lure  nil 
wlii'ivn,  Hiti-liii'!  Hi"  tlimi  willi  fuar  wings. 

s  When  driven  bj  F  Us  ton. 
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Upon  the  prayer  of  supplicating  Earth, 
When  Jove  in  his  deep  purposes  was  just. 

Three  Ladies: '  by  the  right  wheel  in  a  round 
Came  dancing :  one  of  such  a  ruddy  hue 
That  within  flame  she  hardly  had  been  seen  ; 
Another  was  as  if  her.  flesh  and  bones 
Had  been  created  of  tile  emerald ; 
The  third  appeared  as  rirwk-drivcn  snow: 
And  now  they  seemed  as  led  by  her  in  while, 
Now  bv  the  red,  and  to  her  melody 
The  others  timed  their  movement  quick  or  slow. 
Four1  were  there  on  [lie  le;"l  band  that  rejoiced 
In  purple  vestments,  following  the  lead 
Of  one  of  them  with  in  her  head  three  eyes. 
I'Ulldviiii^'  u|"in  :  1  lis  interwoven  group 
I  saw  two  old  men  differing  in  dress, 
Hut  each  iu  secure  reverend  and  staid. 
One  of  them  showed  as  a  familiar 
Of  worthiest  Hippocrates,  whom  nature 
Made  for  her  creatures  whom  she  chiefly  love? : 
The  other  showed  the  contrary  pursuit, 
Bearing  a  keen-edged  and  resplendent  sword, 
"Which  made  mc  tremble  on  my  side  the  stream. 
Then  I  saw  four  that  went  iu  lowly  guise, 
And  after  all  an  old  man  that  alone 
And  sleeping  went,  but  with  rapt  countenance. 
These  seven  like  those  in  the  pageant  first 
Were  habited  j  but  of  the  Lily-bloom 
Around  the  haul  they  wore  no  coronals, 
But  one  of  roses  and  of  flowers  red  : 
One  might  have  sworn  to  look  on  them  from  far 

•  The  three  tirologinl  virtnu— Faill,  It..]*,  and  Clarity. 
'  The  four  moral  virtu..-*  --IWcmv,  JvUm,  Flirt i til il o  mid  T 

pnaant,  and  tie  futon'. 
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That  they  were  burning  from  above  the  l>ro«.  "* 

Soon  as  the  car  to  ine  was  opposite. 

It  thundered  j  mid  this  honourable  troop 

Seemed  as  if  further  progress  were  forbid. 

For  With  the  ensigns  seen  at  first  they  stopped." 

V  J 1 1  ■  - 1 1  J  ■  Id  i  L  Ul.'  '.l;[Y.  lllllV  l-'lll.-,l-M  N-  l.l~-ll  11."  |  L  1  V  |  I '  1 1 1  ^'  A  Single  IllfllllhCe 

of  it1*  ttTiTii Tiiiil  i  "f  Hi.-  A  -.h  j'-li  i]ih|m  i:-.dl:i.n  ,i-!\in].  ttv.  31t.  Tim 

twtTilJ-6.nrEl.lfrs  nr..-  tliu  R.»  Is  ,.1  tt„.  01,1  Ttsuiiier.!,  n  t.lini; 

to  the  ni-muefTntrjt  ..f  St.  .lfiomi\  tire  i.f  tti;it  imnihvr,  .irrl  n..  fi.llnwi.  : 
i.  lirnoi.H.  2.  E\.«1lis.  3.  lovitirus.  4.  NumLvrs.  .'.  Lion  .enroll,  v. 
B.  Juihm.  7.  Jm.1l;™.  j.  Si„unel.  3.  KinSs.  JO.  [.sniuli.  11. 
.lereiiii.il].  12.  Ki.;ki..  l.  IS.  JIj]|..r  rrq.lwta.  li.  Jnh.  15.  Rut.li, 
16.  realms.  17.  I'ri.Vfrl...  IS.  K.'.-l.-rfiL»t.-H.  1S>.  .<.-iig  ^..mon. 
■20.  Unaiol.  21.  n,r™ir[CH.  22.  K»<lrii».  23.  E.-llicr.  21.  Lamen- 
tations.   The  F.mr  T1.ti.-1s  lire,  thi!  Four  'Ht.-Is,  uhi.-li  .'.„i„l,Te  the 


emMem.  n  swoiii.  Tli.'  iiiirur  KnUli-s  i.f  I'lT.r,  J"liii.  Jn.li-.  ni.il  Jump 
ui.iii-  rieit ;  i.ii(l  Hit  |,r-vssi.Ti  i-  suited  l.y  SI.  J..lm  n~  llie  nrit-T  . 
the  Ri«.k  ul'  Hev, Minus,  tvliieh  el.  i-  tin-  ■mh-jti  if  Seripture. 


When  the  Sen  ten  Irion '  of  ilie  car))'  heaven, 
(Which  neither  knows  of  setting  nor  of  rise. 
Nor  other  cloudiritr  tlum  (lie  veil  of  ain, 
Ami  which  in  th;it  flare  made  e;ieh  one  aware 
Of  what  his  duty  is  as  tin:  lower  stara 
What  course  lo  slci'i  liv  to  attain  (lie  port,) 
Was  planted  firm  ■  the  truthful  company 
That  first  advanced  between  it  and  the  Gryphon 
Turned  to  the  chariot  as  to  llieir  [icace  ; 

1  Tbe  «vt-n  light.  ..f  ilit  CWItslietis  -.in.-  ,-^JIt.l  tin-  Rcptisiitiu.ii  „f 
tlw  dk}'  i.f  tin-  Kj.nl:];  I'ara.li,.-,  al't.T  tlje  m-vuj  «UrK  >-„  num-d,  i,f  till' 
Una*  Bmt  in  Uh  northern  hemiqilKrc. 
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PDROATOEY 


And  one'  of  tliem  as  if  from  Heaven  sent  ■  " 

Three  times  cried  out,  and  after  him  tlte  rest. 
Like  as  Hie  blest  at  tin:  last  summoning 
Will  rise  cadi  ready  from  his  sepulchre, 
Using  in  Alleluias  their  new"  voice  ; 
Ho  these  upon  the  heavenly  chariot, 
A  hundred  mounted,  at  that  elder's  voice, 
Heralds  and  minister:-  o('  denial  life; 
Exclaimed  they  all  :  "  Qui  veiti*  bentdictnt," ' 
And  casting  Mowers  upwards  and  around, 
"  Manibui  0  <lale  Mia  plenis." ' 

I  have  seen  sometime  at  the  break  of  day 
The  eastern  quarter  in  one  rosy  blush, 
And  all  the  rest  in  tranquil  beauty  decked, 
While  the  sun's  disn  wis  nHiia  eloud -involved, 
So  that  bv  tempering  of  t  En  -  v.ipour  mists 
The  eye  could  bear  him  for  a  certain  space  : 
Not  otherwise  within  a  cloud  of  flowers 
That  from  angelic  bunds  wen:  upward  thrown 
And  fell  again  within  mid  round  the  car. 
Under  a  while  veil,  and  with  olive  crowned, 
Appeared  a  Lady  in  a  mantle  green. 
Vested  in  colour  of  the  living  flame  : 
And  then  my  spirit,  that  had  for  so  long 
A  time  remained,  since  when  before  her  presence 
In  trembling  wonder  it  was  overcome, 
Without  more  infiiniiatitiii  I'miii  the  eyes, 
By  occult  virtue  from  her  emanating, 
Agnized  the  mighty  power  of  former  love. 
Bo  soon  as  to  my  sight  was  manifest 

;  Sulonieii — w liu&e  Song  1=.  one  of  tbe  Wenty-ftmr  Win  of  lh<-  Ol-I 
'lVft.ini.iit  In  .Iiti.ini^  ;irrii[i.Lvii!iTLt.  Kri.tu  lliis  In  sings,  "Come  witti 
i:i.-  1'ri.lii  Li  I..H..I1,  luv  S|"iLli-..."     Sihl.  S-iTjg,  iv.  8, 

:'  "  Is  In-  [I, ill  ,■  rl.  in  il,..  r  I'llii  I,  ill."  Hall.,  !i. 


The  lofty  excellence  that  fixed  me  erst, 
liefore  that  I  my  boyhood  had  outgrown. 


I  turned  me  to  the  left  in  reverence 
With  like  of  which  a  child  his  mother  seeks, 
When  in  alarm  he  is  or  in  distress, 
To  say  to  Virgil :  "  There  is  not  a  drop 
Of  blood  that  in  me  is  that  trembles  not ; 
1  know  the  tokens  <>i  my  former  tlaine :" 
But  Virgil  had  no  traces  left  behind 
Of  himself;  Virgil,  father  best  beloved; 
Virgil,  to  whom  she  gave  me  for  my  health  : 
Nor  did  that  which  our  ancient  mother  lost 
Preserve  mv  cheeks,  before  of  moisture  free, 
From  plenteous  Wdcwmi'tit  with  my  tears.' 

"  Dante,  because  departed  hence  is  Virgil 
Lament  no  more ;  lament  not  any  more  ; 
A  different  stroke  hereafter  thou  mayst  wail." 
Like  to  an  admiral  that  on  poop  or  prow 
Comes  forth  to  view  the  companies  who  serve 
The  other  ships  eiimiiiMsrin;:  their  toil. 
Upon  the  left  part  of  the  chariot, 
When  I  turned  round  on  hearing  my  own  name 
(Which  of  necessity  is  here  enrolled) 
I  saw  the  Lady,  that  had  erst  appeared 
Veiled  underneath  that  angel  revelry, 
Turn  her  eyes  on  nie  from  that  side  the  stream ; 
Although  the  veil  which  from  her  head  fell  down, 
That  with  Minerva's  folinge  was  wreathed 
Did  not  allow  her  wholly  to  be  seen. 
Eoyally,  wearing  still  a  lofty  mien, 
Continued  she,  and  like  an  orator 
Who  keeps  his  highest  matter  for  the  lust : 

;  Tlit  tiyi.jiiimi  of  Paia.liw  iliil  not  prevent  my  surrow  st  Virgil'* 


"  Look  on  mc  well,  for  I  am  Beatrice ; 
How  hast  thou  deigned  to  approach  the  mount  ? 
Didst  thou  not  know  that  man  is  happy  here?" 
Mine  eyes  sank  down  to  the  pellucid  stream, 
Hut  seeing  myself  in  it  I  sought  the  grass, 
A  shame  so  deep  was  n  eighing  on  my  brow. 
So  to  her  child  a  mother  seems  severe, 
As  she  to  mc  appeared,  when  bitterly 
He  feels  the  taste  of  her  stern  tenderness. 
She  ceased  from  spi-ikiiiL.-,  and  the  Angels  sang 
Without  pause :  "  In  le  Domine  apemvi ;" 
But  beyond  "pedes  mem"  did  not  go.' 

Like  as  the  snow  among  the  living  beams1 
Upon  the  back  of  Italy  congeals. 
Hound  up  while  breathed  on  by  Slavonian  winds, 
But  thawing  afterwards  melts  into  itself, 
What  time  (lie  wind  blows  froirl  the  shadebss  land,' 
Like  as  a  candle  in  the  fire  wastes ; 
li'en  so  was  I  without  a  sigh  or  tear 
Before  the  song  of  them  who  time  their  notes 
Following  the  notes  of  the  eternal  spheres; 
But  when  I  heard  in  their  sweet  harmonies 
Their  pity  for  me,  more  than  if  they  had  said : 
"  0  Lady,  wherefore  dost  confound  him  thus  !J" 
The  ice  that  lay  close  pressing  on  my  heart 
To  tears  and  sobs  turned,  ;;tid  in  agony 
Discharged  my  bosom  by  the  lips  and  eyes. 

She,  unmoved,  on  the  side  that  has  been  uained  ™° 
Of  the  ear  standing,  to  the  Holy  Beings 

*  T1li:i- Mills  I'silni  mi,  i'i.iiu  t.ln:  k-iuiiiuv.  "  lii  ifiw,  l>  [/>nl,  have 
[.•it  my  Ini:  !."  ',.  tl.c  ith!      tin;  litli  vuw  (ni  cliu  liriidifli  mnriuB). 

"  !■!  tii  111.     .1,.    .  t  in.    A.  ii    1. 1    .Irnli  «>   n  tif  tho  undent 

[liv  put  for  Afrtcn. 
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Addressed  on  this  wise  afterwards  lier  w  ords : 
"  Ye  keep  jour  watches  in  the  eternal  day, 
So  that  yc  arc  not  robbed  by  night  or  sleep 
Of  any  stage  of  time  upon  the  road ; 
Wherefore  mine  answer  is  with  more  intent 
That  lie  should  hear  who  on  that  side  laments, 
And  of  one  measure  be  his  crimes  and  grief. 
Not  only  by  the  influence  of  the  spheres 
Which  to  some  destiny  every  seed  direct, 
A  ['eon  ling  as  the  stars  bear  company  ; 
Hut  in  abundance  of  the  heavenly  graces 
Which  fall  in  showers  from  such  lofty  clouds, 
That  to  them  cannot  make  approach  our  sight, 
This  man  was  such  an  one  in  his  New  Life  * 
Potentially,  Unit  sill  the  ways  of  good 
[n  him  had  shown  experience  marvellous : 
Hut  more  unprofitable  and  more  rank 
Becomes  with  evil  seed  an  un tilled  field 
By  how  much  it  has  greater  strnmlh  of  soil. 
For  sometime  I  upheld  him  by  my  looks  j 
Uevesding  unto  him  my  youthful  eyes, 
1  led  him  with  me  turned  to  the  right  way. 
So  soon  as  I  upon  the  threshold  stood 
Of  my  next  age,  and  I  exchanged  my  life, 
He  left  me  and  to  others  be  betook. 
When  from  the  flesh  to  spirit  I  uprose. 
And  excellence  anil  virtoc  in  me  grew, 
Less  precious  was  I  to  him  and  less  dear ; 
And  he  his  footsteps  to  a  false  way  turned, 
following  deceitful  semblances  of  good. 
That  never  keep  their  promise  in  the  deed  j 
Nought  it  availed  that  I  won  inspirations 
With  w  hich  in  dreams  of  sleep,  and  otherwise 
I  called  on  him  ;  so  little  heed  he  took. 

,  Tlii!  tinu-  uln  ii  lliiDlv  l«n  ■  :,i.|ii;iii,ti  1 1  il  ill,  ]i,.:1u-;,v,  ulni'li  is 

■  Lcwrihe.1  1,1- him  in  liiiiwrk  nilkd  tlif  "  Vila  Nu„v,l,"  „r  "  Ni*  LihV 
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Gunu  XX\.  pdrsatort. 

He  fell  so  deeply,  that  all  arguments 
For  his  salvation  now  would  not  suilicc, 
Except  tbc  shuwiiiL'  liim  (lie  people  damned, 
lor  this  I  sought  the  portal  of  the  dead, 
And  to  him  who  has  guided  him  thus  high 
My  supplications,  us  1  wept,  were  borne. 
God's  lofty  purpose  would  lie  broken  through, 
If  pissed  were  Lethe,  and  what  it  provides 
Were  tasted  of,  without  a  reckoning 
Of  penitence  that  is  expressed  by  tears." 


CANTO  XXXI. 


"  0  Titou  on  that  side  of  the  holy  stream," 

Wliidi  in  its  sidc-enl  seemed  In  me  so  keen, 

She  recommciin  il,  con : Ltmi  11  l?  without  pause, 

"  Say,  say,  if  this  he  true ;  to  such  a  charge 

Becomes  it  thy  confession  should  ensue." 

So  far  confounded  were  my  faculties 

That  my  voice  started,  hut  it  dropped  before 

It  by  its  proper  oriraos  was  sent  forth. 

She  paused  awhile ;  then  said  :  "  On  what  dost  think  ? 

Reply  (o  tne ;  for  the  sad  memories 

In  thee  arc  not  yet  by  the  waters  chased." 

Together  terror  and  confusion  blent 

To  such  a  "  ves  "  compelled  me  from  mv  lips, 

That  to  perceive  it  there  was  need  of  sight. 

And  with  less  force  the  arrow  hits  the  mark ;  ' 
So  underneath  I  his  vast  load  did  I  burst 
Discharging  from  my  bosom  tears  and  sobs, 
And  weakened  in  its  passage  was  my  voice. 
She  then  to  me :  "  Athwart  my  good  desires 


AYhieh  have  persuaded  thee  to  love  the  good 
Beyond  which  is  no  room  for  aspiration, 
What  fetlcrs,  or  what  ravines  in  thy  path, 
Hast  thou  encountered,  that  of  onward  march 
Thou,  hast  abandoned  ou  this  wise  the  hope? 

Have  iu  the  face  of  others  been  displayed 


After  the  heaving  of  a  bitter  sigh, 
To  make  an  answer  I  had  scarcely  voice, 
And  with  exertion  my  lips  fashioned  it. 
Weeping  I  said  ;  "The  things  of  present  life 
By  their  deceitful  pleasure  turned  my  steps. 
So  soon  as  e'er  thy  countenance  was  lu'd." 
And  she :  "  Madsl  thou  been  silent  or  denied 
What  stands  u m fussed  now,  no!  the  less  wen:  known 
Thy  fault,  by  such  judge  is  it  understood : 
But  when  proceeds  from  out  a  man's  own  mouth  * 
Sin's  accusation,  then  in  our  court 
Against  the  sword's  edge  is  the  grindstone  turned. 
But  that  thou  mayst  observe  llie  belter  shame 
For  llr.1  Ii'/ns^rr^.-inii,  ar.d  llut  nthcr  times 
Hearing  the  sirens,  thou  tu;iv;t  be  more  brave, 
Put  by  the  seeds  of  weeping  anil  give  ear; 
Thus  wilt  thou  learn  how  to  the  opposite  course 
The  burial  of  my  flesh  should  thee  have  led. 
Never  will  arl  or  nature  set  before  thee 
Delight  such  as  the  fair  form  in  which  I 
Was  held,  which  now  is  back  to  earth  returned  j 
And  if  thy  chiefest  pleasure  failed  thee  thus 
Upon  my  death,  what  of  mortality 
Ought  to  engage  thee  in  affection  for  it  ? 
It  was  thy  duty,  at  the  earliest  shafts 
Of  these  delusive  things,  to  soar  aloft 
To  follow  me  that  was  no  longer  such  : 
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Became  thee  not  to  stoop  thy  wings  below, 

More  shots  to  await,  as  cither  some  young  girl. 

Or  other  vanity  of  fleeting  use : 

For  two  or  three  awaits  the  callow  bird 

But  in  the  view  of  them  that  are  full  Hedged 

In  vain  the  nets  are  spread,  or  arrows  shot." 

As  children  who  are  silent  in  their  shame, 
With  eyes  turned  on  the  ground  stand  listening, 
Confessing  ami  repentant  of  their  fault. 
So  did  I  stand,  and  she  went  on  :  "  Although 
Hearing  thou  weepest,  upward  raise  thy  beard, 
And  thou  from  looking  shall  receive  more  grief." 
Willi  mil  so  much  resistance  is  torn  up 
A  mighty  oak-tree,  or  by  our  own  wind 
Or  by  that  from  the  country  of  Iarbas,' 
Tlinn  I  at  her  commandment  raised  my  face  j 
And  when  my  face  she  designated  "beard" 
1  fully  knew  the  sting  of  her  rebuke :  * 
And  when  my  countenance  was  thus  upward  turned, 
That  ceased  those  primally  created  Beings' 
From  scattering  the  llowers,  learned  my  sight: 
And  mine  eyes,  still  hut  little  confident. 
Saw  Beatrice  advance  above  the  animal 
That  in  two  nat  lives  i-  a  single  person. 

Under  her  veil,  on  the  other  side  the  bank 
Luxuriant,  more  her  ancient  self  she  seemed 
To  excel,  than  she  did  others  when  on  earth. 
So  stung  me  now  the  nettle  of  repentance. 
That  of  all  other  things,  the  more  they  led 
From  love  of  her,  the  more  I  hated  them. 

1  rilli.  r  Li  ilie-  iinilli  wind  ,.f  Eun>|>o,  ...  In-  l!ic  wmili  wind  1.1,,*;™ 
on  A  fries. 

:  A  -  iini.lyirica  nil  -f  Uip  ni-dun  wliicl,  sh.mU  K-loivt"  iii.mlnh.il. 
1  ThtMlgtla. 


c™  XXXI. 


Hcmorsc  so  mighty  preyed  upon  my  heart. 
That,  i  sank  overcome ;  what  thro  1  did 
She  knows  who  the  occasion  for  it  gave. 

Soon  as  my  heart  restored  my  outward  sense, 
The  Lady1  whom  I  there  had  found  alone, 
I  saw  above  me,  saying  ;  "  Hold  me  fast." 
She  plunged  me  in  the  river  to  the  mouth. 
Ami  drawing  me  after  her,  she  sped  away 
Swift  as  a  weaver's  shuttle,  on  the  water. 
When  to  the  blessed  margin  I  drew  near, 
"Aiperges  me,"'  in  such  sweet  tones  I  heard 
That  I  can  neither  write  them  nor  recall. 
The  beauteous  Lady  opened  wide  her  arms, 
Embraced  me  round  the  head,  immersing  me. 
To  where  I  scaped  not  drinking  of  the  wave. 
She  drew  me  thence,  and  bathed  presented  me 
Within  the  dance  of  those  four  lovely  ones, 
And  each  of  them  enclasped  me  in  her  arm9. 
"  Here  we  arc  nymph?,  in  heaven  we  lire  stars ;  * 
Or  ever  Beatrice  to  the  world  descended. 
To  be  her  hand-maidens  we  were  ordained. 
We  to  her  eyes  will  lead,  but  to  the  sweet 
Light  that  within  them  is.  will  siuirpen  thine 
The  Three  on  that,  side,  who  more  deeply  look  : " 
Singing  began  they  thus  ;  and  afterwards 
Led  me  with  them  towards  the  Gryphon's  breast, 
Where  Beatrice  was  standing  to  us  turned. 
They  said  :  "  Be  not  a  miser  of  thy  looks  ; 
Thee  have  we  placed  before  Hie  emeralds/ 
Whence  for  thee  love  did  erst  his  weapons  draw." 
A  tlidtisuiiil  wishes  burning  inure  ihaii  tLime 
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That  rested  steadfastly  upon  the  Gryphon. 
Like  as  upon  a  mirror  dues  tlie  sun, 
The  twofold  animal  upon  them  streamed 
In  first  one,  then  the  other  habitude. 
Consider,  Reader,  how  must  I  have  marvelled 
When  thus  I  saw  the  object  undisturbed, 
And  in  its  reflex  image  so  transformed. 

While  filled  with  wonder  thus,  and  in  delight 
My  soul  was  feeding  on  this  nourishment, 
Which  as  it  satisfies,  gives  appetite, 
Showing  themselves  of  more  exalted  kind 
By  tlieir  deportment,  came  the  other  Three 
TiViiiling  tin:  dance  in  their  angelic  round. 
"Turn,  Beatrice,  O  turn  thy  holy  eyes," 
Thus  ran  their  song,  "  upon  thy  faithful  one 
Who  has  for  sight  of  t  hee  such  journey  made. 
For  graciousncss  do  us  the  grace  to  unveil 
Thy  countenance  to  him,  that  be  may  see 
The  second  beauty  which  thou  keepest  hid." 

0  splendour  ni  the  living  lijrht  eternal ! 
Who  is  there,  pale  with  study  in  the  shade 
Of  Mount  Parnassus,  or  has  drunk  its  fount, 
That  would  not  seern  to  have,  a  mind  distracted, 
Essaying  to  describe  thee,  as  beheld. 
With  melody  by  heaven  canopied, 
When  thou  didst  give  thyself  to  open  day ! 


Mine  eyes  wen;  so  intent  and  rivet  ted 
To  satisfy  the  longing  of  ten  years,1 
That  nil  the  other  senses  were  extinct ; 
And  upon  citlier  hand  these  had  a  screen 
Of  inobservance  ;  so  the  blessed  smile 
Drew  tlicin  towards  it  with  its  ancient  net ; 
When  round  1  turned  my  visage  by  constraint 
OF  those  divine  nymphs  on  the  left  hand  side. 
Because  I  heard  them  say  :  "  Too  earnestly," 
And  such  condition  as  is  found  of  sight 
In  eyes  that  are  new  smitten  by  the  sun. 
Of  vision  robbed  me  for  a  certain  space ; 


1  B«itri«>  <!«■<]  in  ljftl. 


Bat  when  I  sigh  I  regained  for  things  less  briglil 
(I  say  less  bright  compared  with  the  intense 
Sensation  from  which  I  by  force  withdrew) 
I  saw  that  to  the  right  band  side  did  turn 
The  glorious  army,  and  it  wheeled  around 
Keeping  the  sun  and  seven  tl.imes  in  front. 
As  under  (lie  prodrtLon  of  their  shields 
A  squadron  wheel?,  and  with  its  standard  turns. 
Before  Ibe  whole  or  them  their  front  can  chance ; 
So  this  militia  of  the  heavenly  kingdom, 
Who  led  the  van,  completely  faced  ahout 
Before  the  ear  was  by  ils  beam  dragged  on. 
Returned  the  Ladies  back  then  to  the  wheels. 
Ami  moved  the  Gryphon  with  his  blessed  load, 
Yel  not  a  feather  on  him  was  disturbed. 

The  Lady  fair  who  brought  me  to  the  ford, 
And  1  and  Statins  followed  on  (hat  wheel 
Which  made  its  orbit  in  the  lesser  curve  : 
Thus  passing  through  the  high  wood,  that  is  void 
By  her  fault  who  gave  credence  to  the  serpent, 
An  angel  music  tn  our  steps  gave  time. 
Perhaps  as  far  as  measures  in  three  flights 
An  arrow  when  discharged,  so  far  had  we 
Moved  onwards,  when  alighted  Beatrice. 
T  heard  a  murmuring  from  all  of :  "  Adam  ;" 
Then  round  a  tree  they  formed  that  was  despoiled 
Of  blossom  and  its  leaves  in  every  branch. 
Its  branches  which  as  they  the  more  outspread 
The  higher  are,  would  be  by  Indians 
Admired  in  their  forests  for  their  height. 

"  Blessed  art  thou,  O  Gryphon,  not  to  rend 
With  thy  teeth  this  tree  to  the  palate  sweet, 
Because  through  it  the  appetite  has  erred  :" 
So,  in  a  circle  round  that  mighty  tree 


Cried  out  tlit  rest  ;  the  twofold  animal : 
"Tims  of  [ill  just  iff  i-  preserved  the  seed ;" 
And  turning  to  the  car  which  he  had  drawn, 
I  le  drew  it  lo  the  font  of  that  stripped  tree, 

And  its  own  part  of  it,  to  it  left  bound, 

Like  as  our  plants  on  earth,  what  lime  descends 
The  greater  light  *  when  mingling  with  that 
Which  I'lillnwinif  the  heavndy  J'islics  shines, 
Begin  to  swell,  and  after  is  renewed 
Each  in  its  proper  bloom,  or  ere  the  Sun 
Couples  his  steeds  benciilh  another  star  ; 

Between  the  hue  of  rose  and  violet, 

Putting  forth  blossoms,  was  the  tree  renewed 

That  had  at  lirst  its  boughs  so  desolate. 

Never  I  heard,  nor  e'er  on  earth  is  sung 
The  hymn  which  chanted  now  this  company, 
X'or  did  I  hear  this  to  its  final  notes. 
Could  I  describe  how  into  slumber  sank 
The  unrelcutiiiL'  eves,  »f  Kvriiit  hearing. 
The  eyes  whose  wondrous  'vision  cost  them  dear/ 
Then  like  a  piiinh  i  ibiiiuhL'  iruni  a  subject 
1  might  set  down  the  iv:iy  [  fell  asleep; 
Rut  who  is  he  that  can  describe  his  sleep? 
Therefore  I  puss  on  to  when  I  awoke, 
Delating  how  a  bright  light  rent,  the  veil 
Of  sleep,  and'  then  a  shouting :  "  Rise,  what  dosl  ?" 

As  to  behold  that  apple-tree  *  in  hlooni. 
Which  makes  the  Angels  hunger  for  its  fruit, 

:  When  tli<?  Sum  kin  Ari.'s.  Ilic  -i-n  n.-xt  jifta-r  l'i.,rai ;  tint  is  in  III.- 
Spring. 

J  Areas,  ('In  .hi  :..r  liiaji.1i  .-  c  .■>■,■■  w  I..-  -Av:  L-iuintisn  of  Id.  was 
lull.'it  I.,  sit.'])  l.j  tlm  la|.'  ■  f  I  In-  rsvNipli  Svrhv,  aii'l  tlim  ~hi\n  hy 
Mtrn.rj.    Orid.  Met,  1.  68°, 
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And  keeps  in  Heaven  perpetual  marriage  feast, 

Peter  and  John  ami  James  were  led  apart, 

And  were  from  slumber  by  that  voice  aroused 

Before  which  deeper  sleep '  has  been  dispelled, 

And  found  their  company  in  number  less 

By  Moses  and  Elias  that  were  gone, 

And  (hat  tlieir  Master's  raiment  was  rcchanged  ; 

So  turned  I  round ;  and  saw  that,  holy  one 

Above  ine  standing,  who  had  pioneer 

Been  of  my  steps  crcwhilc  along  the.  stream  : 

Uncertain  asked  I :  "  Where  is  Beatrice  ?" 

And  she:  "  Her  mayst  thou  see  beneath  the  leaves 

Newly  put  forth,  ami  sitfinir  on  tlieir  trunk." 

1  saw  surrounding  her,  her  retinue  ; 

Following  tile  Gryphon  all  the  rest  ascended 

With  melodies  aye  deeper  and  more  sweet : 

And  if  their  sinj;iiiL'  lor  Uhil'  time  endured 

I  know  not;  for  was  now  before  mine  eyes 

She  who  forbade  me  to  heed  other  things. 

Besting  alone  on  the  true  earth'  she  sot 

Like  rn  a  ^nai';i:;iii  left  there  of  the  car, 

Which  I  saw  harnessed  to  the  twofold  beast. 

In  a  closed  circle  lin  n  arrmi^eil  ihemseLves 

The  seven  nymphs,  with  in  their  hands  those  lights 

That  arc  from  Aijuilo  and  Auster  safe. 

"Brief  time  a  stranger  shalt  thou  be  on  earth, 
And  ever  shalt  with  me  be  citizen 
Of  that  Borne  of  which  Christ  a  Roman  is. 
Therefore  for  profit  of  an  evil  world. 
Observe  the  chariot,  and  what  thou  seesf, 
When  to  the  world  returned,  be  sure  thou  writ,-." 
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Thus  Beatrice  j  mid  I  that  at  the  feet 

Of  licr  command  me  nts  was  as  one  devoted, 

As  she  desired,  gave  my  looks  and  thoughts. 

Descends  not  with  so  great  rapidity 
Out  of  a  thick  cloud  fire,  what  time  it  fulls 
From  regions  thai.  I lio  liirllic.-t  ;irc  removed, 
As  I  saw  swoop  the  bird  of  Jupiter 
Bonn  on  the  tree,  and  rending  off  tlie  b;irk, 
The  flowers,  and  the  new  acquired  leaves ; 
And  with  his  whole  might  he  the  chariot  struck, 
To  which  it  yielded,  as  a  ship  in  storm, 
Larboard  and  starboard  by  the  billows  whelmed. 
Afterwards  I  saw  leap  upon  tlie  frame 
Of  the  triumphal  chariot  a  fol, 
That  seemed  as  fasting  from  all  wholesome  food  : 
lint  with  reproaches  of  its  hideous  crimes 
The  Lady  mine  compelled  it  to  such  flight. 
As  would  permit  to  it  its  sapless  bones. 
Then  from  the  spot  whence  it  sit,  lirst  approached, 
I  saw  descend  tlie  eagle  on  the  body 
Of  the  ear,  feathering  it  from  itself. 
And  such  as  issues  from  u  grieving  heart, 
A  voice  from  Heaven  came,  and  thus  it  spoke: 
"  0  vessel  mine,  how  evil  art  (hou  freighted  ! " 
Then  the  earth  opened,  as  to  me  appeared, 
"IVixt  the  two  wheels,  and  I  saw  rise  a  dragon 
Who  through  the  chariot  upward  thrust  his  tail ; 
And  like  a  wasp  thai  plucks  uuav  his  sting, 
Drawing  towards  him  his  envenomed  tail, 
Tore  part  from  oif  the  base,  and  went  in  joy. 
Tiuit  which  rrmamcil,  like  as  with  herbage  is 
A  lively  soil,  with  feathers,  (that  were  offered 
Haply  with  an  intention  good  and  pure) 
Was  covered,  and  with  them  were  mantled  over 
The  two  wheels  and  the  pnlr-beaio  in  the  time 
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For  which  the  mouth  unclosed  could  hold  the  breath. 

When  tlms  transform!;!],  the  holy  edifice 

From  various  parts  of  it  developed  heads, 

Three  071  the  beam,  and  one  upon  each  side : 

The  first,  of  these  were  hornffl  like  an  ox, 

lint  the  tour  liad  a  single  bora  in  front ; 

Like  of  this  prodigy  was  never  seen. 

Firm  as  a  rock  upon  a  lofty  mountain, 
Sitting  on  it,  a  harlot  loosely  girt 
Was  seen,  her  eyes  in  ready  glances  rolling; 
And  that  she  might  not  taken  be  from  thence, 
I  saw  a  giant  standing  by  her  side, 
A  mi  divers  times  did  each  the  other  kiss : 
But  when  a  wanton  and  inviting  eye 
On  me  she  turned,  that  savage  paramour 
I'loiTL'ert  her  all  over  from  the  head  to  foot. 
Then  full  of  jealousy  and  cruel  rage, 
lie  loosed  the  monster,  and  drew  it  through  the  wood 
So  far,  that  that  alone  became  a  shield 
To  the  harlot,  and  the  new  monstrosity/ 


Li..n.  I.v  lli-  tiM  «>iii]-..t..r.    Tli-  I-'  in:iv  -l;n,.l  H,r  Ariii.-,  .,r 
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"  Deus  vmeruiit  gentet" 1  in  response 
The  three  now,  now  the  fuiir,  sweet  psalmody, 
< Joiuiiii'iLt-i  il  tin:  ladies,  and  (lie  while  they  wepl  ; 
And  Beatrice  nil  sighing  and  devout 
Listened  in  such  an  attitude  that  scarce 
Was  Mary  at  the  cross  more  sorrow-changed. 
But  when  the  oilier  virgins  gave  her  room 
To  speak,  she  rose  and  standing  on  her  feet 
Replied,  suffused  as  with  the  colour  of  flame : 
"A  little  while  and  ye  .-hull  see  me  not; 
Ami  a^.iin,  I)  iny  sisters  well  beloved. 
Further  a  little  while  and  ye  shall  see  me.'" 

Before  the  seven  then  she  placed  herself; 
And  after  her  by  signs  alone  she  led 

Thus  went  she  onwards,  and  not  as  I  think 
"Was  on  the  earth  imprinted  her  tenth  step, 

1  "0  Qui,  tlic  lienllieii  are  enme  int..  ll.iu,'  ioln'riUuiiv,  Uij  L.ily 
,,,,10  lnv,  llwv  .Mikd.-    1'h.  lull.  1. 

-  Join  iri.  IB,  1  Slntiiu. 


Cam.,  mill 


When  with  her  eyes  slit  did  mine  eyes  encouutcr, 

And  with  o  peaceful  look  :  "  Speed  faster  ou  ;" 

She  said,  "that  while  I  shall  converse  with  thee 

Thou  mays!  be  better  placed  fur  listening." 

Soon,  as  in  duty  bound,  I  was  by  her, 

She  spoke:  "U  brother,  wherefore  art  afraid 

Question  tu  make  of  me,  now  al  mv  side  ?" 

Like  those,  who  in  excessive  reverence, 

Spc;ik  in  the  presence  of  superiors, 

And  force  no  living  accent  through  the  teeth, 

llefcl  it  inc,  for  with  no  perfect  sound 

Regan  I;  "Lady,  my  necessity 

Thou  kuowest,  also  what  for  it  is  good." 

She  then  (o  me :  "  Of  terror  and  of  shame 

Henceforth  my  wish  is  that  thou  shouldst  be  rid. 

And  talk  no  longer  as  a  man  that  sleeps. 

Learn  that  the  vessel,  which  the  serpent  broke, 

Was,  and  is  not,'  but  let  the  guilty  know 

The  vengeance  t>(  the  Lord  fears  not  the  sop."' 

Shall  not  for  all  time  be  without  an  heir 

The  eagle,  who  his  plumes  left  in  the  car, 

Whence  it  grew  monstrous,  afterwards  a  prey  : 

Tor  I  see  certainly,  and  therefore  speak; 

Stars  even  now  approach  to  bring  a  time. 

Secure  against  all  obstacle  or  chance, 

In  which  live  hundred,  and  tiiitc  live,  and  five" 

Despatched  from  God  shall  slay  the  wanton  woman, 

The  giant  also  who  divides  her  guilt. 

Haply  it  may  be  that  my  dark  discourse. 

Like  Themis  or  the  Sphinx  will  not  convince, 


'  "Tko  l™rt  that  wu  and  in  not.''    Rev.  ivii.  11. 
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1'or  iti  their  fashion  is  its  meaning  liiil : 

lint  soon  events  will  be  tlitr  Naiades, 

To  give  Hie  answer  lo  tin's  riddle  deep. 

Without  destruction  uf  I  lie  herds  and  corn/' 

Mark  thou ;  and  ;is  from  me  thou  hast  received 

These  words,  do  thou  report  to  them  who  live 

In  that  life  which  a  passage  is  to  death ; 

And  be  thou  mindful,  as  thou  writest  it. 

Not  to  conceal  how  thou  hast  seen  the  tree," 

Which  now  these  two  times  lias  been  lien:  despoiled. 

\\  hucver  violates  or  plunders  this, 

(Mends  find  wiih  a  blasphemy  indeed, 

\\  ho  made  it  holy  for  his  use  alone. 

I'W  tasting  (his,  in  pain  ;ind  in  desire, 

five  thousand  years  and  more  the  primal  soul 

u'or  him  longed  who  that  taste  rued  in  himself. 

Thy  reason  slumbers  if  thou  dost  not  nole 

The  spei-bl  purpose,  why  of  towering  height 

So  great  it  is,  and  spreading  at  the  top  : 

And  if  had  not,  as  ElsaV  waters  been 

The  vain  imaginations  round  thine  heart, 

A  Py  ramus  to  the  mulberry  tiieir  joys ; 

Looking  no  further  lliiin  these  cireiiiuslances, 

The  justice  of  Uod  in  the  interdict, 

Of  the  tree  morally,  thou  wouldst  perceive  : 

But  since  1  know  thee  in  thine  understanding 

Altered  to  stone,  and  dyed  to  sinfulness, 

So  that  the  light  of  my  words  dazzles  thee, 

11  The  Irrt'n.."  i.i'tu  .-.  ,1k  I.  M-.  in- 11.. ■  i;.,,,,;',,,'  Kiiipire,  ib  tbi: 
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Further  I  would,  that  if  not  writ,  yet  figured 
Within  Ihee  thou  shouldst  bear  it,  in  the  way 
The  pilgrim'.-  .-tali',  mwivatb/d  with  palm,  reminds." 

I  then  :  "  As  is  beneath  the  signet  wax, 
Which  changes  not  the  figure  that  is  stamjied, 
So  is  my  memory  hy  thee  impressed. 
But  why  so  high  above  my  faculties 
Soars  thy  discourse,  so  much  by  me  desired, 
hosing  it  more,  the  more  they  look  for  aid  ?  " 
"  That  thou  mayst  understand,"  she  said,  "  the  scliool 
Which  thou  hast  followed,  and  its  doctrine  see 
How  little  it  accords  with  my  discourse; 
And  learn  that  your  way  is  from  tile  divine 
Distant  as  far,  as  is  apart  removed 
From  earth  the  sphere  that  docs  the  highest  roll."  " 
Then  I  replied  :  "I  cannot  recollect 
Ever  that  I  away  from  thee  have  strayed. 
Nor  have  I  in  me  a  reproving  conscience." 
"And  if  indeed  thou  canst  not  recollect," 
Smiling  slir  answered,  "  to  thy  mind  recall 
How  on  this  day  thou  hast  of  Lethe  drunk  ; 
And  sure  as  lire  may  be  inferred  from  smoke, 
Clearly  determines  this  furgelfolness 
A  fault  in  thine  attention  elsewhere  lent. 
Truly  from  this  time  forih  shall  he  nudraped 
My  speech  to  thee,  so  far  as  it  is  meet 
To  thy  crude  vision  to  discover  it." 

Both  more  resplendent  and  al  slower  pace 
The  sun  was  now  on  the  meridian  arc, 
Which  its  position  mlh  the  aspect  shifts, 
When  to  a  halt  came  (as  are  wont  to  halt 
They  that  as  vanguard  march  before  a  squadron, 
If  on  the  route  some  novelty  appear) 
Tile  seven  Ladies,  on  a  deep  shade's  edge 
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Hucli  as  hcne.ith  die  green  leaves  and  dnrk  boughs  "' 
The  Alps  ujiuii  Iheir  irv  torrents  cast. 
In  front  of  these  (lie  Tigris  and  Iv i j ihr:it 
I  saw,  that  seemed  to  issue  from  one  source, 
And  like  friends  who  to  separate  arc  loth. 

"0  Light,  0  Glory  of  the  human  race. 
What  is  this  water  that  is  poured  forth  thus 

To  such  prayer  was  returned  to  me  :  "  Entreat 
Matilda  to  instruct  thee ;"  then  replied, 
As  one  that  from  a  fault  himself  absolves, 
The  Lady  fair :  "  This  well  as  other  things 
Have  been  by  me  taught  to  him ;  and  1  know 
That  Lethe's  waters  have  not  tins  effaced." 
And  Beatrice  :  "  Perchance  some  greater  care. 
Which  oftentimes  destroys  the  memory, 
lias  made  his  mental  vision  soiisiiiiiing  ikirk. 
Hut  see  where  Euniic  is  gushing  forth  ; 
Conduct  him  to  it,  and  as  tlioit  art  wont, 
Jtustore  his  powers  that  arc  languishing." 
Like  as  a  gentle  soul  makes  no  excuse, 
Hut  for  its  own  another's  wishes  takes 
Soon  as  by  gestures  they  are  manifest ; 
So  after  I  by  her  had  been  received, 
The  Lady  fair  moved,  and  to  Statius 
Said  courteously  :  "  Do  thou  with  Him  advance." 

Header,  if  1  po-srs-cd  a  greater  space 
To  write,  in  part  at  least  I  would  have  sung 
Of  that  sweet  draught  which  ne'er  had  been  enough  : 
But  because  now  completed  art:  the  sheets 

No  further  may  1  give  the  rein  to  art. 
Back  from  this  holiest  water  I  withdrew 
Refreshed  in  manner  of  the  tender  plants 
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That  are  renewed  in  their  young  foliage  ; 
Pure,  and  prepared  fur  mounting  to  tile  slurs.1 
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CANTO  I. 


*KL'KNT  THROUGH  THE  BPHKRE8  OF  A  IB  AND  PIBB. 

The  glory  of  the  One  who  moves  the  whole, 
Peiictnitcs  through  tlio  universe,  and  shine* 
In  one  part  inorir,  and  In  another  less  : 
Within  that  heaven  which  of  1 1  is  light  has  most 
Have  I  been,  ami  seen  things  which  how  to  tell 
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Mi-  knows  nof,  neither  can,  who  thence  descends  ; 

llecause  as  it  approaches  its  desire  ' 

( )nr  intellect  1o  sucli  a  depth  attains 

That  recollection  cannot  follow  it. 

Hut  truly  so  nimrh  of  llie  sacred  realm 

As  I  could  treasure  up  within  my  mind 

Henceforth  will  be  the  subject  of  my  son;,'. 

O  good  Apollo,  for  tliis  last  emprise. 
Moke  me  such  vessel  of  thine  excellence 
As  thou  wilt  have  lo  give  thy  wished  for  bay*  : 
So  far  as  this,  one  summit  of  Parnassus 
Has  been  enough  for  me,  but  now  with  both 
I  must  proceed  on  my  remaining  task. 
Possess  iny  bosom,  and  do  thou  breathe  sucli  notes. 
As  that  time  when  thou  didst  draw  Marsyaa 
From  forth  of  the  enslieathroent  of  his  limbs. 

0  Divine  Virtue,  if  thou  lend  thyself. 
So  that  I  may  make  manifest  the  image 

Of  the  blessed  realm  impressed  upon  my  min.l. 
Me  thou  Tniiysl  see  approach  thy  tree  beloved 
Made  wortliN  of  inv  ^iiljjrrl,  and  thvself, 
To  crown  me  with  a  garland  of  its  leaves. 
Pat  her,  so  rarely  ever  gathers  it 
Poet  or  emperor  for  triumphing 
(The  fault,  and  scandal  of  the  human  will) 
That  the  Pencian  leaf  should  gladness  bring 
To  the  ri'joieing  Delphic  deity. 
Whenever  any  one  for  it  docs  thirst. 
A  little  spark  will  kindle  .1  great  flame : 
Anil  haply,  following  me  in  better  strains, 
Some  one  may  beg  from  Cyrrha  1  a  response. 

1  I  -  .11  Hi  ill  j-  :i .  111.'  i|l[fmrtli'  S-  .ivr .  -  i  u- 1 1  uiii.il  ; 


liy  different  portals  rises  to  mankind 
The  universe's  lump;  but  from  that  cm* 
In  which  four  circles  in  three  crosses  meet,' 
Willi  belter  course,  awl  more  propitious  stars  " 
Conjoined,  it  issues,  and  flu:  mundane  wax 
Tempers  and  forms  to  its  own  pleasure  best. 
This  porta!  hud  i\i.nh-  morning  on  that  side, 
And  evening  upon  this  side,  anil  was  bright 
All  of  that  hemisphere,  the  other  dark  ; 
When  lieatricc  upon  the  left  hand  side 
I  saw  turned  round,  and  gazing  on  (he  sun  : 
Never  did  eagle  look  so  fixedly. 
And  as  the  rcHcx  my  of  light  is  wont 
To  issue  from  the  first,  and  to  rebound,  ** 
Like  io  a  pilgrim  who  would  home  return  ; 
Ho  to  her  action,  by  the  eyes  infused 
Into  my  fancy,  mine  became  alike, 
And  on  the  sun  I  looked  beyond  man's  use. 
There,  much  is  given  which  is  here  denied 
To  human  faeullies,  thanks  to  the  place 
Created  purposely  for  humankind. 
Not  long  I  bore  it,  yet  for  such  a  time. 
That  all  around  I  saw  a  shower  of  sparks 
Like  those  of  iron  glowing  from  the  forge :  " 
And  suddenly  it  seemed  thai  day  to  day 
Was  added,  as  if  lie  who  could  do  this 
Had  with  another  sun  adorned  the  sky. 
lieatrice  stood  with  her  eves  wholly  fastened 
On  the  eternal  orbs,  and  I  on  her 
Fixing  mine  eyes,  from  upward  gaze  withdrawn, 
Became  within  me,  from  her  aspect,  such 
As  Glaueiis '  did  by  tasting  of  the  herb 

3  WI1M1  llieum  ri.-e-  nt  III-  liijiiin  i\,  tin-  i"|iii:ni  tinl  .'.Jure  inl.wl. 
the  hiTiz.m.  niii.HT.  mil  <vli]>t><-  in  tlic  ^inf  ]  .r-int.  and  form  h  croea 
"  ilb  rants  jif  tlli'fw  Citrfofl. 
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Which  made  him  follow  with  the  other  sen-gods. 

To  tell  tllis  superhuman  ehaiurc  in  words  '" 

Is  not  allowed;  let  this  example  servo 

Those  for  whom  grace  reserves  experience. 

If  then  I  merely  were  such  ns  crented ' 

At  first  by  thee,  0  Love  that  rul'st  the  sky. 

Thou  knowest  who  hast  raised  me  by  thy  light. 

Soon  ns  the  sphere,  which  thou  by  love  for  thee 

Dost  eternize,  and  thou  with  harmony 

Dost  tune  ami  temper,  my  attention  eanght, 

lSo  large  n  space  of  heaven  seemed  to  glow 

With  the  sun's  rays,  thnt  neither  rain  nor  Hood 

A  lake  so  widely  spread  have  ever  formed. 

The  novelty  of  this  great  light  and  sound 
Kxcited  me  to  wish  to  leuni  their  cause, 
With  more  anxiety  than  felt  before. 
Then  she,  who  noted  in  what  frame  I  was, 
To  quiet  in  me  my  perplexity, 
Opened  her  lips,  before  1  question  made; 
And  she  began  i  "  Thou  dost  make  dull  thyself 
With  false  belief,  so  thai  thmi  dost  not  see 
What  thou  wouldsl  see,  if  thou  wast  freed  from  this,"" 
On  earth  thou  art  not,  as  thou  dost  suppose  : 
But  lightning,  flying  from  its  natural  place 
Speeds  not  so  fast,  ns  thou  U>  it '  hast  come." 
If  from  my  first  doubt  I  was  thus  released, 
By  these  few  words  delivered  with  a  smile, 
1  was  entangled  by  another  soon, 
And  said  :  "  Contented  have  1  now  found  rest 
In  my  chief  wonder,  but  I  wonder  still 
How  I  throng]  llicsi:  liuhl  bodies'  could  ascend." 
Then  she,  with  breathing  ut'  a  pious  sigh, 

s  7L.it  k  in  the  Utah. 
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Her  eyeB  upon  me  turned  with  such  regard 
As  mother  bends  on  lier  delirious  son; 
And  she  begun  upon  this  wise  :  "  All  things 
An  order  have  in  them ;  this  is  the  law 
Which  makes  the  universe  conform  to  God. 
In  this  the  higher  matures  see  the  murks 
Of  the  Eternal  Power,  which  is  the  end, 
For  which  this  ordinance  has  been  decreed. 
Within  the  order,  which  I  speak  of,  lie 
All  natures  in  their  varied  destinies, 
Some  nearer,  others  further  from  llie  Source; 
And  hence  they  to  (heir  different  ports  proceed 
On  the  great  ocean  of  existence,  each 
Impelled  by  its  allotted  appetence.' 
Thus  one  will  carry  lire  towards  the  moon  ; 
One  is  the  mover  of  the  animal  heart ; 
Another  gathers  up  ami  hinds  the  earth  : 
And  this  bow  does  not  onlv  shape  the  lliirlii 
Of  creatures  which  have  no  intelligence, 
Tint  also  those  with  intellect  and  love. 
The  providence  which  framed  those  mighty  laws 
With  its  own  light  keeps  ever  still  the  heaven,' 
Within  which  turns  the  one  of  greatest  speed  : 

Transported  us  the  power  of  that  string 
Which  He  that  shoots  draws  to  a  joyful  mark. 
But  truly,  as  the  form  will  not  accord 
Oft  times  to  the  intention  in  the  arts, 
Because  materials  to  respond  are  dull ; 
So  from  this  course  allotted  will  diverge 
Sometimes  the  creature,  which  the  power  has 
To  take,  when  tempted,  to  a  different  path 


''  Ttii-  Krii|..r.\iN  Hi-:ii\n,  uhii'li  i.  t I ■  - ■  imn.-iint.-  nl-t-  . 
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(As  oftentimes  may  be  observe.]  to  fall 
Kirn  from  the  clouds)  when  tlie  first  impetus 
Is  by  false  pleasure  drawn  aside  lo  eartli. 
No  farther  shmddst  tliou  marvel,  us  I  think, 
At  thine  ascent  than  that  a  river  should 
From  a  high  mountain  seek  the  lower  ground. 
Marvel  as  great  it  were  in  tliee,  if  freed 
[■'rum  nlj>liifies  rlum  liailsl  remained  lielme, 
As  if  on  earth  should  living  lire  stay.'' 
Then  to  the  heavens  she  returned  her  looks. 
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O  ye  who  sailing  in  a  litlle  bark 
To  hear  desirous,  are  now  following 
After  my  ship  that  voyages  in  song, 

Return  ye  back  towards  jour  native  shiH'es; 

Venture  not  on  the  ocean,  lest  perchance 
Yc  in  confusion  losing  me  be  left : 
The  waters  that  I  plough  were  never  crossed  ; 
Minerva  breathes  gales,  and  Apollo  steers, 
And  the  nine  Muses  point  me  to  the  Bears. 

Yc  others  few,  that  have  lift  up  the  head 
In  time  for  bread  uf  Angels,  upon  which 
We  feed  on  earth,  and  never  surfeit  comes. 
May  well  adventure  forth  oti  the  deep  sea 
Your  vessel,  ever  keeping  in  my  wake, 
Before  on  either  hand  the  waters  close: 
That  glorious  crew  who  far  as  Colchos  sailed, 
Were  not  so  marvel- struck,  as  ye  w  ill  be, 
When  they  saw  Jason  to  a  ploughman  turned.' 
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Upward  looked  Beatrice,  and  I  on  licr ; 

And  in  tlitr  time,  In  whiVh  ;i  shaft  is  plated," 

And  from  the  detent  is  released,  and  flies, 

Arrived  I  found  me,  where  a  wondrous  thing 

Attracted  my  regards  to  it ;  and  she 

From  whom  no  thought  of  mine  could  be  concealed. 

Turning  toward*  me,  beautiful  is  glad, 

Spake  thus  :  "  Direa  thy  grateful  mini]  to  God, 

Who  io  the  flr.-t  orb  has  transported  thee."  ' 

It  seemed  to  me  it  cloud  invested  it. 
Solid,  condensed,  and  smooth,  and  brilliant. 
Like  to  a  diamond  smitten  by  the  sun. 
Within  itself  the  everlasting  pearl 
Received  us,  like  as  water  does  receive 
A  ray  of  light,  and  yet  entire  remains. 
If  1  in  flesh  was— and  on  earth  we  know  not 
How  one  dimension  can  another  hold. 
Which  must  be  so,  if  matter  matter  Alls — 
A  greater  longing  should  nilhin  us  burn 
That  F.sacncc  to  behold,  in  which  is  seen 
How  God  and  our  nature  are  united. 
Then  will  he  known  what  we  accept  b  faith, 
Not  demonstrated,  self  existent  known. 
Like  the  lirst  truths  in  which  n  man  believes. 

I  answered  :  "  Lady,  as  dcvotcdly 
As  most  may  be,  to  Him  I  render  thanks, 
Who  has  conveyed  u\e  from  the  mortal  world  : 
But  tell,  I  pray  thee,  what  arc  the  dark  spots 
Upon  this  body,  which  below  on  earth 
Make  some  relate  their  foolish  tales  of  Cain  ?  "  * 
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Something  sin:  .-luiled;  ;uul  I  hen:  "IIuw  goes  iistrai," 
She  said  to  mo,  "  opinion  in  mankind, 
Where'er  cannot  tin:  senses'  keys  unlock! 
Truly  should  not  he  lodged  in  thee  the  shafts 
Of  wonder  now;  since  trusting  to  the  sense. 
How  short  the  flight  of  reason  is,  thou  secst : 
But  tell  me  what  thyself  thou  tlu'nk'st  on  it." 
Then  I :  "  This  difference,  as  seen  on  high, 
la  caused,  I  think,  by  matter  rare  and  dense."  "' 
And  she :  "  Thou  wilt  perceive  how  deep  is  plunged 
In  error  thy  belief,  if  thou  wilt  heed 
The  arguments  against  it  which  I  bring. 
For  the  eighth  sphere  exhibits  numerous 
Le/lil-,  which  in  siy.i:  ami  iu  their  quality 
Of  different  aspect  arc  to  he  observed. 
If  rare  and  dense  alone  effected  this, 
One  single  virtue  in  them  all  would  be 
Distributed,  the  same,  or  less,  or  more : 
Differing  powers  must  be  the  result  " 
Of  Formal  Principles ;  *  all  these  hut  one, 
Following  jour  n:;is(jniiiu',  would  be  destroyed. 

"  Again,  if  of  this  darkness  rarity 
The  cause  were  which  you  seek,  then  through  and  through, 
Would  in  its  mass  he  thus  attenuated 
This  planet ;  or  in  manner  as  divides 
Its  fat  and  lean  a  body,  likewise  this 
Would  in  its  volume  alternate  the  leaves. 
iSupprise  the  lirst;  it  would  be  manifest 
In  sun-eclipses,  for  then  would  shine  through 
The  light,  as  when  ou  other  rare  things  thrown. 
Hut  this  is  not  so;  therefore  we  must  try 
The  other;  and  if  I  can  disprove  that. 
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The  falsehood  of  your  theory  is  shown. 

(.J  ranting  then,  that  this  rare  Joes  not  pass  through, 

There  must  he  eei'laiu  limit?  brynnd  which 

Its  opposite  will  not  let  it  extend ; 

And  hence  a  foreign  ray-  would  be  thrown  back, 

Even  as  colours  are  returned  through  glass 

Which  at  the  back  of  it  has  lead  concealed. 

But  you  mil  say,  that  thus  obscured  is  seen 

The  ray  in  some  more  than  in  other  parts, 

Because  from  deeper  surfaces  returned. 

From  such  an  instance  will  deliver  thee, 

If  ever  thou  wilt  try,  experiment, 

The  sole  fount  of  the  rivers  of  your  arts  ; 

Tlirec  mirrors  take,  and  two  of  them  remove 

To  i't|Li;il  ilistiiiict' ;  further  off  the  third 

Between  the  two  lirst  let  the  eves  observe  : 

Turning  towards  them,  cause  behind  your  back  1 

A  lamp  be  placed,  lo  light,  the  mirrors  three, 

And  be  reflected  to  you  by  them  all : 

Then,  although  over  a  less  space  extends 

The  furthest  object,  you  will  note  of  it 

Tliat  it  is  equally  resplendent  seen. 

"Now,  as  before  the  lirst  attacks  of  heal, 
What  lies  below  is  of  the  snow  laid  bare. 
And  of  the  frost  and  hue  it  showed  at  first ; 
Bared  in  the  like  manner  thine  intellect 
I  would  inform  with  such  a  brilliant  light,  " 
As  will  in  its  effulgence  on  thee  shine. 
Within  the  heaven  '  of  the  Peace  Divine 
A  body  '  rolls,  within  whose  influence 
The  existence  lies  of  all  which  it  contains. 
The  heaven '  which  comes  ncxl  with  so  many  stars, 

1  The  BmmTcon.  '  Tlit  Friinim  MiMlc. 
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Wlnugst  various  bfiitirs  this  existence  purls. 

Distinct  from  it,  but  in  itself  contained 

The  other  spheres '  in  their  varieties, 

The  difference,  which  is  among  them  found, 

Apply  lo  their  Iked  purposes  and  ends. 

On  tins  wise  move  those  organs  of  the  world, 

Grade  beneath  grade,  as  now  thou  mnvsl  observe, 

I'Vom  shove  Taking  u lint  ihev  shed  below. 

"  Regard  me  earnestly,  em  I  proceed 
Along  this  region  to  the  truth  you  seek. 
So  that  hereafter  von  may  pass  alone. 
The  power  and  motion  of  the  sacred  orbs, 
(As  by  the  craftsman  is  the  bummer's  art,) 
Is  by  their  blessed  ministers  inspired ; 
And  that  heaven  glorious  with  so  many  lights, 
From  the  Deep  Mind  which  guides  its  revolution, 
Its  image  fashions,  and  its  impress  lakes; 
And  us  the  soul  within  your  mortal  dust, 
In  different,  members,  and  appropriate 
For  various  fuudious,  iinds  development  ; 
Thus  does  Intelligence  its  excellence 
Diffuse  and  multiply  among  the  slurs, 
Revolving  upon  its  own  Unity. 
Kach  different  (lower  holds  in  different  league 
The  precious  body  which  it  animates, 
To  which,  as  life  in  mortals,  it  is  bound. 

"  from  the  blest  nature  whence  it  is  derived 

As  joy  is  seen  within  (lie  sparkling  eye : 
And  hence  it  is  that  between  light  and  light, 
Difference  is  seen,  and  not  from  dense  and  rare  ; 
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TEIB  MOON  CONTINUED.— THE    SOULS  OF    SUSS   TO  UN  FROM 
T1J  EI  n  VOWS.  -P  [CCA  RD  A.  -CO  KST AN  C  E. 

Tub  Sun, '  which  erst  will:  love  inflamed  my  breast. 
Had  now  to  mi:  unveiled  of  beauteous  (ruth 
The  aspect  fnir,  witJi  proof  such  and  disproof; 
Ami  I,  corrected  and  convinced  to  own 
Myself,  as  much  as  was  for  this  required, 
Lifted  my  head  to  speak  to  her  erect. 
But  then  appeared  a  sight,  detaining  me 
To  gaze  upon  it  with  such  fixedness, 
That  straightway  my  eonfe.^ion  I  forgot. 

As  from  transparent  and  bright  plates  of  glass,  '" 
Or  from  off  water  that  is  clear  and  still. 
Yet  not  so  deep  as  that  the  ground  is  lost, 
Reflected  are  the  facial  lineaments 
So  softened,  that  a  pearl  on  a  fair  brow 
Falls  not  more  delieately  on  the  eye: 
Thus  saw  I  many  faces  prompt  to  speak  : 
Whence  info  error  contrary  I  ran 
To  that  which  caused  love  'twist  the  man  *  and  fount, 
The  instant,  that  1  "as  aware  of  them, 
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Aegitrding  them  as  mirrored  images. 
I  turned  mine  eves  to  see  whose  they  might  be ; 
But  I  saw  no  one,  and  again  withdrew 
Them  turned  direct  on  my  sweet  pilot's  light, 
Which  shone  in  smiles  within  her  sacred  eyes. 

"Because  I  smile,  thou  must  not  be  surprised," 
She  said,  "considering  your  childish  thought, 
For  still  thy  feet  have  not  attained  the  truth, 
But  in  vain  lend  thee  round,  us  is  their  wont. 
True  substances  are  these  on  which  you  look, 
Kor  breach  of  vows  to  this  place  relegated. 
But  converse  hold  with  them,  and  hoar  and  know. 
That  the  True  Light,  which  gives  to  them  content, 
Suffers  them  not  from  Him  to  turn  their  steps." 
Then  to  the  shade,  which  readiest  appeared 
To  speak,  addressing  me,  1  thus  began  j 
Like  to  a  man  by  his  strong  wish  bewildered  : 

"0  spirit  blest  create,  that  in  the  rays 
Of  the  eternal  life  dost  prove  that  joy, 
Which,  tasted  not,  surpasses  uiiderslMiidiiiy  ; 
Gracious  it  were  to  me,  if  thou  wouldst  tell 
Thy  name,  and  what  has  been  thy  destiny ; " 
On  which  she  ready  and  with  beaming  eye: 
"  Our  affection  closes  not  the  gates 
To  righteous  wishes,  as  does  neither  His 
That  would  have  all  his  court  resemble  Him. 
"When  upon  earth,  1  was  a  virgin  mill ; 
And  if  thy  memory  will  itself  review, 
That  I  am  fairer  now  will  not  conceal  me ; 
But  thou  wilt  recognize  me  as  Piccnrda, 
"Who  placed  among  these  olhers  that  are  blest, 
Am  blest  within  the  tardiest  of  the  spheres. 
Our  affections,  which  inflamed  alone 
Arc  at  the  pleasure  of  (lie  Holy  Spirit, 
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Rejoice  as  marshalled  by  his  ordinance  ; 
And  this  our  lot,  so  lowly  that  appears, 
Assigned  us  was,  because  neglected  were 
Our  vows,  in  some  particular  unobserved." 

I  then  to  her :  "  Upon  thy  wondrous  face 
Glistens,  1  know  not  what  that  is  divine, 
"Which  has  transformed  thee  from  thine  earlier  traits:  " 
Therefore  was  I  not  rpiick  to  recollect ; 
But  now  assists  me  that  which  thou  hast  said, 
So  that  rci n emh ranee  easier  is  made. 
But  tell  me  :  jo,  that  are  in  this  place  blest, 
Do  ye  desire  a  more  exulted  place, 
More  lo  perceive,  and  more  to  be  beloved  ?  " 

Something  on  this  the  oilier  shadows  smiled  ; 
And  then  she  answered  me  in  such  delight, 
She  seemed  to  glow  with  love  of  Fire  Divine  : 
"  Brother,  within  us  regulates  our  wills  " 
The  power  of  Love,  and  causes  us  to  wish 
for  only  that  we  have,  ami  seek  nought  else. 
If  we  desired  higher  to  be  placed. 
Then  our  desire  would  he  nt  variance 
With  His  will,  who  has  here  appointed  us ; 
Which  in  these  spheres  Ihou  sees!  cannot  be, 
If  here  to  exist  in  Love  be  necessary, 
And  if  its  nature  thou  wilt  ponder  well ; 
For  this  hlesl  slnfe  il  is  essential  hence. 
To  the  divine  will  to  conform  the  thoughts, 
That  our  wills  together  may  make  oner 
So  that  as,  throne  below  throne,  we  exist. 
TlirniiL'lioul  I  hi*  realm,  lu  all  the  realm  steins  guud, 
As  to  the  King  who  sways  it  by  His  will : 
In  following  His  pleasure  is  our  peace ; 
That  is  the  ocean,  into  which  flows  all 
flreated  by  it,  or  by  nature  made." 
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Tliis  is  the  fulgence  of  Unit  Constance  *  great. 
Who  from  the  srcoiul  priili:  of  Suabin 
Produced  the  third,  its  Litest,  puissance ;  " 
Thus  she  addressed  mi' ;  ;iml  be^'iiu  then :  "Are 
Maria,"  sinyiti;:  ;  vanishing  in  song, 
As  through  tlit  water  sinks  some  heavy  tiling. 

My  vision,  which  for  so  long  followed  her 
As  it  was  possible,  on  losing  Iter, 
Turned  to  the  standard  of  my  greater  love, 
And  wholly  upon  Beatrice  was  fixed ; 
But  she  with  such  light  burst  on  my  regard, 
As  at  the  first  the  eve  could  not  endure  ; 
And  this  made  me  more  slow  to  question  her. 

1  OmihUiiiw,  iliiuL-hliT  nf  Tloyrr,  kin!:  ,,f  Si.-lly,  1  wtnnn  ill  her 
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THE  MOON  CONTIKUKD,— THB  TT.AirK  OF  TIIK  DM 

Between  two  vhmils  distant  and  inviting 
In  equal  mode,  of  famine  first  would  die 
A  free  man,  ere  of  cither  lie  would  eat : 

(.)!  savage,  wolves,  in  equal  fear  of  each ; 
And  90  will  stand  a  dog  between  two  deer. 
Wherefore  1  blame  me  not,  if  1  were  mute, 
Suspended  in  a  manner  by  my  doubts. 
As  unavoidable,  nor  vet.  commend. 


[mil  mj  race,  anil  with  it  my  rcijucst 
Mot*;  vividly  I  ban  it'  e\pressed  by  words. 
Became  then  Beatrice,  what  was  Daniel, 
Nebuchadnezzar  in  his  wrath  appeasing,1 
Which  made  him  so  unjustly  barbarous. 
She  said  :  "  I  understood  how  thee  attracts 
One  and  the  other  want,  so  that  thy  wish 
Heslrain*  itself,  and  cannot  be  expressed. 
If  good  remains  my  own  will,  you  would  argue. 
Why  should  the  violence  of  other  men 
Abridge  the  recompeuce  of  my  deserts? 
Occasions  thee  another  source  of  doubt 
The  soul's  supposed  returning  to  the  stars, 
As  held  in  the  philosophy  of  Plato. 
These  arc  the  questions  which  upon  thy  wish 
Press  forward  equally ;  and  therefore  first 
That  will  I  handle  which  has  venom  most 

"The  Seraphim  the  nearest  raised  to  God, 
Moses,  anil  Samuel,  and  either  John, 
(Take  which  thou  wilt),  1  say — not  even  Starr — 
Have  not  their  seats  within  a  different  heaven 
From  these  souls  who  just  now  to  thee  appeared, 
Nor  in  duration  have  years  more  or  leas  ; 
But  the  first  sphere '  all  render  beautiful 
And  diversely  possess  the  blessed  life,. 
As  more  or  less  they  feel  the  Eternal  Breath. 
They  show  themselves  here,  not  because  assigned 
To  them  this  orb  is,  hut  to  indicate 
The  sphere  celestial  which  llie  least  is  raised. 
Thus  must  your  understanding  be  addressed 
Because  it  only  from  the  senses  learns 
What  for  the  reason  it  makes  after  fit. 


1  Hy  ,  v].birjiiu  drvaiu. 
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TIib  Srriplures,  in  like  manner  condescend 
To  human  families,  and  feet  and  hands 
Ascribe  to  God,  but  with  another  sense ; 
And  Holy  Church  in  man's  similitude 
Gabriel  and  Michael  represents  to  you 
As  also  him  *  who  did  Tobias  heal. 

"  What  in  Timasus '  of  the  souls  is  said, 
Resembles  not  what  here  is  to  be  seen,  " 
Because  lie  means  no  other  than  he  speaks. 
He  snvs,  the  soul  returns  to  its  own  star. 
Believing  that  from  this  it  was  detached, 
When  nature  gave  to  it  an  earthly  form  ; 
And  haply  this  belief  has  other  sense 
Than  the  words  sound  in,  and  this  mav  be  so 
With  the  intention  not  to  be  derided. 
But  if  ho  means  that  to  these  spheres  return 
Their  influences  or  for  praise  or  blame, 
His  bow  may  hit.  on  something  of  the  truth.  ■ 
This  principle,  ill  understood,  betrayed 
The  whole  world  once  so  much,  that  Jupiter, 
And  Mars,  and  Mercury  it  would  invoke. 

"  The  other  doubt  which  agitates  thy  mind. 
Has  less  of  poison  ;  ifa  ill  tendency 
Cannot  seduce  thee  far  from  me  away. 
For,  that  our  justice  should  appear  unjust 
In  human  eyes,  supplies  an  argument 
To  faith,  and  not  to  evil  heresy. 

But  because  able  is  thine  understanding  '■' 
Fully  to  penetrate  this  verity, 

s  The  angel  lUphael.  Tobit,  iii.  17. 
•  In  the«j«tem,.f  ilicujiit.Ts^aupvfi!  I.vl'lalo  in  the  Timmu,  11  toul 
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As  you  desire  will  1  give  content. 

If  this  be  violence,  when  1  lie  sufferer 

iVutln'usj  rimsciiis  to  him  tliat  uses  force, 

Tor  this  these  spirits  would  not  be  excused  ; . 

A  will,  consenting  not,  is  never  quenched, 

But  does  as  does  tile  nature  of  a  llaine, 

Aside  if  put  a  thousand  times  by  force  ; 

Whence,  if  so  little  ever  it  inclines, 

It  yields  to  force ;  and  thus  have,  acted  these. 

With  power  to  regain  the  holy  place. 

Wholly  entire  had  their  will  remained, 

As  Laurence  kept  his  on  the  gridiron. 

And  Slutius,1  with  the  hand  unflinching,  his. 

Then  to  the  course  it  would  have  them  restored 

Whence  they  were  driven,  as  they  were  when  free ; 

But  rare  indeed  is  such  an  earnest  will. 

And  by  this  reasoning  if  entertained 

By  thee  as  meet,  an  argument  is  crushed 

Which  often  might  have  given  thee  unrest.  " 

"  But  now  encounters  thee  another  strait, 
Mectiiif;  thy  vision,  such  that  of  thyself 
Escape  thou  couldst  not,  but  wouldst  sink  oppressed. 
For  certain  have  T  on  thy  mind  engraved, 
That  no  blest  soul  can  ever  falsehood  speak. 
As  being  always  near  to  the  First  Truth  : 
Yet  from  Piecarda  thou  didst  after  hear 
That  Constance  kept  her  fondness  of  the  veil, 
So  that  to  contradict  me  here  she  sceme. 
Oft  rimes,  my  brother,  has  it  so  befallen,  '" 
That,  to  avoid  some  peril,  'gainst  the  will 
Has  been  that  thing  done,  which  ought  not  to  be ; 
Like  as  Alcm&on,'  who  to  this  besought 

■  St  IaurenM  in  hit!  martjnliiin,  and  Mutius  Sodt"I»  »ith  lii»  hand 
in  thf  fir"  M'urf  Fomeiut, 

■  See  NnM  5,  p.  S60. 
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By  lus  own  father,  his  own  mother  slew, 

tor  duty's  sake  thus  most  nndutiful. 

Ami  at  this  point  I  would  you  should  reflect 

How  will  with  duress  joins,  and  they  become 

Such,  that  they  cannot  justify  the  crime. 

Perfect  free  choice  to  evil  will  not  yield ; 

But  only  so  far,  as  it  apprehends 

A  worse  calamity  if  it  refuse. 

Therefore,  when  of  this  tiling  Piccarda  spoke. 

Perfect  free  choice  she  understood,  and  1 

The  other,  so  that  both  of  us  spoke  truth." 

Such  was  the  iullux  of  I  lie  holy  stream 
Which  issuing  from  the  fount  whence  all  truth  flou 
Thus  laid  in  peace  my  one  and  other  wish. 
"  O  loved  !>y  the  First  Love,  0  heavenly  one," 
Raid  I,  in  sequence,  "  whose  spcr-ch  waters  me 
And  fosters,  giving  more  and  more  of  life, 
All  ray  affection  not  so  deep  extends 
As  would  suffice  to  render  thee  fit  thanks  ; 
Hut  He,  who  sees  and  can,  will  this  repay. 
Well  know  I  that  can  ne'er  sufficient  be 
Our  intellect,  unless  lit  by  the  Truth, 
Apart  from  which  no  true  thing  can  exist. 
It  rests  in  it  as  in  its  lair  a  beast, 
When  it  attains  it,  and  to  it  can  reach  ; 
If  otherwise,  in  vain  were  every  wish. 
1'rom  this  springs  up,  in  manner  of  a  shoot, 
Doubt  at  truth's  foot,  and  this  is  nature's  law 

invites  me  this,  secure  this  renders  mc  P 

With  reverence.  Lady,  of  thee  to  demand 

Another  truth  which  is  to  me  obscure. 

I  wish  to  learn  if  man  can  satisfy 

Deficient  vows  in  such  wise  by  good  works 

That  in  your  balance  they  may  not  seem  nnlijrhl." 


Beatrice  looked  on  ine  witli  eyes  thai  brimmed 
With  radiance  of  love,  and  so  divine, 
Thai  with  spent  faculties  I  bowed  tiie  reins. 
And  almost  swooned,  with  ryes  all  lowly  sunk. 


CANTO  V. 


THE  NATL' HE  OF  VOWH.-ASCKNT  TO  Til)-:  MVONI,  KFHKKK.  Oil 
8FIIFJ1E  OF  JIEBCURV.-THE  SOULS  Of  THOME  WHO  HAVE 
BEEN  RIGHTEOUS  IS  ALTIV'E  LIFE 

"  If  I  inflame  thee  with  the  fire  of  love 

Beyond  the  measure  that  on  earth  ia  seen. 

So  that  I  quel]  the  power  of  thine  eyes, 

Be  not  at  this  surprised;  for  it  proceeds 

From  the  perfected  sight,  which  as  it  learns. 

Closer  advances  thus  towards  the  Good. 

Well  can  I  note  too  how  already  shines 

Within  thine  intellect  the  Eternal  Light, 

That  kindles  love,  if  only  it  be  seen ; 

And  if  ought  different  entice  thy  love,  " 

It  is  no  other  than  some  trace  of  this 

111  understood,  which  docs  from  hence  shine  through. 

You  wish  to  learn  if  hy  another  service 

For  broken  vows  requital  can  be  made 

Which  will  preserve  the  soul  from  punishment." 

Opens  the  canto  thus  with  Beatrice; 
And  like  to  one  that  stints  not  in  discourse, 
Thus  she  proceeded  in  lur  saered  words: 
"The  greatest  gift  which  in  his  bounty  God 
Creating  made,  and  to  his  excellence  " 
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Tlie  most  conformed,  and  what  he  most  esteems. 
Was  that  emancipation  of  the  will, 
With  which  the  creatures  of  intelligence 
All,  and  they  only,  were  and  are  endowed. 
Reasoning  from  this,  will  now  to  thee  appeal 
The  great  worth  of  a  vow,  if  so  assumed. 
That  Cud  consents  to  it,  as  you  consent; 
Yot  to  confirm  the  pact  'tiviit  God  and  man, 
An  offering  is  of  that  treasure  made. 
Described  above,  and  made  by  man's  own  act. 
What  can  be  paid  then  as  equivalent? 
If  you  think  what  was  olfered  to  use  well, 
Twonld  he  to  do  good  with  ill  gotten  gains. 

"  Now  art  thou  in  the  greater  point  informed  ; 
liut  since  from  vows  dispenses  Holy  Church, 
Winch  seems  against  the  truth  which  I  have  shown, 
At  table  something  longer  must  thou  sit, 
Because  the  hard  food  of  which  thou  host  eaten, 
For  its  digestion  some  assistance  needs. 
Open  thy  mind  for  what  T  shall  unfold, 
And  inwards  stnblish  it;  no  knowledge  gives 
Mere  listening,  uidess  it  tie  retained. 

"  Two  things  together  join  to  constitute 
Tins  sacrifice ;  the  one  of  them  is  that 
Of  which  it  is ;  the  other  is  the  pact. 
The  latter  never  can  he  satisfied, 
But  by  performance,  and  concerning  tin's 
Precisely  has  it  hten  above  laid  down : 
Upon  the  Hebrews  therefore  was  enjoined 
Home  sacrifice,  although  the  offering, 
As  thou  must  recollect,  might  varied  be.' 
The  former,  as  the  subject-matter  known, 

1  A.  in  Letit  s. 


May  well  be  anything,  if  not  daBoient, 

When  fur  another  subject  put  in  place. 

But  let  not  change  the  load  upon  his  back 

Any  at  his  own  will,  without  the  turn 

Of  the  two  keys,"  the  silver  ant!  the  gold  ; 

And  every  change  thou  inapt  regard  as  nought, 

If  the  preferred,  to  the  abandoned  thing 

Proportion  hears  not,  as  docs  six  to  four : 

But  where  the  thing  so  much  preponderates 

In  value,  Unit  it  outweighs  every  scale, 

l)y  other  charge  it  cannot  l>c  redeemed. 

"Lightly  their  vows  let  mortals  not  assume; 
lie  faithful,  vet  not  inconsiderate, 
As  Jephthah  was  in  his  first  offering ; 
Who  rather  should  have  said  :  I  have  done  ill ! 
Than  keeping  it  do  worse;  and  thus  unwise, 
Thou  mayst  remember,  was  the  Grecian  chief, 
When  her  fair  face  Iphigenia  mourned. 
And  for  licr  made  lament  both  wise  and  fools, 
Who  hear  the  story  of  that  sacrifice. 
Ye  Christians  in  your  motions  be  more  grave ; 
Resemble  not  a  feather  in  the  wind, 
Neither  believe  ye  that  all  waters  cleanse.1 
Ye  hive  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament, 
And  for  your  guide  the  Shepherd  of  the  Church  i 
Let  these  for  your  salvation  be  enough. 
If  evil  passion  calls  y  ou  otherwhere, 
He  men,  and  not  insensate  animals, 
So  that  the  Jew  s  among  you,  may  not  scoff. 
As  the  lamb  be  not,  that  deserts  the  milk 
Of  his  own  dam,  in  simple  wantonness 
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To  me  thus  Beatrice,  us  now  I  write ; 
Then  all  in  eagerness  she  turned  her  round 
To  that  part  whirr  must  living  is  the  world.' 
Her  silence  and  her  altered  countenance 
Imposed  a  chock  upon  my  ardent  wish, 
Fresh  questions  tlnit  already  had  prepared,  ' 
And  like  an  arrow  that  upon  the  mark 
Strikes,  ere  the  string  from  quivering  lias  ceased, 
So  to  the  second  kingdom  did  we  tly. 

I  saw  so  radiant  the  Lady  mine 
When  in  the  bright iu;?s  of  ibis  !u:averi  she  plunged, 
That  from  her  did  the  phuiirt  grow  more  bright : 
And  if  the  star  itself  was  changed  and  smiled, 
"What  became  I,  that,  by  my  nature's  law 
Am  made  susceptible  of  every  change  ! 
As  in  a  fish-pool,  that  is  clear  and  still. 
The  fishes  haste  to  what  without  is  seen, 
Supposing  it  may  be  for  them  some  food  ; 
Thus  did  I  see  a  thousand  splendences 
Approaching  us,  and  each  was  heard  to  say  : 
"  Behold  one  that  will  multiply  our  love ! " 
And  as  to  us  each  one  of  tbcin  drew  near, 
The  spirit  full  of  joy  fulness  was  seen 
By  the  clear  fulgeiice  from  it  issuing. 

Ponder,  0  Header,  if  what  here  begins 
Had  gone  no  further,  how  thou  must  liavc  fell  ' 
Painful  desire  somewhat  more  to  learn ; 
And  from  thyself  thou  mayst  judge,  bow  from  these 
I  longed  to  know  what  their  condition  was, 
As  to  mine  eyi'sigM  (hey  lx-cnmc  disclosed. 

"0  happy  born,  to  whom  to  see  the  Thrones 
Of  the  Eternal  Triumph  grace  concedes, 

1  Looking  npmdi  to  die  Empyrtun  Hnvea. 
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Before  thy  stale  of  militauce  ia  left ; 

With  that  light,  which  through  all  the  heavens  spreads 

Arc  we  illumined ;  therefore  if  tliou  wish 

To  learn  concerning  us,  thy  wish  fulfil." 

Thus  by  a  pious  spirit  of  that  hand 

Was  spoken  :  and  by  Beatrice:  "  Speak,  speak. 

Securely,  awl  confide  in  them  as  Gods." 

"Plainly  I  see  that  thou  art  ID  the  nest 
Of  thine  own  light,  and  from  thine  eyes  it  beams, 
By  which  it  Sashes  forth,  when  thou  dost  smile ; 
But  who  thou  art  I  know  not,  nor  why  hast 
O  honoured  soul,  the  station  of  that  sphere  * 
Which  is  to  mortals  veiled  by  other  rays  : " 
Tims  spoke  I,  turning  me  toward  the  light  " 
Which  first  addressed  me ;  whereon  it  became 
More  luminous  far  than  it  before  had  been. 
Like  to  the  sun,  when  he  conceals  himself 
In  light  excessive,  w  hen  the  heat  has  pierced 
The.  tern  peri  ni:  of  I  he  exhalations  thick; 
From  me  in  joy  increasing  was  concealed 
The  holy  form  in  its  own  radiance; 
And  close  enveloped  gave  me  in  reply 
What  in  the  following  canto  will  be  sung. 

>  iltnatj,  lenst  seen  of  nil  Ihv  planets,  from  il»  [iruxiinity  tutLt-Siiu. 
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CANTO  VI. 


After  that  ancient  who  Lavinia  won, 
Two  centuries  and  more  t!ie  bird  of  Clod 


On  the  L'Xtrtniii'st  verge  of  Kuropc  dwelt. 

Near  to  those  mountains;  whence  at  iirst  il  rose; 

Ami  underneath  the  shade  of  sacred  wings 

Governed  I  lie  Horld  there,  passed  i'rutii  hand  to  hand, 

Am!  so  alternating,  came  into  mine. 

I  am  Justinian,  and  was  Emperor,  " 

Who  bid  bj  (he  First  Love,  which  now  I  feel, 

Retrenched  the  vain  and  the  redundant  laws;* 

And  etc  I  was  engaged  upon  this  work 

111  Christ  one  nature  only,  and  no  more, 

Kclicved  1,  and  was  in  this  faith  content ; 

But  blessed  Agiipetus,  who  was  then 

The  highest  Pastor,  to  the  Faith  sincere 

Direction  gave  me  by  bis  arguments.1 

In  him  I  trusted  ;  and  what  he  advanced 

I  now  sec  clearly,  even  as  one  sees 

In  every  contradiction,  true  and  false. 

Soon  as  I  moved  my  footsteps  with  the  Church 

It  pleased  liod  to  inspire  me  in  his  grace 

With  the  high  task,  and  all  tu  him  I  gave  ; 

Anns  to  my  Delisarius  1  left, 

To  whom  was  heaven's  right  hand  si>  conjoined, 

As  was  a  token  that  I  might  repose. 

"  Thus  to  thy  first  enquiry  is  applied 
Mine  answer;  but  the  shape  uliieli  it  assumed, 
To  follow  it  a  certain  space  compel, 
That  with  what  reason  thou  mnyst  understand 
Against  the  sacred  emblem  it  is  moved 


As  well  by  tin 
Reflect  what  v 
Of  reverence, 


valour  has  made 
beginning  from 


it. 


worthy  this 
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l'.MiAlil-K 


When  Pallas'  died  to  give  ii  sovereignty  : 

Thou  know'st.  it  held  in  Albn  its  abode' 

Three  hundred  years  and  more  until  the  end 

When  again  fought  for  it  the  three  and  three.' 

Thou  know'st  its  actions  from  r lie  Sabines'  loss  " 

Down  to  Lucrclia's.  woe,  by  seven  kings 

Around  subduing  all  the  neighbour  states ; 

Thou  kuow'st  its  deeds  when  carried  against.  Kremnis 

And  against  Pyrrbus  by  illustrious  Romans, 

Against  the  other  princes  and  allies ; 

Torquatus  hence,  and  Quint iu?,  from  bis  locks 

Neglected  named,1  the  Deeii,  and  Pabii, 

Obtained  the  fame  which  gladly  I  embalm. 

This  bore  to  earth  the  Arab's  insolence. 

Who  in  the  train  of  Hannibal  did  cross 

The  Alpine  range  which  thou,  0  Po,  dost  wash. 

Beneath  this,  triumphs  in  their  youth  obtained 

l'oni|>ey  and  Seinio,  ami  this  to  the  hill 

Under  which  tlion  wast  born,  was  sternly  shown.' 

Then,  near  the  time  when  Heaven  decreed  all 

The  world  to  bring  back  to  the  ways  of  peace, 

{.'iesar  assumed  it.  at  the  will  of  Rome. 

Iscr  and  Aar  saw,  and  saw  the  Seine, 
And  all  the  rallies  whence  the  Rhone  is  fdled. 
What  it  performed  when  it  Ravenna  left 
And  crossed  the  Rubicon,  was  such  o  flight 
Thai  neither  tongue  nor  [leu  can  follow  it. 
To  Spain  it  did  conduct  its  followers. 
Then  to  Dyrrachium,  and  Pharsalia  smote 
So  that,  the  hot  Nile  the  disaster  felt. 
Aiitamlros  and  ISiinois,  whence  it  marched, 

1  S  r  Kv:iinli  i,  :ii  11!  tin'  alk  nt  .'flinai,  in  liis  uar  a-alu.-t  Tumii- 

*  Tl..'  |[..Ritiiiui(]  HurinUi. 

•  K:.»nl:i'  »n.  ilrslnvnl  hj  tW  It  ruis,  nft.1  III"  ilt'lVut  ..f  CatUiui'. 


1'AKAIIISK. 


Revisited,  mid  where  is  Hector  laid. 

And  ill  for  Ptolemy  again  it  moved. 

Thence  upon  Jnba  with  its  liL'iitiiiiu,'  l:nre  ;  '" 

Back  then  again  it  turned  it  to  your  west, 

Where  it  the  sound  of  Pompey's  trumpets  caught. 

"  For  what  with  its  next  bearer  it  achieved, 
Brutus  and  Cassius  down  in  Hell  bewail, 
And  smarted  Modcna  and  Perugia. 
Kext,  mournful  Cleopatra  for  it  wept, 
Who  flying  from  its  presence,  with  the  asp 
Contrived  a  sudden  and  a  dreadful  death. 
With  him  to  the  Red-sea  shore  it  advanced  ; 
With  him  the  world  to  surli  peace  it  reduced,  ™ 
That  Janus  was  within  his  temple  shut. 

"But  what  this  emblem,  that  now  makes  me  speak. 
Before  had  done,  and  after  w  as  to  do 

In  tin'  c;i]'tli'>  ksnu'ilniii  l«  il  sub jri'lnl, 

Appears  ignoble  and  of  little  worth 

When  in  the  hand  of  the  third  Qnw1  seen 

By  vision  clear,  and  with  affection  pure ; 

For  that  Living  Justice  which  inspires  me, 

Conceded  to  it  while  in  tins  one's  hand, 

Tin'  j;lfiry  to  take  vengeance  for  his  wrath.  " 

And  now  prepare  to  marvel  at  my  words  ; 

With  Titus  afterwards  it  vengeance'  took 

Upon  tliat  vengeance  for  the  primal  sin. 

And  when  the  teeth  of  Lombards  did  attack 

The  Holy  Church,  beneath  ihe  winjis  of  this 

Came  Charlemagne  victorious  to  her  aid. 

"Judgment  thou  mayst  now  upon  those  conclude. 
Whom  I  above  accused,  and  on  their  crimes 

"  Til-erins,  urji3i.T  wh.nn  HirM  w,v.  rriN:ilih-il. 
'  The  ilestmctiniL  of  JcnmluL 
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PARADISE. 


That  are  the  cause  of  aii  your  miseries. 
One  the  gold  lilies'  "gainst  the  public  ling 
Sets  up,  the  other  lakes  it  for  his  own, 
Which  sins  the  most  hard  were  it  to  decide. 
Their  object*  let  the  (iiiibclme.s  pursue 
Under  another  flag  ;  ill  follow  this 
They  w  ho  from  justice  aye  would  sever  it : 
Ami  let  not  the  new  Charles '  this  overthrow 
With  his  Guelfs ;  but  the  talons  let  him  fear 
That  from  a  grnitrr  lion  hive  si  ripped  the  hide. 
Often  crc  now  the  sons  have  had  to  mourn 
The  fathers'  crimes;  and  let  him  not  believe 
That  for  bis  lilies  God  will  change  the  day. 

"This  lesser  planet  is  made  beautiful 
l(v  those  good  spirits  who  have  active  been 
In  the  pursuit  of  honour  and  of  fame ; 
And  since  to  these  their  wishes  were  inclined 
Tims  deviously,  it  follows  that  the  rays 
Of  the  True  Love  less  bright  on  them  incline : 
But  the  proportionraent  of  our  reward 
To  our  deserts  is  part  of  our  delight. 
Because  we  know  it  as  nor  less  nor  more. 
Hence  Living  Justice  so  much  gratifies 
Our  affections  in  us,  that  they  never  can 
Be  warped  from  henceforth  to  iniquity. 
Differing  voices  a  sweet  music  form  ; 
And  thus  the  differing  orders  in  our  life 
Make  a  sweet  harmony  among  these  spheres. 

"  Inclosed  within  this  present  margarite 
Tim  brightness  of  Itomeo  shines,  to  whom 
His  good  and  great  work  was  ill  recompensed  : 
But  the  Provencals,  who  against  him  wrought, 

1  Tbe  burner  of  Prince. 
'  Chnrlca  2nd,  king  r,f  Naples,  Um  «on  "f  Churl"  if  Anjuu, 


Enjoyed  no  laiiijli  ;  and  badly  walks  that  man 
Who  finds  an  injury  in  benefit?. 
Four  daughters  had,  and  each  of  them  a  queen, 
Raymond  Dernier,  and  ibis  brought  about 
The  pilgrim  Roinen  of  low  estate ; 
Afterwards  moved  him  envious  advice 
To  bring  this  upright  person  to  account, 
Who  rendered  to  him  seven  and  five  for  ten, 
Am)  thence  departed  poor  and  in  old  age; 
Ami  hul  the  world  known  what  a  heart  he  kept, 
liy  mouthful*  begging  for  Ins  daily  bread, 
Daily  it  would  have  praised  him,  and  would  prais- 
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CANTO  VII. 


THF.  PALI.  OF  MAN—THE  SCHKMK  OF  UKl>KMITUIK.-TltK 
BIMRRELTION. 

"  Otanna  maclui  Hen*  Sabaotk, 
Super'dlustruun  cfaritale  Am 
Felices  it/i>cs  ioruin  maiaholh  .' "  1 
'Jims,  to  his  orbit  as  lie  buck  returned, 
As  to  me  seemed  it,  ilid  tins  lieim;  cliiiut, 
On  whom  was  multiplied  a  double  light ; 
It  and  the  othi-rs  in  their  da  net*  prueirded, 
And  like  In  sparks  in  tlirir  most  rapid  flight, 
From  roe  wen*  suddenly  in  distance  veiled. 
I  was  in  doubt,  and,  "Speak,  0  speak,"  1  said 
Within  me,  to  the  T.adj  mine,  "0  spenk," 
She  who  my  thirst  relieves  with  her  sweet  dew  ; 
Hut  that  observance  which  lias  maslerv 
Kntirely  o'er  me  at  lier  very  name, 
Subdued  me  like  a  man  by  slumber  seined. 
Not  long  in  such  wise  left  me  Beatrice, 
But  spoke,  and  beamed  upon  me  with  a  smile, 
That  would  a  man  make  happy  in  the  flames. 

'  "  TWtmiti!  lint)'  <l"d  uf  RaWli, 

Win.  nitli  Ihv  lirijihtiii's*  ilnst  ill  in.w 

'I'Llo  tn'ititir  f.ir.  ..( iW  kingdoms." 
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"As  known  to  ine  by  my  unfailing  ken, 
J  list  t  y  in  what  milliner  a  vengeance  just 
Punished  can  be,  now  occupies  thy  mind  ; 
But  shortly  for  thee  will  I  solve  this  thought : 
And  be  thou  most  attentive,  for  my  words 
With  gift  of  lofty  matter  will  enrich. 

"Because  on  his  Free  Will  would  not  endure 
Reins  (for  his  good),  the  man  that  was  not  bom,' 
Himself  condemning,  all  liis  nice  condemned; 
From  whence  the  human  species  lay  sick 
On  earth  in  grievous  sin  for  mnny  an  age. 
Til!  (o  come  down  it  pleased  the  Word  of  God, 
What,  time  the  nature,  which  from  its  Creator 
Was  parted,  lie  in  his  own  person  joined 
By  the  sole  act  of  his  eternal  love. 

"Now  to  this  iirL'umcnt  direct  your  mind  : 
This  nature  to  its  .Maker  thus  conjoined, 
Was  good  and  faultless  when  at  first  created  ; 
And  by  its  own  act  only  was  expelled 
From  Paradise,  because  it  swerved  aside 
Out  of  the  way  of  truth,  and  its  own  life. 
Therefore  the  penalty  upon  the  Cross, 
If  to  the  borrowed  nature  it  were  meted. 
Never  so  justly  did  on  any  fail ; 
And  equally  was  nothing  so  unjust. 
If  we  regard  the  person  suffering, 
In  whom  that  nature  was  exhibited. 
Therefore  from  one  act  issued  different  things ; 
For  the  same  death  pleased  God,  and  pleased  the 

Trembled  the  earth  for  it,  and  heaven  opened. 
Henceforward  therefore  it  should  not  perplex, 

'  Adui. 
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When  it.  is  told  liu-i-  ihul  ;i  ridil  n'liiH  vengeance 
Was  afierwanls  ui-engcil  by  ;i  just  court. 

"  But  I  perceive  now  that  thy  mind  is  bound, 
From  thought  to  thought  advancing,  in  a  knot 
Of  which  it  eagerly  solution  waits. 
You  say  :  What  I  have  heard  T  understand  ; 
But  it  l's  hidden  from  me  why  God  willed, 

This  purpose,  0  my  brother,  buried  lies 
From  eyes  of  all  of  them,  whose  intellect 
Has  not  grown  adult  in  the  llaiue  of  Love. 
Yet  because  on  this  thing  miraculous 
There  is  much  wondered,  little  understood  ; 
Why  this  the  worthiest  mode  was  I  will  tell. 

"  The  Divine  (loudness  Ilia!  casts  out  from  it 
All  enviousness,  us  it  burns,  sparkles  fortli 
So  that  eternal  beauties  it  displays. 
What  without  intervention  from  "this  flows. 
Is  without  end,  because  is  not  disturbed 
Its  image,  when  its  signet  is  impressed  : 
What  without  mediation  springs  from  this, 
Is  wholly  free,  as  not  being  subjected 
To  influence  of  secondary  things. 
Conforms  this  most  lo  it,  and  pleases  most ; 
For  the  blest  Ardour,  which  on  all  things  streams, 
In  things  most  like  if,  is  most  luminous. 
In  all  these  his  pre-eminence  obtains 
The  human  creature ;  and  if  one  be  lost, 
From  his  nobility  he  must  descend. 
It  is  sin  only  which  disfranchises. 
And  makes  it  unlike  to  the  Highest  Good, 
Whence  too  it  shines  too  little  with  its  light  ; 
Xor  can  it  to  its  dignity  return 


}'A  K  A  DISK. 


Unless  wliat  sin  has  taken  it  restores 
With  righteous  penalty  for  evil  jo;-?. 

"  Entirely  when  your  nature  had  transgressed 
In  its  beginning,  from  this  dignity. 
As  well  as  Paradise,  it  was  removed  ; 
Nor  could  recover  it,  if  you  reflect 
Upon  it  well,  in  any  other  way, 
Than  by  the  passing  one  of  these  two  fords : 
Either  God  in  his  graciousness  alone, 
Might  have  forgiven ;  or  man  by  himself 
Might  have  wrought  satisfaction  for  his  crime. 

"Strain  now  thy  sight  to  penetrate  the  abyss 
Of  the  Eternal  Counsel,  much  as  may  be, 
Keeping  it  steadfast,  fixed  on  my  discourse. 
In  his  own  limits  was  not  able  man 
To  satisfy ;  so  low  he  could  not  stoop, 
Humble  in  subsequent  obedience, 
As  disobeying  lie  aspired  to  soar; 
And  this  the  reason  is  for  which  was  man 
Disqualified  to  make  bis  own  amends. 
Bj  his  own  ways  remained  it  then  for  God, 
Hack  to  his  perfect  life  to  ransom  man, 
Or  by  the  first,  or  by  the  two  conjoined. 
Dot  because  every  work  more  gratifies 
Its  worker,  the  more  closely  it  presents 
The  goodness  of  the  heart  from  whence  il  springs, 
So  Divine  Excellence,  that  stamped  the  world, 
To  operate  by  both  of  its  two  ways,  _ 

Nor  from  the  first  day  to  the  final  night, 

So  lofty  and  so  glorious  a  work 

Bj  one  or  other  was  or  will  be  done. 

For  God  was  nobler  when  himself  he  gave, 

To  make  man  able  to  redeem  himself, 
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Than  had  he  pardoned  of  himself  alone. 
And  all  the  other  ways  had  nut  sufficed 
To  render  justice,  if  the  Son  of  God 
Hud  not  been  humble  to  assume  the  flesh. 

"Now  to  complete  iht-e  in  thy  every  wish, 
Return  I  to  throw  light  upon  one  place, 
That  thou,  as  I  do,  mayst  this  comprehend. 
You  say :  1  ace  the  fire,  I  see  the  air, 
The  earth,  the  water  and  their  combinations 
Run  to  corruption,  and  short  time  endure; 
And  yet  not  less  are  these  created  tilings  ; 
Wherefore  if  that  which  I  have  said  be  true, 
These  from  corruption  ought  to  be  exempt. 

"The  Angels,  brother,  and  the  perfect  realm 
In  which  thou  art,  may  be  described  as  made, 
As  they  exist,  in  their  entire  being; 
Hut  all  the  elements  which  you  have  named, 
And  substances  which  of  them  are  composed, 
By  a  creative  virtue  have  been  formed. 
Created  was  the  matter  whence  are  these; 
Created  was  their  virtue  formative 
In  these  spheres  which  around  them  circulate. 
The  soul  of  every  animal,  and  plant 
By  its  potential  quality  attracts 
The  rays  and  motion  of  the  sacred  lights : 
Hut  without  middle  means  inspires  our  life 
The  Highest  Goodness,  tilling  it  with  love 
Pot  it,  and  this  it  ever  after  seeks. 
And  from  this  further  there  may  be  explained 
Your  resurrection,  if  you  will  reflect 
How  human  llesh  was  at  that  time  created/ 
When  were  produced  the  primal  parents  twain." 

1  Hnmi-lr,  liy  tin'  direct  act  uf  Bud. 


CANTO  VIII. 


THE  THIRD  SPHERE,  uli  SPHERE  OF  VENUS.— THE  SOULS  Ob' 
TUOHE  WHO  HAVE  DEES  UNDER  TUB  INFLUENCE  OF  THIS 
STAR  OS  EARTH. — CHARLES  MARTEL— THE  DESTINIES  OF 

The  world,  wliat  time  it  was  in  peril,  thought 

Ami  lu'iiee  to  lurr  uot-oiilv  hunour  gave 

Of  sacrifices       of  votive  pro  vers 

The  elder  Rations  in  their  ancient  sin  ; 

Dut  honoured  also  Cupid  and  Dione, 

Her  as  her  mother,  and  him  as  her  son. 

And  told  how  Cupid  sat  in  Dido's  lap  j 1 

And  from  her,  with  whom  row  I  Lave  begun, 

They  took  tin-  ;i|>|>ijlul.imi  of  the  star, 

Seen  by  the  sun  in  front  now,  now  behind  him.* 

I  noted  not  how  into  this  I  rose; 
llut.  of  my  being  then'  s»;ive  ample  faith 
The  Lady  mine,  as  she  more  fair  became. 
And  as  within  a  (lame  are  sparkles  seen, 
And  like  as  is  distinguished  voice  from  voice, 
When  one  is  held,  tin-  other  conies  and  goes, 


Within  this  light  I  noted  other  lights 
Moving  in  orbs  at  more  or  leaser  speed, 
Measured,  I  think  to  their  Eternal  Sight.' 
The  winds  descend  not  from  a  chilling  cloud. 
Or  seen  or  nut,  with  such  rapidity, 
But  to  be  laiiip  ami  rdun  ilicy  would  appear, 
Compared  to  that  with  winch  these  lights  divine 
Seemed  to  approach  us,  as  they  left  the  sphere 
By  the  high  Seraphim'  moved  priinally; 
And  after  tliem  that  forwardest  were  seen, 
"Hosannah"  sounded,  so  that  from  that  time 
Again  fo  hear  it  I  ne'er  lost  the  wish. 

Then  one  of  them  more  closely  to  us  came. 
And  thus  began  alone :  "  We  all  are  prompt 
To  do  thy  will,  that  thou  in  us  mayst  joy. 
Here  with  the  heavenly  Princes'  we  revolve, 
III  one  desire,  in  one  orb  and  motion, 
To  whom  on  earth  already  thou  hast  said  : 
'  Ye  whose  iale/lhr'iir--  I  he  thin!  xphcre  iiuivea  ;" 
And  arc  so  full  of  love,  that  tlleo  to  please, 
licpnse  to  us  will  no  less  sweet  appear." 

Soon  as  mine  eyes  their  homage  had  performed 
Unto  my  Lady  reverently,  and  she 
Content  and  ei-rlilicd  hail  rendered  them, 
Back  to  the  light  they  turned  whose  promises 
Had  been  so  great,  and  with  "  Who  art  thou?"  was 
My  voice  imprinted  in  affection  strong. 

0  how  T  notfd  that  il  glowed  and  spread 
In  new  delight  that  in  it  multiplied, 

■'  A<r'>t<liii|j  l<>  Hi"  <l>'m<-  in  wlii.'li  lUy  .'iij.iv  tlm  Uralific  Virion. 
'  Tilt'   FHmiitri  Mi  i  ill'  i-  lln  ild  l.v  t!li-  S.-l(l].!ii]i!,  mill  iM  limti.ili  id 

■  Tl.-  :■!...  I,-  '.f  I:!.  Ti,::-.l  S|.l,i-i"  !-  t'i.t,  ...  111.-  l'ihn.ini.!LUEaof  Hie 
lii-nin'liv  -f  lipiivcn.    I'n.  Kxviii.  12B. 

1  The  liret  line  uf  the  first  cuumat  in  Dmte'«  Cornito. 
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As  I  was  speaking,  on  its  former  joy ! 

In  this  state  spoke  lie  :  '  "  Me  the  world  possessed 

Below  short  space,  and  had  it  longer  been,  * 

There  had  been  less  of  evil  to  befall. 

Hid  from  thee  keeps  me  my  beatitude 

Which  radiates  around,  iushroudirig  ine, 

Like  to  the  creature  swathed  in  its  own  silk. 

Well  didst  thou  love  me,  and  for  reasons  good  ; 

For  had  I  stayed  on  earth,  I  would  have  shown  thee 

The  fruit  of  love  and  not  alone  its  leaves. 

The  country  that  is  washed  on  the  left  hand 

By  Rhone,  which  ere  then  with  the  Sorgue  has  mixed, 

Expected  I  should  be  one  time  its  lord; 

And  that  horn  of  Ausonia  built  with  towns 

At  Ban,  Gaeta,  and  at  Crotona, 

Whence  Tronto  falls  into  the  sea,  and  Verde." 

Glittered  already  on  my  brows  the  crown 

Of  that  laud  which  the  Danube  irrigates, 

After  its  German  boundaries  it  has  left ; 

And  fair  Trimcm  (ilml  is  darkened '  o'er, 

On  the  hay  'trot  Pachiuo  and  Peloro, 

That  has  its  most  annoyance  from  the  east, 

Not  from  Typlueus,  but  the  sulphur's  birth)  " 

Obedient  would  he  beneath  its  kings 

Through  me,  from  Iludolf  and  from  Charles  dest-emltd, 

If  evil  rule,  which  ever  aggravates 

,.f  Hungary.  He  rnuiitd  Claw™,  daughter  of  ih^Emj*™  ni<h'"( 
mid  via  crowmil  kin-  i.f  !luni:!j-r,  in  !ii-  full.,  r's  lik  lime,  bin  iliv.l 
Iwf.iro  him  hi  ti!-;i,  iu  aliii'li  yi-ar  hi!  iv:,.  i.t  1'k.riT.ce,  ■here  Dsnle 
|  r..).iil,h  l..-;il,n  ji.-,[U:i ij. [.-.!  nit);  lulu.  Ill-  ilorri  r  *s  ll.r  l-Tlit. ■! i.-s  ti. 
u-liieh  lie  wi  uM  linve  .n™.y- 1,  Provence.  %  The  kingdom  of 
NarileB.  3.  Hungary.  4,  Kicily. 

»  The  three  b.wiu  roughly  denote  thonei-crwrt  bonnrlajy  of  the  king- 

**By  the  Mm.k<<  '  i  '.Kim  :  m-i.  i  «I.LA  Tj|ihu;na  wu  ini[irii»d"nl  by 
Jnpilcr.  Ovid.  Met.  V.  846. 
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Tlic  people  who  live  under  it,  had  not 

Palermo  forced  to  cry  :  'To  death,  to  death.' 1 

And  if  my  brother '  this  could  have  foreseen, 

The  grasping  poverty  of  Catalonia 

lie  would  have  shunned,  and  thus  had  nut  ullciidcd  : 

For  truly  needful  is  it  to  provide, 

With  him  as  well  as  others,  that  the  ship 

Should  not  he  laden  more  than  it  can  bear. 

His  nature,  that  penurious  from  a  free 

Descended,  of  such  officers  had  need 

As  in  their  coffers  loved  not  to  amass." 

■■  lire;'. II-!'  i  tilillli  tint  tin!  juy 

Which  thy  discourse  pours  on  me,  U  my  lord, 
In  that  place,  where  all  good  begins  and  end*, 
Is  seen  by  thee,  as  it  is  seen  by  me,' 
More  grateful  is  it ;  and  I  value  it, 
Because  thou  seest  it  looking  upon  God. 
Glad  hast  thou  made  me;  also  znake  me  clear, 
Since  thy  discourse  has  raised  in  me  a  doubt, 
How  from  sweet  seed  a  bitter  thing  can  grow  r  " 

Thus  1  to  him  ;  and  he  to  me :  "  Could  I 
Explain  one  truth,  on  what  thou  dost  request 
Thine  eyes  might  rest,  as  now  is  turned  thy  back. 
The  Good,  which  all  the  realm  you  now  ascend 
Uhiddcns  imil  turns,  :i  power  makes  to  be 
His  providence  within  these  mighty  orbs; 
And  not  only  are  natures  pre-ordained  "° 
Within  the  Mind  all  perfect  in  itself, 

1  At  Ike  Sidiiu  Veaptn  in  1283. 
•  Kflhtrt,  hrutl.ct-.if  l.:l„,rl.'i  3L.it,  1.  .w>m  Mime,  I  id  to  the  crown  „f 
Nnj.k-s  in  1  ;!"!'>  luil  km  fur  mme  tiioo  n  noatagt  in  Catalonia,  nud  is 

l-vjinwSl'  '1  "ilt.  l.ririL'itin  ;i  [ruin  .  f  nmlv  i.rli.vrs  fnilll  thsnce. 

'  The  joy  wliiLti  till'  ,C  Chirk-  Maru-l,  in  \t<  bmrltinl  ]..™  ■■]■,, 
ht«  ill  the  S.mrcu  of  nil  smJ,  is  nnn  lij  Daiilt  nn  luanifcrted  in 
Chulei  Muriel, 
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But  their  continuance  also  is  devised. 
Then-fort'  whatever  from  tliis  bow  is  sliut 
Alights  as  ordered  for  its  destined  end, 
Like  as  an  arrow  to  its  aim  exact. 
If  otherwise,  the  heaven  which  you  tread 
lis  influence  in  such  wise  would  exert. 
That  then:  would  be  confusion,  and  uo  art; 

Nor  could  this  be,  unless  the  intellects 

Which  move  the  spheres  were  insufficient  found,  "" 

And  the  First  wanting  in  perfecting  these. 

Wouldst  thou  this  truth  should  more  illumine  theei"' 

Then  I :  "No  more ;  1  see  it  cannot  he 
That  nature  in  what  needful  is  should  fail." 
lie  then  again  :  "Confess,  would  it  he  worse 
For  man  on  earth,  if  not  a  citizen?" 
"  Yes,"  I  replied ;  "  and  here  1  ask  not  why." 
"  And  can  this  be,  uidess  on  earth  lie  lived 
With  varied  duties  uud  with  dilferences  ? 
No;  ifthy  master'  well  of  this  has  writ." 
Thus  arguinj:  at  tins  point  iie  arrived  ; 
And  then  concluded  :  "  Therefore  different 
Must  be  the  origins  of  these  effects. 
Whence  one  is  born  a  Solon,  one  a  Xerxes, 
Ami  i>:ir  .\li.lcI]iMilrk,  nni-  such  as  he' 
That  lost  his  son,  while  living  through  the  air. 
The  nature  circular  which  is  the  seal 
To  mortal  wax,  its  function  well  performs, 
liut  between  bouses  no  distinction  makes: 
Thus  happened  it  that  Usau  was  diverse 
In  kind  from  Jacob  ;  and  Quirinus*  came 
Of  sire  so  low,  he  was  ascribed  to  Mars. 
The  generated  nature  its  own  path 

'  Arixtatlc,  Pout  iii.  2. 

'  II:.. bin-  :  pit  r„r  tli<<  !'Ui|.~..|.lnT  :  iKc  Smli-mim,  (In  SvUiM.  ami 
1)n-  1'ri.  -I  l.'ii,-  in.lii'ai.  il  I iv  irji-  [in  vi..ui  names. 


Like  to  the  fathers'  ever  would  pursue, 
Unless  o'erruled  by  Providence  Divine. 

"  Kow,  that  which  was  behind  tliec,  is  before; 
Hut  that  thou  roayst  know  that  thou  givest  joy, 
I  will  complete  thee  with  a  corollary : 
Ever  the  nature  that  .1  destiny  meets 
Discordant  to  it,  like  to  every  seed  " 
Out  of  its  cklnale,  comes  to  evil  proof. 
And  if  the  world  below  would  keep  in  mind 
The  principles  which  nature  has  impressed, 
Following  her,  n  good  breed  it  would  have. 
But  to  religious  life  ye  wrest  aside 
The  man  born  to  be  girded  with  the  sword, 
And  make  a  king  of  him  that  should  have  [(reached  ; 
Hence  are  your  footsteps  out  of  tile  true  way." 


CANTO  IX. 


Anna  tin-  Charles,  O  beautiful  Clramnzii, 
[lad  tl.us'etiHyhteiied  me,  lie  told  tlie  wrongs 
'Hint  lus  posterity  '  must  undergo ; 
liut  said :  "  Be  silent ;  let  the  years  roll  on  ;  " 
Whence  only  may  I  tell,  ttiat  misery 
Deserved  will  follow  on  your  injuries. 
And  now  the  spirit  of  that  holy  light 
Hi-turned  unto  the  sun  whence  it  is  filled, 
As  to  that  Good  which  nil  things  satisfies. 

Ah  !  foolish  souls,  deceived  and  impious, 
That  from  this  Good  your  hearts  make  go  astray, 
Directing  all  your  thoughts  to  vanity  ! 
And  lo !  another  of  those  shining  ones 
Approached  me,  and  its  wish  to  do  me  grace 
Siijiiilii'd  liy  its  splendour  outwardly. 
The  eyes  of  Beatrice  that  were  steadfast  fixed 
Upon  me,  as  before,  with  sweet  assent 
To  my  desire  gave  me  her  approval. 

"Give  to  my  wishes  an  acquittance  swift," 
1  said,  "  O  blessed  soul,  and  proof  afford 

1  Carlu  .>r  Camletl,  tbc  mm  uf  Charla  Muriel, 

1Vt:i  Ui.'  mi, I.  li  U-  ki.-  uiir'lt  H"hfiTtr 


That  unto  tlico  my  thoughts  I  can  reflect." 
On  this  the  light,  as  vet  to  me  unknown, 
"From  out  the  dept.h,  whence  it  before  had  sung, 
Spoke  as  to  one  in  pleasing  whom  it  joyed  ; 
"  Within  that  region  of  the  n  icked  land 
Of  Italy,  that  lies  "twixt  the  Rialto 
And  Brenta's  and  Piava's  fountain  head, 
Rises  a  hill,  which  no  great  height  attains, 
from  which  descended  at  one  time  n  torch' 
That  to  the  plain  great  devastation  bore. 
Both  it  and  I  were  horn  of  the  same  root  ; 
Cumzza  was  I  named,  and  here  I  shine, 
Because  bj  this  star's  rays  I  was  subdued. 
But  in  myself  I  pardon  with  delight 
Tin:  oecasbu  of  this  lot,  nor  grieves  it  me; 
Which  to  your  vulgar  may  seem  marvellous. 

"  Of  this  effulgent  and  most  precious  gem ' 
In  our  heaven,  which  to  me  is  nearest, 
Great  fame  remains,  and  ere  it  pass  away, 
This  hundredth  year  five  times  will  have  recurred  ;  " 
T.cnrtl  thus  that  man  should  strive  for  excellence, 
So  that  his  first  life  may  a  second  leave : 
Of  this  consider  not  the  present  crowd  ' 
Whom  Tngliamcnto  and  Adige  bound. 
Nor  in  affliction  have  repented  yet. 
Soon  will  it  fall  that  Padua  at  the  marsh 
Will  dye  the  water  that  Yiccriza  laves, 
Because  its  people  fiercely  strive  with  right.'' 

1  Eiieli.in  ;  the  (nut  <if  the  Trev^iano,  (In.  nii.  1 10)  «ho  wu 

l.n.lfc.T  t.  it/n.    The  .ituiili.  I'  IE. .lujirm,  lt„-         „f  Li*  la.nilv, 

in  imliratcl  -,  the  Riallo  Iwinj:  |,ut  n,r  Venice. 

1  KuU-.x.f  JIarMiillu!  ;  !1  i.vki.nn.,1   1;.  ,nlti,1,         .  ..;■„  ;iu!  a  ft.ru  a:  ,1  - 

tiiHhup  i  <f  Marseilles. 

•  Tin'  inL.il.itar.lKOf  the  Tirvijl™. 

1  The  defutg  of  the  railnai.s,  lij  Cun  Onnde,  as  h™l  nf  Hie 

Uui'l.'lil.'-  Nr.;.'!!.'.  :it  Vi.'.'li/.-i,  in  1.114,  ami  l^i.T  :iFt-'r"alil>,  jri- 
f..i..t..|J.    Tin-  I  Lit  Lid  ii  in  i'  in  inur*liy  wnr  Vicenw. 
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And  where  Cagnano  with  the  Sile  meets, 

One 'lords  it  now,  and  bears  a  lofty  head,  " 

For  taking  wliom  the  web  is  ere  now  spun. 

Also  the  treason  Feltro  will  lament 

Of  its  ungodly  Pastor,'  so  deformed 

That  for  the  like  to  Malta '  enter  none. 

KNCci'ilini:  measure  must  that  vessel  be. 

Which  of  the  Ferrarese  could  hold  the  blood. 

And  wearied  he  thai  writhed  it  mince  by  ounce. 

Which  by  this  gentle  prolate  was  bestowed 

To  show  his  partisanship  ;  and  such  gifts 

Will  be  accordant  with  that  country's  use.  " 

Above  are  mirrors,  which  ye  have  called  Thrones, 

Reflected  whence  to  us  is  God  in  judgment., 

So  that  these  sentences  are  seen  as  true." 

Here  she  was  silent,  and  to  ine  it  seemed 
She  turned  to  other  matters,  by  the  wheel 
On  which  she  entered  as  she  was  at  first. 
The  other  Joy,  that  now  to  me  was  known. 
Became  a  thing  most  glorious  to  heboid, 
Like  a  fine  ruby  smitten  by  the  sun. 
iiniihfiic^  in  hcDvcii  i.-  arrijiiircd  by  joy 
As  smiles  are  upon  earth  ;  but  glooms  in  hell, 
The  outward  shadow,  as  the  soul  is  sad. 

"  God  can  see  all,  and  thy  sight  enters  Him," 
Said  I,  "  0  blessed  spirit,  so  that  none 
Of  bis  resolves  from  thee  can  be  concealed. 
Wherefore  thy  voice  then,  which  the  heavrns  deli^iil.-, 
liver  in  chanting  with  those  blessed  Flames ' 

■  Riccardn      iJaiiiln.i.  Mi-l  "I"  Ttvvi....,  miin1..tv,I  in  1312. 
■  Tlit  lii-h.i.'if  l-'i'ltr.i,  ivb"i;iivi  ui)  l-i  slauslitcr.  by  tt.t  1'.>V'0''  f"ivcs, 

•  .M:,ll:i,  ,  r  Marin,  a  nlact  «l  tlie  lufce  of  IWscnn,  us«l  V  n  )irian» 
f.  i  i  l.-simtiml  ..tTenders. 

•  Seraphim.  Inbfa,  tI.  2. 


That  of  the  six  wings  have  their  covering, 
To  my  desire  givclll  not  contentment? 
From  then  [  had  not  waited  a  request, 
If  I  could  enter  tliee,  as  thou  canst  me." 

"The largest  hollow  in  which  water  lies,'"' 
Commenced  to  me  on  this  wist.'  Ins  discourse, 
"Except  theoei'.iii  that  gird.-i  round  the  earth. 
Between  its  unlike  shores,  against  the  sun 
So  far  extends,  it  for  meridian  tnkcs 
That  which  did  erst  as  its  horizon  Berre.' 
I  was  a  dweller  on  this  valley's  shores 
'TwUt  Ebro,  and  the  Miiu'rn,  in  short  course 
From  Tuscany  that  parts  the  Genoese. 
With  the  same  rising  and  same  setting  sun. 
Lies  Bnsria,  and  the  land  of  which  was  I, 
Which  one  time  saw  its  harbour  warm  with  blood." 
i'olco,  they  used  to  call  me,  unto  whom 
Was  known  my  appellation  ;  and  this  sphere 
With  me  is  impressed  as  I  was  by  it ; 
For  lielus'  daughter3  was  not  more  consumed, 
When  she  Sickens  ami  Cieu-a  wronged, 
Than  1,  since  when  mine  age  for  it  was  meet ; 
Nor  she  '  of  Ithodope,  who  so  deceived 
Was  by  Pemophoon,  nor  yet  Alcides 
What  time  Iolc  to  bis  heart  he  clasped. 
For  this  we  here  repent  not ;  yet  delight 
Not  in  the  sin,  which  comes  not  into  mind. 
But  in  the  Power  that  governs  and  controls. 

I  A.wnlin«  H  tin-  L(.>..;ra|,l,v  ,.f  tW  time,  t],,i  Mediterranean  »  marlo 
.■imi.I,  fr..m  Wi-.'t  !■■  li.L.I.  aiM«v  .k-ivw  r-f  liMiiitll*!. 

-  Mill-ill.-  i-  lit  .-i.iiillv  .li.rint  fi..i-i  in..ui.li,..f  (!„■  Kl.n.  in 
lin   :LI,'i  tki-  .M;u:;l  ill  h-ik  :  nl.ij   fins  til..'  -;l[1I-  mi.  l  iiliiin  il^  iSi>L'  11 

II  o|i|.i..ilr  r  .n.«t  cf  AlVii;;i.  Tin-  - ]j i II j:ti IIT  ill  till'  j-rt  ff  .Mi.I.rill-:., 
CWr'n  f.,r-.'s.  ii.  .1.  -i.l-l  In'  Lin ™>,  riinrs.  lit  572. 

1  Did".  <  Pkjllii. 
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Such  great  effect?,  and  we  discern  tlic  Good 
By  which  the  upper  rules  the  uniler  world. 

"But  that  ihy  wishes  fully  satisfied 
Thou  mayst  bear  off,  which  in  this  sphere  have  grown,"" 
Farther  discoursing  will  not  be  unmeet. 
Thou  wouldst  be  taught  who  is  within  the  light. 
Which  close  beside  me  is  now  sparkling  seen, 
Like  the  sun's  rays  nn  a  translucent  stream. 
Know  then,  that  in  it  tranquilly  abides 
Rahab,"  and  added  to  our  company 
Is  marked  in  it  as  of  its  highest  grade. 
Up  to  this  sphere,  in  which  the  shadow  ends 
Cast  by  your  earth,'  ere  any  other  soul, 
She  was  exalted  by  the  triumph  of  Christ :  "* 
It  was  most  fit  to  leave  her  as  a  palm. 
Within  some  sphere,  of  the  high  victory. 
With  one  arid  other  hand :  achieved  by  him. 
For  she  assisted  the  first  great  success 
Of  Joshua  upon  that  holy  land 
Which  scarcely  is  remembered  by  the  Pope." 

"Thy  city,  whose  foundation  was  by  him 
Who  first  against  his  Maker  did  rebel. 
Whose  enviousness  has  caused  so  many  tears. 
The  accursed  flower'  bears  and  scatters  round,  ™ 
That  has  the  sheep  led  and  the  lambs  astray, 
liecause  a  wolf  the  shepherd  it  has  made. 
For  this  the  Evangelists  and  Teachers  grtaf 
Are  left  and  in  the  Decretals  alone  1 

'  Ptolemy  mi^.i-  tin:  l.  iuvji  *.i  tin-  l-.jiiI*'-.  ^-Ii^I.im  nM.-l;  1"  tU'  crluf 
of  Venus.  •  Hailed  to  tbe  cn«>. 

*  Wlio  lakes  no  pains  to  recover  it  from  the  Infidels. 

*  Tin-  lilv  mi]Ti-w«l  I'll  the  .-niii  .if  KI'.riTiiv,  ilierv  s:uil  t"  li:iv<-  Wen 
f..|u..[,4  l.y  .-wt.-im  In,,  nil,,  ,1  i]„-  »-..lli=.S,  :-  1  ..fllie  P..)*. 

'  Tlic  nlu.ly  of  the  Serijjtnm!  and  cf  Thenli.ay  il  nczjecte.1  fw  that  of 
the  CmOU  Li». 


Is  rend  as  by  their  margin  may  he  seen. 
On  this  are  Pope  and  Cardinals  intent : 
To  Nazareth  do  not  repair  their  thoughts, 
Where  Gabriel  his  pinions  spread  abroad, 
But  Vatican  and  other  chosen  spots 
In  Rome,  that  have  become  the  sepulchre 
Of  Peter's  soldiery  that  followed  him. 
Soon  will  be  freed  from  this  adultery." 1 


-  JJy  the  rennviil  "f  tin-  IVjU'i  b>  AvjirrniM. 


CANTO  X. 


the  fourth  sniEm:.  r>n  nwieiie  of  the  bun. -the 
THEOLOGIANS.— THOMAS  AQUINAS. 

Contemplating  hia  own  Son  with  that  Love 

Which  from  the  two  eternally  is  breathed, 

The  primal  Majesty  ineffable, 

All  that  is  present  to  the  eye  or  mind, 

Created  in  such  rule  as  cannot  fail 

To  be  pertr.iviril  In  him  iilm  looks  on  it. 

Raise  then,  0  Header,  to  the  lofty  wheels 
Thy  vision  with  me  turned  upon  that  part, 
In  winch  one  motion  on  another  strikes  ;' 
And  here  begin  to  wonder  at  the  art  " 

The  Knn  (it  tic  Ei«inoi|  a  ia  the  |>Uw  wliwf  tli-  Elliptic  ill.r- 
'obHqae  drde"  "ft.  H)  intcrMot*  the  Squtnr. 
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Of  that  JJesiguer  who  iti  himself  loves  it 

So  tli at  he  never  from  it  moves  his  eyes. 

Behold  in  what  way  from  theiice  branches  off 

'Die  oblique  circle  which  the  planets  bears. 

To  satisfy  the  world  which  calls  on  them; 

And  if  its  pathway  li;ul  mil  sloped  aside. 

Much  virtue  in  the  sky  bad  been  in  vain, 

And  as  'twere  dead  all  powers  of  the  earth. 

So,  from  the  straight  path,  greater  or  less  space. 

Had  it  departed,  also  would  have  failed 

The  mundane  scheme  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

Remain  thou.  Reader,  seated  on  thy  bench, 
Thinking  on  that  which  has  foretasted  him, 
If  thou  wouldst  be  delighted  ore  fatigued. 
Before  thee  I  have  set:  feed  thou  thyself; 

The  matter  winch  to  write  I  have  engaged. 

The  mightiest  of  Nature's  ministrants, 
Who  with  the  heavens'  virtues  stamps  the  earth. 
And  with  his  light  mcte3  out  to  it  the  time. 
With  that  part,  which  above  lias  mentioned  been. 
Conjoined,  was  wheeling  in  the  revolutions, 
III  winch  he  earlier  each  day  appears;' 
And  I  was  with  him ;  but  of  the  ascent 
I  was  not  conscious,  more  than  is  a  man, 
Ere  its  arrival,  of  the  first  idea : 
Beatrice  was  it  who  thus  led  me  on 
From  good  to  better,  and  so  suddenly, 
Her  action  could  not  measured  be  by  time. 

Flow  luminous  must  in  its  nature  be, 
What  is  within  the  Sun,  where  now  I  was, 

-'  Rising  Diviner  wrjr  ilav,  fft.T  1i:ivinJ  pumul  the  Vernal  Kquirin 


By  light  conspicuous,  not  by  differing:  hue  ; 

Though  I  invoked  experience,  skill,  and  art. 

Describe  1  could  nut  to  be  understood  ; 

But  it  admits  belief,  and  craves  for  view. 

And  if  imagination  is  too  low 

For  such  sublimity,  it  is  not  strange 

For  never  eye  has  gone  beyond  the  sun. 

Such  in  that  place  was  the  fourth  family 

Of  the  High  Father,  who  for  aye  contents  them, 

Showing  the  Son  bom,  and  the  Spirit  breathed. 

Began  then  Beatrice  :  "O  render  thanks. 
Thanks  to  the  Sun  of  Angels,  who  to  this 
Visible  one  has  raised  thee  by  his  grace." 
No  human  heart  was  ever  more  disposed 
To  worship  ;  or  to  give  itself  to  God 
With  all  its  faculties  was  readier, 
Thau  I  became  on  hearing  of  these  words ; 
And  upon  Him  was  nil  my  love  so  poured, 
Tliii)  Bi'iitriiv  Itmrnllni  was  eclipsed  : 
Nor  this  displeased  her;  for  she  gave  a  smile 
Such  that  the  splendour  of  her  beaming  eyea 
Sly  rapt  attention  turned  to  other  things." 

Then  I  saw  many  shining  and  bright  liirhr- 
About  lis  aa  their  centre  form  a  ring, 
In  voice  e'en  sweeter,  than  in  vision  bright. 
Thus  girdled  round  the  daughter  of  Latoua 
We  may  observe,  what  lime  the  laden  air 
Sustains  the  threads  of  which  her  zone*  is  spun. 
In  heaven's  courts,  from  which  1  have  returned, 
Are  many  jewels  found,  so  rich  and  prized, 
That  from  the  realm  their  export  is  forbidden  ; 
And  of  such  was  I  he  music  i>f  those  lights  : 
Who  wings  provides  not  thither  to  fly  up, 

■  Tin-  lunar  halo. 


May,  from  a  dumb  man,  look  to  hear  of  it. 
Then,  as  they  sung  thus,  these  resplendent  Suns 
Three  tiinua  about  us  did  nil  orbit  make 
Like  those  stars  that  are  near  to  the  fixed  poles  ; 
They  were  as  ladies,  yet  within  the  dance. 
But  who  break  off  to  listen  silently 
Until  they  have  caught  up  the  latest  strain; 
And  thus  by  one  of  them  I  heard  said  :  "  Since 
The  radiance  of  grace,  from  which  is  kindled 

True  Love,  ami  iiL'teru  unls  in  loviii;:  grows, 

Upon  thee  multiplied  so  lustrous  shine, 

That  upwards  they  conduct  thee  by  this  stair. 

Whence  none  descends  that  shall  uot  mount  again  ; 

Whoe'er  would  grudge  thee  from  this  vial  wine 

To  quench  thy  thirst,  no  more  knows  liberty 

Than  water  that  returns  not  to  the  sea. 

Taught  wouldst  thou  be  with  what  flowers  is  adorned 

This  garland,  which  as  it  surrounds  salutes 

The  Lady  fair  who  bears  thee  lo  the  spheres; 

For  me,  I  was  a  lamb  of  that  blest  Hock 

Guided  by  Dominie  upon  that  way, 

Where  llicy  fare  well,  whu  lire  from  vanities. 

He,  that  is  nearest  to  nic  on  my  right. 
My  brother  and  preceptor  was,  and  Albert  ' 
Is  of  Cologne  ;  I  Thomas  of  Aquino.1 

"  If  of  the  others  thou  wouldst  lie  informed,  '" 
i'ollinv  upon  mv  words  with  thy  regards, 
Around  the  blessed  duplet  turning  them. 
That  other  splendour  rises  from  the  joy 
Of  Gratian,"  the  courts  of  either  Law 
Who  so  advanced,  as  pleased  itt  Paradise  : 
And  he,  who  next  to  him  adorns  our  choir, 

'  Albertm  UigDHa,  ri.  12S0. 

*  TIi.-iii.is  Aii.iii.iiH,  ],.  12^4,  il.  1274. 

'  Tliu  turned  Canonist  in  the  century. 


I'.ui.MUsi:. 


That  Peter  was/  who  like  tu  the  poor  widow 
( hfcrnl  liis  treasure  up  to  Holy  Church. 
The  fifth  sheen,  and  moat  beautiful  of  all, 
Such  love  inspires,  that  all  the  human  race 
Below  is  thirsting  to  he  told  of  him. 
Within,  is  that  great  light,"  where  such  profound 
Wisdom  was  given,  that  if  truth  be  truth, 
So  much  to  know  a  second  never  rose. 
Near  him  observe  the  brilliance  of  that  torch ' 
Who  jet  in  earth's  flesh  more  than  others  knew 
Of  angel  nature  and  its  ministry. 
Witiun  that  lesser  splendour  smiles  in  joy 
He,  that  defender'  of  the  Christian  fanes, 
From  whom  Augustine  borrowed  arguments. 
Now  if  the  vision  of  thy  mini!  thou  turn 
From  light  to  light  my  praises  following. 
Before  the  eighth,  desirous  thou  wilt  rest : 
In  vision  of  oil  good,  willun  it  joys 
That  holy  soul/  who  the  world's  vanities 
Makes  manifest  to  him  that  hearkens  well; 
The  body,  from  which  he  was  hunted,  lies 
On  earth  in  Cieldauro ;  he  from  pain 
And  banishment  has  to  this  peace  arrived. 
Farther,  the  glowing  aspiration  note 
Of  Isidor,  of  Iieile,  and  of  that  Richard ' 


l]:!;i.-tit:  TIji  mIm^v  ;  hi  tin:  Impimiil 


"  There  wrus  none,  like  Hi..-.  r,..irl;.T  «ft,;r  iliw  »!ial]  in]  nme  lil 
oik."    1  Kings,  ili.  12. 

■■'  llk.n_v.-Lt]!,  the  At.-..|,ncito  (Aft?  xiii.  in  whose  name,  s 
ill]  tin-  IVI.-.tinl  m.ritn-hv  n_i|H-;irt!.l  in  111,,  4.1.  centurj. 

1  I'rralu.  (ifmhiib,  [(„■  cin[..!.„i  lii.t..i.;,i]  ,.f  the  world,  vho  « 
the  Sih  omtuij. 

1  lu-tiiius,  «iiiii..r  <.riii.-  fMiiK.iai:  r  i'iii]™,|,i.);  „■}„,  wu* 

pat  to  dtsth  l]J  order  t.]'  -ri-.-  Li,  .._.;-..  nm]  lim-iuil  nl  Puvia, 

tljiir..(i  ..fSt,  IVI.r,  c.illr.1  Ci..|(lnuro. 
3  Isidor,  AtvliliisOiop  of  Neville,  (1.  ABO.— The  VenomMe  Mi, 
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Whose  contemplations  were  above  a  man's. 

That,  from  which  towards  mc  are  your  glances  thrown, 

Is  a  soul's  light,  to  whom  in  meditations 

Of  heaviness,  death  tardy  seemed  to  be. 

That  is  the  light  eternc  of  Sigicr,1 

Who,  as  he  lectured  in  the  Street  of  Straw, 

Id  syllogisms  came  on  bitter  truths." 

Then  like  the  horologe  that  summons  gives 
What  hour  rises  up  the  Bride  of  God,  '* 
To  pray  for  love,  in  matins  to  her  Spouse, 
Which  drives  and  urges  on  its  various  parts, 
Chiming  forth  Tin,  tin,  in  such  sweetened  tones. 
As  every  pious  soul  must  lill  with  love  j 
On  such  wise  I  beheld  the  glorious  wheel 
Move  and  give  voice  for  voice  in  tempering. 
And  sweetness,  such  as  cannot  be  contrived, 
l)ut  in  that  place  where  joy  is  eternized. 

.1.  73S.  ttictiant,  cation  \A  SI.  Vi.M.ir  at  l'.ris,  :>  im  ,tj«i]  lliO"li-i:i:u:. 
J.  1173. 

'  l'r.,f,^,r,  i„  Uk-  .v„1mv,  in  II,,'  rnivcKilv  of  C»ri<,  th.'u 

liuld  in  the  Rut  du  Fa-am,  of  strut  it  lira*. 
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CANTO  XI. 


THOMAS  AQUINAS  (A  DOHIHICANJ  RELATES  THE  LIVE 

Oh  !  how  insensate  are  the  cares  of  men, 
How  insufficient  are  the  arguments 
Uv  which  your  pinions  iti  low  flights  ye  use  ! 
Some  on  the  laws,  some  on  the  aphorisms  1 
Were  hiiMcil,  sonic  the  priwlhond  ffillowinjr, 


'  Tht  A  ],  In, rim  it  ..f  tlijifia-niU's  ;         !<••  lin  rtiuK  nf  I 


I'AIiAI.ISK. 


Some  governing  by  sophisms  or  force, 

Some  plundering,  some  on  civil  cares  intent, 

Some  by  the  pleasures  of  (lie  flesh  possessed 

Were  sated,  some  to  indolence  resigned ; 

While  I,  from  nil  I  he.*:  iuhiiits  i  list n Unfiled,  1 

Was  to  tlie  heavens  raised  with  lieatrice. 

Received  in  them  in  manner  glorious. 

Soon  ns  eacli  one  of  them  returned  to  that 
Point  of  the  circle,  where  at  first  he  was 
Fixed  as  a  candle  in  the  candlestick ; 
1  was  aware  that  withinsidc  that  light 
Which  first  had  spoken  to  me,  with  a  sinile 
As  it  grew  brighter,  thus  was  it  commenced. 

"Even  as  1  am  kindled  by  its  rays, 
So  when  I  look  upon  the  Light  Eternal, 
I  can  discern  the  matter  of  your  thoughts : 
You  doubt,  and  are  desirous  to  have  cleared 
In  such  explicit  and  enlarged  discourse 
Ar  ti'r:  vour  understanding,  what  I  said 
When  I  employed  the  words  :  'where  they  fare  well,' 
And  when  1  said  :  '  A  second  never  rose ' 
And  here  of  nice  distinction  there  is  need. 

"The  Providence  (which  rules  the  universe, 
With  counsels  such  that  every  intellect 
Create  is  baffled  ere  it  sounds  their  depths)  ' 
In  order  that  towards  his  love  might  come, 
The  Bride'  of  Him,  who  with  a  piercing  cry 
In  spousals  took  her  with  his  blessed  blood, 
Firm  in  herself,  and  with  more  faith  in  him. 
Two  captains  for  her  service  has  ordained, 
On  either  side  to  be  to  her  as  guides. 

■  P.i.  x.  90ii.il  '  The  church. 


One '  all  seraphic  was  in  ardent  love  ; 

The  other'  was  fur  wisdom  on  the  earth 

A  radiation  of  chemlric  light. 

Of  one  will  1  relate  ;  since  of  t!)C  two 

He  speaks  who  praise*  one,  whidie'cr  he  lakes, 

Because  their  labours  were  for  the  same  end. 

"  Hetween  'i'upino,'  and  the  stream  that  flows 
From  the  hill  chosen  by  the  blest  Ubahlo, 
A  fertile  slope  of  lofty  mountain  hangs. 
From  which  Perugia  feels  the  heat  and  cold 
Through  Porta  Sole;  1  and  behind  it  mourn 
Noccra  and  Cuiddo  its  bleak  ridge. 
From  forth  that  side  of  this  on  winch  it  breaks 
Its  steepness  most,  a  Sun  rose  on  the  world, 
Like  this,  what  time  he  rises  from  the  Gauges : 
Wherefore  let  those  who  wish  to  name  this  place, 
Not  say  Assisi,  which  would  little  tell, 
liut  say  'The  East'  if  they  would  speak  aright. 

"  lie  from  his  r isi n tr  «  a*  not  far  advanced, 
Ere  be  began  to  make  the  earth  aware 
Of  benefit  from  his  great  piety  ; 
He  yet  a  boy  that  maiden  in  despite 
Of  father  courted,  lor  whom  as  for  death, 
The  gates  of  pleasure  never  are  unbarred  : 
And  in  face  of  his  spiritual  court. 
And  in  bis  father';,  presence  married  her, 
Then  day  by  day  be  ever  loved  her  more ; 
She,  widowed  of  (he  first "  that  was  her  Spouse, 
Obscure  and  scorned,  eleven  hundred  years 

*  St.  Pxuan.  *  St.  lAiwinic, 

*  Aonifit  is  dCMTi'iol,   :l-  kins  Ji  1  hit-  Til]>iil".  III.:  Clii:i. 

Iwliirll  ti-.-i  ,„:„   (iuM.i.1,    -f  ,vlii,-U  Si.  I.i.l„,|,l  L  :m.] 

I(.ivi:u  ['i'rii--i-i  t"  111'.'  »-.^r  ;  N"l-.t:i  ilil<I  <ui:J.l".  un  lln-  il.irjk 

ttie  A|4iiuint?s  to  the  mirth -Hist. 

'  The  wuilnrn  gate  of  Femgiit.  "  ■  Cbriit. 


guv  xi.  PABADI3K,  UJ 

Until  his  time  remained  bj  all  unsought ; 

Nought  it  availed  her  to  be  known  unshaken. 

When  with  Amychis/  at  his  voice's  sound 

"Who  had  struck  terror  over  all  the  world : 

Nothing  availed  such  strength  and  constancy  " 

That,  what  time  Mary  at  the  foot  remained. 

She  was  uplifted  to  the  cross  with  Christ. 

But  lest  my  meaning  should  be  too  involved, 

Francis  and  Poverty  these  loving  ones 

Thou  mayst  collect  to  be  from  my  long  strain. 

Their  concord,  and  their  happy  countenance. 

Love,  admiration,  and  regardings  fond. 

Turned  to  occasion  of  religious  thoughts ; 

And  thus  it  was  that  venerable  Bernard  1 

First  bared  the  foot  and  after  such  great  peace  " 

Ban,  and  the  while  he  ran  the  time  seemed  flow. 

O  wealth  uncounted,  true  prosperity  ! 

Egidius  and  Silvester '  bared  the  foot, 

Following  this  bridegroom;  so  well  pleased  the  bride  ! 

Onwards  advanced  this  Father  and  this  Chief 

With  his  espoused  one  and  that  farailv 

Who  by  the  lowly  halter '  were  now  led ; 

Nor  did  a  coward  heart  e'er  sink  his  brow 

As  being  Pietro  Barnadone's  *  son. 

Nor  that  he  lived  in  wondrous  sort  despised  ;  " 

But  royally  his  arduous  enterprise 

To  Innocent  he  showed,  and  won  from  him 

His  Order's  earliest  acknowledgement. 

After,  the  scli'-dmiying  b;i:ul  increased, 

Following  him  whose  admirable  life 

Were  best  snug  in  Ihe  glory  of  the  heavens, 

»  Tlie  now  li*ti,.n;i:in  w!  uni.il  Jnlin*  (V,sr  fimii  Kj.irus  1"  Ilaly. 

See  Luca...  Phan.  AST. 

'  Iknierd  uf  (Juii.tni-ril^.  tin;  liivl  .Wipli;  urst.  Fraiici*. 
•  lltl-cr  ,-.,tU  lEiKi^k-H. 
■  The  Bird  of  St.  Francis. 
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Invested  with  a  second  coronal 

Was  by  Honoring,'  through  (lie  Eternal  Will, 

The  holy  purpose  of  this  Archimandrite. 

Afterwards,  in  the  thirst  of  martyrdom, 

Before  the  haughty  presence  of  the  Soldau 

He  and  the  men  who  followed  him  preached  Christ, 

And  for  conversion  when  he  found  unripe 

Tluit  people,  not  to  spend  his  time  in  vain, 

For  fruit  returned  he  of  the  Italian  plant. 

Oil  a  rude  rock  *  'twixt  Tiber  and  the  Arno 

ItYeeived  lie  tin:  hist  stigmata  of  Christ, 

That  w  ere  for  two  years  on  his  members  borne. 

When  Him,  who  destined  him  for  so  much  good, 

It  pleased  to  raise  him  to  the  recompencc 

Due  to  his  choice  to  be  of  low  estate ; 

Unto  his  brethren,  as  to  his  lawful  heirs, 

Commended  he  his  well-beloved  spouse, 

Enjoining  them  to  love  her  faithfully  ; 

And  from  her  bosom  his  illustrious  soul 

Desired  to  fly,  returning  to  its  realm, 

Nor  funeral  pomp  desired  for  his  corpse. 

"  Reflect  now  who  should  he  be  that  were  meet 
Comrade  of  his  to  navigate  the  ship 
Of  Peter  in  deep  seas  on  the  right  course  : 
And  thou  w  ilt  light  upon  our  Patriarch  j 
For  whoso  follows  him  as  he  commands, 
Will  find  that  he  embarks  good  merchandize. 
But  now  his  flock  for  novel  pasturage 
So  greedy  is  become,  it  cannot  fail 


But  many  will  on  different  paths  diverge) 


At 
Ai 


ich  the  sheep  in  wandering 
him  farther  stray  away. 


in  .riii.  Snl  O'lilirmnl  tW  j-wlLii],  sivtri  t..  IIjl-  .mlur  nl.-r. 
Pop*  Inni«a>tt  Sri. 

in  the  A(«nninea,  nrar  Chiusi  in  Ibc  (,'iMntino, 


Tty  so  much  milklcss  they  rcseek  the  fold. 
Truly  there  are  some  who  these  losses  fear. 
Ami  to  the  shepherd  cling ;  but  these  so  few, 
That  little  cloth  would  furnish  them  with  cowls. 

"  Now  if  my  words  have  not  appeared  obscure, 
If  thine  attention  ho3  been  duly  lent, 
And  my  discourse  thou  bring  to  memory, 
Partly  thy  wishes  will  have  been  fulfilled. 
Knowing  the  tree  from  which  1  have  been  hewing, 
And  the  Corregier'  will  understand, 
'  Where  they  faro  well,  who  ilec  from  vanities.' " 

-ui  i  vt-.i  agninst  lije  ■Iv.j-.iifLTLL-)-  ill'  liis.iriler.    !vt  I'll.  1.  fill. 


CANTO  XII. 


nONAVF.NTUHA    t\    FRANCISCAN)    RELATES  THE  LIFE 

So  sooa  as  his  concluding  syllables 
The  flume  beatified  began  to  speak, 
Commenced  its  revolution  the  blest  wheel ; 
lint  it  had  not  made  one  entire  circuit 
Before  another  circle  round  it  wheeled. 
Motion  to  motion  adding,  song  to  song ; 
Song  that  our  Muses  iliil  as  inueli  surpass 
And  Sirens,  in  those  dulcet  instruments, 
As  docs  the  primal  the  reflected  ray. 

Like  as  arc  reared  within  a  tender  cloud 
Two  parallel  and  self-same  coloured  bows, 
When  Juno  to  her  handmaid  gives  commands, 
The  outer  from  the  inner  tjiking  rise, 
Like  the  discourse  of  that  fair  wanderer1 
That  was  dissolved  by  love,  as  mists  by  Sol ; 
And  which  remind  the  nations  upon  earth, 
liy  the  pact  st;d>lished  between  (iod  and  Noah, 
That  never  more  the  world  shall  bo  in  flood  ; 


The  nymph  Retin.    OviH.  Met  01.  MS. 


Iii  such  wise,  of  those  l  oses  sempiternal 
The  garlands  twain  about  us  did  revolve, 
And  echoed  thus  the  outermost  the  inner. 

After  this  dance  and  other  great  rejoicing, 
As  well  in  singing  as  in  radiance 
Of  lights  with  lights  exulting  and  in  joy  ; 
Together,  with  one  will  they  came  to  rest, 
E'en  as  the  eyes  which  at  the  moving  will 
Together  must  be  opened  and  be  shut. 
Prom  out  the  heart  of  one  of  these  new  lights 
A  voice  came,  which  as  needle  to  the  pole-star. 
Seemed  to  attract  me  to  the  place  it  held ; 
And  thus  began:  "The  love  which  makes  me  shine 
To  speech  impels  mc  of  the  other  Chief, 
Through  whom  of  mine  so  well  has  here  been  said. 
Fitting  it  is,  where  one  leads  on  the  other, 
That  as  the  two  together  have  made  war, 
Together  so  their  glory  should  shine  forth. 

"  Christ's  army  which  at  such  o  heavy  price 
It  cost  to  refit,  following  his  standard 
Marched  wearily,  distrustful  and  but  few ; 
When  the  Commander  who  for  ever  reigns, 
Provideil  for  his  soldiers  in  their  need. 
Of  grace  alone,  and  not  for  their  deserts; 
And,  as  has  been  said,  hastened  to  his  spouse 
With  champions  twain,  at  whose  address  anil  dceils 
The  people  rallied  from  their  wanderings. 

"Towards  that  quarter,  from  which  blows  to  open 
The  novel  foliage  the  zephyr  sweet 
Whence  Europe  finds  herself  attired  anew, 
And  not  far  from  the  beating  of  the  waves. 
Behind  which  in  the  time  of  his  long  course 
The  sun  is  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  men. 
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Lies  Oallarogn,'  much  by  fortune  blest. 

Under  protection  of  the  mighty  shield 

In  which  tiie  lion  stands  above  and  under ; 

And  here  was  born  the  loving  cavalier 

Of  Christian  Faith,  the  athlete  sanctified, 

Fond  to  his  own,  and  dreadful  to  his  foes ; 

And,  soon  as  fashioned,  so  replete  Iwiitur 

His  mind  with  powers  of  divinity, 

That  yet  unborn,  his  mother  prophesied.'  *° 

After  the  ritual  had  been  fulfilled 

'Timt  Faith  and  him  before  the  sacred  font, 

Pledging  each  other  mutual  support. 

The  lady,  who  for  him  gave  the  assent, 

Saw  in  a  dream  '  Hie  admirable  fruit 

That  was  to  issue  from  him  and  his  heirs : 

And  that  Ids  qualities  might  be  proclaimed, 

From  hence  a  Spirit  moved  to  give  the  name 

Possessively  expressing  whose  he  was  ; 

He  was  called  Dominie ; '  I  speak  of  him 

As  of  a  tiller  of  the  earth  whom  Christ 

To  his  own  vineyard  called  to  be  liis  aid. 

Well  was  he  seen  Christ's  friend  and  messenger, 

For  the  first  act  of  love  in  him  observed. 

Obeyed  the  cliicfcst.  prteepi '  left  by  Christ. 

Waking  and  silent  was  he  oftentimes 

Upon  the  ground  discovered  by  his  nurse. 

As  if  he  said  :  For  this  end  am  I  come. 

*  Ni>w  Cnkln.mi,  in  Old  Caatili-,  describ-n]  hi  being  ill  thnt  part  of 
\V,-M,  wWrv  (],.■  mn  m  -.ti  (fr..m  Italy i  t->  .<t  in  sihihiht.  "1,-n 

.  ,'.,lii-c  nk.vt  tlic  horimn  il  tho  Impart.  Inth.'r.ival  an:,i .  J  l^.  -Lil. 
■  I  I,.  Hi.  !!].■  li'.n  i-.  <|;i;ir1.T,.l  ni-.li   tin-  ,MM.lp  :        1 3 1 n. t,  i»l  .nil-  Mill'  "f 

e  ehJcld,  the  lion  is  nlm-*,  and  «ti  tin'  -iIkt,  1»      the  raurtle. 

'        i.i.itli.r  Jr.-.in..  J  tl.:,t  slip  »1i.,iiH  hririL-  f-r-]:     I. lack  and  white 

C.  with  a  lighted  torch  in  his  mouth  :  signifying  Uip  huhil  of  the  order 

'  Hi-  Lv-,3urir ji.-i-  ,llvarii,-i  in'  •.li.ilM  knv  .1  :        .ti  iii.H  l.  li'l  I.  aad 

tl,.-  I.n.-k  ..[  Iim   k,  wl„.|:,v  Hi,-  K:i,I  run!  YV.-.1  w,T.'  il  Imai  .1. 

-  [>,. minion*.  l.l.T.ciii;  t...  the  Lord. 

*  "lie,  and  soli  thnt  Minn  hn-.t.  :m.l  civ  v,  thepnar.'-    Mutt.  »i.  2). 


Digitized  by  Google 


Felix,  most  truly  was  his  father  named, 

Most  truly  too  his  mother  was  Johanna,1 

If  its  interpretation  be  correct. 

Not  for  world's  goods,  for  which  men  labour  now, 

Following  Ostienae  and  Taddeo/ 

But  for  affection  of  the  manna  true, 

He  grew  a  mighty  teacher  in  short  time, 

And  he  beeau  to  cultivate  the  vine 

That  withers  soon  if  by  a  sluggard  dressed  ; 

And  from  the  Seat,'  (which  one  time  was  benign 

To  the  just  poor,  ;md  this  not  its  own  act, 

But  his  who  fills  it,  and  degenerates ;) 

No  dispensations  of  a  part  for  all, 

No  turn  of  the  first  vacant  benefice, 

JVtffl  ihyinlil',  qui,:  Mill/ p,il>pt:rvm  Dei,' 

lti'ii;:iii<ii-i]  lie,  liul  Viiiiirif  llit;  erring  world 

Licence  to  join  in  battle  with  that  seed 

Whence  sprung  the  (wicu  twidvt:  plants 1  which  eirole  thee. 

With  learning  afterwards  no  less  than  seal 

In  his  apostle's  office  he  advanced, 

Like  to  a  torrent  urged  by  springs  from  high  ; 

And  'gainst  the  roots  herd  iral  he  ilung 

Ever  his  veliemeiicu  wiih  rrivuler  might 

Where  the  resistance  was  the  sturdiest : 

Then  was  he  parted  into  divers  rills, 

By  which  the  catholic  garden  was  kept  moist, 

So  that,  its  trees  might  !;row  more  flourishing. 

"  If  such  was  one  wheel  of  the  chariot 
from  which  the  Holy  Church  her  warfare  wages 


(,  mid  in  CjUilu. 
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And  quells  in  battle  field  her  civil  strifes, 

Fitting  it  is  that  should  be  shown  to  thee 

The  merits  of  the  other,  of  whom  Thomas  "" 

Before  ray  coming  was  so  courteous. 

But  the  wheel's  track,  left  by  the  upper  part 

Of  its  circumference,  abandoned  is, 

And  there  is  mustiness  where  once  was  wine. 

His  family,  that  one  time  walked  so  straight 

With  feet  in  his  steps  planted,  is  so  turned, 

That  it  reversely  in  his  foot  prints  walks  ; 

And  soon  may  it  expect  the  harvesting 

Of  that  bad  culturagc,  what  time  the  tares 

Will  weep  to  find  the  barn  denied  to  them.  "° 

This  I  affirm;  who  searches  leaf  hj  leaf 

Within  our  volume,  may  yet  find  a  page 

Where  may  be  read  :  I  am  as  I  was  wont : 

liut  not  in  Casid  or  iii  .\ci|tins[iarta,  1 

Whence  there  arose  such  readers  of  his  Rules 

That  one  evaded  them,  the  other  strained. 

"I  am  the  living  part  of  Bonaveuture' 
Of  Bagnoregio,  who  to  high  employ 
Ever  postponed  all  secondary  cares. 
Near  arc  Illiiminato  and  Agostin,"  m 
Who  were  aiuoni:  (lie  lirsl  barefooted  poor, 
That  in  the  girdle  were  beloved  of  God : 
There  too  with  Ihem  is  Hugo  of  Saint- Victor,' 
Peter  Maiigiadorc,  and  Spanish  Peter,' 

1  Cauls  in  Piedmont  »hsro  the  Fraricinniri  rule  n-as  enforced  »ith 
escessivc   ris-itir  tiy    tTl«rti«o ;    mid  Ac.iMU'jisrtn,  njii.-li  ilie 

I  anl ii.il  .V-.(ii:i--  aria  lint  lii-  rill-.  »U  n.  I i . n.  i-.i]  nf  the  order,  anil 
u  mnch  n-laied  it 

•  li  .navcninr.-  «■:■<  (feiipml  of  the  Hrsneimirw,  I,.  12*21  ;  d.  12T<. 

'■  A  1, ;',[.„. I  (ln.,,1., .-;:!„  ,.f  1'ariii,  d.  1140. 

■  IVii-iih  r..  >.„«(.,  r,  nni.-vl.-aVlirJil  lii-frim.  .1  !  If  =  -1Vfv  •■■fSj.iin 
Ira™  Pope  u  .Mm  21«t.  tL  1577. 


Who  still  mi  liiirMi  shines  in  Ins  volumes  twelve  ; 

Nathan  the  prophet,  metropolitan 

Chrysostom,"  and  Anselm,'  and  Dooatus,' 

Who  to  the  first  art.  stooped  to  put  his  hand; 

Kalian  '  is  there,  and  flitters  ;it  my  side 

The  abbot  Joachim  1  of  Calabria 

Who  with  prophetic  spirit  was  endowed. 

Ho  great  a  pnladin  to  celebrate 

Persuaded  me  the  loving  courtesy 

Of  brother  Thomaa,  am!  his  wise  discourse  j 

And  with  me     this  conipjuiy  did  move." 

'  UetnnHlHu  "fContUiutinople. 

1  The  writer  .if  ill,'  D.th  punmsr  in  g*  intlie  middle  ngei. 
:  KnUmnn  Mnnrtis,  Aivhlihli.ij.  i.f  Miiwncn,  ii  great  eeclesinfl 
iiTiicr  :if  tlic  lllli  century. 
■    1  Abkit  of  Flora,  in  tho  12th  century. 


CANTO  XIII. 


TUnHlS  AQl'INAS    DISCI XttliKH  Of    ADAM,  CHRIST, 

Lift  him  imagine  who  desires  to  know 
Awl  keep  the  image  of  what  now  I  saw, 
Firm  as  a  rock,  the  while  X  tell  my  tale, 
The  fifteen  stars  which  in  tlieit  various  tracts 
The  heavens  vivifj  with  such  a  light 
As  bursts  through  :ill  the  <ib>l;nlis  nl'  ■ 
That  Wain  imagine,  unto  whom,  the  lap 
Of  our  own  aky  suffices  day  and  niglit, 
So  that  St  sink's  not  as  it  wheels  around  ; 
Imagine  the  wide  opening  of  that  horn, 
Commencing  in  tbe  axle'n  very  [mint 
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On  which  tlii!  firai  sphere  is  around  us  borne  '— 
To  be  arranged  in  two  signs  in  the  sky, 
Itcscmbling  that  wliioli  Minns'  daughter 1  formed 
What  time  she  felt  the  iriness  of  death  j 
Tlie  rays  of  one  within  the  other  held, 
Ami  both  of  them  rotating  in  such  wise, 
That  forwards  one,  the  otlier  backwards  moved ; 
A  nil  lie  will  have  rnme  shadow  of  the  true 
Figure  of  star.--,  nud  of  I  lie  double  dance, 
"Which  circled  round  the  point  I  occupied  : 
For  it  as  much  outstrips  experience, 
As  outstrip] lint;  llic  motion  of  Chiana1 
That  heaven  moves  which  urges  all  the  rest. 

No  Bacchic  chant  nor  Pteatl  hero  tliey  sing, 
!lul  in  Divine  c\^k'iice  Persons  Three, 
And  in  One  Person,  God  and  man  conjoined. 

Fulfilled  its  round  their  dancing  and  their  song 
And  paused  to  look  on  us  those  holy  lights, 
Happy  in  hlcsl  variety  of  joy. 

Thereon  the  light,  from  which  the  wondrous  life 

And  said  to  me:  "Since  one  car  is  thrashed  out, 
Already  since  its  grain  is  garnered  up, 
To  thrash  the  other  now  invites  sweet  love. 
You  think  that  in  the  breast  from  which  the  rib 
Was  taken  out  In  fashion  the  f;iir  cheeks 
Of  her  whose  palate  cost  the  world  so  dear, 

1  The  t»™tj-r..lir  light*  ;t  liie  lw<>  mi.vinC  ciivl™  nrc  binpind  to 
MVen  uf  ilit  l.riuhi-«t-  i-mih  ft,.iu  nil  ].i,rls  "f  l)m  ;  t">  tltewven 
.tur*  ,.f  III.-  (ir.'iit  IS-  in-  ;  rn,.1  Ti.idi:  star-  ■■[  tin-  [.-wr  ]W,  ivhicli 
an-  fU  lW  nn.iith  .ir  ..|<Mi„-  „f  tl„-  l,..ni,  it,  which  liaure  the  ulnrs  „f 
Ihi,t,i,.i,.(,.|]„ti.,n  iin'^mpi!  ;  thf  I'.!-  St.-ir  1-itijj  Mil*  [Kjiut. 

N,.,l'h.Tii  IY,'.»„.    n,i,l.  M.I.  viii.  177. 
1  TV  Blngpeh  river  in  Tiiwiinr. 
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And  within  that,  which  by  the  spear  n 
(Anil  1  lien  and  after  such  atonement  n 
As  weighs  against  the  scale  of  every  ci 
i'iir  as  lo  human  nature  is  allowed 

By'lhat  Power  winch  created  both  of  t 


And  thou  wilt  hud  tliat  my  words  and  tliy  thou: 
Hear  on  the  truth  as  centre  on  the  circle. 

"  All  that  immortal,  all  that  mortal  is, 
Is  nought  else  but  the  radiance  of  that  Mind 
W  hich  did  beget  our  Saviour  in  its  love ; 
Because  the  living  Light,  which  so  streams  forti 
From  its  bright  Source,  that  ne'er  it  disunites 

In  its  own 'goodness  doth  unite  its  rays. 
Like  as  if  mirrored,  on  nine  Substances, 
Itself  el 
Thence  it  d 
Downwards  from  w 
That  it  m 
And  by  c< 

With  or  without  seed  by  (lie  moving  heaven. 
Their  clemmls  and  their  development 
Constant  are  not,  and  therefore  from  the  mould 
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Ideal  they  gain  less  or  greater  light ; 

From  which  it  happens  that  the  self-same  tree, 

After  its  kind,  bears  worse  or  better  fruit, 

And  ye  of  differing  genius  are  born. 

Wholly  developed  if  the  matter  were, 

And  had  the  sky  its  highest  potency, 

The  entire  brilliance  of  the  mould  were  seen  : 

But  nature  sheds  it  ever  on  the  wane, 

Doing  her  work  like  an  artificer. 

Skilled  in  his  art,  but  with  n  trembling  hand. 

Therefore  where  fervent  Love  the  unerring  sight 

Of  the  Erst  Power  disposes  and  imprints, 

Entire  perfection  may  be  then  attained : 

Thus  at  the  first  was  clay  made  capable 

Of  highest  animal  perfect ionmcnt ; 

The  Virgin  also  thus  became  with  child. 

For  this  cause  your  opinion  I  commend  : 

Since  human  nature  never  yet  bus  been 

Nor  will  be  such  a-  in  those  persons  twain.* 

«  If  I  now  somewhat  further  did  not  go— 
How  then  without  an  equal  was  this  man? — 
Would  be  the  first  commencing  of  your  words, 
iiut,  that  what  now  is  dark  may  plain  appear, 
Think  what  he  was,  and  him  what  reason  moved 
In  his  demand,  when  lie  was  bid  to  ask.: 
I  have  not  spoken  st>,  1ml.  that  thou  mayst 
Perceive  he  was  the  King  who  asked  for  Wisdom, 
That  lie  might  be  a  monarch  worthily  : 
Not  knowledge  of  the  numbers  which  attain 

'I'll*:  angels,  nor  if  self-existent  truths, 
Joined  with  contingent  will  be  self-existcut, 


I'AKAIHSK. 


Non  si  es!  dare primttm  molttn  ewe,' 
Nor  if  in  semicircle  can  be  drawn 
A  triangle  that  1ms  not  ii  right  angle. 
Whence  if  you  note  what  I  have  said  and  tliis, 
As  king,  his  wisdom  tliou  wilt  lind  unmatehed, 
And  to  this  Hew  llii'  arrow  of  my  Ihouglits. 
And  to  the  word  'rose  "  if  you  clearly  look, 
You  will  perceive  it.  only  lias  regard 
To  kings ;  of  whom  are  ninny,  hut  few  good. 
With  this  distinction  you  will  take  my  words ; 
And  thus  they  are  consistent  with  Your  creed 
Of  the  first  parent,  and  of  our  Delight. 
And  this  should  he  ils  lead  upon  thy  feet, 
To  make  thee  move  slow,  like  a  wearied  man, 
To  ayes  and  noes  thou  dost  not  well  discern  ; 
Because  among  tin1  foolish  lie  ranks  low, 
Without  distinction  who  denies  or  prove.-, 
As  well  in  one  as  in  another  place; 
For  he  encounters  what  will  oft  ensnare 
His  heedless  judgment  into  a  false  path. 
And  then  his  self-love  hinds  his  intellect. 
Far  worse  than  empty  from  the  bank  departs, 
Not  such  returning  as  when  forth  he  went, 
Who  for  truth  fishes  hut  has  not  the  skill; 
And  to  the  world  of  this  arc  open  proofs 
I'arineiiidts,  Molissiis,  Brvsou,' and  the  rest, 
Who  moved  alone,  hut  whither  did  not  know; 
Thus  did  Sabclliu's,  Anus,"  and  those  fools 
Who  to  the  Holy  Scriptures  were  as  swords, 
I  Hi-figuring  their  well-marked  lineaments. 
Let  not  the  people  e'er  he  too  secure 
In  judgment,  like  to  liini  who  estimates 

"  Nuti/Bntt  turn  la  a  pustulate.  ■  IV  v  1H, 

1  Fat  u  iartHiin.  <>r  Hunt  iilillw^Jien  "lui  h*td  erronwli 

:  loWiUKM  of  Christian  bemiica. 


His  hiirvcsl  in  tin'  lifkls  trt  it  he  ripe; 

For  I  have  walclm!  f  hi'  livelimg  ivinti-r  through 

The  briar  prickly  and  forbidding  seen, 

That  afterwards  bore  roses  oil  ils  top ; 

And  I  have  seen  the  tall  mid  rapid  ship 

Course  o'er  the  waters  her  entire  voyage 

At  last  to  perish  at  the  harbour's  tuoutli. 

Let  not  think  Monna  Bertha  nor  Ser  Martin' 

Because  they  see  one  thieve,  and  one  give  alius, 

That  they  can  look  within  God's  purposes  ; 

Exalted  one  may  be ;  the  other  fall." 

a  Put  fur  "thin  ur  Unit  footfall  ]«r*ra.-" 


Digitized  by  Google 


CANTO  XIV. 


MIJMIMWJ— ASCBSTTO  THK  KPKTH  SPHERE,  Oil  Bl'HERK  OK  MARS. 
— TUE  CROSS  OK  CHRIST. -THE  BOLUIKRB  OF  THE  FA1T1L 

I'iloji  rim  to  centre,  anil  from  that  to  rim 
In  a  round  vessel  docs  the  water  move. 
As  it  is  struck  within  or  from  without : 
Unto  in y  fancy  suddenly  occurred 
This  which  I  mention,  soon  as  silent  was 
The  glorified  existence  of  St.  Thomas, 
I'rom  the  similitude  which  this  thins;  bore 
To  his  discourse  and  that  of  Beatrice,1 
Whom,  after  him,  it  pleased  thus  to  be-in : 

"This  man  dc.-in:-,  ;il!lioii^]i  lit  tells  you  not  "' 
Either  by  voice,  or  by  his  inward  thoughts, 
To  reach  the  origin  of  another  truth. 
Inform  him  if  the  light  with  which  is  wreathed 
Your  being,  coupled  with  you  will  abide 
for  all  eternity  us  now  it  is; 
And  if  abiding,  say  how,  afterwards, 
What  time  ve  visibly  slull  he  restored, 
It  will  not  give  you  pain  to  look  on  it." 

1   'I:, F:  sju.k'iti;:  1'lMlu  [[■.■  ,-i':,1iv,  C l-i i.-   .triii--  f|,  in  lIjl:  <-ilviLJIL(Vli!U,v  i.l 


As  by  increasing  pleasure  urged  and  sped, 
'Twill  happen  that  the  circlers  in  a  dance 
Their  voices  raise  and  animate  their  steps : 
So  ;il  this  courteous  aud  devout  request, 
The  holy  circles  new  enjoyment  showed 
[n  their  gyrations,  and  their  wondrous  song. 
Whoso  laments  his  dying  upon  earth 
To  live  in  heaven,  has  not  in  it  seen 
The  freshening  of  the  eternal  dews. 

"The  One,  and  Two,  and  Three  Unit  ever  live. 
And  reign  for  ever  in  Three,  Two,  and  One, 
Uucircu inscribed,  and  all  things  circumscribing;  " 
Three  times  by  every  one  was  chanted  forth 
Amoiiir  those  souls,  with  such  a  melody, 
As  for  all  merit  would  be  full  reward  : 
And  I  heard  from  the  light  *  the  most  divine 
Within  the  lesser  circle  a  still  voice, 
Such  as  the  angel's  haply  was  to  SJarv, 
Reply  to  me  :  "  So  long  as  lasts  the  feast 
Of  Paradise,  for  so  long  shall  our  love 
Irradiate  about  us  such  a  vest  : 
Its  brightness  follows  on  our  fervency, 
Our  fervency  our  Vision;  which  is  much 
As  grace  beyond  its  own  power  grants  to  ii. 
What  lime  our  glorified  aud  holy  flesh 
Shall  be  again  put  on  us,  then  our  forms 
Will  be  more  pleasing  in  their  entirety ; 
Whence  will  increase  what  on  us  has  bestowed 
Of  Ins  free  given  light  the  Good  Supreme, 
The  light  which  fits  us  for  beholding  him. 
Hence,  it  must  be,  the  Vision  will  increase. 
Increase  the  fervency  by  that  inflamed, 
Increase  the  radiance  which  from  this  flows  : 


Bui  like  as  dmviiiil  iliat  aivts  out  a  flame, 
Ami  ill  its  glowing  white  surpasses  it 
So,  that  its  own  ap]ic;i  ranee  it  asserts; 
Thus  will  the  fulgence  which  now  circles  us, 
He  ovcrenmc  in  bii^'iilnesH  by  (lie  flesh 
Which  now  on  earth  is  covered  by  tlic  mould ; 
Nor  will  so  much  light  overpower  us, 
lieeause  llic  body's  organs  will  be  strong 
For  everything  that  brings  with  it  delight." 

So  prompt  and  ready  then  to  me  appeared 
Both  one  and  other  choir  to  say  Amen, 
As  showed  their  longing  for  their  mortal  forms; 
Haply  not  for  themselves,  but  for  their  mothers, 
Their  fathers,  and  the  others  dear  to  them, 
IMWc  that  they  eternal  flames  became. 
And  lo  !  around  it,  and  of  euunl  light. 
Arose  a  splendour  over  what  was  there, 
Like  the  horizon  brightening  into  day ; 
And  as  when  rises  the  first  part  of  night, 
L'ir'-li  objects  in  llic  sk\  he!_'in  to  show 
Apparent  seen,  but  seen  as  if  not  true, 
So  seemed  to  me  that  novel  beings  there 
I  could  discern,  which  in  an  orbit  moved 
Beyond  the  other  two  peripheries. 

O  true  effulgence  or  the  Holy  Spirit, 
How  sudden  and  intensely  while  it  streamed 
Upon  nunc  eyes,  that  ipiailing  bore  it,  not  ! 
But  Beatrice  so  smiling  and  so  fair 
Appeared  to  me,  that  of  the  other  sights 
What  memory  follows  not  must  be  passed  by. 
Recovered  then  mine  eyesight  fortitude 
To  look  up,  and  1  found  myself  translated 
To  higher  joy,  .done  1  with  my  Lady. 
Veil  might  1  know  that  higher  1  was  raised, 


Hy  I  lie  star's  licry  irrnditince 

Which  seemed  to  me  more  ruddy  than  its  wont, 

With  all  my  heart,  and  in  that  kind  of  speech  ' 

For  all  the  same,  I  sacrificed  to  God, 

As  was  befitting,  for  his  novel  grace j 

Nor  was  within  my  bosom  yet  consumed 

The  burning  of  mine  offering,  when  I  knew 

This  service  was  acceptable  and  good ; 

For  in  such  brilliance  and  such  ruby  light 

A  splendour  from  amid  two  beams  outshone 

That  I  cried :  "  Eli,  how  dost  glorify  ! " 

As,  apart  from  the  greater  and  the  less 
Stary,  holds  it?  while,  tract  'twivt  the  mundane  pules 
The:  milkv  w:iy,  (lie  sai;i  s  to  perplcj  ; ' 
So,  constellated,  formed  within  the  depth? 
Of  Mars,  those  rays  the  venerated  sign, 
The  rpiadrants  of  the  circle  which  unites. 
Here  recollection  sinks  my  faculties; 
For  on  that  cross  in  glowing  sheen  was  Christ, 
And  I  can  find  no  meet  comparison ; 
But  whoso  lakes  his  cross  ;m,|  follows  Christ, 
Will  hold  me  blameless  in  what  I  omit. 
Whan  he  shall  shining  on  that  tree  sec  Christ. 
From  arm  to  arm,  from  summit  to  the  base 
Lights  moved  along  with  coruscations  bright  1,0 
Where  they  united,  or  eaeh  other  passed  : 
Thus  may  he  seen  on  earth,  now  waved,  now  slraigiil, 
Rapid  or  slow,  and  aye  to  sight  renewed, 
Atoms  of  matter,  slender  or  compact, 
Dance  in  the  beam*  of  light,  with  which  is  luci  d 
Oft  times  the  shade,  which  for  their  own  defence 
Men  have  contrived  wirli  artifice  and  skill. 


1  The  Linage  of  thought. 

'  In  nllLli.i-.ti  I"  tilr  -lilW-il  ,|....„li,ti..„.  ,.„  Il„.  ..r,..]n  ill   II,..  Milkv 


PARADISE. 


And  as  the  lute  or  harp  if  well  attuned 
From  many  chords  gives  dulcet  tinklings  forth. 
Yet  is  not  known  the  theme  of  its  discourse, 
So  from  the  lights  which  there  to  me  appeared 
A  :nrlniiy  iv;ls  Lratlii'Cftl  lliriiiitih  the  cross 

Which  rapt  me  though  its  hymn  remained  unknown. 
But  well  I  knew  it  was  of  lofty  praise. 
Because  there  reached  me  this ;  "Arise  and  conquer :" 
Like  to  a  man  who  hears  not,  and  yet  hears. 

Thereupon  so  much  whs  I  filled  with  love, 
That  up  to  this  time  was  not  any  tiling 
Which  in  such  sweet  bonds  had  imprisoned  me. 
Perchance  my  language  may  appear  too  bold  "' 
Making  of  less  account  those  fair  eyes'  joy. 
Gazing  on  which  my  longings  find  repose  i 
But  whoso  ponders  that  the  living  seals, 
As  they  ascend,  a  higher  beauty  stamp, 
And  that  as  yet  to  these 1  1  had  not  turned. 
May  well  forgive  what  'gainst  myself  I  charge 
In  self-excuse,  and  see  that  I  tell  truth ; 
In  that  this  blest  joy  is  not  here  expressed, 
Since  by  ascent  it  grows  of  course  more  pure* 

%  The  ryes  ef  Ikatriee. 
Since  Ilk  nrriviil  in  th.i-  K[,tin.-  ,,f  U:ii-.r  Iluil..-.  :itt.-iitii.ii  lins  lieeu 
Oli^n.-v-i-l  l.y  tlir  ri|-|..  :inu;i.V  ..I  ill,,  i 1  :ni.l  ..f  lln-  i[|..ri.  .11*  n»n  nlul 
lie  lina  n.it  L-W  :il  H....lrii..  in  [hat  lisjiti.-r  Immty.  uliii'li  liv  kuim-s 
must  v<i-[  :h  lilt'  uiiluml  ■•■■iw'nn>:i"<-  -f  T 1 1 ■  >  :i-vnt  i..  i  1iij)i,t  -]-1iiti-  : 
.mil  nf  which  lie  nclimllv  rnj..i>  tW  ~iM  in  the  wxl  ennto.  r,  82. 


CANTO  XV. 


CA CCI AG U[BA. -ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  FLOIIENCB. 

That  courteous  intent  in  which  is  allown 

Ever  the  love  which  is  breathed  rightfully. 

As  is  in  selfishness  what  breathes  from  wrong, 

Silence  imposed  upon  that  dulcet  lyre, 

And  rendered  still  those  chords  beatified 

"Which  the  ] tight  Hand  of  licavni  slack*  am!  strain:'.. 

To  just  petitions  bow  can  e'er  be  deaf 

These  beings,  who  to  grant  to  me  the  wish 

For  which  1  prayed  them,  (o  a  pause  agreed  ? 

Fitting  it  is  that  endlessly  should  mourn  '' 

Whoso  for  love  nl'  :lmi!.'.;  which  do  nnl  la-^i 

Eternally,  of  this  love  strips  himself! 


As  through  Hie  clear  and  tranquil  air  of  night 
Courses  from  time  to  time  a  sudden  flush, 
kimsiui:  I  he  cm'-  thai  imili-rrvaiit  Here, 
And  would  n  star  seem  that  its  place  did  change1, 
liut  that  within  the  region  whence  it  blazed 
None  disappear,  and  tlint  short  time  it  lives ; 
So  from  tin1  arm,  which  Id  tin:  ri^hi  e\leiid-, 
Down  to  the  foot  of  tlnit  cross,  shot  a  t>tar 
From  out  the  constellation  which  there  shines ; 
Nor  did  the  jmvel  from  its  band  escape. 
But  held  its  course  within  the  lucid  beam. 
Resembling  light,  when  seen  through  alabaster. 
Thus  did  Anchises'  pious  -hade  approach, 
If  merits  confidence  our  greatest  Mnsc, 
AVhen  in  Elysium  his  son  he  met.' 
"  0  Sanguis  metis,  0  taper  in/tua 
Gratia  Dei,  twut  liii,  cut 
Bis  uuquam  Ccdijanua  reclusa  '"' 
Tims  spoke  that  light ;  whereon  to  him  I  turned  : 
Til  en  turned  upon  my  Lady  my  regnrds, 
And  in  both  quarters  1  was  womlcrstruck  ; 
Tor  in  her  eyes  n  smile  wns  radiant 
Such,  that  with  mine  I  seemed  to  touch  the  depth 
Of  mj  delight  and  of  my  paradise. 
Then,  pleasing  to  the  ear  as  to  the  eye, 
Added  that  spirit  In  his  preface  things 
Not  understood  by  me,  so  high  his  speech  : 
Nor  of  intention  was  he  from  me  hid, 
Hut  of  necessity ;  for  his  conception 
Above  the  intelleet  r>!'  mortals  rose. 
And  when  the  bow  of  his  ecstatic  love 
So  far  relaxed,  thai  his  discoursing  fell 


1  0  son  uf  mine.  <)  how  ■fanuUBl  pound 
1.«r.«  jjra(i<.i.siii  w  .iti  tlnv,  f..r  whom  e'er  plzce 
Ilnvc  been  the  cnli?"  r,|L  hei^'Ti  i%]>cnM  (uli'e  '"' 


Down  to  the  murk  of  our  understanding, 

The  first  tiling  that  by  me  was  understood, 

Was :  "  Br  Thou  blessed  that  art  Three  and  One, 

To  my  descendant  who  art  gracious  thus!" 

Then  said  :  "  Tin:  darling  ;i i li I  abiding  lush 

Excited  as  I  read  the  Mighty  hook, 

Thiil  never  choices  in  its  black  and  white, 

Ended  tiast  thou,  my  son,  within  this  light 

In  which  I  speak,  for  which  to  her  he  thanks 

Who  for  this  lofty  flight  has  plumed  thy  wings. 

Thou  thinkest  that  upon  me  How  thy  thoughts 

From  the  First  Mind,  e'en  as  may  he  deduced 

Prom  unity,  if  given,  five  or  six  ; 

And  therefore  wlm  I  :iin,  and  why  I  urn  - 

To  thee  more  courteous,  thou  nskest  not, 

Than  any  other  of  this  joyous  host. 

Thou  thinkest  truly  ;  for  the  great  and  small 

In  this  existence  on  the  mirror  look 

Tn  which  before  yon  think,  your  thought  is  shown  : 

But  that  the  sacred  love  in  which  I  watch 

With  constant  vision,  and  which  quickens  mr 

With  sweet  desire,  may  better  be  fulfilled. 

Let  thy  voice  fearless, 'bold  and  cheerfully 

Sound  forth  thy  wishes,  thy  desire  sound, 

To  which  mine  unswcr  is  .nlrradv  fixed." 

T  turned  to  Beatrice ;  and  she  had  heard 
Before  I  spoke,  and  smiled  on  me  a  sign 
\\  Inch  made  lite  wings  of  my  desire  expand  ; 
Then  T  began  :  "  Love  and  Intelligence, 
(Since  in  you  shines  the  First  Equality) 
In  equal  force  in  all  of  you  exist; 
For  in  the  Sun,  which  warms  and  makes  you  bright 
With  heat  and  light,  these  so  well  balanced  are, 
That  no  similitude  to  it  can  reach. 
But  will  and  power  among  mortal  men, 


]''or  reasons  which  to  you  are  manifest. 
Are  on  their  pinions  differently  sustained. 
Whence  I,  that  ain  a  mortal,  now  perceive 
This  inequality;  and  therefore  give  no  thanks, 
Except  in  heart,  for  this  paternal  joy. 

Thou  who  this  precious  jewel  dost  ingem, 

That  thou  wouldst  make  me  of  thy  name  possessed. 

"  0  leaf  of  mine,  from  whom  1  have  drawn  joy, 
Expectant  only,  know  me  for  thy  root ;" 
Such  answer  in  commencement  did  he  give. 
And  after  added :  "  He,'  of  whom  is  named 
Thy  mother's  kin,  a  hundred  years  and  more 
The  Mount  has  cireled  on  its  lower  ledge, 
He  was  my  son,  and  thy  great  grandfather ; 
It  were  most  tit  that  his  long  punishment 
For  him  by  thee  were  shortened  by  thy  works. 

"Florence,  within  Iht  ancient  boundary, 
In  which  she  yet  receives  the  tierce  and  none,' 
Modest  and  temperate,  abode  m  peace  : 
She  had  no  chains,  no  firings  for  the  head, 
No  dames  witli  broidered  shoes,  no  waist  girdles 
More  than  the  figure  apt  to  catch  the  eye. 
Not  then  from  their  birth-hour  did  cause  alarm 
In  fathers,  daughters,  lest  their  dower  and  age 
On  either  hand  fair  measure  should  exceed. 
She  hail  no  houses  reft  of  families  ; 
Sardanapalus  had  not  yet  arrived 
To  teach  what  might  in  chamber-gear  be  ilone.' 
Not  as  yet  Monternalo  was  outstripped 


'Ib 


I  a  its  success,  so  will  be  in  its  Ell. 

— -nwtajn  walk  girt 

t  a  painted  face; 
nd  of  Veccliio 

and  the  wheel  their  wives. 


His  lady-wife 
And  them  of 
To  be  content 
And  with  the  distaff 
0  happy  people  !  every  one  was  sure 
Of  his  own  burial  place,  and  as  yet  none 
For  France  was  left  deserted  in  her  bed.  ^ 

Which  erst  her  sires  and  her  mothers  amused  ; 
Another,  winding  from  her  rock  the  flax, 
Would  repeat  stories  with  her  family 
Of  Trojans,  arid  of  Fiesole  or  Rome. 

"  t  then  would  have  been  held 
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^.»TO  XV. 


From  Val  <li  Pado '  came  to  mc  my  wife, 

And  from  her  was  thy  second  name  derived. 

Conrad  the  Emperor*  afterward*  I  served, 

And  in  his  warfare  he  Ijt^irt  me  knight,  "' 

So  much  I  pleased  him  hv  my  valorous  deeds. 

following  him  I  warred  against  the  crimes 

Of  that  law,  whose  professors  have  usurped 

Your  just  rights,'  through  the  Pastor's  fnultiness. 

There  was  I  by  that  people  infamous 

Released  from  bonds  of  the  deceitful  world. 

The  love  of  which  so  many  souls  defiles. 

And  into  this  peace  came  from  martyrdom.'" 

i  ThB  Allghltrl  »ere  of  Ftrram  ill  iha  valley  ..f  the  IV 
■  I'.mrai!  3r.l,  irti.i  nmlcrt'ok  «  .T.ii-i.li  In  tlitj  Hi.lj  J-iim]  in 

mi. I.I].,  nf  tin!  12 tli  ocuturj. 

1  Tlie  pcawKM..].  i  f  tin-  ll.ily  Sjiij.W,  i.ll.mi.l  tii  reluniti  ill  llm 

lands  nf  the  Inii.li-ls,  ].}■  tin'  rupln.t  ..f  tin-  I'i.|»'"  to  [irjEecutc  I  lie 

'  As  Winn  fall?"  in  "  ™*'  IjBiinst  the  Infidels. 
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CANTO  XVI. 


CALXHAOUIDA.-ASCIKNT  KljOBENCE.- 1  UK  lll.l>  KAMIUKS. 

Alas  !  our  brief  nobility  of  blood! 
That  people  use  of  thee  to  make  their  vaunts 
On  earth  below,  where  languishes  our  love. 
Will  never  more  to  me  be  wonderful  j 
ior  where  the  appetite  is  not  depraved, 
I  mean  in  heaven,  I  have  vaunted  it. 
Truly  thou  art  a  mantle  quick  to  shrink, 
So  that,  unless  pieced  out  from  day  to  day, 
Time  with  his  shears  curtails  thee  all  around  ! 

With  "  Ye," '  which  Rome  was  first  to  introduce,  " 
In  which  its  people  have  not  persevered, 

'  The  jilurnl  pirni'iuii,  »iW  firnt  iihdi,  sw  »  mark  of  r':-.]'vd,  in  the 


]'.W{ALJl."i-:. 


My  spira-li  a  fresh  beginning  had  essayed  ■ 
When  Beatrice,  who  something  stood  apart, 
Smiling,  appeared  like  unto  lier  who  coughed 
At  the  first  error  writ  of  Guinevere.* 
Began  I  thus  :  "Ye  arc  mine  ancestor; 
Ye  give  me  oil  encouragement  to  speak ; 
Ye  raise  me  so  that  I  am  more  than  I. 
In  streams  so  many  with  delight  is  filled 
My  mind,  that  it  has  very  joy  become, 
And  yet  contains  it  without  overflow. 
Inform  me  then,  my  Parentage  beloved, 
Who  were  your  ancestors,  ami  what  the  years 
Which  left  their  mark  upon  your  boyish  days? 
Speak  to  me  of  (he  shccpfold  of  St.  John, 
What  then  its  size  and  who  Ihe  persons  were 

As  is  revived  before  the  breath  of  winds 
A  burning  coal,  on  such  wise  saw  1  this 
.Light  roruscalc  at  my  endearing  words; 
And  as  lie  grew  imrf  beauteous  to  the  eye, 
So  with  a  softer  and  a  sweeter  voice, 
lint  not  in  language  of  these  modern  times, 
He  said  :  "  Since  when  the  Aee  was  pronounced 
To  that  birth  when  ray  mother,  now  a  saint, 
Was  lightened  of  the  weight  she  bore  of  me, 
Hack  to  its  Lion,  hundreds  live  and  fifty 
And  thirty  periods  this  planet  came, 


sUndR  ftliwf  whilu  J'.mli.'  i-  i:  ■ijv..n:i:ij  with  Oacdngnida  of  Florence, 
Moilra  at  liis  making  11  Jiffewii'i;  in  hi*  111..U:  .f  luldrfsaitij;  Mm,  nft«-r 
111.-   si'lilLtatr.ls   (ill  .i.rlliiv   null;    vliii-li    h:iv,:     jil-t    Wn   in  Dimli-V 

Uioaghtt 

'  Frflm  tile  Inraviifili'Ti  tliL'  liirlli  "f  1  Vi-i.-^iii.ln.  Jl*l«  (wbiiM.- 
«iiltr™l  jH-ri.-l  i.  ii-7  (lny-i  h.irl  nun!.-  ,'iMl  rrv..|[iii..i.-,  ..|-  r.-liirwd  5SiU 


1  and  my  fathers  in  that  spot  were  bom. 

In  which  the  last  ward  is  iirst  come  upon. 

By  him  who  races  in  jour  yearly  games.' 

Enough  to  know  this  of  mine  ancestors ; 

For  who  they  were,  and  whence  they  thither  came, 

It  were  more  modest  to  withhold  than  tell. 


"The  total,  who  at  that  time  were  there  found 
To  carry  arms,  between  Mars  and  the  Baptist,' 
Was  a  fifth  part  of  what  there  now  exists ; 
Hut  the  conmnmily,  whidi  now  is  mixed 
From  Campi,  Ccrlaldo,  and  from  Fiaaliiiir, 
Was  then  pure  to  its  lowest  artisan. 
0  better  far  had  as  your  neighbours  been 
The  people  named  by  mc,  and  at  (juHum> 
And  Trcspiaiio  hud  your  bounds  been  drawn, 
Than  having  them  within,  to  bear  the  stench 
Of  churls,  Aguglione,  and  of  Signs,' 
Who  now  for  trailieking  have  sharp  set  eyes ! 

"  If  they  who  in  the  world  degenerate  most, 
To  C;es;ir  had  not  been  as  stepmothers, 
Jiut  as  a  mother  to  her  own  sou  kind,' 
There  is  one  Florentine,"  who  buys  and  sells. 
That  w  ould  be  back  to  Simifoute  turned. 


tilnea  to  the  isign  l.v  ;  whi.-li  _-;vi*  .n  llif  vo;ir  uf  t'li.-.-m^-iiiihiK 

birth. 

'  The  Klisi'i,  Dante'-.  ririu.^l"T>,  live.l  hi  tlsi;  i|H!ilVr  "r  wan!  u( 
I'.irw  Him  I'itm,  which  was  the  intuit  castcily  ward  j  but  at.  its  "c^lcm 
vlia;  u|i-.n  llii'  l'.ir>n.  ah.nn  ivliiitj  Uji-  im.v,  11. re  ran,  front  scat  tD 
ciwt,  nn  the  annual  Festival  of  St.  John. 

I  llcWeen  the  statue  -f  Mar*  „..  (lie  Ol.l  Hrl.it"  an. I  tin:  ISa|,ti,tery 
uf  St.  Ji.hu  ;  which  «ere  at  oijr.i.-ite  otrwniti™  ttmrth  ati.l  mi.uiIij  <■( 
llie  ancient  at}. 

"  Halilu  nFAKUglbnc  was  oncemetl  in  tie  fabnncntiun  rrf  the  records, 

if  the  Pip™  had  nut  oni***.)  the  Enjerur,  and  no  ocowiuncl  Die 
liuclf  ami  Hulk-line  krti.-iw,  with  a]]  thciv  train  ef  evils. 

II  Tin:  iillu^ii'ii  li.re  i-in;iins  n i<!i. e\Tiinnstion. 
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Where  once  liis  graiidfaihn-  a  Imaging  iii-ul  : 
The  Counts  had  Muntemurhi  'slill  possessed  : 
The  Ccrchi  in  A  tone's  precinel  been, 
And  e'en  in  Valdigrievc  the  Uuondelmonti. 
Ever  the  mixture  of  inhabitants 
In  cities  lias  die  cause  of  evil  bee*, 
As  in  the  body  adding  food  to  food : 
The  blind  bull  is  more  mdden  in  its  fall 
Than  the  blind  lamb;  and  oftentimes  will  cut 
Better  and  more  a  single  sword  than  five. 

"  Luni  and  UrbisagUn,  if  you  note 
How  they  are  gone,  and  how  are  on  the  nay, 
Chiusi,  and  Smigaglia,  after  them ; 
To  Irani  thai  families  h;i\  i-  grown  extlliet, 
Will  not  appear  a  novel  or  strange  thing, 
Seeing  that  cities  have  their  periods. 
All  your  belongings  own  mortality. 
Like  as  yourselves ;  but  tlu's  in  some  is  masked, 
Which  long  time  last,  for  human  life  is  short ; 
And  as  the  rolling  of  the  lunar  sphere 
Covers  and  bares  the  shores  unceasingly, 
With  Florence  in  like  manner  Fortune  deals ; 
Whence  should  not  as  a  wondrous  thing  appear 
What  I  shall  tell  of  the  great  Florentines, 
Whose  fame  has  faded  by  the  lapse  of  Lime. 

"I  saw  the  Ughi,  and  the  CaUdlini, 
Filippi,  Greci,  Ormauni,  Albericlii, 

With  them  of  Saimella,  aml'them  of  Area 
The  Soldanieri,  Ardiughi,  Bostichi. 
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Above  the  i;aiiy  wlndi  :i(  i b is  linn-  i~  i'ull 

Of  a  new  felonry  (such  heavy  loud 

As  soon  will  cause  the  sinking  of  the  sliip), 

The  Kaviguaui  were,  from  whom  did  spring 

The  County  Guidn,  and  whoe'er  that  name 

From  old  licllincion  has  since  assumed. 

The  house  of  Pressa  had  already  felt  "* 

Its  wish  to  govern;  Galigaio  had 

A  gilded  hilt  and  pommel '  in  his  house. 

The  pale  of  vair 1  already  was  renowned  ; 

Sacchctti,  Gmorlii,  Sifanli,  liarurei, 

Galli,  and  they  who  for  the  measure  blushed.' 

The  stock,  of  which  Ihe  Gdfucei  have  come, 

Was  powerful;  mi  (I  had  already  reached 

Si/ii  and  Arrigucci  eurule  seats.' 

How  great  I  knew  those '  who  have  been  destroyed 

By  their  own  arrogance  !  and  the  golden  balls ;  '  "' 

Embellished  Florence  with  their  noble  deeds. 

Thus  likewise  did  the  ancestors  of  them* 

Who,  when  in  vacancy  your  Church  is  left, 

Fatten  while  they  remain  in  consistory. 

That  swaggering  limisi,'  who,  like  a  dragon,  chase 

Who  tlies  from  them,  but  to  who  shows  his  teeth 

Or  purse,  are  peaceable  as  any  lamb, 

Were  rising  in  the  world,  but  of  low  stock  ; 

So  that  it  pleased  not  Uhertin  Dunalo' 

'  Tlit  Porta  Am  Pirn;  »W  Hie  Ctrchi  ilwulen.  -A  the  Wbitc 

<;,„.in     t,.,«  livinK. 

'  Kinl.l-TtiH  i.f  in. hi  lily. 

1  'I'll.-  niuii.ii.il  l.tiiriiu  .1  Ibn  l'ifsli. 

1  Tin-  ChHii.i.iit.-i.  m  Ii'i  h-iti-  ("H.^nn-.L  in  \\v  i'numI  hi  tin-  lni-WI. 
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That  with  them  his  wile's  father  did  ally. 
Giponsacco  hid  to  the  Market-place 
Come  down  from  Fiesole;  already  were 
Giiida,  and  Infangato  townsmen  good. 

"  I  tell  a  tiling  incredible  but  tine  : 
Into  their  narrow  bounds  a  gateway'  led, 
Which  from  the  house  of  Pera  took  its  name. 
All  they  who  bear  Ihe  splendid  blazonings 
Of  the  great  Baron/  whose  desert  and  name 
Upon  St.  Thomas'  feast  day  ore  renewed, 
Knighthood  and  privilege  received  from  hi  in  ; 
Although  upon  ihe  people's  side  is  found 
Now  he  that  with  a  bordure  circles  it. 
The  Gualterotti  were,  and  Imuorluui; 
And  ltorgo  now  would  be  the  quieter, 
If  from  new  neighbours  they  had  been  exempt. 
The  house,'  through  which  your  troubles  have  been 
caused, 

lty  the  just  anger,  which  has  you  destroyed, 
And  made  an  end  of  all  jour  happy  life. 
Itself  was  honoured  and  its  relatives. 
0  Buondehnonte,  evilly  you  fled 
The  marriage  with  it  at  another's'  words  ! 

mmmms 


i'.\i;adi<k. 


Many  would  happy  be  who  now  are  sail. 

If  to  tlic  Ema '  God  had  given  thee, 

The  first  time  to  the  city  that  you  came; 

But  there  was  need  that  ut  the  wasted  stone,' 

U  iinrl;  (:.i;irds  i':iL'  hnd'.-r,  -',;iul  i  V. . react  ui.moluU: 

A  victim  in  its  lalfst  days  of  peace. 

"  Willi  these,  and  others  who  with  them  abode, 
1  beheld  Florence  in  such  peace fuWsw, 
Thai  it  had  nu  occasion  for  complaint. 
In  time  of  these,  1  saw  so  glorious 
And  just  its  people,  that  the  lily  flower 
Was  never  borne  reversely  on  the  spear,' 
Nor  by  division  was  transformed  to  gules." 

1  A  rivur  ll'-niii-j  l-i-l  *''-'.ti  l-'l  i-'.-Jii.-rL-  iiii-.l  M  ir-?'  [ii;i.-iin.  Il.i:  mliI  i'i  On 
It.,  n, !,■!:, i. .nli  familj. 

'  The  jiUtuc  uf  il:ir-h  al  t lie  ■  1  hIk.'Il  Ui:-'[.i!i-3iil*jdU!  Mas  rNaiu. 
(Li.  ilii.  Hi — xjrBi.  108.) 

»  Nnl  (lifgnueil  1>J  defeat.  In  Hie  mIiI  hliieM  r,f  Klurenor,  1.1..-  lilv 
™  wliiti  ii.  ;l  !.-■[  11,1.1  ■  i;ut  thu  H:i,11..,  f..r  .Ctiin-ti™,  bore  the  Ml) 
m]  in  a  white  field. 


UANTO  XVII. 


CACCIAliUIIM  -DINTK'S  KSII.K  -l'i:]ll.ll,\VIION  11V  T1IK 

Like  liim  1  who  went  to  Clymctic  to  learn 
Concerning  what  against  himself  lie  hail  heard, 
[Io,  who  to  sons  slill  makes  their  sires  severe;' 
E'eu  such  was  I,  auii  such  waa  I  perceived 
By  Beatrice,  and  by  the  holy  lamp,' 
Who  erst  for  ray  sake  had  his  stalion  changed. 
Wherefore  my  Lady  ;  "  Stifle  not  the  flame," 

1  1'Wt.m.  aIm.  iu;(irl.il  1"         rui'l-li'N-  Cly  IK',  in  unliT  lliut  he 

nil-Ill  .--ri.-iirily  . ■  - ■  1 1 r rii.li.'l  lL  |.  [.:,:(.  tlisll-  hi--  win  Net  the  sun  .if 

Phmbu.    iOrid.  Uei.  i.  7S6\. 

■  fniiu  (In-  nil  tTi'i-.inii-iiWi-  .,1"  lliu  i-tnibi— 1.  ii  ^Kinlvil  I"  ilrivu  !ii« 
fkilier'i  alwriot. 
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She  said,  "  of  thy  wish ;  let  it  issue  forth 
Bearing  the  impress  of  thine  inward  seal ; 
Nut  indeed  thnt  our  knowledge  would  increase 
By  thy  discourse,  but  lhal  thou  mayst  grow  bold 
To  tell  thy  thirst,  tliat  they  may  fill  for  thee." 

"  0  stock  beloved,  that  art  so  raised  on  high 
That,  as  IIil'  iiik'Ht'cts  of  earth  perceive 
No  triangle  lias  obtuse  angles  twain, 
Events  contingent  so  dost  thou  perceive 
lii'fuir  lliei  happen,  looking  on  that  Point 
To  which  at  once  is  present  every  time. 
While  I  bv  Virgil  was  accompanied. 
Ascending  up  the  Mount,  winch  heals  the  souls, 
And  while  descending  In  the  world  of  dead. 
Were  spoken  to  me,  of  my  future  life, 
Some  heavy  words,'  although  1  know  myself 
Four-squared  complete  against  the  blows  of  fate. 
Wherefore  my  wishes  would  be  well  content 
To  learn  what  fortune  is  for  me  reserved ; 
For  gentler  comes  the  shaft  1 1  l [it.  is  foreseen." 

I  thus  addressed  my  words  to  the  same  light 
That  erst  discoursed  to  me ;  and  as  enjoined 
By  Beatrice,  my  wishes  were  confessed. 
Ill  no  enigmas,*  whence  the  foolish  race 
Entangled  used  !u  lie  before  was  slain 
The  Lamb  of  (iod,  who  takes  away  our  sills, 
lint  in  dear  words,  and  iti  determinate 
Language  made  answer  that  paternal  love, 
Huveloped  and  displayed  by  its  own  smile. 

"Events  continuant,  which  bevond  the  volume 
Of  your  material  state  do  not.  extend, 

'  [n.  x.  7!';  xv.  81.    Pnm.  viii.  1S3  ;  il.  HO. 
>  The  hwithcT.  "n.-l«. 


Are  all  depicted  to  the  Eternal  Sight. 
Yet  here  necessity  obtains  no  place, 
More  than  within  the  eye  where  mirrored  is 
A  ship,  when  it  is  carried  down  a  stream. 
From  thence,  in  manner  as  fall  on  (lie  ror 
Sweet  harmonies  from  organs,  comes  within 
My  sight  tin1,  lime  which  is  upprtwciiiii!;  thee. 

"From  Alliens  as  Hippolytus  went  forth 
From  his  perfidious  and  fierce  stepmother," 
From  Florence  so  must  thou  departure  take. 
Tins  is  resolved,  and  is  already  planned; 
And  soon  will  this  be  done,  for  which  thev  long 
Where' Christ  is  every  day  to  market  brought. 
Blame  will  be  given  lo  the  injured  side 
By  common  fame,  as  usual ;  but  revenge 
Will  be  the  witness  of  the  troth  it  brings. 
Thou  must  abandon  everything  beloved 
Most  dearly  ;  and  tins  will  the  arrow  be, 
From  exile's  bow  that  will  the  first  be  shot. 
Thou  must  have  proof  how  bitter  'tis  to  taste 
The  bread  of  others,  and  how  hard  the  way 
When  goiiiL'  up  and  down  by  others'  stairs  : 
And  what  will  press  upon  thy  shoulders  most 
Will  be  the  false  and  disunited  band 
With  whom  inlo  this  valley  thou  mast  fall; 
Who  all  ungrateful,  mad,  and  furious, 
.-\L';iii>i  (luic  will  become  ;  but  in  short  time 
Thev,  and  not  thou,  will  have  a  wounded  brow. 
Of  their  stupidity,  its  own  results 
Will  he  the  proof,  anil  for  thee  'twill  be  well 
Thai  llion  li;i~t  made  a  party  of  thyself. 


-"  At  Hume  wl:i.-iu  Met  hill  to  ].I..lliriK  it,  13(10,  fur 
n|. ill- inn  (if  lliLiitr'K  jinrlj  frmii  Finn-ore. 
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"Thine  earliest  refuge  mid  abiding  place 
Will  be  tlie  courtesy  (tf  the  great  Lombard,' 
Willi  on  tlie  ladder  hears  the  sacred  bird  ; 
And  who  for  thee  will  have  such  dear  regard. 
That  in  request  ami  actiun  'iwixt  vou  two 
That  will  be  first  which  is  with  others  last. 
With  him  thou  wilt  see  him  who  was  impressed 1 
So  at  his  birth-hour  by  this  valorous  star, 
That  hia  achievements  will  be  eminent. 
As  yet  the  world  is  not  of  him  aware, 
For  he  is  young,  and  only  for  nine  years 
Around  him  have  these  spheres  their  orbit  made  : 
But  'ere  the  (iaseon 1  shall  great  Henry  cheat, 
The  brilliance  of  his  virtue  shall  appear 
In  his  small  care  for  riches  or  for  toil. 
His  fseiicrosity  so  widely  known, 
Will  be  thereafter,  that  his  enemies 
Will  not  in  silence  keep  of  it  their  tongues. 
Look  thou  to  him,  and  to  his  benefits ; 
liy  him  will  many  persons  be  transformed, 
Changing  conditions,  rich  as  well  as  poor;  ** 
And  something  thou  must  bear  writ  in  thy  mind 
Of  him,  but  speak  it  not " — and  he  told  things 
Incredible  if  even  seen  in  act. 
Then  he  went  on :  "  My  son,  this  is  the  gloss 
Of  what  was  told  to  thee  ;  behold  the  snares 
Which  behind  few  year?  lie  in  wait  for  thee. 
Yet  envy  not  thy  fellow  citizens, 
Knowing  thy  term  of  life  will  be  prolonged 
licyond  the  Vengeance  on  their  perfidies." 

u  eagle  upon  a  ladder  (Kola).  VC™"f' '  '  °"  ntmoml  benn"«""-,'c 

'  A  |>rnlirt].m  uf  ttir  futon!  irivatn.-SH  nf  I'm  rjramli-  .1,11:.  S.:iln. 
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Soon  as  his  silence  proved  tliat  had  surceased 
The  blessed  spirit  to  insert  the  woof 
Into  tlie  web  which  (  Injure  him  laid, 
I  iiuitli'  beginning,  like  a  man  who  craves 
In  his  perplexity  advice  from  one 
Who  rightly  sees,  and  wills,  and  is  his  friend. 

"  0  my  Progenitor,  I  see  that  hastes 
A  time  against  me  to  inflict  a  blow 
Ave  heaviest  to  him  who  most  despairs; 
Wherefore  'lis  well  with  prudence  to  be  armed. 
That  if  the  place  most  dear  to  me  be  lost, 
I  may  not  fail  of  others  by  my  verse. 
Down  in  the  world  of  sorrow  without  end 
And  on  the  mountain  from  whose  summit  fair 
The  aspect  of  lny  Lady  raised  me  up, 
And  afterwards  in  heaven  from  light.  In  liglit 
That  have  I  learned,  which  if  I  could  retell, 
To  many  it  would  bitter  flavour  cause ; 
But  if  to  truth  I  am  a  coward  friend, 
I  fear  lest  I  my  life  should  lose  with  them 
Who  will  the  time  now  present  ancient  call." 

The  lustre,  within  which  my  treasure  smiled, 
There  found  by  me,  became  first  radiant 
Like  to  a  golden  mirror  in  the  sun  j 
Then  he  replied  :  "  The  conscience  that  is  dark 
Or  in  its  own,  or  in  another's  shame, 
Truly  will  feel  thy  words  to  be  severe  : 
Nevertheless,  all  falsehood  laid  aside, 
Publish  thy  vision  in  its  full  extent. 
And  suffer  them  to  scratch  who  feel  the  smart  ; 
Vor  if  thy  iiiFspagi'  should  di-pleasing  be 
At  the  first  Luting,  vital  nourishment 
It  will  when  afterwards  digested  yield. 
Thv  proclamation  will  be  like  the  wind 
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That  ever  oil  tint  highest  summits  strikes  ; 

And  this  of  honour  will  bo  no  small  cause: 

Whence  have  hcen  shown  (o  thee  within  those  spheres, 

Upon  the  mount,  and  in  the  noiul  vale, 

1  liily  tin:  spirits  who  to  fame  arc  known  j 

Because  the  hearer's  mint!  psivs  slight  regard. 

Nor  to  examples  lends  its  I'nil  h,  which  have 

An  unknown  and  an  obscure  origin. 

Nor  vet  to  arguments  that  are  not.  plain." 
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R   FA  [TH. -A  SCENT  TO 


Now  solitiiry  in  his  thoughts  rejoiced 

Tlul  l)lt-;?''il  ;:]>iri(,  arid  I  proved  the  taste 

Of  mine,  with  hitler  tempering  tbe  sweet  ; 

And  tlicii  the  Lady,  who  led  me  to  God, 

Haid  :  "Change  thy  tliuughls;  bethink  thee  that  1  a 

Approached  to  Him  wiio  lightens  every  wrong." 

Around  I  turned  me  ;it  llu-  hiving  tone 

Of  my  consoler ;  and  what  then  I  saw 

OF  Jove  in  her  blest  eyes,  I  here  omit ; 

Not  only  that  I  in  my  words  distrust, 

Hut  that  the  faculties  cannot  relate 

A  thins;  so  much  above  Uicm,  wilhoul  aid. 

Thus  of  that  moment,  only  can  I  tell, 

That,  as  I  gazed  upon  her,  my  affections 

Were  liberated  from  nil  other  wish. 

Thus  while  the  Joy  Eternal,  which  direct 

Shone  upon  Bentrice,  from  her  fair  face 


Rendered  me  happy  with  reflected  rays, 
Subduing  me  wjlh  r;idi:nn'c  id' a  smile. 
She  said  lo  mo :  "  Attend,  and  turn  thee  round  ; 
Not  in  mine  eyea  atone  is  Paradise." 

As  upon  earth  is  noted  oftentimes 
Love  in  the  features,  when  it  is  m  great. 
That  with  it  all  the  soul  is  occupied. 
So  in  the  brilliance  of  the  holy  light 1 
Towards  which  I  turned,  I  recognised  the  wish 
In  him  to  speak  willi  me  for  longer  space. 
And  he  commencing  said  :  "  Tii  this  fifth  layer 
Of  this  tree  which  is  nourished  from  its  top. 
And  ever  bears  fruit,  nor  e'er  sheds  its  leaves, 
Are  tho-e  blest  spirits  who  oti  earth,  before 
They  attained  heaven,  were  of  mighty  fame, 
So  that  of  them  the  Mnse  wen'  well  "endowed. 
Therefore  reirard  tlmn  nil  the  dross's  horn 
Whom  I  shall  name  to  thee;  there  will  he  do 
That,  which  their  own  swift  fire  does  in  the  clouds. 

1  saw,  within  the  Cross,  a  light  that  moved 
As  he  named  .Insliua,  sunn  as  this  he  dill, 
Nor  noted  T  his  word  before  the  thing. 
And  at  the  naming  of  great  Maccabce, 
I  saw  another  move  and  spin  around  ; 
Hnjoyment  was  the  whip-thong  of  his  lop,  ' 
Likewise  at  "Charlemagne,"  and  at  "  lifllando," 
My  straining  sight  upon  two  others  followed. 
As  the  eve  follows  one's  own  hawk  in  flight. 
Then  (Julichno  passed  by  and  Rinaldo," 
And  the  Duke  Godfrey'  in  my  vision's  range, 
Along  that  Cross,  and  lloberln  ( iniscardo.* 


1  (!acciiiKuidn. 

'  Oodfttj  of  Bouillon, 
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Then  burnt  and  mingling  with  tlie  other  lighls 
The  soul,  who  with  mr  spoke,  displayed  to  me 
What  skill  he  had  among  the  heavenly  choir. 
I  turned  me  round  upon  my  right  hand  side, 
To  learn  from  lieatrice  what  I  should  do. 
Either  by  words,  or  by  some  acted  sign ; 
And  1  beheld  her  eyes  so  purified, 
So  full  of  joy,  that  their  similitude 
Surpassed  their  other,  and  their  latest  wont. 
And  like  as  from  a  stronger  sense  of  joy 
A  in;in  in  working  Lroml  >,v:irks,  day  by  day, 
1'creeives  within  linn  that  his  virtue  grows  ; 

Boruifwith  the  heavens,  had  increased  its  are. 

Seeing  that  wonder  grow  more  beautiful : 

And  like  the  change  seen  ill  it  little  spare 

Ofttimes  in  a  fair  woman,  when  the  brow 

Is  of  its  load  of  baslifuluess  discharged ; 

Su  showed  she*  to  mine  eyes,  when  round  I  turned, 

Under  the  white  light  uf  the  tcm]*rate  slar, 

In  urder  sixth,  that  held  me  ill  itself. 

I  saw  within  that  Jovial  radiance 
The  glowing  of  the  love,  existent  there, 
Charactering  our  language  to  mine  eyes  : 
And  as  birds,  hovering  on  a  river's  bank, 
As  if  rejoicing  in  llurir  fei 'ding-ground, 
Now  form  a  round,  and  now  a  lengthened  group; 
So  within  lights,  the  creatures  sanctified 
Flew  to  and  fro  with  sniff,  ami  formed  themselves 
In  D,  and  I,  and  L  in  their  tit  shapes' 


Jura  for  ttw  whila  light  of 


I'AKAIIISK 


Kirst,  singing  to  their  own  Dotes  they  would  move  j 
Then  of  these  letters,  as  they  one  became, 
For  a  short  time  they  paused,  and  silence  held. 

0  godlike  l'egascan,'  who  our  thoughts 
Muk'st  glorious  and  renderest  of  long  life. 
And  by  whom  states  and  kingdoms  arc  preserved, 
Shed  light  on  me  that  I  may  raise  again 
Their  figurings  as  by  me  understood  ; 
Display  thy  power  in  these  verses  few. 

Appeared  thereafter  to  me  live  times  seven " 
Vowels  and  consonants ;  and  I  took  note 
Of  each  part  soon  as  it  for  me  was  writ : 

liilii/i'it  -iml'ifnii:!,  was  first 

Of  all  the  imaged  verb  and  substantive  ; 

Qui  judicata  lerram,  came  the  next. 

Lastly  upon  the  M  of  the  fifth  word 

They  stayed  in  such  array  that  Jupiter 

In  that  part  showed  like  silver  laced  with  gold  : 

And  I  saw  other  lights  ascend  to  where 

The  summit  of  the  M  was,  and  there  rest 

(.'liatniriL.',  I  ihmk,        Y.w.iWvua  which  moved  them. 

Then,  us  on  striking  burning  brands  of  wood 

Innumerable  sparkles  use  to  rise, 

from  which  the  foolish  folk  draw  auguries, 

There  seemed  from  hence  to  rise  more  than  a  thousand 

Lights,  and  to  mount  some  more  and  some  less  high, 

K'en  as  the  Sun,  that  kindled  them,  determined ; 

And  when  each  in  hi?  proper  place  was  still. 

Then  could  I  see  an  eagle's  neck  and  head 

That  were  presented  in  that  lire  distinct. 

lie,  who  in  that  place  paints,  has  none  for  guide ; 

•  The  Must  Calliope,  who  wu  Invoked  at  the  beginning  of  tl 
"  There  in  tbirtv-fivi:  lell.  ra  in  thr  ■wittrliw  Dilhjili,  Jr. 


But  is  his  own  guide,  and  from  him  is  drawn 
The  power  which  gives  iigure  to  the  moulds. 
The  other  blessed  troop,  who  all  content 
To  crown  the  M  with  lilies,  seemed  at  firs!, 
With  a  slight  movement  followed  the  device. 

0  lovely  Star!  How  many  and  what  gems 
Demonstrated  to  me  that  our  justice 
Is  the  effect  of  that  sphere  which  thou  studdest ! 
Therefore  I  pray  the  Mind,  in  which  begins 
Tin  power  and  thy  motion,  to  reflect 
Whence  comes  the  smoke  which  vitiates  thy  rays;  ' 
So  that  a  second  time  it  may  be  wrath 
At  buying  and  at  selling  in  the  Temple, 
That  was  built  np  with  signs  mid  martyrdoms. 

Ye  Hosts  of  heaven,  upon  whom  I  gaze, 
Uffer  your  prayers  for  them  thai  arc  on  cartii 
All  led  astray  by  bad  example's  force: 
Once  with  the  sword  it  was  the  wont  to  war, 
But  now  they  take  away,  now  here,  now  there, 
The  bread  which  tin:  gmul  father  keeps  from  none.' 
And  thou,  that  only  wrifcest  to  erase, 
Bethink  that  Paul  and  Peter,  who  both  died 
For  the  Vine,  which  thou  wast  est,  are  alive. 
Well  mayst  thou  say  :  "  I  hold  so  strong  a  love 
For  him  1  who  chose  a  solitary  life. 
And  for  a  dance  was  led  to  martyrdom, 
That  I  nor  Paul  know,  nor  the  Fisherman." 

|,..„|.],.  ..f  iv1vm.il.  -ii   ■  :  iui.1  ili-y  i  Ft  -  - 1  ■  imp-iinl  guty  ill  on 

rljiLl  l-i.y  iiioj      ivv-kr'l  f  ir  money. 
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tub  kaolk.-iiik  jusrici;  hk  coii.-ehl  oh hist lis  hl i.eiis 

Appbarbd  in  front  of  mo  with  open  wings 
Tin;  glorious  emblem,  winch  in  its  sweet  joys 
Made  to  rejoice  [In-      envuveii  souls : 
Showed  eneli  one  as  a  ruby  upon  which 
The  radiance  of  [he  sun  so  brilliant  shone. 
That  to  mine  eves  il  threw  it  back  again  ; 
And  what,  succeeding  this,  I  must  relate, 
language  lias  never  told,  nor  ink  has  writ, 
Nor  in  imagination  has  been  framed; 
For  1  saw,  and  T  heard  tin:  beak  which  talked 
And  sounded  with  its  voice  both  1,  and  Mine, 
Yet  in  conception  it  was  Wc,  and  Ours. 
And  it  began  :  "  For  being  just  and  good 
Am  I  exalted  to  { his  glory  here, 
Which  cannot  in  desire  be  exceeded  ! 
And  upon  earth  I  left  my  memory 
Such,  that  the  people  there  of  evil  mind 
Commend  it,  but  its  story  follows  not." 

As  but  one  heat  from  many  burning  brands 
Is  to  be  felt,  so  from  the  many  loves 
Within  that  emblem  issued  but  one  voice. 
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Whereon  I  followed  :  "O  perpetual  bloom 

Of  the  .Toy  Everlasting,  who  as  unc 

Ml  of  ye  make  me  to  perceive  jour  odours; 

Resolve  me,  by  your  breath,  the  mighty  fast 

Which  for  long  time  has  kept  me  hungering, 

Finding  ujiim  the  earth  no  nourishment. 

L  know,  that  if  in  heaven  another  realm  1 

The  Divine  Justice  for  its  mirror  takes. 

Yours  does  not  comprehend  it  through  a  veil.  " 

Ve  know,  as  I  prepare  myself  intent 

To  listen  ;  ye  understand  in  me  what  is 

The  douht,  which  keeps  me  in  such  lengthened  fast." 

Like  its  a  falcon,  issuing  from  the  hood, 
losses  his  head,  and  claps  him  with  his  wings. 

Of  the  Divine  Orace  was  together  hefd. 
With  song,  as  known  to  them  who  joy  above. 

Then  it  began  :  "  He  who  the  compass  turned  '" 
To  the  world's  furthest  limit,  and  within  it 
So  much  distinguished  ;is  niiimdeii  or  known. 
Could  not  so  make  his  power  to  he  impressed 
On  all  the  universe,  but  that  his  Word 
Should  still  remain  surpassing  infinite; 
And  this  makes  certain  that  the  first  of  proud  ones,' 
Who  was  the  highest  of  the  whole  created, 
tell  immature,  as  staying  not  for  light : 
And  hence  is  seen  that  every  lesser  nature 
Is  but  a  scant  recipient  of  (lint  Good 
Without  end,  and  which  its  own  measure  is. 
Therefore  our  power  of  vision,  which  as  seems 
Must  as  a  radiance  of  the  Mind  exist 


1  The  Ttarunw  of  tin-  hwrenlj  Hlwanbj.  p».  ii,  ill,  wl 
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Wherein  iili  tilings  have  t.hi-ir  replenishment, 
In  its  own  nature  cannot  power  attain 
So  great,  bat  that  its  origin  it  sees 
Far  diU'eretit,  from  what,  it  really  is,  appearing. 
And  therefore  into  Justice  sempiternal 
The  vision  that  is  by  your  world  received, 
As  through  the  sea  the  eyesight,  penetrates; 
Which  while  it  sees  the  bottom  near  the  shore, 
In  the  ocean  cannot  see  it  j  yet  no  less 
Kxists  it,  but  the  deepness  covers  it. 

"  There  is  no  light,  but  that  from  the  Serene 
Which  never  is  disturbed ;  the  rest  is  dark, 
Or  shadow  of  the  flesh,  or  else  its  poisuti. 
Now  is  laid  bare  for  thee  the  secret  place 
Which  liviug  Justice  from  thee  held  concealed. 
Of  which  thou  hast  such  frequent  question  made; 
Thou  hast  said  :  One  is  born  upon  the  banks 
Of  Indus,  and  in  that  place  preaches  none 
Of  Christ,  nor  any  reads  of  him,  nor  writes ; 
And  all  his  wishes  and  his  virtuous  deeds 
Are,  far  as  human  reason  can  perceive, 
Without  blame  iu  his  life  and  in  Ms  speech  : 
He  dies  without  the  Faith,  and  unbaptized ; 
Where  is  the  justice  which  condemns  this  man  ? 

Where  Ms  olFeuce,  if  he  did  not  believe?  

And  who  art  thou,  that  on  the  bench  would  sit 

To  judge  what  is  a  thousand  miles  removed 
With  the  brief  vision  of  a  single  span  ? 

Truly  to  him  who  heeds  my  reasoning. 
If  Scripture  over  you  did  not  extend, 

There  would  be  ample  room  enough  for  doubl. 

O  terrene  animal*,  0  minds  obtuse, 

The  first  Will,  which  is  in  its  own  self  good, 

Ne'er  from  itself,  which  is  the  Chief  Good,  move?. 

So  much  is  just  as  does  with  this  accord ; 


No  good  created  draws  this  to  itself, 
But,  an  it  radiates,  this  causes  that." 

As  wheels  when  hovering  above  her  nest 
The  stork  what  time  lier  young  she  has  supplied, 
And  »s  the  one  that  lias  been  fed  looks  on  her, 
So  did  I  wise  the  eyelids,  and  so  did 
The  sacred  image,  which  its  pinions 
Moved,  by  so  many  counsellors  sustained. 
It  sang  as  it  wlu-clrd  round,  ;md  s;iid  "  E'en  us 
To  thee  my  notes  are,  which  thou  knowest  not, 
Such  to  you  mortals  is  the  Eternal  Judgment." 

"When  came  to  rest  those  brilliant  luminaries 
Of  the  blest  Spirit,  still  within  the  sipi 
Which  made  tire  Bomans  honoured  by  the  world, 
Again  it  made  beginning :  "  To  this  realm 
Has  mounted  none  who  trusted  not  in  Christ, 
Before  nor  since  he  to  the  tree  was  nailed. 
But  behold  many  are  who  cry  :  Christ,  Christ ; 
Who  shall  in  judgment  be  as  far  removed 
From  him,  as  he  who  never  has  known  Christ : 
.Such  Christians  Ethiopia  shall  condemn, 
When  shall  be  parted  the  two  companies, 
One  rich  for  ever,  and  the  other  poor. 
What  may  the  IVrsian  monarehs  say  to  yours, 
When  they  that  volume  opi  ned  shall  behold. 
In  which  are  written  all  their  evil  deeds? 
There  will  be  seen  among  the  works  of  Albert  ' 
That  one  which  soon  will  cause  the  pen  to  move, 
By  which  the  realm  of  Prague  will  be  laid  waste. 
There  will  be  situ  the  ills  which  on  the  Seine 
Occasioned,  when  he  falsified  the  coin, 
He*  from  the  onslaught  or  the  boar  who  died. 

1  The  Emperor  Alk-rl  uln,  niv:i<l<<>i  JMn'inia  in  1303. 
'  Philip  the  Pnir,  win.  ill ■[irn>iat(-.l  lln-  Hrriu-h  tuinapK  In  Jiay  fur 
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There  will  be  seen  the  ambitious  jealousy 

Which  drives  the  Englishman  and  Scutsmau '-  mad, 

So  that  they  cannot  keep  within  their  bounds. 

The  luxury' will  be  seen,  and  the  soft  life 

Of  them  of  Spain,'  and  of  Bohemia,' 

Who  virtue  ueilhei  understood,  nor  nought. 

Jerusalem's  Giotto '  will  appear, 

His  CNcellcnee  denoted  by  nn  I, 

While  with  an  M  the  opposite  is  marked. 

The  avarice  ami  bareness  will  be  seen 

Of  him  *  who  rules  the  island  of  the  flumes, 

Where  his  long  life  Anchises  brought  to  end  ; 

And  to  set  forth  his  utter  littleness, 

Contracted  letters  will  his  entry  form, 

That  will  express  much  matter  in  short  space. 

And  will  be  known  to  all  the  evil  works, 

Of  his  uncle  and  his  brother,'  who  such  famed 

Descent,  and  two  crowns  to  disgrace  have  brought. 

And  they  of  Norway,'  anil  of  Portugal ' 

Will  there  be  known,  and  he  of  Kascia ' 

Who  ill  for  him  the  coin  of  Venice  saw. 

0  blessed  Hungary,  if  she  suffer  not 
Further  ill  treatment !  and  O  blest  Navarre, 


'  .1;        >,  kill. J  ■  l'  M:,'  :■  -I   II      -M ]:!■■!  ;t,  ;uiil  Iilmi.  -  Jml  -if  AlTOgiitl. 

-  I'imIi.iIJv  Uii<|oiii,  k j nn  uf  Norway. 
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the  13th  sn.l  Ulli  ixntnricfl  the™  wra  ait  icikltiiilml  S>kiv..,i.:  kini;. 
Jiim  ..I'  Ra«i-iii,  nil  i.f  "hii-li  I  lie  m-li-rri  Tui  ki-h  |imi'iiice  nf  H'boLi 


4!I2  PARADISE.  Cxxn,  XIX 

If  slio  would  arm  her  with  li<;r  girdling  hills  !  ' 
And  even  now  may  men  think,  that  in  pledge 
Of  (Ids,  Nicosia  snd  frmagosta ' 
Should  for  their  beast  bewail  themselves  and  howl. 
Who  moves  not  from  the  others'  sides  away." 

«  The  fjnueei. 

■■  T..WUH  ill  Cyjjrus  ;  f  .r  tliu  j^Ljiii.  I,  {j-iviTiiLii  liy  llii!  kiri^s  nf  Ike 
l.urignu  fiunilj, 
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inn  BAQLE.— DAVID,  tkaIAN,  He. 
When  be  who  all  the  world  illuminates, 
Down  from  our  hemisphere  departure  takes, 
Wliuii  upon  every  3ide  the  dav  ia  spent, 
The  sky,  erst  lighted  up  by  him  alone, 
Is  on  the  sadden  newly  constituted,  seen 
With  many  lights  in  which  the  one  does  shine. 
Hose  to  my  mind  this  action  of  the  slty 
When  that  sign 1  of  the  world  and  its  commanders 
Silently  rested  in  its  sacred  beak ; 
And  thereon  all  those  living  spleudcnces. 
In  far  more  brightness,  entered  upon  songs 
That  from  my  memory  are  lapsed  and  gone. 

0  sweet  Love,  that  art  mantled  with  a  smile, 
How  fervent  in  those  embers  didst  appear. 
Which  have  for  holy  thoughts  alone  a  soul. 
After  the  prenous  ;md  i-i-tnliii'iil  gems, 
Jewelled  with  which  I  noted  the  sixth  light, 
Silence  imposed  upon  their  niigcl  bells, 
I  seemed  to  hear  the  mil  mm  ring  of  a  stream, 
That  down  from  rock  to  rock  pellucid  falls. 
Displaying  the  abundance  of  its  source: 
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And  as  tile  notes  upon  the  cittern's  neck 
Assume  their  tone,  and  at  the  ventages 
Of  the  recorder  the  escaping  breath, 
So,  no  delay  of  pause  being  interposed. 
This  murmuring  throughout  the  eagle  rose 
Up  through  the  neck,  as  if  it  had  been  hollow  : 
There  it  obtained  a  voice,  and  issued  thence 
From  out  the  beak  in  semblance  of  discourse 
Such  as  the  heart,  in  which  I  wrote  it,  sought : 

"  That  part  of  mo  which  views  and  bears  the  sun 
In  mortal  eagles,"  it  began  to  me, 
"Thou,  with  an  earliest  gaze,  uiusl  now  regard  ; 
For  of  the  lights  whence  I  my  figure  shape, 
These  with  which  sparkles  in  my  head  mine  eve. 
Of  all  the  rest  are  chiefest  in  tlieir  rank  : 
He,'  who  ns  pupil  in  the  middle  shines, 
That  singer  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was, 
From  town  to  town  who  bore  along  the  ark  : 

Now  he  has  learned  the  merit  of  his  song. 

So  far  as  of  his  will  it  was  the  elfcct, 
In  his  reward,  which  is  pinporlionntc. 

"  Of  those  five,  who  for  orbit  form  an  arch. 
The  one 'who  nearest  to  my  beak  is  placed. 
Gave  comfort  l<>  I  he  widow  for  her  son : 
Now  he  has  learned  how  heavily  it  costs 
Xol  following  I'lirisi,  by  tin:  e\]ierienec 
Of  this  sweet  life,  and  of  its  opposite. 
And  he*  who  in  the  circle  follows  next. 
Of  which  I  speak,  upon  ils  upper  arc. 
By  a  true  penitence  postponed  his  death : 
Now  he  has  learned  that  the  Eternal  Judgment 
Altered  is  not,  because  a  worthy  prayer 

-  DutoI.  2  Sam.  ri.  >  Trajan.   Fiirg,  X.  73. 
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On  earth  the  present  day  a  morrow  makes. 

The  next'who  follows,  with  bis  laws  and  me, 

In  good  intention  which  bears  Mil  fruit, 

liecame  Grui^k,  for  the  I'astor  to  make  way  ; 

Mow  he  bus  learned  this,  (hut  the  evil  drawn 

From  his  good  work  himself  has  injured  not. 

Although  by  it  the  world  has  been  destroyed.  "' 

And  him  thou  mayst  see  in  the  loiter  curve, 

Was  Gulielmo,*  whom  that  land  laments. 

Which  weeps  for  Charles  and  living  Frederick  : 

Now  he  has  learned  what  mighty  love  bestows 

Upon  a  jusl  king  Heaven  ;  and  with  the  sight 

Of  its  own  light  it  further  shows  it.  him. 

Who  wandering  on  the  earth  below  would  think, 

That  Bipheus'  the  Trojan  in  this  group 

Of  the  blest  luminaries  was  the  fifth  ? 

Now  he  has  learned  a  part  of  what  the  world  11 

In  the  Divine  Grace  cannot  understand ; 

Although  his  vision  reaches  not  its  depths." 

E'en  as  the  lark  that  floating  in  the  air 
Fust  sini;.-  awhile,  then  causes  satisfied 
On  the  last  sweetness  that  gives  full  content ; 
So  seemed  to  me  the  image  of  the  seal 
Of  the  Eternal  Will,  at  whose  behest 
All  things  as  they  esist  are  made  to  be. 
And  notwithstanding  [  was  to  my  doubt. 
As  glass. unto  the  colour  lining  it. 
No  time  in  silence  would  it  let  me  wait, 
Hut  frommy  mouth  :  "  These  things  what  can  they  lie  ?  " 
Compelled  it  me  to  utter  by  its  force ; 
Whereon  I  saw  great  joy  of  Hushing  rays  : 
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And  afterwards,  with  brighter  glowing  eye. 
The  blessed  emblem  made  to  me  response 
To  bold  me  not  in  marvelling  suspense. 

"I  see  that  thou  these  matters  dost  believe 
Ik-eause  1  tell  them,  but  thou  kuow'st  not  why; 
Ro  that,  not  understood,  they  are  believed. 
Thou  art  as  one  who  by  its  name  a  tiling 
Well  kiLows  ;  but  what  its  uuiddity  may  be 
Cnrmot  conceive  unless  by  others  taught. 
The  heavenly  kingdom  suffers  violence ' 
From  living  hope  and  animiUing  love, 
Which  the  divine  intention  overcome  j 
Not  as  a  man  against  a  man  prevails, 
lint  conquer  it,  as  il  wills  to  be  conquered, 
And  conquered  conquers  by  its  elenienev. 

"  Upon  the  orbit  the  souls  first  and  fifth* 
Astonish  thee,  for  that  with  them  thou  scest 
Tlir  region  id  the  Angels  is  adorned. 
They  left  their  bodies  not,  as  thou  dost  think, 
Gentiles,  but  Christians  in  established  faith. 
Of  the  pierced  feet,  or  pierced  that  were  to  be; 
For  one  of  them  from  Hell,  whence  none  returns 
Ever  to  good-will,  to  his  bones  came  back, 
And  this  of  lively  hope  was  the  reward : 
Of  lively  hope  which  threw  its  potency 
Into  the  prayers  to  God  made,  to  upraise  him, 
Ho  that  his  power  of  willing  might  be  stirred. 
The  glorious  soul  of  which  w  e  hold  discourse, 
To  flesh  returned,  in  which  short  time  it  dwelt, 
lle'icved  on  him  who  bad  (he  power  to  save  ; 
And  in  this  Faith  was  kindled  to  such  heat 
Of  true  love,  (hat  upon  its  second  death 

•  Mutu  si.  12. 
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Worthy  it  wns  to  come  into  this  joy. 

The  other,'  by  grace,  which  from  so  fathomless 

A  well  distils,  that,  no  created  one 

Has  ever  bent  the  eye  on  its  first  source. 

On  earth  placed  all  his  love  in  rectitude  : 

Wherefore  from  grace  to  grace  God  opened  him 

His  vision  our  Redemption  to  foresee  : 

And  he  believed  in  it,  nor  could  abide 

The  stench  of  paganism  from  thenceforth, 

And  he  reproved  of  it  the  erring  men. 

In  place  of  baptism  were  those  Ladies  three, 

Whom  thou  beside  the  right  wheel  didst  behold, 

More  than  a  thousand  years  ere  baptism  was. 

"Predestination,  0  how  far  removed 
Is  thine  original  trum  I  In.'  t  iura rrl ~. 
Which  the  First  Cause  do  not  entirely  sec ! 
And  you,  ye  mortals,  hold  yourselves  exact 
To  judge  of  that,  which  we,  who  God  behold, 
All  the  elected,  understand  not  yet ; 
And  here  such  failure  a  delight  become?, 
liecause  our  good  is  bounded  in  thin  good, 
That  whatsoe'er  God  wills,  will  also  we." 

From  that  divine  resemblance  on  this  wise. 
To  make  within  me  bright  my  vision  short, 
This  pleasing  medicine  on  mo  was  bestowed. 
And  as  on  singer  good  a  lutist  good, 
Makes  follow  the  vibration  of  the  strings, 
So  that  the  song  may  more  of  pleasure  gain  : 
So  while  it  conversed,  I  can  recollect 
That  I  the  two  blest  luminaries  saw,' 
E'en  as  concurs  the  twinkling  of  the  eyes, 
Vibrato  together  with  the  words  their  dames. 

1  EUpbetu.  1  Tnyan  and  fiipheiix. 
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Again  mine  ryns  were  fixed  upon  the  face 
Of  my  fair  Lady,  and  with  tlii'm  niv  mind, 
That  from  all  other  matter  was  removed  : 
And  smiled  site  not :  but,  "  If  I  were  to  smile," 
Began  she  to  me,  "such  wonldst  thou  become 
As  Scmele  to  ashes  when  reduced  ; 
Hceausi;  my  heanly,  which  upon  the  stairs 
Of  the  eternal  palace  brighter  grows, 
As  thou  hast  marked,  the  higher  it  ascends, 
Unless  it 'were  attempered,  shines  so  bright. 
That  at  its  lightning-glance  thy  mortal  power 
Would  as  a  branch  show  by  the  thunder  riven. 
We  to  the  seventh  splendour  now  are  raised, 
Which  underneath  the  burning  Lion's  breast 
A  tempered  influence  radiates  below.' 
Fix  thine  attention  following  thine  eyes, 
And  make  of  them  a  mirror  for  the  form 
Which  in  this  mirror  will  to  thee  be  shown." 


'  Sitfuni  is  in  Ls.i,  ml  its  ratlin]  coM  u  tempered  by  Hie  warmth 
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Whoso  conceives  what  was  the  pasturage 
Of  my  regards  on  that  blot  countenance, 
When  to  another  care  aside  I  turned. 
Will  understand  lion  |ili  ;i>in^  'twas  to  me 
My  heavenly  conductor  lo  obey, 
Wri^liiii};  tlir  tmf  against  the  other  side. 

Within  the  crystal  which  the  title  bears, 
Circling  the  world,  of  its  beloved  king,' 
Under  whose  rule  all  wickedness  was  dead, 
Of  hue  tif  gold  on  which  a  sunbeam  falls, 
I  saw  a  flight  of  steps  built  in  ascent, 
So  high  mine  eyesight  could  not  follow  them. 
Further  I  saw  ascL'iulinii  on  (lie  steps 
Such  splcndences,  that  I  thought  all  the  light 
In  heaven  seen  from  them  must  be  diffused ; 
And,  as  their  nature's  iuslmel  to  fulfil. 
The  rooks  assembled  at  the  break  of  day 
To  warm  their  chill  wings  into  motion  get, 
When  some  away  depart  and  come  not  hack ; 
Others  return  to  whence  nt  first  they  flew. 
And  others  wheeling  round  a  sojourn  make  ; 
So  seemed  it  me  that  in  that  place  were  some 
Among  that  brightness  who  together  flocked. 
Soon  as  a  certain  step  they  had  attained  : 
And  that  one  who  the  nearest  to  me  stayed, 
Decame  so  bright,  that  in  my  thoughts  I  said  : 
'  I  see  the  love  whicli  thou  dost  indicate' 
liut  she  from  whom  I  take  the  when  and  how 
For  speech  or  silence,  stood  mute;  wherefore  I, 
Against  my  wish,  did  well  in  asking  not. 
Whereupon  she,  my  silence  who  beheld 
Within  the  sight  of  Him  who  all  things  sees, 
Said  to  me  :  "  Satisfy  thy  fervent  wish." 


=  Solum,  itie  Kinc  of  the  Golden  Ace. 
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And  I  commencement  made  :  "  My  own  desert* 
Make  me  not  worthy  lliy  reply  to  have; 
But  by  her  who  has  granted  me  this  boon, 
O  lik-ssnjd  life,  that  (lost  iushrouded  stand 
In  thine  own  gladness,  let  to  me  be  known 
The  reason  why  so  close  to  me  thou  art ; 
And  also  why  within  this  sphere  is  mute  ■ 
The  dulcet  symphony  of  Paradise, 
Which  in  the  lower  so  devoutly  sounds." 

"Thou  hast  a  mortal  ear  as  well  as  sight," 
Answered  he  me ;  "  whence  here  there  is  no  song 
I'or  the  same  cause  that  Beatrice  has  no  smile. 
Down  on  the  stages  of  the  sacred  stair 
For  thy  joy  only  have  1  come  so  low, 
With  speech,  and  with  the  light,  that  mantles  me  ; 
Nor  readier  <lid  make  mc  greater  love ; 
As  much  and  greater  love  above  there  shines, 
I'i'en  as  their  radiance  to  thee  manifests. 
But  the  High  Love  winch  here  makes  ministers 
Prompt  of  the  compel  which  directs  the  world. 
Appoints  in  this  place,  as  thou  dost  ohserve." 
"  Well  I  discern,"  I  said,  «  O  sacred  lamp. 
How  in  this  court  aiTection  unrestrained, 
■Suffices  providence  eterne  to  obey. 
But  this  is  what  to  understand  seems  hard  : 
Predestinated  only  why  wast  thou 
For  this  employment  of  thy  company  ?" 

Before  I  had  arrived  at  my  last  words, 
He  of  his  juncr  light  a  centre  made, 
Whirling  liiiiisi'lf  round  like  a  rapid  mill. 
Answered  mc  then  the  love  that  was  within  : 
"  On  me  directed  is  a  light  divine, 
Piercing  through  this  within  which  I  am  wrapt, 
Whose  potency  with  mine  own  vision  joined 


Lifts  me  above  myself,  that  I  can  see 

The  Highest  Essence  from  which  tliis  proceed*. 

Hence  is  derived  the  joy  in  which  I  blaze, 

For  to  my  vision  as  it  dear  becomes 

I  equal  make  the  clearness  of  my  flume. 

But  in  the  heavens  the  soul  most  purified, 

The  Seraphim  with  sight  most  fixed  on  God, 

Could  not  resolve  thee  in  thy  questioning; 

Because  to  far  removed  is  in  the  abyss 

Of  the  Eternal  Statute  what  thou  askest, 

That  from  all  siirht  create  it  is  cut  off. 

Aud  to  the  mortal  world,  returning  thou, 

This  thing  relate,  that  no  one  may  presume 

To  such  a-  wonder  to  attempt  approach. 

The  miud,  here  bright,  is  smoky  on  the  earth, 

Therefore  consider  how  it  can  below 

Do  what  it  cannot  when  by  heaven  raised." 

His  words  upon  me  such  prescription  laid, 
That  I  my  questions  left,  and  I  drew  back 
Humbly  to  ask  of  him  who  lie  had  been. 
"Twixt  the  two  shores  of  Italy  rise  hills, 
Which  from  thy  country  arc  not  far  removed. 
So  high,  that  underneath  the  thunder  rolls ; 
They  form  an  cmiin-iu-e,  ('atria'  named, 

Which  has  to  worship  only  been  applied." 
Began  again  on  tliis  wise  his  thin)  speech ; 
Aud  in  continuance  said  he  :  "  In  this  place 
Became  I  in  God's  service  so  confirmed. 
That  only  fed  upon  the  olive's  juice, 

W  of  which  ~l  1  ;r„-       i,-,,t  ,.f  H.in'.-i  i         ,li  K.mta  AvoltolllJ  t)!e 

retv.nt  ,T  Pier  Diimiiind.  tl<<  «..<  n,ii^  :t  (WLrml  (ih  alludul  1..  in 
v.  12S)  in  1057,  i.li.I  il.  !('«>.  Fi.trf,  IW«,  M.i^tiiuw  .r"lifu".*l 
witU  ]:im,  L.uiL'li"!  ci  -li  vu;it  nif  .^itiU  Unrin  Jl'I  iVrto,  neat  Kavenon, 
and  d.  ]11B. 
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Lightly  1  passed  the  summers  and  the  frosts, 

Contented  with  my  contemplative  thong] its. 

That  cloister  used  to  yield  fruit  to  these  skies 

Tii  plenty,  but  it  now  is  rendered  naught. 

So  that  it  must  in  short  time  be  found  out. 

In  tliat  place  lived  I,  Pier  Damiano  ; 

(Pictro  Peccator  was  in  the  house 

(Jf  our  Lady  on  the  Adriatic  shore  :) 

Little  of  mortal  life  to  roc  was  left, 

When  to  tliat  hat  I  summoned  was  and  forced, 

Which  ever  passes  from  the  bad  to  worse. 

Went  Cephas,  and  that  mighty  Vessel  went ' 

Of  the  Holy  Spirit,  poor  and  barefooted, 

Receiving  victuals  from  any  house  : 

Now  upon  cither  side  must  have  their  suite. 

The  modem  pastors,  some  to  lead  the  horse. 

Such  their  importance,  some  to  bear  the  train. 

Their  palfreys  and  thnn-ilu-s  in  cloaks  they  hide, 

So  that  two  beasts  in  the  same  housings  go  : 

0  Patience,  that  for  so  long  hast  endured  !" 

Upon  this  sentence  I  beheld  more  flames 

1  Vscend  from  stair  to  stair,  and  eddy  round. 
And  at  each  turn  more  beautiful  they  grew. 
Hound  this  one  they  collected  and  stood  still. 
And  raised  a  cry  of  such  exalted  tone, 

That  here  for  it  no  likeness  can  be  found; 
Nor  heard  it  I,  its  sound  so  vanquished  me. 

1  St.  Pewr,  and  8t.  Pnul. 
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ST  BENEDICT- ASCENT  TO  TUB  ElOTU'H  HniBBH,  Oil  »[•][ 

Ik  terror  overpowered,  to  my  guide 
[  turned  me,  like  the  little  child  who  runs 
Ever  to  where  it  lias  most  confidence : 
And  she  like  mother  who  Iht  coiiit'urt  givi* 
On  the  instant  to  her  pale  and  breathless  son 
With  accents  that  are  wont  to  reassure 
Said  :  "  Know'st  tliou  not  that  thou  in  heaven 
And  know'st  thou  not  that  Heaven  is  all  holy, 
And  this  which  happens  now  is  of  good  zeal  ? 
How  would  the  singing  have  transported  thee, 
And  I,  if  smiling,  now  thou  mayst  reflect, 
Since  this  cry  so  much  has  affected  thee  ; 


i'AiiALiisi:. 


In  which  if  thou  liadst  understood  their  prayers. 
Disclosed  to  tliee  the  vengeance  oow  would  stand, 
Which  thou  before  thy  living  day  shalt  sec. 
Smites  not  the  falchion  from  oil  high  in  haste, 
Nor  tardily,  exeept  in  thought  of  them 
W  ho  wait  for  it  in  longing  or  in  fear. 
But  to  the  others  turn  thee  round  again ; 
For  some  illustrious  spirits  thou  wilt  sec, 
If,  as  I  bid  thee,  thou  bring  back  thy  looks." 

I,  at  her  pleasure,  did  mine  eyes  direct, 
And  1  an  hundred  globes  saw  which  together 
Increased  in  beauty  in  their  mutual  rays. 
1  stood  as  one  within  himself  who  checks 
The  edge  of  his  desire,  and  ventures  not 

And  that,  which  largest  and  the  brightest  was 

Among  those  margarites,  before  me  came 

Of  his  own  will,  to  give  my  wish  content. 

Within  it  then  I  heard :  "  If  thou  couldst  nuui, 

As  I,  the  love  among  us  which  is  kindled. 

Thy  wishes  would  be  manifestly  seen; 

Hut,  that  in  waiting  thou  mayst  not  delay 

On  thy  high  purpose,  I  will  give  reply 

To  thy  thoughts  only,  which  Ihou  dost  repress. 

The  mountain  '  on  whose  Hank  Oassiuo  lies. 

Was  on  its  summit  erst  inhabited 

By  the  deceived  and  evil-hearted  race; 

And  I  am  he  who  up  to  it  lirst  bore 

The  name  of  Him  who  introduced  on  earth 

The  truth  which  in  (his  place  so  much  exalts; 

And  on  me  there  did  shine  so  much  of  grace, 

1  Jtluntc  Ca-smn.i,  in  (.lit-  kin^i  .in  .if  N;ij.k-~,  ui-jii  wliicli  a  telujjle  ..I 
A)«.ll.i  st<xd,  ithicli  was  il.~lri.inl  hy  Si,  UotiL.lirt,  anil  where  he  built 
the  first  lnormxttry  ufbis  rinter, 


PARADISE. 


That  1  recovered  the  surrounding  towns 

From  the  curat  worship  that  seduced  the  world. 

TIh-sl'  other  torches,  iUl  contemplative 

Men  were,  and  they  were  kindled  by  that  heat 

Which  makes  the  holy  fruit  and  flowers  grow. 

There  is  JIaearius,*  there  lioraoaldo,1 

There  are  my  brethren,  who  within  the  cloister 

Trod,  and  maintained  their  resolution  firm." 

And  I  to  him :  "The  love  thou  dost  display 
In  speaking  with  me,  and  the  fond  regards 
I  sec,  in  all  your  ilauies  is  to  bo  seen ; 
So  has  expanded  ine  my  confidence, 
As  does  the  rose  the  sun,  when  opened  forth 
It  is  as  much  as  to  it  is  allowed. 
Wherefore  I  pray,  and  thou,  my  father,  say 
If  L  so  much  grace  may  assume  that  I 
May  see  thee  with  thy  figure  unconcealed." 

Then  he :  "  0  brother,  thine  exalted  wish 
Within  the  last  sphere  will  fulfillment  gain. 
Where  arc  fulfilled  all  others  and  mine  own. 
There  is  mature,  and  perfect,  and  complete 
Every  desire;  within  that  alone 
Is  every  part  where  it  has  always  been  ; 

i\nd  reaches  up  our  ladder  far  as  this, 
Whence  from  thine  eyesight  it  thus  vanishes, 
far  as  that  height  saw  it  the  Patriarch 
Jacob,  extending  its  superior  part, 
When  full  of  Angels  it  was  shown  to  him. 
But  to  ascend  it,  none  now  ever  takes 
His  feet  from  of}' earth;  and  my  regulation? 
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Only  to  spoil  the  paper  stay  below. 

The  walls  that  once  an  abbey  used  to  be, 

Are  now  become  a  den,  and  the  monks'  cowls 

Are  sacks  that  are  tilled  up  with  worthless  meal; 

For  grievous  usury  not  so  much  offends 

Against  what  pleases  (jod,  as  does  that  fruit 

Home  by  the  heart  of  such  perverted  monks : 

lfor,  what  the  Church  possesses,  all  of  it 

Belongs  to  them  who  worship  in  God's  name. 

Ami  not  to  kinsfolk,  or  to  others  worse. 

The  flesh  of  mortals  is  so  pliable. 

That  good  beginnings  last  not  upmi  earth, 

From  the  oak's  birth  until  it  acorns  bears. 

I'eler  began,  without  or  gold  or  silver. 

And  I,  with  fasting  and  with  use  of  prayer, 

And  Francis,  humbly,  his  community. 

Ami  the  beginning  if  thou  view  of  each, 

Then  reflect  wliither  it  has  gone  astray, 

From  white  lo  black  thou  wilt  remark  it  changed. 

Truly  the  river  Jordan,  driven  back. 

Or  the  sea  flying  at  God's  will,  were  more 

A  miracle  to  see,  than  aidance  here." ' 

Tims  spoke  he  to  me ;  and  from  thence  returned 
Duck  to  liis  colleagues,  and  his  colleagues  closed ; 
Then  like  a  whirlwind  all  were  carried  up. 
The  lovely  Lady  drew  me  after  them 
Up  by  that  staircase  at  a  single  nod, 
So  did  her  power  my  nature  overcome ; 
Nor  o'er  on  earth,  in  climbing  or  ascent, 
ISy  nature  has  such  rapid  motion  been, 
As  that  it  could  be  equalled  with  my  flight. 


therefore  t>c  npectad, 


As  may  I,  lteader,  regain  that  devout 
Triumph,  for  sake  of  wliich  I  oft  bewail 
My  own  transgressions,  and  my  bosom  strike, 
So  quick  tliou  coiildst  oot  have  put  in  and  drawn 
From  fire  thy  finger,  as  I  saw  the  sign 1 
Which  follows  Taurus,  and  within  it  was. 

O  glorious  constellation,  O  light  charged 
With  mighty  power,  in  which  I  recognise 
My  character,  whatever  it  may  be; 
With  you  arose,  and  with  you  iled  from  sight, 
lie  that  ia  father  of  all  mortal  life, 
When  at  the  first  I  drew  the  Tuscan  air ; 
And  afterwards  when  grace  to  me  was  lent 
To  enter  the  high  sphere  which  there  revolves, 
Your  region  was  the  one  to  me  assigned. 
To  you  devoutly  now  its  wishes  breathes 
My  spirit,  that  a  virtue  it  may  gain 
b'or  the  hard  pass  to  which  it  is  attracted. 

"  To  Highest  Welfare  now  thou  art  so  near," 
lii'jiiiu  ilms  Heat  rice,  "  that  it  were  fit 
Thou  hadst  thine  eyes  acute  and  purified  ; 
And  therefore  ere  thou  further  enterest, 
Downwards  look  back,  and  note  the;  universe 
Beneath  thy  iVd  which  is  already  spread; 
So  that  thy  heart,  as  fiur  as  may  be,  glad 
May  make  approach  to  the  triumphant  throng 
Wbicli  through  the  rounded  ether  goes  in  joy." 

In  sight  I  took  my  way  back  through  them  all, 
The  seven  spheres,  and  I  beheld  this  globe 
Such  that  I  smiled  at  its  appearance  vile  ; 
And  I  approve  as  worthy  his  resolve, 

1  Otmini ;  in  *bieli  rign  llif  win  was  at  Dante's  Uirtb. 


p  nit  a  man 


Who  holds  it  light ;  and  who  seeks  other  things 

May  of  a  certainty  hi?  virtuous  called. 

1  saw  the  daughter  of  Latona  shine 

Without  that  shadow,  which  the  reason  was 

By  which  I  one  time  thought  it  rare  and  dense.' 

Hyperion,  the  aspect  of  thy  son,' 

Sustained  I  there,  and  saw  in  what  sort  moved 

Near  and  around  him  Maia  and  Cioiie :' 

Temperate  Jupiter  appeared  to  me 

'Twixt  son  and  father;*  and  to  me  grew  clear 

The  change  in  their  positions  which  takes  place  ; 

And  the  whole  seven  were  to  me  disclosed, 

Of  size  and  swiftness  even  as  they  ore, 

And  in  their  distances  as  they  are  set. 

This  little  spot,  which  makes  us  here  so  proud, 

As  I  revolved  with  the  Hcrnal  Tnks, 

Wholly  appeared  to  me  with  hills  and  seas  :' 

Then  to  the  fair  eyes,  I  returned  miue  eyes. 

1  fn.  ii.  60.  '  Tho  Bun. 

"  The  niuthein  of  Ml  iviii  v  run!  Vi-mis  ;  [.ill  for  IIkhu  1-laueU. 
■'  Mars  junl  Saturn. 

1  Dante,  Uierdluv,  Ji*  Ik:  iln-  winili:  hilliitilMu  until,  in  i.Ui.,- 

iU:  lutritliiui  i.f  .P.Tusil.'tii,  j.hivl  liv  ilit  j;cnfim]iliy  of  hi.n  time  in  ils 
oentro.    Sue  fii.  uvu.  79. 
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TIIR  TIUUUFH  OF  CURIST.— TJ1B  ULEB3ED  VIRGIN. 

Like  to  a  bird,  in  the  loved  foliage 
Couched  by  the  neat  of  her  sweet  progeny, 
Throughout  the  night,  that  hides  tin:  things  affart.li, 
Who  for  flic  sight  of  their  desired  regards, 
And  for  the  quest  of  food  for  their  repast. 
Wherein  hard  labours  sweet  to  her  become, 

And  with  an  ardent  gaze  aivnits  the  sun. 

Earnestly  looking  for  the  birth  of  day ; 

So  stood  (he  Lady  mine  attentively 

And  vigilant,  towiirrls  t.lut.  quarter  1  turned, 

Reneath  which  his  lcasl  speed  displays  the  miii  ■ 

So  that  I,  seeing  her  eager  in  suspense, 

llecaine  like  to  a  man  who  in  desire 

Longs  for  a  thing,  and  in  his  hope  delights. 

Yet  little  space  between  the  two  times  lapsed ; 

1  mean  of  mine  expectance,  and  the  sight 

Of  heaven  "that  more  ntid  more  resplendent  grew. . 

And  Beatrice  said":  "Behold  the  multitudes 

Of  Christ  bis  triumph,  and  the  fruitage  all  " 

1  The  nouth.    The  ami  nppeara  to  Hum  the  ulnvreal  when  near  the 
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Gathered  within  the  circles  of  these  spheres." 
It  seemed  to  me  that  all  her  countenance  glowed  ; 
And  with  (Might  she  had  her  eyes  so  filled 
That  unrecounted  I  must  pass  it  by. 

As  in  the  season  of  serene  full-moon 
Trivia ' smiles  among  the  eternal  Nymph", 
Who  deck  the  firmament  in  all  its  vaults ; 
Above  a  thousand  lamps  I  now  beheld 
The  sun  illuminating  all  of  them. 
As  does  our  own  the  tilings  of  upper  sight ; '  " 
And  through  the  living  light  transparent  beamed 
The  lucid  substance  in  such  vivid  sheen 
Upon  mine  eves,  that  T  endured  it  not. 

O  Iieatrii'e,  mv  hived  ;ui<]  li-iuh-r  ^uhlr' 

She  then  to  me  ;  "  This,  which  o'erpowers  thee, 
Is  virtue  with  which  none  can  be  compared. 
The  Wisdom  *  and  the  Power  there  exists. 
Which  opened  up  the  way  't\ri\f  Heaven  and  earth, 
For  which  so  long  expectancy  had  been." 
As  lightning  is  discharged  from  out  a  eloud 
Dilated  more  than  it  can  longer  hold, 
And,  'gainst  its  nature,  downwards  falls  to  earth  ; 
E'en  so  mine  intellect,  amid  these  joys 
Grown  larger,  swelled  beyond  its  proper  self. 
And  knows  not  to  recall  what  it  became. 

"  Open  thine  eyes,  and  view  me  as  I  am ; 
Thou  hast  seen  such  things,  that  of  potency 
Art  thou  become  now  to  sustain  ray  smile." 

J  Awarding  to  the  belief  (already  alluded  to  Pa.  jx  fi,)  Hut  nil  the 
stsrH  derive  their  light  fn.m  the  Bin.  1  Chrirt. 
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Like  to  o  man  was  I,  what  time  he  wakes 
Prom  unreme inhered  visions,  anil  who  tries 
hi  vain  to  bring  them  hack  into  his  thoughts. 
When  I  this  proffer  heard,  tiiat  worthy  was 
Of  such  acceptance,  as  will  never  fade 
From  out  the  volume  wliicli  reviews  the  past. 
If  all  the  languages  could  sound  again, 
Which  Polyhymnia  with  her  sisters  made 
With  their  most  sweet  milk  more  luxuriant, 
To  aid  me,  to  a  thousandth  of  the  truth 
They  could  uot  reach,  singing  the  holy  smile, 
And  how  it.  perfect  made  licr  sacred  face. 
And  thus,  as  I  prefigure  Paradise, 
My  sacred  poem  here  must  take  a  ieap. 
Like  one  who  finds  his  road  is  cut  away  : 
But  whoso  thinks  upon  the  weighty  theme, 
And  on  the  mortal  shoulders  charged  with  it. 
Will  ncil  upbraid,  if  under  it  they  tremble. 
No  voyage  is  it  for  a  little  bark. 
This  which  is  opened  by  my  daring  prow. 
Nor  for  a  sailor  who  himself  would  spare. 

"Enthralls  thee  since  so  much  my  countenance, 
Why  dost  thou  not  on  the  fair  garden  look, 
Which  blossoms  underneath  the  rays  of  Christ  ? 
There  is  the  Rose* in  which  (he  Wurd  Divine 
Became  Flesh ;  and  there  also  arc  the  Lilies,6 
Following  whose  odour  the  good  way  is  learned." 

Thus  Beatrice;  and  I,  who  to  her  counsel 
Was  ever  prompt,  again  applied  myself 
Unto  the  struggle  with  my  drooping  lids. 
As  in  the  sunlight,  that  is  brightly  poured 
From  broken  clouds,  some  time  a  flowery  mead 
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Mine  eyes  have  seen,  fheriisrlvi's  in  shadow  wrap  I ; 
Tims  saw  I  many  throngs  of  shilling  ones 
Lighted  by  fulgent  radiance  from  above, 
Yet  of  that  radiatiei-  could  not  sec  the  source. 

0  Power  benign,  that  doat  impress  them  tlius, 
Thou  didst  exalt  thyself  to  give  me  space 
There  for  mine  cyea  that  were  not  of  fit  strength. 
The  name  of  the  fair  Flower,  which  I  invoke 
Morning  and  evening,  wholly  occupied 
My  thoughts  in  looking  for  the  greatest  light : 
And  as  depicted  to  nie  mine  eyes  twain 
The  form  and  brightness  of  that  living  star. 
In  heaven  excelling,  as  she  on  earth  excelled, 
From  out  the  sky  a  blazing  meteor  fell, 
Slmpnl  like  ii  riiii;  in  iijniiv  of  a  crown, 
And  circled  her,  and  round  about  her  wheeled. 
The  melody  which  most  delightful  sounds 
On  earth,  and  towards  it  most  attracts  the  soul. 
Would  seem  a  cloud  that  growls  as  it  is  rent, 
Compared  with  the  discoursing  of  t lint  harp 
By  which  was  garlanded  the  Sapphire  fair, 
With  which  the  brightest  heaven  is  ingernined. 

"  I  am  the  Love  Angelic,  which  surrounds 
The  exalted  joy,  that  from  the  womb  is  breathed, 
Which  was  the  abiding  place  of  our  Hope; 
And  will  surround,  0  Heavenly  Lady,  while 
Thy  Son  thou  folio  west,  to  make  divine 
Yet  more,  on  entering  it,  the  sphere  supreme." 
On  this  wise  the  encircling  melody 
Received  its  seal,  and  all  the  other  lights 
The  name  of  Mary  did  make  resonant. 
The  royal  mantling '  of  all  the  volumes 
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Of  the  universe,  that  stronger  glows  ami  lives 

In  the  close  presence  mid  the  breath  of  God, 

Upheld  above  us  its  interior  side, 

Distant,  by  such  a  spaee,  (hat  its  upjieaiumv, 

From  whence  I  was,  as  jet  could  not  be  seen. 

"Wherefore  mine  eyes  had  not  ability 

To  follow  on  that  crown- en  circled  flame, 

Which  upwards  soareil  and  to  its  source  drew  near.  ™ 

And  like  a  little  child,  who  to  the  breast. 

After  its  1111  of  milk,  extends  the  arms, 

In  love  which  thus  is  outwardly  expressed, 

Each  of  those  splendours  tended  upwardly 

So  with  its  summit.,  thai  1 1  n -  dn'p  uil'tetioii 

They  had  for  Mary  was  to  me  disclosed. 

Thereon  within  my  visioo  they  remained 

Singing  so  pleasingly  :  " Regiua  eali ;"  " 

That  from  me  never  will  Hie  joy  depart. 

O  how  great  is  the  pleuteousness  contained  "* 
In  those  most  wealthy  treasure-chests,  that  were 
On  earth  good  husbandmen  to  sow  the  seed  ! 
Rejoice  I  hey  here,  and  on  the  treasure  live, 
That  was  acquired  while  they  wept  in  exile 
In  Babylon,'  where  they  did  leave  their  gold  ; 
Mere  triumphs,  underneath  the  lofty  Son 
Of  God  and  Mary,  for  his  victory, 
And  with  the  Ancient  Counsel  and  the  New, 
lie,1  of  this  glory  who  retains  the  keys. 

s  "  0  Qii.-cn  ,,f  llunvfji  "— Ih.!  sirs-,  w.t.]h  ,n" a  livinn  (.,  Itm  Virgin. 
'  I)nrii.S  Un  ir  tm-thlj  life. 

1  St.  Peter  with  the  otLcr  MiinW  r.f  the  OM  unit  New  Testament. 
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"O  COMPANY  to  the  great  supper  bid 

(IT  ilii'  1 11< 'si  Lamb,  who  set?  before  you  food, 

Such  that  your  wants  nre  ever  satisfied  : 

Since  by  I  lie  gran;  of  (kid  llii=  man  foretastes 

Of  that,  which  from  your  table  falls  to  ground. 

Before  death  hns  assigned  bis  period, 

To  his  vast  loii'.-iiiL;  sumo  atliTiliori  give, 

And  abed  some  dew  upon  him  :  for  ye  drink 

Aye  from  that  spring,  whence  what  lie  wishes  flows." 
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Tims  Beatrice :  and  those  rejoicing  spirits 
Uecanie  as  spheres  revolving  mi  thed  pules, 
Like  unto  cornels  streaming  forth  bright  light : 
And  as  the  train  of  wheels  within  a  clock 
Moves,  and  the  first,  if  it  be  closely  watched, 
Seems  to  be  motionless,  the  last  to  fly ; 
Even  in  such  manner  these  carollcrs, 
Dancing  in  different  measure,  of  their  wealth 
Afforded  judgment  by  their  speed  or  slowness. 
From  that,  which  I  of  greatest  beauty  marked, 
I  saw  a  (lame  stream  of  such  blessedness, 
That  it  exceeded  nil  in  purity : 
And  three  times  circling  around  licatrice 
It  wheeled  with  so  divine  a  minstrelsy, 
As  even  fancy  cannot  trace  again  ; 
Ho  the  pen  skips  it,  and  1  write  it  not : 
For  our  imagination  in  such  depths. 
E'en  as  our  words  are,  is  of  too  bright  tint.1 

"  0  hlesscd  sister  mine,  who  hast  besought 
Thus  earnestly ;  by  thine  affection  strong 
Thou  liast  detached  me  from  ( his  beauteous  sphere 
After  the  blessed  flame  was  come  to  rest, 
His  hrealh  unto  my  Lady  he  poured  forth, 
Speaking  in  manner  :tx  above  is  told. 
And  she  :  "  O  Light  cte.rue  of  that  great  man, 
To  whom  our  Saviour  bequeathed  the  keys, 
Which  he  on  earth  bore,  of  this  marvellous  joy ; 
Examine  this  man  in  points  slight  or  grave, 
As  pleases  thee,  in  what  concerns  the  Faith, 
Through  which  thou  didst  upon  the  waters  walk. 
If  lie  loves  rightly,  rightly  hopes,  believes. 
From  thee  is  not.  hid,  for  thou  canst  see  there, 
Where  everything  may  be  depicted  seen. 

1  A  metaphor  from  minting ;  in  whidi  bright  colour!  an-  not 
rc|irratlit  Uie  folds  i.f  ilRi|H<r>'.  it  '.tlier  'l'->'l'  Jiortiiiiin  i>f  n  piclun- 
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itut  since  this  kingdom  i^iins  its  citizens 

By  the  true  Faith,  to  give  it  glory  doe 

"J'lvere  good  that  of  it  lit-  should  have  to  speak." 

As  arms  himself  the  Bachelor,1  nor  speaks, 
Until  the  Master  has  the  question  put, 
Not  for  decision,  but  for  argument; 
Thus  with  all  reasonings  I  armed  myself, 
The  while  she  spoke,  that  I  might  be  prepared,  " 
For  such  a  querist,  iind  profession  such. 

"  Speak,  0  good  Christian,  and  declare  tlivsdf ; 
What  is  the  Faith  P"  whereon  I  raised  my  fare 
Towards  the  luminary  whence  this  came ; 
Then  turned  in  Beatrice  ami  she  a  quick 
Signal  made  to  me,  that  I  should  pour  forth 
The  water  from  mine  inner  fountain -head. 

"  The  grace  which  has  accorded  me  this  shrift 
Hy  the  great  Captain,"  thus  did  I  begin, 
"  May  it  permit  my  thoughts  to  lie  expressed  !" 
And  I  continued  :  "  As  the  truthful  pen 
Of  thy  dear  brother,  0  my  father,  wrote, 
Who  "with  thee  led  Rome  into  the  right  path  ; 
Faith  is  the  sub.-tatice  of  tliiiiL's  that  are  hoped,1 
And  is  the  evidence  of  tilings  not  seen ; 
And  this  fo  me  its  essence  seems  to  be." 
Thereon  I  heard:  "Correctly  thou  dost  hold. 
If  rightly  thou  perceives!  why  he  rests  it 
On  substance  first,  and  then  on  evidence." 

Followed  I  after  (hen  :  "  The  things  profound,  :" 
Which  of  their  si;>ht  have  made  me  largess  here, 

»  When  di.'pulin;  hi  tin-  t'lmi-nilv  Sclionls.  8t.  FelCT  lakiue  till' 
place  .if  the  llasler  i.r  JT..I.Tnr..r  in  :i  SvMn.tn!  ilii|>ul:ili..n. 
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Are  so  cunccalcd  from  eves  of  men  uli  earth, 
'Hint  their  e\isk'nce  wholly  lies  in  faith. 
On  which  is  founded  our  exalted  hope; 
Wherefore  the  name  of  substance  it  assumes  : 
But  of  this  faith,  there,  of  necessity 
We  must  discourse,  without  ft  further  view  ; 
Wherefore  it  takes  the  name  of  evidence." 

Thereon  I  heard  t  "  If  all  that  is  received 
On  earth  as  doctrine,  Here  thus  understood,  '" 
The  SOphiBfs  art  would  there  obtain  no  place." 
Thus  was  hreathed  forth  from  out  that  kindled  love ; 
Then  added  he :  "  Sufficiently  is  tried 
[!)■  t  Iiis  the  weight  and  alloy  of  this  coin  ; 
But.  say  if  thou  hast  of  it  in  thy  purse." 
Then  I :  "  Yes,  I  have  it  so  round  and  bright, 
That  of  its  mintage  not  oue  makes  me  douht." 

Upon  this  issued  from  the  inner  light 
Which  there  was  shining  :  "  This  gem  of  great  price, 
Upon  which  every  virtue  is  bestowed,  " 
Whence  comes  it?"  and  I:  "The  abundant,  rain 
Which  from  the  Holy  Spirit  is  poured  forth 
Upon  the  parchment,  ancient  and  the  now, 
The  rcasoiiiiii:  is,  which  lias  established  it 
With  such  conviction,  that  compared  with  it 
To  lack  edge  seem  all  other  arguments." 

Then  I  heard  this :  "  The  ancient  and  the  new 
Parts  of  the  reasoning  which  have  so  convinced. 
Why  dost  thou  as  the  Word  Divine  accept?" 
And  I :  "  The  proof,  which  has  revealed  the  truth,  " 
Is  in  the  works  that  followed,  for  which  nature 
The  iron  nor  heated,  nor  the  anvil  struck." 
Then  was  replied  lo  me  :  "  Say,  what  the  proof 
That  these  works  ever  took  place  ?  for  the  same 
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Which  thou  to  pVovc  art  seeking,  tells  th"c  them." 

"  To  Christianity  if  the  world  had  turned," 

I  said,  "  without  the  miracles,  this  one 

Is  such,  the  rest  are  not  its  hundredth  part ; 

Namely,  that  poor  and  fasting  thou  didst  enter 

Upon  the  field  to  sow  the  goodly  plant, 

Which  once  a  vine,  is  now  to  brambles  turned." 

When  this  was  done,  the  high  and  holy  throng 
Sounded  through  all  the  spheres;  "We praise  thee,  God!" 
In  melody  such  as  on  high  is  sung. 
Whereon  the  Chief,  who  thus  from  bough  to  hough 
In  his  examining  had  led  so  far 
That  to  the  farthest  branches  we  approached. 
Began  again:  "The  Grace  which  dominates 
Over  thy  mind,  has  made  to  ope  thy  mouth  J 
Up  to  this  time,  ;is  it  becomes  to  open;  "" 
And  I  approve  what  forth  from  it  has  flowed ; 
Itut  thou  must  now  confess  what  is  thy  creed, 
And  why  it  was  commended  to  thy  faith." 

"  0  holy  father,  0  spirit  that  dost  see 
What  thou  didst  so  believe,  thou  didst  surpass 
More  joutliful  feet  to  reach  the  sepulchre,"  * 
Thus  I  began  then,  "  thou  wouldst  have  me  show 
The  formulary  of  my  prompt  belief, 
Also  tlie  reason  for  it  thou  dost  seek. 
I  answer  thus :  In  one  God  I  believe, 
Sole  and  eternal,  who  moves  nil  the  spheres, 
Himself  unmoved,  by  love  and  appetence ; 
And  of  this  faith  not  only  have  I  proofs 
Physic  and  metaphysic,  but  persuades 
Also  the  truth  which  was  from  hence  rained  down 
By  Moses,  and  the  Prophets,  and  the  Psalms, 

'  John  cune  first  to  the  wpnlslirc  ;  hut  Peter  went  in  tat  (Jubu 
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By  the  Evangels,  and  by  you  who  wrote. 
After  the  Holy  Spirit  made  you  bleat. 
In  Persons  Three  eturne  believe  I,  these 
One  Essence  I  believe,  so  one,  so  trine, 
That  aiuil  and  csl '  [hey  equally  sustain. 
Of  this  deep  being  of  divinity, 
Of  which  I  now  speak,  has  convinced  my  mind 
The  Gospel  doctrine  in  full  many  tests. 
This  is  the  principle,  this  is  the  spark 
Which  afterwards  into  a  bright  llsime  spreads, 
And,  like  a  star  in  heaven,  shines  in  me." 

E'en  as  the  Lord  who  hears  what  pleases  him, 
His  messenger  embraces,  in  his  joy 
At  his  intelligence,  when  he  has  done ; 
So  pouring  blessings  on  me  in  his  song, 
Three  times  encircled  me,  when  I  had  ceased. 
The  Apostolic  light,  at  whose  command 
I  spoke;  so  had  1  pleased  him  by  my  words. 
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If  e'er  it  happens  Hint  tins  sacred  strain. 

To  which  both  heaven  and  earth  have  lent  Ihcir  aid. 

Ami  which  for  many  years  lias  kept  me  thin. 

Should  overcome  the  hate  which  locks  me  out 

From  the  Fair  sheep-fold,'  where  I  slept  a  iamb 

lly  the  wolves  hated  who  make  war  on  it ; 

Then  with  another  voice,  with  other  fleece 

T  should  return  a  poel,  and  at  the  font 

Of  my  baptizing  should  assume  (he  wreath; 

liecausc  info  tiic  Faith,  which  does  make  known  " 

The  souls  to  God,  I  entered  there,  and  since 

Peter  for  this  did  so  wheel  round  my  sight." 

A  light  advanced  towards  us  afterwards 
b'rom  out  tli at  company,  whence  came  the  first 
Among  his  Vicars  whom  Christ  left  behind : 
And  full  of  joyousness  the  Lady  mine 
Said  tame:  "  Look,  behold  there  is  the  Chief 
Por  whom  on  earth  (i;iliei;i  is  .sought."' 
In  manner  such  as  when  the  dove  alights 

1  Florenrc.  ■  Seq  bat  Canto,  v.  152. 

1  In  the  pilgrims  1-  tin  Sliriiir  „C  St.  .Innira  at  Uorapoatellll. 
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Near  to  his  mate,  the  one  ami  otlier  show 

Their  love  by  cooings  and  by  wheeling  flights; 

So  I  beheld  "one  to  the  other  great 

And  glorious  dii<ft;i::i  Miiulnlioii  give, 

['raising  the  meat  on  which  above  they  feed. 

(tut  when  their  greetings  to  an  end  were  come, 

Silent,  before  me,  each  of  them  stood  fixed 

So  incandescent  that  it  quelled  my  sight. 

Thereon  spoke  Beatrice,  and  smiled  the  while: 

"  Illustrious  soul,  by  whom  the  bounteousness 

Of  our  Basilica  has  been  described. 

Let  Hope  be  made  within  this  height  to  sound  : 

Thou  knowJst  that  thou  didst  figure  it  as  oft 

As  Jesus  showed  his  greatest  light  to  three."  1 

"  Raise  up  thy  head,  and  be  thou  of  good  cheer; 

For  what  mounts  hither  from  the  mortal  world. 

It  is  most  lit,  should  ripen  in  our  rays." 

This  consolation  from  the  second  flame 

Iteuehed  me;  and  I  mine  eyes  raised  to  the  hills, 

Which  erst  had  pm-^d  them  with  too  great  a  load. 

"Since  that  thou  shouidst  meet,  in  his  favour  wills  " 

Our  Kmperor,  before  thy  time  of  death, 

In  his  most  secret  chamber  with  his  peers, 

So  that  the  truth  of  this  court  being  seen, 

Hope  that  on  earth  inspires  with  right  love, 

In  thee  and  others  may  of  this  assure; 

Of  what  it  is,  and  how  of  it  bears  bioom 

Thy  mind,  and  whence  on  thee  it  was  bestowed;  " 

Thus  in  addition  said  the  second  light : 

And  that  devout  one,  who  had  steered  the  plumes 

Of  my  wings  in  so  highly  pitched  a  flight,  " 

Anticipated  me  in  answer  thus: 

1  Fcl*t,  James,  and  ,Mm  alviic  ivimessed  the  TianBfipltatioB  :  no 
al*.  the  iiiiriL.'uW.  draught  .if  f,-h,:n  (Luke,  v.  i),  imd  the  lfusing  "f 
JairiiH'  (h.n.-iiti-r  iJlarfc,  v.  liTi,  uj.mii  "!ii..h  wasi.™  they  hue  been 
taken  la  represent  Faith,  Hapc,  nud  Charity. 
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"None  other  son  lias  the  church  Militant 
Gifted  with  more  of  Hope;  and  thus  is  writ 
Upon  the  Sun  which  lights  up  all  our  host; 
Wherefore  to  him  is  granted,  that  from  Egypt' 
To  see  it,  he  should  reach  Jerusalem, 
liefore  his  miiitance  is  come  to  end. 
The  other  two  points,  which  not  for  instruction 
Are  asked  of  him,  hut  that  he  may  relate 
How  much  this  virtue  gives  thee  of  delight, 
I  leave-  to  him ;  they  are  not  difficult, 
Nor  are  self-boasting ;  let  liim  answer  them  ; 
And  may  God's  favour  grunt  to  him  this  tiling." 

Like  scholar  who  upon  his  teacher  waits 
lteady  aud  willing  where  he  is  prepared, 
[n  order  that  Ms  merit  may  appear: 
"Hope,"  said  I,  "is  the  expectation  sure 
Of  future  glory,  which  has  been  called  fortli 
By  grace  divine  and  virtues  gone  before.' 
From  many  stars  this  light  to  me  arrives ; 
iSut  he  was  first  to  infuse  it  in  my  heart 
Who  was  the  singer  thief  of  the  chief  Guide, 
'  They  will  in  thee  hope,'  in  liis  song  divine 
lie  says,  '  who  come  to  knowledge  of  thy  name  ; ' ' 
And  who  can  know  it  not,  who  has  iny  faith  ? 
Thou  hast  distilled  upou  mc  with  his  dew 
in  thine  Epistle,  so  that  I  am  full, 
And  upon  others  overflows  thy  rain." 

While  I  was  speaking,  in  the  living  breast 
Of  that  illumination  glanced  a  light 
Sudden  and  swift  as  is  the  lightning-flash ; 
From  it  was  said  :  "The  love  with  which  I  blaze 

1  From  euih  to  bwn, 

"  Fr.iiii  lYt-r  I.  «nl.  Stnu-nwH,  iii.  tin. 

'  Psalms  of  Dirid,  ix  10. 
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Yet  for  tlic  virtue,  which  has  followed  mc 

To  victory,  and  till  I  left  the  field, 

llids  me  speak  with  tlice  of  what  gives  thee  joy 

In  it  j  and  it  were  pleasing  thou  shouldst  tell 

What  is  it  which  Hope  promises  to  thee." 

Alls!  I  :  "  The  ancient  Scriptures  and  the  new 

Alford  tlic  proof,  (ami  this  too  points  to  it), 

Of  souls  to  whom  God  lias  been  reconciled  ;  " 

Isaiah  says  that  every  one  invested 

Shall  in  their  land  be  of  a  double  vest; ' 

And  tiieir  land  is  this  life  of  blessedness. 

And  very  fully  does  thy  brother'  treat, 

lu  that  place,  where  he  speaks  of  the  white  robes, 

The  revelation  here  made  manifest.  " 

lieforc  these  last  words  to  an  end  had  come, 
" Sperenl  in  U"  1  was  beard  as  from  above. 
To  which  the  circling  groups  all  made  response : 
Then  from  among  thorn  there  blazed  forth  a  light, 
Such,  tiiat  if  Cancer 'such  an  orb  possessed. 
Winter  would  have  one  month  of  day  alone. 
And  aa  arises,  moves,  and  joins  the  dance 
Some  joyous  girl,  only  that  she  may  grace 
'['be  bride,  and  not  for  any  vanity ; 
So  I  beheld  the  light,'  which  had  burst  forth, 
Approach  the  two  who  circled  in  a  wheel, 
As  was  most  tilting  to  their  ardent  love. 
He  entered  on  their  measure  and  their  song ; 

-  Istiinh.  lii.  7.  In  tboir  Ian.  I  tb.-j-  shall  i«*m-s  llii:  doable  ;  evei  - 
U.-iini:  ji.v-l.nll  bo  unto  them,  v.  10.  He  has  clothed  mc  with  tho 
jiariiieiits  nf  •iili-al.h.n,  In.  hull,  cvi  n.l  inc  with  Hie  Tuber  "f  riglilwnji- 

•  St.  John  in  Itevclntions,  vii.  9. 

'  "Tlji-y  "ill  1        in  lli<-.-."  I'sulni  \\.  I"  ;  silr.™Sv  ([iintei],  v.  73. 

*  Tho  son  beins  in  Capricorn  fur  n  raunlii  at  the  Whiter  S„li.tiia:,  the 
..[i|.-.ilo  Ht.ifij  I'nln.T  U  then  uluain  nkn,.  tin-  llhribill  "lltll  the  nun  ia 
IkUiiv  it;  anrl  it  there  was  in  (J;hil\t,  na  it  wore,  a  second  sun,  there 
ii  i  mill  if  a  win  lie  iiii.iLth  (if  itatlhdit. 

1  St.  Jnhn,  "hojoiiiH  ft.  t'-watid  St.  J»n«*. 


And  on  thein  held  her  looks  tlic  Lady  mint', 
Silent  and  motionless  as  is  a  bride. 


"This  one  is  lie  who  lay  upon  the  breast 
Of  our  Pelican  j  and  this  one  is  he 
From  olf  the  cross  to  the  great  duty  charged.'" 
Thus  spoke  the  Lady  mine;  nor  any  more 
Her  gaze  from  fixed  attention  did  relax, 
After  his  words  than  she  before  had  done. 
Like  to  a  man  who  gazes,  in  intent 
To  see  the  sun  w  hen  partially  eclipsed, 
And  who,  to  see,  becomes  deprived  of  sight;  '*' 
Before  this  last  flame  such  did  I  become, 
While  thus  was  said  :  "  Why  dost  thou  strain  the  eye 
To  sec  a  thing  which  here  lias  not  a  place  P 
On  eartli  is  earth  my  body,  and  will  be 
Witli  nil  the  rest  until  our  complement 
Is  even  made  with  the  Eternal  Will. 
With  the  two  vests 1  within  the  blessed  cloister, 
Are  only  the  two  Lights  who  have  ascended  ; 
And  from  your  earth  this  body  I  shall  bring." 
Upon  these  wards  the  ii  lean  descent  wheel  "" 
Returned  to  imiet  with  the  mingling  sweet, 
.Made  by  the  accents  of  the  triple  breath; 
As  when,  to  case  their  toil,  or  at  some  danger 
The  oars  which  erst  upon  the  water  struck, 
At  sound  of  whistle  all  are  brought  to  rest. 

Ah !  how  much  in  my  mind  was  I  disturbed. 
When  1  turned  round  to  look  on  Beatrice, 
And  when  T  saw  her  not,  although  I  was 
Placed  close  beside  her  in  the  happy  world. 

*  Si.  John  "loured  mi  Jesus'  bosom"  |J„hn,  rfli.  23),  ami  U.  liis 

i  :.iv  III.'  1  -n  c-  ..f  Jtsn.,  u-[n  pviTi  l.Fdlm,  ijj,  25.) 

-  Tht-cWj  df  On'  sim],  and  „f  tin-  My  idler  rewiirrectiuo  ;  only 
vnj.iyd  I.y  n.ri.i.  ;i„,l  l.v  il„.  Viivin  rdii..i;  M  tW  l„lkf  ..ftl.v 
.  fiuii'fi  ■■[  I'.j.mli.'  in  In  i  A-.-iiNi|,[i.u,j,  nriT.]  tin-  -.■".t;lI  n.'.-'Ufrcction. 
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CANTO  XXVI. 


ST.  JOHN'. -EXAM!  NATION  OS  CH4MIT.-ADA11, 

While  I  was  doubting,  with  my  sight  o'crcomc. 
From  the  bright  flaum  which  hat!  extinguished  it 
Issued  .1  voice,  which  to  it  made  me  hearken. 
Saying :  «  Until  thou  shalt  regain  thy  sense 
Of  sight  which  thou  upon  mc  hast  consumed, 
'Twcrc  well  by  converse  to  seek  rccompence. 
Hegiu  then,  and  in  what  direction  turns 
Thy  mind,  and  be  thou  well  assured  that  is 
In  thee  thy  vision  in  amaze,  not  dead  ; 
Because  the  Lady,  who  through  this  divuie 
Region  conducts  thee,  has  in  her  regard 
Tile  virtue  which  the  hand  of  Ananias  '  had." 
I  said :  "  At  her  own  pleasure,  soon  or  lotc. 
May  come  the  cure  to  eyes  that  were  the  doors. 
When  entered  she  with  flame  that  burns  me  aye. 
The  Good,  which  happy  makes  to  be  this  court, 
Is  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  the  text 
Which  hove  1  reads  to  me,  lightly  or  with  force." 
The  selfsame  voice  which  the  astonishment 
Of  the  swift  dazzling  from  ine  had  removed, 

1  Who  restored  St.  Pnnlg  night,  Acts,  ii.  17. 
;  Or  ^liarity,  amndmg  Id  the  Jtnalinh  version. 


PA  RADISH. 


Again  to  conversation  turned  my  thoughts; 

And  said  ;  "  For  certain,  in  a  liner  sieve 

Thou  must  be  sifted ;  and  thou  must  declare 

Who  did  thy  bow  direct  (o  such  a  murk." 

And  I:  "By  philosophic  arguments, 

And  by  authority,  which  hence  descends, 

Upon  me  such  Love  did  itself  imprint  ; 

For  the  good,  good  as  it  is  understood, 

Thus  excites  love,  and  by  so  much  the  more, 

As  in  it  more  of  goodness  it  contains. 

Whence  to  the  Essence,  (which  is  so  supreme 

That  every  good  which  is  cxterne  to  it. 

No  other  is  than  of  its  light  a  ray,) 

More  than  to  any  other,  must  incline 

The  soul,  in  love,  of  each  man  who  perceives 

The  truth  on  which  is  based  this  argument. 

Makes  clear  this  truth  unto  mine  intellect 

lie  *  who  displays  to  me  the  primal  love 

Of  all  the  sempiternal  substauces. 

The  voice  of  that  true  Author  makes  it  clear,  " 

Who  said  to  Moses,  speaking  of  himself : 

Before  ther  I  will  make  my  (ioodncss  pass.' 

Thou  too  hast  made  it  clear,  when  opening* 

The  high  announcement  which  the  mystery  tells 

Prom  hence  to  earth  'bovc  other  hcraldings." 

And  I  heard  :  "Uy  the  humau  intellect. 

And  by  authority  therewith  concordant, 

Reserve  the  chief  est  of  thy  love  for  God. 

But  say  again  if  thou  feel  other  cords 

Draw  thee  towards  him,  so  that  thou  mayst  tell  " 

With  teeth  how  many  this  love  seizes  thee." 

3  I'fldUv  I'liil,.  iu  tin-  H;iHi|iM,  u-ln-ru  In:  f-'n>  thai  Lave  il  nmoiig 
llie  eldest  of  beings,  and  being  tie  eldest,  in  tlie  cause  of  the  greatest 

*  "In  the  beginning  bjui  tlie  Word,"  Sc.,  John,  i.  1. 
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The  holy  meaning  was  not  from  me  hid 
Of  Christ's  own  eagle/  and  I  was  aware 
To  what  point  my  profession  he  would  lead. 
Wherefore  again  began  I:  "  All  the  holds, 
That  can  compel  tlie  heart  to  turn  to  God, 
Have  been  concurrent  to  produce  my  Love; 
lii:i:aiifc  the  world's  existence,  and  my  own ; 
The  death  He  underwent,  tliat  I  might  live  ; 
And  what,  as  I  do,  all  believers  hope  j 
With  the  before  saitl  lively  recognition, 
Have  drawn  me  from  the  sea  of  wrested  love, 
And  landed  me  upon  the  shore  of  right. 
The  leaves,  with  which  the  garden  all  is  green 
Of  the  eternal  Gardener,  I  love. 
Much  as  from  him  to  them  is  sent  of  good." 
Soon  as  I  silent  was,  a  most  sweet  song 
Tlirough  heaven  resounded,  and  the  Lady  mine 
Said  with  the  others :  "  Holy,  Holy,  Holy." 

And  as  at  a  bright  light  a  man  awakes,  " 
Because  the  spirits  visual  resort 
Towards  the  glare  which  spreads  from  coat  to  coat,' 
And  the  roused  man  shrinks  hack  from  what  he  sees ; 
So  ignorant  is  sudden  wakefulness, 
Until  the  faculty  of  judgment  aids ; 
Thus  all  impurities  from  out  mine  eyes 
With  radiance  of  hers  did  Heatrice  chase, 
Which  sent  their  splendour  for  a  thousand  miles  ; 
After  which  saw  I  better  than  before. 
And  in  ast(nnslii:n'nf  I  '[motion  made 
Concerning  a  fourth  light  I  saw  with  us. 
And  said  the  Lady  mine  :  "Within  those  rays 
In  joy  looks  on  his  Maker  the  Hrst  soul, 
Wliich  the  First  Power  ever  did  create." 

*  Tlio  UHliril  cmMcm  if  £l-  J.Jrii,  put  f..r  Ijimtailf.       '  Of  tlic  ejc. 
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Like  to  the  leaf  which  downward  bends  its  point 

At  the  wind's  passage,  and  then  springs  again 

By  its  own  property  which  raises  it, 

So  did  I,  in  the  time  the  while  she  spoke, 

In  marvel,  and  again  so  made  mo  firm 

A  wish  to  speak  by  which  1  was  inlluiiii'd  ;  *' 

And  I  began :  "  0  apple,  that  mature 

Alone  wast  brought  forth,  father  ancient, 

To  whom  each  bride  is  dati!:hliT-in-lnw  and  child, 

Devotedly  as  may  be  I  entreat 

That  thou  wouldst  speak  with  me  ;  thou  sees!  my  wish  ; 
I  speak  it  not,  that  I  may  sooner  hear." 

As  stirs  an  animal  when  covered  up. 
And  its  emotion  chances  to  be  seen 
By  the  attendant  movement  of  the  cloth  ; 
In  such  like  manner  did  the  Primal  Soul 
Show  me  transparent  tl trough  bis  covering. 
How  gladly  he  my  pleasure,  undertook. 
Then  he  breathed  forth  :  "Without  to  me  being  shown 
By  thee,  1  better  can  discern  thy  wish, 
Than  thou  the  thing  which  is  to  thee  most  sure ; 
For  I  behold  it  in  the  Mirror  true 
Which  in  its  imagi;  ftij-hinns  oilier  things. 
But  no  thing  to  its  image  fashions  it. 
Thou  wouldst  know  when  it  was  that  God  placed  me 
"Within  that  lofty  garden,  in  which  she  '" 
IVpared  thee  for  a  stair  so  long  as  this; 
And  how  long  its  delight  was  for  mine  eyes ; 
And  the  true  reason  of  the  mighty  wrath; 
And  of  the  language  which  1  made  and  used. 
Now,  0  my  son,  not  eating  of  the  tree 
Was  of  sucli  banishment  itself  the  cause. 
But  oidy  the  transgression  of  the  law. 
lu  that  place  whence  thy  Lady  Virgil  fetched. 
Vow  thousand,  and  three  hundred  and  two  turns 


Digitized  by  Google 


Uliou  his  path  nine  hundred  and  thrice  ten 
Times,  in  the  period  [  was  on  earth. 

"The  language,  which  I  spoke,  was  quite  worn  out 
Before  unto  the  work  impossible 
The  race  of  Nimrod  had  their  labour  turned  ; 
For  no  production  of  the  intellect 
Which  is  renewed  at  pleasure  of  mankind, 
Following  t.h-o  sky,  was  durable  for  aje. 
It  is  a  natural  thins:  that  man  should  speak  ; 
But  whether  this  or  that  way,  nature  leaves 
To  your  election,  as  it  pleases  you. 
Ere  I  descended  mi  the  infernal  road. 
Upon  earth,  Eh  was  called  the  Highest  Good, 
From  whom  the  enjoyment  llnws  that  me  surrounds; 
And  was  called  Ehl  after";  as  was  meet : 
For  mortal  usages  are  like  a  leaf 
Upon  a  bough,  which  goes,  and  others  come. 
On  the  Mount  risii!jr  highest  from  the  waves 
I  was  in  life,  or  pure,  or  when  corrupt, 
From  the  first  hour,  to  that  which  second  is 
To  the  sixth  hour,  when  shifts  the  sun  its  quadrant."' 

'  Dante  fiti-s  till*  its  an  iri.ta  :  .if  tin-  i:lialii!"  wliir-li        laki-Ti  jihuv 

in  lie  priramvnl  laustiagc,  even  kf.irc  tlit  wMifniiuii  t,f  Babel.    He  is 

.ll|ilii«-il  t.i  have  ("!!., wis!  ;i  |i:if..:i-|.  ill  I  .ill. ire's.  Jitunnl. flies,  (vii.  1.1 
ui,i,l,  «ivs  that  K]  ™  til.'  Kirli.M  nan,!  U...I  aiming  the  Hetirewn, 
ami  Rli,  tlit  second. 

'  Dividiiiylt.n  .laj  int..  Liiii  In. 11™  fn.m  a  x.  to  6  p  the  sislli 
limit  iH  at  n.M.M.  when  tht  sun  in  mi  the  nii.Ti.liiiu  ;  tr  im  whii'li  it.  |.:iss,s 
'intu  the  <  ill  if  r  i|inulK.iit  ..f  thai  [urtimi  if  its  laivukr  nrliit  which  in 
ahriro  the  hurimn ;  mul  thi>  hmir  wmrl  1".  nr  fiiliuwing  the  filth,  is 
tile  seven  til.  Ao»inli!i^  hi  n  ani~..nl  tia.lilimi.  \.liim  naa  onlj  seven 
hullln  in  tin- earthly  PSrntlirt!,  hw>  i  .-r.-rr.  .1  t..  as  k  in  j  u[,..ii  the  summit 

nf  the  mountain  of  Furcaleri-. 


CANTO  XXVII. 


sniEHE.  on  rn'rauu  mobile. 

To  Father,  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost 

Degan  give  glory  nil  of  Paradise, 

So  that  the  sweet  song  Idled  me  with  delisrhi . 

What  I  beheld  now  seemed  to  be  a  smile 

Of  the  Universe ;  and  at  this,  my  delight 

Bj  seeing  and  by  hearing  entrance  made. 

<)  Joy  !  beatitude  ineffable! 

O  Life  made  np  of  pcacofulncss  and  love ! 

0  Riches,  free  from  care,  without  a  wish  ! 

Before  mine  eyes  the  four  resplendences ' 
Stood  kindled,  and  that  one  who  came  the  lirst, 


St.  Peter,  St.  Junta,  St.  Jnbll,  illnl  Ailnin 


Began  to  bIiow  a  greater  brilliancy ; 

And  in  his  semblance  such  did  lie  become, 

Aa  Jupiter  migbt  be,  if  he  and  Mara 

Were  birds,  and  luul  their  plumages  exchanged.' 

The  Providence  which  in  that  place  assigns 

(Seasons  ami  duties,  to  On:  Messed  choir 

Had  silence  bidden  upon  every  side, 

When  1  heard :  "  In  my  colour  if  I  change 

Do  not  thou  marvel;  for  the  whito  I  speak, 

TllOl!  wilt  see  all  of  these  their  colour  change, 
lie'  that  usurps  upon  my  place  on  earth, 
My  place,  my  place,  which  is  in  vacancy 
llefore  the  presence  of  [he  Son  of  God, 
Has  of  my  sepulchre  a  sewer  made 
Of  blood  and  filth,  whereat  that  rebel  One, 
Who  from  above  fell,  is  below  well  pleased." 

With  such  a  tint,  as  to  the  opposing  sun, 
A  cloud  presents  at  morning  or  at  eve, 
I  now  beheld  the  heavens  overspread. 
And  like  a  modest  lady  who  abides 
For  herself  fearless,  but  for  others'  fault, 
At  only  bearing  it,  is  trembling  seen, 
In  sacli  wise  Beatrice  her  countenance  changed; 
And  such  eclipse  I  Ihink  in  heaven  was, 
When  Power  Supreme  the  Passion  underwent ; 
Proceeded  onwards  thereon  bis  discourse 
In  voice  that  from  itself  so  much  was  changed, 
That  his  appearance  was  not  more  transformed  : 
"The  spouse  of  Christ  had  not  the  fostering 
Of  my  blood,  and  of  Linus',  and  of  Cletus',' 
That  she  should  be  accustomed  to  seek  gold ; 
But  for  the  seeking  of  this  blissful  life, 
Sixtus,  and  Pius,  Calixtus,  Urbanus,' 

'  Changing  n  while  light  fur  »  red.  *  The  Pope. 


l'AUAiusi:. 


After  mud]  sorrow  did  their  blood  expend. 
Our  meaning  was  not,  that  at  the  right  hand 
Of  our  successor  there  should  sit  one  part 
Of  the  Christum  people,  at  the  other,  part  ; 
Nor  tlmt  the  keys,  which  were  to  me  consigned, 
Should  of  a  standard  he  the  blazoning 
That,  is  against  h;i|i[:/iil  men  btirne  in  fight; 
Nor  that  I  -liiiiilil  lj'fomr  the  peril's  device 
Of  false  and  marketed  indulgences, 
Wliere.it  I  often  blush,  and  pale  my  light. 
Iu  shepherd's  rlothiug  the  rapacious  wolves 
From  hence  arc  seen  in  all  the  pasture-grounds. 
()  Vengeance  of  file  Lord,  why  dost  thou  sleep  ! 
Of  our'blood,  they  of  Cahors  and  fiasconv  ' 
To  drink  make  ready ;  O  beginning  good' 
To  what  vile  ending  must  thou  downward  sink  ! 
But  the  high  Providence  which  with  Scinio 
S'-eured  to  Home  the  glory  of  the  world. 
Will  come  to  rescue  soon,  as  I  conceive. 
And  thou,  my  son,  w  ho  with  thy  mortal  load 
Below  wilt  hence  return,  unclose  thy  mouth 
Nor  conceal  thou  what  1  do  not  conceal." 

As  when  with  vapours,  that  are  frozen,  snows 
Downwards  our  atmosphere,  what  time  '  the  horn 
Of  the  sky's  goat  is  with  t  he  sun  conjoined  ; 

wards  J.  sn  beheld  the  el  her  decorate 
Become,  and  with  triumphant  vapours  snow. 
Who  with  us  there  some  sojourning  had  made. 

I  'll  I  If  IT  li|'M«l  Ii.""    .-Ic-l^lll  H  lit, 

And  followed  till  the  medium,  in  its  depth. 
Prevented  them  from  being  longer  seen  ; 
Whereon  the  Lady,  who  perceived  me  spent 

•  Pope  John  21st.  (13161,  m  n  native  .if  Cahon.  Clement  Bill 
1  In  mid  ninter,  when  tlie  sun  is  in  Cnpricorn. 


i  'a  i:  Alii  sr.. 


Willi  fining  upwards,  said  to  me  :  "  Bring  down 
Thy  looks,  and  nolc  how  thou  hast  been  borne  round." 

Since  that  hour  when  my  gaze  I  bent  at  lirst, 
I  found  that  I  had  moved  through  all  the  arc  ' 
Formed  by  the  first  clime  from  its  mid  to  end 
On  that  s-iilu  Cadiz  I  could  we  the  mad 
Course  of  Ulysses,  and  on  this  the  shore,8 
Ou  which  Europa  was  so  sweet  a  burden  ; 
And  further  ye  I  had  been  disclosed  the  site 
Of  this  small  plot ;  but  forwards  was  the  sun, 
Under  my  feet,  a  sign  anil  more  removed.* 
The  mind  enamoured,  which  found  its  delight, 
At  all  times  with  my  Lady,  to  bring  back 
To  her  mine  eyes  was  more  than. ever  bent. 
And  if  or  art  or  nature  pasture  nnikes 
To  catch  the  eyc.»  for  seizure  of  the  mind, 
In  mortal  flesh,  or  in  its  portraitures. 
All  these  conjuineil  as  nullum:  would  appear 
Ity  the  divine  joy  which  upon  me  shone, 
What  time  I  turned  mc  to  her  smiling  face. 
And  that  Power,  which  indulged  me  with  this  glance, 


l.i.,.1,-1  by  thfi  uieri-li:i:i  ..]  .ImisdMii.     liimini  is  :ib...  :il...,it  tw,.„ty 
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a  ilf  l'li..'iii'_-i:i  ;  ivIiumv  Kun  11:1  u;i.  ■uti.-.I  ..IV  by  Junittr  in  tJis> 
form  of  *  loll. 

0  Dauto  is  viewing  Lliu  mill  Ubi-  "mis!!  ]ili.t "  uf  v.  Nil)  fruw 
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From  the  fair  nest '  of  Leda  carried  me, 

And  to  the  swiftest  heaven  bore  me  OIL 

lis  parts,  as  being  (in:  highest  and  most  t[uick, 

Art  all  so  uniform,  I  cannot  tell 

Which  Beatrice  bad  chosen  for  my  place. 

Hut  she,  who  saw  my  curiosity. 

Began  thus,  smiling  so  rejoicingly 

That  in  her  countenance  God  seemed  to  jny  : 

"The  nature  of  the  motion,  which  keeps  still 
The  eel  it  re,  but  whirls  all  the  rest  around, 
From  hence  commences  as  its  boundary. 
And  this  heaven  has  no  other  place  in  space 
Than  the  Divine  Mini!,  within  which  there  hums 
The  Love  which  turns  it,  and  the  Power  it  sheds. 
Light  and  Love  comprehend  it  in  one  sphere. 
As  this  the  others  ;  unci  lliis  circumference 
lie  who  surrounds  it,  only  understands, 
lis  motion  is  not  by  the  others  marked; 
But  all  the  others  measured  are  by  this. 
As  ten  is  by  its  half,  or  by  its  fifth. 
And  how  time  fixes  within  such  a  vase 
(lis  roots,  and  in  the  rest  his  foliage, 
No*  may  apj>ear  to  thee  as  manifest. 
( I  t  'overtoil?]  lch.-,  that  oVru'hHmest  men 
Beneath  thee,  so  that  none  the  power  has 
Prom  out  thy  waters  to  lift  up  bis  eyes ! 
In  men  the  will  might.  Nourish     eel  lent, 
But  that  tile  rain  contimiii]  Irausmutcs 
•Tin:  true  plums  into  withered  empty  prunes, 
for  faith  and  innocence  are  to  be  found 
In  children  only ;  and  each  afterwards 
Takes  flight  before  the  cheeks  their  vesture  gain. 
One  while  a  prattler  yet,  observes  the  fasts, 

1  Prom  Gamin!-  (Wlor  nmf  Pollia  l*ine  the  s,na  of  Lada. 
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Who  after,  when  his  tongue  is  free,  will  eat 

Of  every  fond,  and  throughout  every  month ; 

And  one,  a  prattler,  lores  and  listens  to 

His  mother,  who  with  perfect  power  of  speech, 

Will  after  long  to  see  her  in  her  grave. 

Becomes  on  this  wise  liWicneil  the  fair  skin, 

from  her  first  entrance,  of  the  daughter*  fair 

Of  him  who  hriupi  tin:  morning,  leaves  the  night. 

Thou,  that  it  may  not  cause  thee  marvelling, 

Know  that  on  earth  to  govern  there  is  none;  "° 

Hence  goes  astray  the  human  family. 

But  ere  all  January  leaves  the  winter. 

Through  that  neglected  fraction 1  on  the  earth. 

These  upper  spheres  will  so  cry  out  aloud, 

That  Fortune,  looked  for  during  such  long  time. 

Will  turn  the  poops  where  now  are  seen  the  prows, 

So  that  the  fleet  directed  right  will  move; 

And  true  fruit  to  the  blossom  will  succeed." 

:  The  life  of  man  i.j  ™IL.I  [li.-id.iiylit.'rof  the  sun.   See  Pa.  llfl. 

'  The  11  miiniUM  llll.l  3,1,  scivmli,  l„  wliirfi  (lie  nwtuicil  year  nf 
aSS  ilay*  ami  li  Ijnh:*  ■.■!'  I  In-  Jiiii.in  Ciili-n.liir,  i-.iifl-  Itn-  uf  lln; 

I  rill'  n-lrnnoinieij  year.  The  r.i-nisinilati  .1  tnur  :i:n.mnlcd  to  10  rlayn 
iWihi  llii'  Ciilii.'l.n  iv. i..  r.lVjui'i      (!"■  Iiivi;..ri!,u  iiiijiii-limnt  in  l:'i3"J  : 

.  awl  if  lint  i!umi;(i-.l  ii  wi.ulil  in  Li  U'luriL'L'  tlio  |.]il.vh  of  the  month* 

ill  till'  MJIli.ili.'..  Ii'ini-Mily.  a  \yiv  ]i  ii^  fiorii.l  i.  :i-i:.]  tn  iA|iri'rl.1  a  very 
short  one,  ami  In  iii'lii"ili.-  Ilinl  ll.i;  <n\:<"  I'-ii  i:u].r-n tinnjiLt.  in  the  wotlil, 
by  the  recognition  of  tbo  right  of  the  Kmpcror  to  govern,  is  close  at 
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\\  hkn  had,  against  the  now-existing  life 

Of  miserable  mortals,  shown  tlie  truth. 

She,  who  itn paradises  my  regards; 

As  in  a  looking-glass  a  taper's  flame 

lie  sees  who  from  behind  is  lighted  by  it, 

Heforc  lie  lias  il  in  his  sight  or  thought. 

And  around  turns  to  notice  if  the  glass 

Tells  him  the  truth ;  and  sees  that  it  agrees 

With  it,  as  Holes  of  iiiusie  with  their  time  : 

Even  so  recollects  iny  memory 

That  I  did,  looking  back  on  the  fair  eyes, 

Of  which  Love  made  bis  cord  for  biking  me  : 

And  as  I  turned  me  round,  and  ns  were  touched 

Mine  by  what  in  that  Volume  1  docs  appear, 

When  rightly  on  its  circle  men  will  look, 

L  saw  a  point  which  radiated  light 

So  piercing,  that  the  sight  on  which  it  streams, 

Must  from  its  great  intensity  be  closed. 

And.  like  the  star  which  seems  from  hence  the  least, 

The  moon  would  show  if  she  were  placed  by  this 

In  the  same  way  as  star  with  star  is  placed. 

1  The  Ninth  Heaven. 


Perhaps  so  far,  as  seems  In  be  removed 

'Hie  halo  girdling  round  tlie  light  it  dyes. 

When  is  must  dense  the  mist  which  carries  it. 

Distant,  around  the  point,  an  orb  of  fire 

So  swiftly  rolled,  that  it  would  have  surpassed 

The  quickest  motion  which  surrounds  the  earth ; 

And  by  another  this  was  circled  round, 

That  by  a  third,  and  by  a  fourth  the  thin!, 

The  fourth  one  bj  a  fifth,  that  by  o  sixth. 

Above,  the  seventh  followed,  spread  su  far 

Abroad  in  width,  that  Juno's  messenger' 

Complete  to  span  it  would  too  narrow  be. 

So  too  the  eighth  and  ninth ;  and  each  of  these 

The  slower  moved,  uccunling  ;is  II.  was 

In  number  more  removed  from  unity. 

And  that  one  bad  its  flame  most  perfected, 

From  which  the  pure  spark  was  ;it  distance  least, 

L  think  because  it  most  partakes  of  it. 

The  Lady  mine,  who  saw  ine  through  my  doubts 
Lu  much  suspense,  said  to  me :  "  From  that  point 
The  heavens  and  the  whole  of  nature  hang. 
Look  on  .that  circle  nearest  joined  with  it, 
And  be  informed  its  motion  is  so  swift, 
Hy  the  enkindled  love  which  urges  it." 
And  I  to  her :  "  If  were  arranged  the  world 
In  order  such  as  in  these  orbs  1  note, 
What  is  before  me  would  have  satisfied; 
Hut  in  the  world  of  sense  the  custom  is 
To  observe  that  things  are  so  much  more  divine. 
As  from  the  centre  they  are  more  removed.1 
Whence  that  my  curiosity  may  cease 

-  Iris,  thu  Rainbuw. 

■  Tlie  Kurtll  till  lit'  ill  tl'i;  i.  Giro,  iil.il   th'.'  E'l  ■  ■  >  ■  jlv:m      ins  IHi-  jn 

.lisfcwl,  >|ili..iv  :  »luTi-;is  !:i  tin'  i  ilii'iiti  f       An-t'lii:  It  I'-r.irrliy  n 

si-i'Ji,  the  S-iutct'  if  Power  is  in  lliu  cuntrv,  :iml  tin-  lii;ln-t  orikr 
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In  tills  angelical  anil  wondrous  fane. 

Which  for  its  bounds  has  only  Love  and  Light, 

More  must  1  heal  why  the  original 

And  transcript  the  same  method  follow  nut ; 

For  I  in  vain  niiitrmplate  this  alone." 

"  If  thine  own  fingers  are  not  for  such  knot 

Sufficient  found,  it  is  not  wonderful, 

lor  want  of  trying,  it  is  grown  so  firm  : " 

So  far  my  Lady ;  then  she  said  s  "  Accept 

What  I  shall  tell  thee,  if  thou  wouldst  he  filled, 

And  exercise  thy  mind  concerning  it. 

"  The  orbs  corporeal  are  wide  or  strait, 
According  to  the  virtue  more  or  less, 
Which  is  extended  throughout  all  their  parts. 
The  greater  goodness  wills  to  do  more  good  ; 
And  this  more  good  a  greater  substance  holds, 
If  eipially  it  has  its  portions  filled. 
Therefore  this  one,  which  altogether  whirls  :" 
With  it  the  upper  universe,  responds 
To  that  orh  which  most  lovtw,  and  which  most  knows. 
Whence  to  the  goodness  if  thou  wilt  apply 
Thy  measure,  and  not  to  the  outward  show 
Of  these  Existences  in  circles  seen, 
The  wonderful  agreement  thou  wilt  note 
Of  more  with  greater,  and  of  less  with  less. 
In  every  sphere,  to  its  intelligence." 

Like  as  is  left  serene  and  shining  bright 
The  hemisphere  of  air,  what  time  does  blow, 
From  that  chtxk  which  is  punt  lest,  Horeas, 
Because  are  mcltrd  ;uul  dispersed  the  mists. 
Which  erst  disturbed  it,  so  ilinl  heaven  snides 
With  the  embellishment  of  all  its  train  j 
Such  became  I,  so  soon  as  gave  to  me 
The  Lady  mine  her  answer  evident, 
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And,  like  u  star  in  heaven,  tlie  truth  was  seen. 

And  soon  as  ever  her  discourse  surceased, 

No  other  than  as  iron  scintillates 

When  molten,  did  the  circles  give  olF  sparks. 

lis  track  of  fire  followed  every  Hate, 

And  there  were  so  many,  that  their  amount 

llcyond  tin-  doubling  of  the  clicks-squares  rose' 

I  heard  "  Hosannah  "  sung  from  choir  to  choir 
To  the  fixed  point,  which  holds  them  to  their  where, 
And  aye  will  hold,  in  which  they  aye  will  be; 
And  she,  who  saw  the  hesitating  thoughts 
Within  ray  mind,  said  to  me:  "The  first  orbs 
Have  shown  thee  Seraphim  and  Cherubim. 
Thus  rapid  their  attachments  they  pursue. 
Much  as  they  can  to  grow  abke  the  Point, 
And  so  far  can  they,  as  they  see  on  high. 
The  other  Loves,  which  round  about  these  move, 
Arc  called  the  Thrones  of  the  Divine  Regard, 
Kccnuse  the  primal  Ternary  they  close. 
And  thou  shouldst  know  that  all  of  these  have  joy 
Aceiinliiif.'  ns  llicir  vision  is  profound 
Into  the  Truth  in  which  all  minds  find  rest. 
Hence  may  be  known  that  its  foundation  has 
The  blest  existence  in  the  act  of  sight, 
And  not  in  that  of  love  which  follows  it ; 
And  the  extent  of  vision  is  the  meed, 
To  which  good-will  and  grace  have  given  hirlh  ; 
Proceeds  it.  onwards  thus  from  grade  lo  grade. 
The  other  ternary,  that  flourishes 
In  this  eternal  season  of  the  spring. 
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Whioh  Aries'  bj 


rius 5  by  night  ne'er  ravages, 
ilc  melodies,  heard  to  tJltftlua: 


Orders  of  joy  of  which  it  is  made  up. 
Within  this  Hierarchy  there  are  tlirue  gods, 
tlrst  Dominations,  Virtues  after  them  ; 
And  the  third  series  of  Powers  consists. 
Afterwards,  in  the  two  choirs  last  but  one, 
Archangels  wheel  and  Principalities: 
The  last  is  all  of  Angela'  revelry. 
These  orders  upwards  all  of  them  regard, 
And  downwards  so  prevail,  that  unto  God 
All  are  attracted,  and  they  nil  attract. 
Ami  Dionysius*  with  such  desire  °° 
Applied  himself  In  coolnnphile  these  ranks, 
That  he,  an  I,  named  and  distinguished  them. 
Hut  from  him  (irc^'orr  diU'crei]  afterwards; 
Wherefore,  so  soon  as  opened  he  his  eyes 
Within  this  heaven,  at  himself  he  smiled. 
And  that  so  great  a  hidden  truth  proclaimed 
A  mortal  on  the  earth,  he  not  surprised  ; 
Por  he,"  who  ahove  saw  it,  told  it,  him 
With  other  truths  which  to  these  spheres  belong." 

0  At  tiic  npprrmrfi  nf  tlic  «>M  i-insi.ii,  .it  the  Autumnal  Kijuiti.*. 
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What  time  1  lie  children  of  Lafona  twain,1 

When  by  the  Balance  and  the  Ham  possessed, 

Make  of  the  horizon  at  one  time  a  belt; 

Long  as  is  from  the  point,  which  holds  them  poised. 

Until  both  cine  and  other  from  that  band, 

Changing  their  hemispheres,  delaeh  themselves  ; 

So  long,  with  features  pamled  with  a  smile, 

Silent  was  Beatrice,  the  while  she  gazed, 

Fixed  on  the  point,  which  had  o'erpowcrcd  nie, 

Then  she  began :  "  I  tel!  and  do  not  ask 

What  thou  wouldst  hear,  because  I  have  it  ween, 

Where  every  When  and  every  Where  is  fixed. 

Not  to  increase  its  own  perfectionraeiit, 

Which  is  not  possible;  but  that  its  splendour 

Might  in  its  shining  forth  proclaim,  i  am  : 

In  self  eternity  bemud  time's  bounds, 

Beyond  all  comprehension,  as  seemed  good, 

Displayed  itself  in  new  Loves,  Love  Eternal  : 

Not  that  inactive  at  the  first  it  lay ; 

1  When  Hit'  silil  rUi'l  ipIimiIi         H.j.] .. r-',  ii|  A rii'-'  T.ilir:!,  :ui'ih 

one  i«  rbuuE  and  the  other  in  ntUnjc,  wo  ™  the  horiwB  together  for 
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For  nor  before  nor  afitr  did  lake  place ' 

God's  moving  to  and  fro  upon  these  water*. 

Form  and  Material,  or  conjoined,  or  pure, 

Proceeded  to  the  act 1  which  had  no  fault, 

As  triple  arrows  from  a  thrce-st  ringed  bow; 

And  as  in  crystal,  amber,  or  in  glass 

The  light  so  shines,  that  from  its  first  approach. 

To  its  being  all,  there  is  no  interval, 

On  this  wise  the  triform  net  of  its  Lord 

Upon  its  being  shone  together  all. 

Without  distinction  of  exordium. 

At  the  same  time  a  rank  was  framed  and  math- 

Among  these  Beings,  and  lliew  were  the  lop 

In  the  universe,  in  which  pure  Act  was  shown. 

The  base  held  pure  Potentiality; 

Between,  Potentiality  joined  Act 

With  union  such,  they  never  will  disport.' 

Jerome 1  has  writ  for  you  a  treatise  long 

How  Angels  many  ages  were  created, 

Ere  the  remainder  of  the  world  was  made. 

liut  this  truth  has  been  writ  in  many  tests  "' 

By  them  who  from  the  Holy  Spirit  wrote: 

And  thou  wilt  see  it,  if  thou  closely  look  : 

And  even  reason  something  of  it  sees, 

Which  will  not  suiTer  that  the  Moving  Powers 

Without  their  perfectness  so  long  should  be. 

Now  thou  hast  knowledge  where  and  when  these  Loves 
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Created  were  and  why ;  so  that  burnt  out 
In  thy  desire  already  are  three  flames.  ■ 
Not  far  as  twenty,  cuntilhiir,  couldst  tliou  reach 
So  quickly,  as  one  portion  of  the  Angels, 
Disturbed  the  lowest  of  your  elements. 
The  rest  remained,  and  this  pursuit  began, 
Which  thou  beboldest,  with  so  much  delight 
That  never  from  their  orbit  they  depart. 
The  reason  of  the  Tall,  was  the  accurst 
Ambition  of  that  One  whom  thou  hast  seen 
Compressed  by  all  the  masses  of  the  earth. 
These,  whom  thou  seest  here,  had  humility 
To  acknowledge  their  dependence  on  the  Ootid, 
Which  had  ordained  them  apt  to  know  so  much  ; 
Wherefore  their  sight  was  lifted  up  on  high 
Bv  Grace  Illuminating,  and  bv  Worth, 
So  that  they  have  a  full  and  stedfast  Will. 
And  I  would  have  thee  certain  be,  nor  doubt, 
lieceipt  of  Grace  is  meritorious, 
Even  as  for  it  t lie  affection  opens. 

"And  now,  ;ih  lunching  this  consistory, 
Well  thou  mayst  comprehend,  if  my  discourse 
Has  been  well  noted,  without  other  aid. 
Cut  since  upou  the  eartli  throughout  your  schools 
It  is  laid  down  that  the  Angelic  nature 
Is  such  that  it  remembers,  knows,  and  wills ; 
I  will  tell  further,  that  thou  mayst  see  pure 
The  truth,  which  is  confounded  in  the  world, 
Ambiguously  speaking  in  this  creed. 
These  Beings,  for  that  they  their  pleasure  had 
Before  the  face  of  God,  ne'er  turned  their  sight 
From  off  it,  from  which  nothing  is  concealed  ; 
Whence,  interrupted  they  have  not  their  sight 
By  a  fresh  object,  and  hence  have  no  need 
To  use  a  memory  for  divided  thoughts : 


So  that  on  earth  they  dream,  though  not  asleep, 
Helieving  some,  some  not,  that  they  tell  truth; 
And  in  the  latter  is  most  fault  and  shame 

"  Ye  go  not  in  the  world  along  a  path 
Philosophising;  so  much  draws  aside 
The  love  of  outward  show,  and  thought  for  it  : 
And  even  this  in  Heaven  is  endured 
With  lesser  wroth  than  when  neglected  are 
The  holy  Scriptures,  or  when  they  arc  warped. 
They  do  not  recollect  what  Wood  it  cost 
To  sow  tlicm  in  the  world,  nor  how  it  pleases 
When  men  will  humbly  go  along  with  them. 
For  sake  of  show  each  strains  his  wit,  and  makes 
His  own  inventions;  and  these  are  the  talk 
Of  preachers,  but  the  Gospel  nothing  says. 
One  gives  out  that  the  moon  went  baek  again 
During  Christ's  Passion  time,  and  interposed  ; 
Wherefore  to  earth  the  sun's  light  could  not  reach  ; 
And  he  lies;  one,  that  thus  hid  was  the  light 
Of  itself,  whence  to  Spaniards  and  to  Indians 
As  well  as  Hebrews,  tins  eclipse  appeared. 
Hindi  and  Lapi  *  Florence  has  not  more, 
Than  every  year  are  fables  of  this  sort 
Bawled  from  the  pulpit  on  this  side  and  that ; 
So  that  the  sheep,  that  do  not  understand. 
Return  from  pasture  having  fed  on  wind, 
Nor  does  excuse  them  not  to  see  their  loss. 
To  his  first  congregation  said  not  Christ ; 
Go  forlh,  and  to  tile  world  preach  idle  tales; 
But  the  foundation  true  he  gave  to  them  : 
And  this  was  sounded  '■>IILV  'ruin  their  lips, 
So  that  to  battle,  to  light  up  the  Faith, 
They  bore  the  Gospel's  bucklers  and  its  spears. 

"  Thp  imrnm'inost  unmet  in  PloTHUb 
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Now  they  go  forth  with  jestiugs  and  with  quips 
To  preach ;  and  if  they  only  raise  a  laugh. 
They  puff  the  cowl,  and  nothing  further  ask. 
But  such  a  bird     :u's(]i-;l  in  the  hood, 
That  if  the  vulgar  saw,  they  would  not  take 
The  pardon,  in  which  now  they  (tut  their  trust ; 
For  which  such  folly  in  the  earth  has  grown. 
That  without  proof  by  any  evidence, 

On  thi/st.  Antonf  make/fat  his  hog. 
And  others  also,  who  than  hogs  nre  worse, 
"Who  pay  in  money  which  a  mint-stamp  lacks. 

"  But  since  we  have  too  long  digressed,  return 
Thy  vision  now  to  look  on  the  straight  path, 
So  that  the  way  may  shorten  with  the  time. 
This  Xaturc  so  abundantly  mounts  up 
In  number,  that  there  never  was  discourse. 
Nor  mortal  thought,  that  did  so  far  advance  : 
And  if  thou  think'at  of  that  which  is  revealed 
By  Daniel,'  in  his  thousands  thou  wilt  sec 
That  the  exact  enumeration  lurks. 
The  Primal  Light  which  radiates  it  all. 
Is  by  it  in  as  many  ways  absorbed, 
As  there  arc  splendours  with  which  it  is  joined. 
Whence,  since  upon  the  action  which  conceives, 
Affection  follows,  the  sweetness  of  their  love  '" 
In  divers  modes  within  it  burns  and  glows. 
N*>w  mayst  thou  estimate  the  height  and  breadth 
Of  the  Eternal  Virtue,  since  all  these 
Mirrors  are  made,  in  which  it  is  reflected. 
Itself  remaining  single  as  before." 

to  him.  anil  If  n  thousand  times 


Olgmzed  by  Google 


Now  slopes  t  1  h-  shadows  liurinoutitfly, 
What  time  the  midst  of  heaven,  deep  to  us, 
Begins  to  wear  such  aspect,  tliat  each  star 
It  seems  to  lose  in  ils  profundity ; 
And  as  comes  on  the  brightest  I  laud- maiden" 
Of  the  Huh  nearer,  so  the  heavens  close 
From  star  to  star,  and  with  the  fairest  last; 
Not  otherwise  the  triumph,  which  disports 
Ever  around  the  point  which  vanquished  me, 
Seeming  begirt  by  that  which  it  begirds. 
By  slow  degrees  did  vanish  from  my  sirrht ; 
Wherefore  to  turn  mine  eyes  on  Beatrice, 
The  seeing  nothing,  and  love  prompted  me. 
If  down  to  this  what  of  her  lias  been  said 
Were  all  included  in  one  eulogy. 
It  would  be  poor  to  set  forth  this  occasion. 
The  beauty,  which  1  gazed  on  thus,  transcends 
Not  only  our  minds,  buL  I  truly  think 
Alone  its  Maker  wholly  this  enjoys. 
I  own  mo  conquered  by  this  incident 
More  than  at  any  time  by  his  theme's  point 
Was  tragical  or  comic  bard  o'ercome; 
For,  like  the  sun  which  dazzles  most  the  sight, 
So  the  remembrance  of  that  lovely  smile 
Deprives  my  faculties  of  their  own  use : 
From  the  first  day  when  lirst  I  saw  her  face 
In  earthly  life,  and  downwards  to  this  view. 
The  sequence  of  my  verse  has  not  been  broken ; 
Hut  henceforth  mine  attendance  must  not  wait 
More  on  her  beauty  in  my  poetry, 
E'en  like  an  artist  who  has  done  his  best. 

In  such  guise,  (which  I  leave  to  loftier  strains 
Thau  of  my  trumpet,  which  has  now  deduced 
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lis  arduous  subject  matter  to  an  end) 

Willi  voice  and  gesture  of  a  watchful  guide, 

She  recommenced  :  "  We  now  have  gone  from  forth 

The  largest  orb,  to  the  pure  sphere  of  light; 

Light  intellectual  surcharged  with  love, 

Love  of  the  truth  replenished  with  delight, 

Delight  which  all  enjoyment  doth  transcend  ! 

Here  wilt  thou  sec  the  one  and  other  host 

Of  Paradise,  and  one 1  in  the  same  forms 

Which  at  the  latest  Judgment  thou  wilt  see." 

Like  to  a  sudden  flash  which  puts  to  rout 
The  visual  spirits,  so  that  it  deprives 
The  eye  for  strongest  objects  of  its  use ; 
So  there  about  me  shone  a  brilliant  light, 
And  left  me  compassed  round  with  such  a  veil 
Of  its  refulgence,  that  I  nothing  saw. 

"Always  the  Love,  which  to  this  sphere  gives  peace, 
With  such  a  welcome  to. itself  receives. 
To  make  the  candle  fitted  for  its  flame." 

This  short  address,  than  I  became  aware 

That  I  above  my  own  ability  was  raised ; 

And  with  a  vision  new  I  was  enkindled, 

Such,  that  e\ists  no  light  so  purified 

Towards  which  I  could  not  have  raised  mine  eyes.  " 

And  T  beheld  light  in  a  river's  shape. 

Flashing  forth  radiance,  between  two  bonks 

Enamelled  by  a  wondrous  time  of  spring. 

And  from  this  river  issuer]  living  sparks, 

Which  mids!  (he  dowers  settled  nil  around, 

Like  rubies  in  a  golden  setting  placed. 

Then,  with  the  odours  as  intoxicated, 

1  Tb*  Angtls,  win  sill  miilergn  nn  clmnge  nt  Ok  Rm unction. 
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Again  they  sought  the  depths  of  that  strange  Hood, 
And  as  one  entered,  up  another  rose. 
"The  lofty  wish,  which  burns  and  urges  tlice, 
Knowledge  to  have  of  what  thou  dost  behold, 
Gives  nie  more  pleasure,  as  the  more  it  swells : 
But  of  this  river  thou  must  firstly  drink, 
Before  so  great  a  thirst  in  thee  is  quenched;" 
The  Situ  of  mine  eyes,  thus  did  speak  to  me  : 
Sin:  added  then  :  "  The  stream  and  Topazes 
Coming  anil  iroiiiir,  unit  llie  smiling  lb  huts, 
Are  shadou'-ln::LniiL'  preludes  of  their  truth; 
Not  that  these  matters  in  tiiemsi'lves  are  hard  ; 
But  the  deficiency  is  on  thy  side, 
Who  hast  not  yet  thy  sight  so  much  upraised." 

The  infant  none  such  rapid  movement  makes 
With  face-  towards  the  milk,  if  it  awakes 
Much  later  than  its  usual  custom  is. 
As  I  did,  hettcr  mirrors  to  obtain 
Yet  of  mine  eves,  and  to  I  lie  water  stooped 
Which  flows  that  il  may  excellence  impart. 
And  of  it  drinking  while  the  fringes  were 
Of  mine  eyelids,  so  it  appeared  fo  me 
That  from  its  long  shape  it  grew  circular. 
Then  like  to  people  underneath  a  mask. 
Seen  different  from  as  first,  if  they  put  off 
The  semblance  not  their  own  in  which  they  hide ; 
Thus  became  changed  lo  LTcalcr  joy  fulness 
The  Bparkles  and  the  flowers,  and  I  saw 
Made  manifest  the  Courts  of  Heaven  both. 
Q  radiance  of  God,  by  which  1  saw 
The  lofty  triumph  of  the  kingdom  true. 
Grant  me  the  power  to  tell  how  this  I  saw  ! 

Above  a  light  is,  which  makes  visible 
Uiin  who  created  to  the  creature,  who 
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Only  in  seeing  him  enjoys  his  peace ; 

And  it  is  spread  in  figure  circular 

To  distance  such,  that  its  circumference 

Would  be  too  wide  a  girdle  for  the  sun. 

Its  whole  appearance  is  composed  of  rajs, 

That  strike  the  top  of  the  Prime  Moveable,* 

Which  takes  from  them  its  power  and  its  life  ; 

And  as  a  cliff  ill  water  at  its  base 

licffirds  itself,  to  see  how  it  is  decked. 

What  time  with  irivcn  ami  flowers  it  is  rich  ; 

So  ranged  above  the  Light  on  every  side 

Thousands  of  thrones  themselves  I  taw  regard. 

Numerous  as  they  who  have  returned  from  earth. 

And  if  the  last  grade  in  itself  collects 

So  great  a  light,  "hat  umsi,  he  the  expanse 

Of  this  Kose  to  the  farthest  of  its  leaves  ? 

My  vision  by  the  breadth  or  by  the  height 

Was  not  bedazzled,  hiu  embraced  Ilie  whole — 

The  mode  and  vastness  of  that  blessedness. 

There,  far  or  near,  nor  raises,  nor  degrades, 
For  where  God  reigns  niiiritcrmediately 
The  laws  of  nature  have  no  influence. 
Into  the  yellow  of  the  eternal  Rose, 
Which  blows,  and  spreads  in  tiers,  and  renders  up 
Odours  of  praise  to  the  aye  vernal  Sun, 
[.ike  one  ill  silence,  but  in  wish  to  speak, 
Beatrice  led  me,  and  she  said  :  "Behold, 
How  great  is  the  assemblage  of  white  robes  ! 
Behold  our  City  what  a  round  it  makes  1 
Behold  our  benches  that  so  well  are  filled, 
That  for  the  future  few  are  here  expected. 
In  that  great  seat,  to  which  thine  eyes  are  held 
Upon  the  crown  already  o'er  it  placed, 

1  The  Primuiu  MobUo. 
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Ht.'1'i.iri'  thou  at  (his  marriage  fuasl  shaft  sup. 
The  soul  will  sit,  that  shall  on  earth  be  chief, 
Of  Henry  great,1  who  to  right  Italy 
"Will  come,  but  sikjiht  (han  she  is  prepared. 
The  blind  cupidity  that  witches  you. 
Has  made  you  to  be  like  unto  a  child, 
IKiui;  of  imut,  who  drives  away  its  nurse  ; 
And  in  the  Church's  forum  will  be  chief 
At  that  time  one,1  who  open  or  di^m^'il, 
Alunir  the  saicju  p:ith  will  not  no  with  him. 
But  in  short  time  he  will  be  thrust  by  God 
Prom  the  blest  office :  and  lie  will  be  cast 

Him '  of  Ahigna  lon  er  down  to  drive." 

1  The  Eupemr  Henry  7th,  who  died  1313. 
■  Clement  5th.     (In.  jii,  88.     Pa.  ivii.  88.) 
*  Bunifiu*  Sth.    (In.  ™.  53.    Purg.  u.  S8.I 
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On  Uiis  wise  then,  in  form  of  a  white  rose 

Was  shown  to  mi;  the  holy  armament. 

Which  Clirist  with  liis  own  blood  lias  made  his  spouse. 

But  that,'  which  flying  doth  behold  and  sing 

The  Glory  of  the  One  who  fills  their  love. 

And  that  Good  which  has  made  it  fucli  to  be, 

Like  to  a  swiinu  ill'  bees,  in  blossoms  plunged 

At  one  lime,  ami  now  wending  back  their  way 

To  where  their  labour  turns  to  savour  sweet. 

Into  that  vast  flower  went  down,  which  is  decked  " 

To  where  their  Love  has  ever  its  abode  : 
Their  faces  they  all  bad  of  living  flame. 
And  wings  of  gold;  the  rest  of  such  a  white 
That  never  snow  to  such  degree  attained  : 

1  Tlie  nrjimment  „r  Anjrel*. 
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When  nil  the  llower  they  settled,  row  by  row, 

They  of  that  peace  and  urdent  love  gave  forth, 

Which  they  had  gained  the  while  they  plied  their  wings. 

Nor  did  the  passing  'twist  the  (lower  and  height 

Of  such  a  multitude  upon  the  wing 

Impede  the  vision  and  the  splendency; 

for  the  Divine  Light  interpenetrates, 

As  it  is  worthy,  through  the  universe, 

So  that  no  thing  can  be  its  obstacle. 

This  kingdom  happy  and  removed  from  care, 

Replenished  with  the  old  race  and  the  new, 

All  love  and  vision  held  upon  one  mark. 

O  Trin ill  Light,  that  in  a  single  star 
Shining  on  their  regards,  contentcst  them. 
Look  down  upon  our  tempest  on  the  earth  !  *" 
If  the  barbarians,  coming  from  that  clime 
Which  every  day  is  under  Heliee*,* 
Revolving  with  her  son  on  whom  she  donts, 
When  they  saw  Kome,  and  its  prodigious  works 
Were  struck  with  wonder,  since  the  Laternu 1 
Above  things  mortal  rose  in  excellence; 
T,  who  from  human  lo  what  was  divine. 
And  to  eteruity  from  time  had  come- — 
from  Florence  to  a  people  just  and  wise, 
With  what  astonishment  must  I  have  filled ! 
Truly  between  this  and  my  joy  I  was 
Pleased  to  hear  nothing,  and  myself  be  mute : 
And,  like  the  pilgrim,  who  fresh  vigour  gains 
Looking  upon  the  temple  of  his  vows, 
And  hopes  thereafter  to  describe  its  place  [ 
So  making  passage  through  the  living  light. 
Mine  eyes  I  moved  among  the  ranks  of  seats, 

"  Hcliot,  or  Calisto  ;  the  Great  Bear,  rev-lvitip  in  thu  nortaero  nky, 
ith  her  mm  Aran  changed  \aUi  the  Lesser  Hear. 
1  hit  finr  tin:  lmilrliip£*     K"Hi'-  eenemllj. 
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Now  up,  now  down,  now  sweeping  them  around. 
And  I  saw  sights,  persuading  me  to  love, 
Of  other  liglits  adorned  with  their  own  joy, 
Ahd  beautiful  with  acts  of  every  grace. 

The  figure  general  of  Paradise 
Completely  now  my  view  had  taken  in, 
Attentive  fixed  as  yet  on  no  one  part; 
And  with  rekindled  curiosity  I  turned 
To  interrogate  the  Lady  mine  of  tilings, 
In  doubt  of  which  my  mind  suspended  hung. 
One  thing  I  meant,  another  answered  me; 
I  looked  for  Beatrice,  but  an  old  man  saw ' 
Apparelled  like  the  people  glorified. 
Over  the  cheeks  and  eyes  he  was  suffused 
With  lender  gladness,  with  a  pious  mien 
Such  as  a  loving  father  would  befit. 
And  ;  "  Where  is  she  ?  "  I  on  the  sudden  said. 
Then  he :  "  To  thy  desire  to  put  an  end, 
Beiilrii-e  led  me  from  mine  own  abode. 
And  if  thou  wilt  look  up  on  the  third  row 
Of  the  chief  grade,  thou  wilt  again  see  her 
Upon  the  throne  to  which  her  merits  led." 
Without  reply  I  lifted  up  mine  eyes, 
And  her  I  saw,  in  likeness  of  a  crown 
hi-rii-  unp  ff.jiu  hrrwli  lli-      tii J  mj* 
From  highest  regions  in  which  thunder  rolls, 
That  mortal  eye  were  not  so  far  removed 
Which  to  the  ocean's  low  est  depths  is  plunged, 
As  was  from  lieatricc  my  point  of  sight; 
Hut  nought  this  mattered ;  for  her  visual  form 
Came  to  me  by  no  medium  confused. 

"  0  Lady,  in  whom  flourishes  my  hope. 
And  who  for  my  salvation  didst  endure 

'  Si,  Benmri  lb.  10B1.  d,  11BS). 


To  leave  the  traces  of  thv  feet  in  Hell; 

By  all  the  things,  upon  which  I  have  looked. 

Both  of  thy  power,  and  thine  excellence, 

I  recognise  the  virtue  and  the  grace. 

Thou  from  a  slave  to  freedom  hast  inc  led, 

By  all  the  methods,  and  by  all  the  ways. 

Which  thou  cuuldst  influence  to  achieve  this  tiling  : 

Thy  generosity  towards  me  keep, 

So  that  my  soul,  which  thou  hast  rendered  whole, 

Pleasing  to  thee  may  from  the  body  slip." 

Thus  I  besought ;  and  she  so  far  remuved, 

As  it  appeared,  did  smile,  and  looked  on  me; 

Then  to  the  Eternal  Fountain  did  she  turn. 

And  the  blest  old  man  :  "That  thou  mayst  complete,'' 

ile  spoke  on  this  wise,  "  perfectly  thy  way. 

To  which  liavc  summoned  mo  pure  love  and  prayer, 

Take  flight  around  this  garden  with  thy  looks ; 

For  seeing  it  will  thy  regards  prepare 

For  rising  liigher  by  the  ray  divine. 

And  Heaven's  Queen,  through  whom  I  am  inflamed  "*■ 

Wholly  hy  love,  will  do  thee  every  grace 

lirauisc  that  i  her  faithful  Bernard  am." 

Like  oue  perchance  that  from  Croatia 
Our  Yeruuiea  *  to  behold  lias  come. 
Who  through  its  old  fame  is  not  satiated, 
But  says  in  thought,  as  it  is  shown  to  him, 
"  0  Lord,  Christ  Jesus,  who  art  truly  God, 
Was  indeed  such  as  this  thy  countenance?" 
Such  was  I  as  I  marvelled  at  the  quick 
Affection  of  this  one,  who  in  this  world. 
In  eontempl.it ion,  tastes  this  peacef illness. 

"This  glad  existence,  0  thou  son  of  grace," 

;  Tim  Vcnmifii,  or  Vsniirk'  ;  lU  kiihjiis.iI  iiti].nw(iiui  of  (lie  foil-  of 
til.-  SiH-ikiiir  it  jinn  :i  Fj.un.lkrrrlii.-f,  ]t.-m>itm1  in  Si.  I'.-wr's  at  Home. 
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Thus  he  began, "  will  not  be  known  to  thee, 
ki'i-]ii:i^  thi in'  rvc*  Iked  Li iily  mi  the  base : 
But  view  the  circles  to  the  most  remote, 
So  far  that  thou  mayst  siuinj;  see  the  Queen,* 
To  whom  this  realm  is  subject  and  devoted." 
I  lifted  up  mine  eves ;  and  as  at  morn 
The  part  of  the  horizon  in  the  East 

Surpasses  that,  in  which  the  sun  sinks  down; 
Thus,  moving  from  the  valley  to  the  hill 
With  my  regards,  I  saw  a  distant  part. 
In  light  exceeding  all  the  outer  edge. 
And  as  that  region,  for  the  car  which  waits 
That  Phaeton  ill  guided,  is  most  lighted  up, 
And  on  eacli  side  of  it  the  light  is  less; 
On  such  wise  this  pacific  Oriflainine 
Blazed  in  the  middle,  and  on  either  side 
In  the  like  manner  paler  grew  the  light. 
And  to  that  middle  point  with  outspread  wings 
A  thousand  Angels  hasting  1  could  see, 
Each  one  distinct  in  brightness  and  in  forec. 
There  I  saw  on  their  sports,  and  on  their  songs 
A  hi'iiiiiy  simluis:,  that  a  source  of  joy 
Was  in  their  eyes  to  all  the  other  Saints. 
And  if  I  had  such  riches  in  my  speech 
As  in  my  thoughts,  I  could  not  be  so  bold 
As  to  attempt  the  least  of  their  delights. 
Bernard,  when  he  might  note  that  my  regards 
Upon  lu's  fervid  zeal  were  fixed  and  bent. 
With  such  all'cction  turned  on  them  iris  own, 
That  mine  became  to  ga/c  yet  more  intent. 


6  Tilt  Virgin  Mary. 
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That  gazer,  fixed  upon  liis  pleasure's  source, 

A  teacher1 s  generous  ullkr  tuok  on  him, 

And  in  these  blessed  accents  lie  began  : 

"  The  wound  which  Mary  did  anoint  ami  close, 

She,'  who  is  at  her  feet  so  beautiful, 

It  was,  that  opni  laid,  uml  did  inflict: 

Upon  the  rank  by  the  third  benches  made, 

Underneath  her  is  Rachel  in  her  seat 

With  Beatrice,  as  thou  inavst  now  heboid. 

Sarah,  Rebecca,  Judith,  and  that  one5  " 

Hie  singer's  ancestress,  who  in  remorse 

For  his  fault,  Miserere  net  said, 

Thou  majst  ob.'i'i'ie  in  like  mode,  tier  by  tier, 

Downward  descend,  as  I  by  name  of  each 

Go  through  the  rose,  a-down  from  leaf  to  leaf. 

And  from  the  sevenlli  below,  as  well 

As  downwards  to  it,  Hebrews  follow  on, 

I  lividuig  all  the  petals  of  the  flower ; 

liceause  according  to  tkc  view  they  have 

1  K.c 
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Of  faith  in  Christ,  these  the  partition  are 
At  which  divided  are  the  sacred  stairs.* 

"  Upon  this  side,  on  which  the  flower  is  ri]« 
In  all  its  petals,  arc  in  session  ranged 
Those  who  believed  in  Christ  about  to  come : 
Upon  the  other  side,  where  are  cut  through 
By  vacancy  the  semicircles,  are 
Those  who  their  looks  directed  to  Christ  coine. 
And  as  upon  this  side,  the  glorious  seat 
Of  Heaven's  Lady,  and  (he  other  seats 
Underneath  it,  such  separation  make; 
So  on  the  other,  does  that  of  great  John, 
Who,  holy  aye,  the  wilderness  and  dentil 
Endured,  and  afterwards  for  two  years  Hell ;  * 
And  below  him,  so  separating,  come 
Francis,  and  Augustine,  and  Benedict, 
And  others  to  the  bottom,  row  by  row. 
Note  now  the  lofty  Providence  divine  : 
How  one  and  other  aspect  of  the  Faith 
This  garden  equally  will  occupy ; 
And  know  that  from  the  lower  tier,  which  culs  " 
The  two  divisions  in  its  middle  course, 
They  do  not  sit  by  merils  of  their  own, 
But  that  of  others',  under  certain  laws; 
1'or  all  of  these  are  souls  that  were  released 
Before  their  true  elections  they  could  make. 
This  by  their  fan  s  thou  mays!  well  perceive, 

1  The  hint*  of  the  tll.l  ud  of  the  Now  T«*Uunent  (tin  first  viewing 
CliriM  a.rniiiiiis,  aw!  tin'  Inct.-r  ;i.  sil  in  rVV^W  halve*  (if  tlic 

n*e;  nmi  the  <l™,:,f:,ti  „.(»„->,  tWm  is  hv  llie  line  uf  *e*W 

r.f  Hi-l.rew  ..■=,.»,  ,-.■>, ■!,  iir,.l..-i-  tii-Ji,  ik-.-.'i:ii'liriL'  lVi.ni  ll.-  Yiiyiti  Miirv: 
nrnl  "  hi.'li  rises  aiMin  ttir.. ugh  the  K-jit»  of  St.  Fran.'is,  fcc,  U,  that  l>f 

oppwiSe  ti^'-.i'  ■  .r  ik,.  Vivh,.  l:i  hi,.-  I -m.t  (i-.ru  nil  round,  nm 
lii.-  -  ..!]-  ..fchildnm. 

*  Joha  tlic  Baptists  ilKith  was  two  vvnrs  l*f«ro  the  mmpirtian  of  Ihe 
wurh  af  Eeriemjitwa  l,y  Ihe  .Wtl,  uf  liliri.l. 
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And  also  by  their  voices  infantine, 

If  thou  wilt  look,  and  hearken  to  them  well. 

"  But  I  will  loose  Tor  thee  the  mighty  bonds, 
In  which  thy  subtle,  thoughts  have  fettered  thee. 
Within  the  ample  circuit  of  this  realm 
Not  the  least  accidental  thing  lias  place. 
Such  as  is  sadness,  lumbering,  or  thirst; 
For  by  eternal  statutes  is  ordained 
All  which  thou  seest,  so  that  perfectly 
Here  to  the  tinker  conrspoiirls  the  ring. 
And  therefore  this  race  that  has  been  advanced 
To  the  true  life,  is  not  without  a  cause 
Among  themselves  less  excellent  or  more. 
The  King,  through  whom  this  kingdom  is  nt,  rest. 
In  so  much  love,  and  in  so  much  delight. 
That  do  desire  is  any  more  perceived, 
In  his  own  joyful  aspect  every  mind 
Creating,  at  his  pleasure  gifts  with  grace 
Diversely;  and  the  fact  is  here  enough. 
And  this  express  and  clearly  may  be  seen 
lu  Holy  Scripture  in  those  brother  twins' 
Whose  auger  wn-  within  ilu-ir  mother  stirred. 
Wherefore,  accordant  with  the  tresses'  hue. 
The  most  exalted  radiance  of  this  grace 
Is,  as  a  chaplet,  fittingly  bestowed. 
Hence,  not  to  recompense  their  course  of  life, 
They  arc  in  varvin^  prmaluiici;  ranged, 
Differing  only  in  their  earliest  bent. 
Thus  in  the  early  ages  did  suflicc 
With  innocence,  salvation  to  obtain. 
The  parents'  Faith,  without  addition  else. 
After  the  early  stages  were  fulfilled, 

'  Ennu  nnd  J&oob,  Qen.  nv.  22— referred  tn  hj  St.  Tnul,  Romnns 
10,  in  illlLJtnitiori  nf  trie  rlnrt.rine  of  eleetiim. 


In  males  'tu  ns  needful  fur  their  innocent  wings 

By  circumcision  to  acquire  strength  ; 

But  since  the  time,  that  has  arrived,  of  Grace, 

Without  the  efficient  baptism  of  Christ 

Such  innocence  within  the  deep  is  held. 

Now  look  upon  the  visage  tlmt  to  Christ 

Is  most  alike ;  because  its  radiance 

Alone  can  make  thee  fit  to  look  on  Christ." 

Above  her  1  beheld  such  joyousncss 
Raining,  that  was  conveyed  by  the  good  souls 
Created  through  this  height  lo  fly  across ; 
That  all  which  hitherto  1  bud  beheld 
Had  not  perplexed  me  with  such  marvelling, 
Nor  shown  me  such  an  imaging  of  God. 
And  that  Love,  which  descended  thence  the  first. 
Singing :  "  Hail,  Mary,  that  art  filled  with  grace  ! 
In  front  of  her  extended  forth  his  »ings. 
Made  answer  to  this  minstrelsy  divine 
From  every  side  the  Court  beatified, 
So  that  the  sight  more  beautiful  became. 
"  O  holy  lather,  who  for  me  dost  bear 
To  come  below,  leaving  thy  joyous  seat. 
In  which  thou  sittest  by  eternal  lot. 
Who  is  tliat  Angel,  who  with  so  much  joy 
Fixes  upon  our  Quciul's  eyes  his  regards, 
So  full  of  love,  that  he  of  lire  doth  seem?" 

Thus  to  (he  teaching  1  again  returned 
Of  him  who  beautiful  by  Mary  grew 
Aa  by  the  Sun  the  planet  of  (lie  morn. 
Then  he  to  me  :  "Serenity  and  grace, 
Much  as  may  be  in  Angel  or  in  sou!, 
Arc  all  in  him, as  we  would  have  it  be; 
Because  he  is  the  one  who  bore  the  palm 
To  Mary  down,  what  time  the  Son  of  God 
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Chose  to  assume  our  burden  to  himself. 

But  travel  with  thine  eyes  now,  e'en  as  I 

Shall  move  in  speaking,  an  J  the  great  Lords  note 

Of  this  most  just  .-Hid  holiest  empire. 

Those  two,  who  sit  above,  the  happiest, 

Because  the  nearest  to  the  Empress  placed. 

Are  as  it  were  the  two  roots  of  this  rose. 

He,  that  upon  the  left  band  side  is  placed, 

The  father'  is,  through  whose  audacious  taste 

The  human  species  so  much  hitter  tastes. 

Upon  the  right  behold  that  father  old  ' 

Of  Holy  Church,  unto  whom  Christ  the  keys 

Committed  of  this  flower  beautiful. 

And  he"  who  all  the  heavy  times  beheld, 

Before  he  came  to  death,  of  the  fair  Spouse 

Who  by  the  spear  and  by  the  nails  was  won, 

Beside  him  sits;  and  by  the  other  rests 

That  leader,*  under  whom  the  manna  saw, 

The  fickle,  stubborn,  and  ungrateful  race. 

Opposite  Peter  see  where  Anna  sits, 

So  happy  as  she  on  her  daughter  looks, 

She  moves  no  eye,  as  she  Hosanuah  sings. 

And  opposite  the  great  Sire,  of  the  stock 

Lucia  1  sits,  who  did  thy  Lady  move 

When  thou  wast  ready  to  abase  tlmin  eyes. 

But  since  the  time  of  slumber  passes  by. 

Here  let  us  pause,  like  to  a  tailor  good 

Who  shapes  his  robe,  according  to  his  cloth  i 

And  let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  the  first  Love, 

So  that,  in  gazing,  thou  mayst  penetrate 

As  far  as  possible,  bis  radiance. 

Truly  lest  haply  backward  thou  shouldst  glide, 

Moving  thy  wings,  when  thinking  to  advance; 

*  Adam.  '  St.  Fekr. 
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Thou  must  now  Mi]ip]iinif^  fur  grni;e  by  prayer, 
For  grace  from  lier  who  can  extend  thee  help ; 
And  with  affection  thou  wilt  follow  ine. 
So  that  thy  heart  will  not  ?tr;iv  frum  my  words;" 
And  he  began  this  holy  orison. 
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"  I)  Virgin  Mother,  (Jautrliter  of  thy  Son, 

Than  other  rreatnres  lowlier,  yet.  more  raised, 

Or  the  Eternal  Counsel  the  fixed  term, 

Thou  art  she,  who  the  nature  of  mankind 

Hast  so  ennobled,  that  its  Fashioner 

Did  not  disdain  his  own  work  to  become. 

Within  thy  womb  thug  kindled  <ras  the  Love, 

Dy  whose  warmth  in  eternal  pcacefulness 

On  this  wise  lias  this  flower  blossomed  forth. 

Here  thou  art  to  us  as  a  noon-day  torch 

Of  love,  and  among  mortals  on  the  earth 

Thou  art  a  living  fountain-spring  of  hope. 

Lady,  thou  art  so  great  and  powerful, 

That  whoso  seeks  grace  and  turns  not  to  thee, 

His  wish  aspires  to  living  without  wings. 

Not  only  thy  benignity  gives  aid 

To  them  who  ask  for  it,  but  oftentimes 

It  liberally  anticipates  the  prayer. 

Mercy  in  thee,  within  thee  piety, 

Within  thee  grandeur,  within  thee  unites 

Whatever  is  in  creatures  excellent  1 1 

Now  this  man,  who  from  the  dcepseatcd  gulf 

Of  the  universe,  as  far  as  this  has  seen 


1  This  mldieas  to  the  Yircin  Jlnry  lins  Iwn  mpici  bj  Chimccr 
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The  spiritual  beings,  one  by  one, 

13)'  grace  of  virtue  makes  his  prayer  to  their, 

Only  that  with  his  eyes  be  may  be  raised 

To  greater  height,  to  the  last  blessedness. 

Anil  I  who  never  for  mine  own  view  longed 

More  than  for  his,  my  supplications  all 

Before  thee  lay,  arid  pray  tin  y  may  avail : 

That  thou  may clear  away  from  him  all  clouds 

Of  his  mortality  by  thine  own  prayers. 

That  Highest  joy  may  be  revealed  to  him. 

Farther,  I  pray  iber,  Queen,  who  canst  perform 

Whate'er  thou  wilt,  that  thou  wouldst  sane  preserve, 

After  so  great  a  sight,  his  intellects. 

Let  thy  protect  ion  human  movements  quell; 

iSec  Beatrice,  and  what  a  blessed  host, 

My  prayers  to  second,  clasp  to  thee  their  hands." 

The  eyes  that  arc  revered  and  loved  by  God, 
Turned  on  the  supplicant,  displayed  to  him 
How  grateful  to  them  were  his  prayers  devout. 
From  thence  on  the  Eternal  Light  they  gazed, 
On  which  .we  cannot  deem  that  may  direct 
The  eyes  so  stedfast  any  creature  else. 
And  I,  who  to  the  end  of  all  desires 
Was  drawing  near,  as  was  becoming  me, 
The  eagerness  of  longing  in  me  quenched, 

Bernard  made  signal  to  inc,  and  he  smiled, 
That  I  should  look  above  roe;  but  I  was 
Already  of  myself  such  as  be  willed  ; 
Whereon  my  vision,  grown  more  purified, 
Did  more  ami  more  pierce  through  the  radiance 
Of  the  High  Light  which  in  itself  is  true. 
Thereafter  what  I  saw  was  all  too  vast 
For  human  language,  which  to  such  sight  yields, 
And  memory  yields  to  such  surpasaingness. 
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Like  to  a  man  who  rues  a  thing  in  sleep. 
And  when  the  dream  i-  pasl,  lis  tone  impres-ed 
Slavs,  mid  tlie  rest  returns  not  to  his  mind. 
Such  am  I,  fur  as  it  were  ceases  all 
My  [lower  of  sight,  and  for  me  jet  distil 
Within  my  soul  the  sweets  that  spring  from  it. 
Before  the  sun  so  fades  away  the  snow; 
Before  the  wind  so  on  the  Hying  leaves 
Was  scattered  wide  tiie  Sibyl's  oracle. 

0  Highest  Light,  that  art  so  much  upraised 
From  mortal  comprehension,  to  my  mind 
Lend  jlmi'ii  somu:iiujr  of  what  then  was  seen  j 
And  make  my  tongue  to  bo  so  powerful, 
That  one  spark  only  of  thy  gloriousncss 
To  future  ages  it  may  leave  behind; 
For  by  restoring  something  to  my  brain. 
And  by  being  something  in  these  verses  sung. 
More  will  be  known  of  thy  supremacy. 
I  think,  from  the  acutencss  I  endured 
Of  the  bright  Radiance,  I  should  have  been  lust, 
If  from  it  had  mine  eyes  been  turned  away. 
And  I  remember  thai  I  was  more  bold 
So  much  to  endure  by  this,  that  I  engaged 
My  sight  with  Power  of  Infinity. 
O  Grate  abundant,  by  which  I  presumed 
To  fix  my  gaze  upon  the  Eternal  Light 
So  much,  that  there  my  vision  I  fulfilled ! 

In  its  profound  I  saw  that  was  contained. 
By  love  within  a  single  volume  bound, 
What  through  the  universe  is  opened  wide; 
Substance,  and  accidents,  and  all  their  modes, 
In  fashion  sucli  together  all  were  bound. 
That  what  I  tell  of,  is  a  Single  Light. 
The  universal  figure  of  this  knot 
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I  think  that  I  saw,  wherefore  more  at  large 

As  I  describe  if,  lo  rejoice  I  seem. 

One  instant  brings  me  more  forget  fulness 

Than  centuries  twenty  five  to  t  lie  einprize,' 

When  Neptune  wondered  at  the  Argo's  shade. 

Thus,  wholly  oceupicd,  my  faculties 

Gazed  fixed,  attentive  and  immoveable. 

And  ever  were  more  eager  to  behold. 

IScforc  tins  Light  they  are  so  modified, 

That  to  turn  from  it  to  another  sight 

It  is  impossible  they  should  consent; 

iieeausc  tin'  Good,  the  object  of  the  will. 

Is  centred  all  ill  it,  and  forth  of  it 

Defective  is  what  there  is  perfected. 

Henceforward  what  I  say  will  fall  more  short 

Of  my  remembrance,  than  the  talk  of  babes 

Who  still  the  lips  upon  the  bosom  press. 

Not  that  was  more  than  one  similitude 

Within  the  Living  Light  on  which  1  gazed, 

Which  ever  such  is  as  it  was  before : 

liut  to  my  sight,  which  grew  in  potency 

Within  me,  as  I  looked,  the  single  semblance, 

I  myself  changing,  was  resolved  for  me : 

In  the  profound  and  clear  subsistaney 

Of  the  deep  Light  appeared  to  me  three  rings 

( If  colours  three,  and  in  dimension  one : 

And,  as  'twist  rainbows,  so  from  one  the  other* 

Appeared  reflected;  and  the  third  seemed  Bamc 

Which  equally  was  breathed  from  both  of  them. 

0  how  imperfeel  speech  is,  and  how  weak 

For  my  ideas !  and  these  in  what  I  saw 

Arc  such  as  little  serves  not  to  express. 

O  Light  Eternal,  resting  in  thyself, 

■!V-   Hi].],.,-,.,!    [.,    ||!,Vi;  Ufcltl 


Only  Thou  know'sf  Thyself,  by  Thyself  known. 

Ami  Thyself  knowing  Thou  dost  love  and  smile ! 

The  circle,  that  in  such  manner  produced 

Appeared  in  thee,  as  is  reflected  light, 

When  for  a  time  it  was  by  mine  eves  viewed, 

Within  itself  in  its  own  colouring 

Appeared  to  me  as  tinted  by  man's  form; 

Wherefore  my  gaze  was  wholly  on  it  bent. 

like  the  geometer  who  close  applies 

To  square  the  circle,  and  discovers  not, 

By  reasoning,  the  principle  lie  seeks. 

Such  one  did  I  become  at  this  new  sight ; 

I  wished  to  see  in  what  way  was  made  apt 

Our  image  to  the  circle,  and  was  there; 

But  not  enough  for  this  tiling  were  my  wings; 

If  it  had  not  been  that  mv  mind  was  smitten 

By  a  light,  in  which  its  desire  arrived. 

To  tin;  high  Vision  here  my  power  fails  ; 

For  now  was  turning  my  desire  and  will, 

Like  to  a  wheel  that  evenly  is  urged, 

The  Love  which  moves  the  Sun  and  other  stars. 
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